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BARK E have taken the earlieft opportunity that 
> W © a judicious inſpection, and mature con- 
WERE ſideration of events could give us, of 
preſenting to the public, A courLEAY His- 
TORY OF THE LATE WAR, not leſs important than, 
we hope, uſeful and correct, written with an im- 
partiality which ſhould be the guide of every hiſto- 
rian, and from which we have not deviated through 
national affection. 

We have taken up our His rox from the com- 
mencement of the war, and have beſtowed all the pains 
upon it, ſo intereſting a ſubject requires, which, how- 
ever, we muſt acknowledge, deſerves much more 
ſkilful workmen. None was ever more formed to 
excite curioſity, from the importance of events, the 
drganty of the perſons engaged, the greatneſs of the 
actions performed, and the amazing revolutions of 
fortune; for the Reader will here find the ſcattered 
accounts of this war, which has been carried on in 
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the four quarters of the world, united in one con- 
nected narrative, and continued to the peace. 

To effect this from the materials that offered, has 
been a work of more labour, than may at firſt ap- 
pear; and to render theſe tranſactions (which have 
not been leſs our amazement, than the world's in 
general) the more conſpicuous and clear, we have 
added, in Notes, the accounts tranſmitted from the 
commanders of our fleets and armies, and publiſhed 
by authority, when facts were recent, and the imme- 
diate object of univerſal attention. Theſe will illuſtrate 
and confirm the Hiſtory; and our Readers muſt 
be pleaſed to ſee ſo many curious and important 
pieces, which, while they give the cleareſt evidence, 
ſupport the national character to future ages. In 
many places we find them filled with the actions of 
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inferior officers, which, with leſs care in their ſupe- 
riors, would have been loſt in the multiplicity of 
events: This care, not leſs commendable than uſe- 
ful, will excite officers to ſeize every opportunity of 
immortalizing their fame, and doing honour to their 
reſpective corps. Some of theſe letters muſt be uſe- 
ful in forming the young ſoldier, as they are very 
expreſſive of that character, poinfinigut the care, 
circumſpection, anxiety, and perſeverancy to form 
a WOLFE, or a GRANBY. e 2 B68] 
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Publiched as the Act h. ene, by A- F 
ad 


HA. I. 


. of the troubles in North America. Admiral Boſ- 
cawen and General Braddock ſent thither. Operations 
intended. Two French men of war taken. Braddock 
defeated. Gen. Fohnſon repulſes the French. French 
threaten an invaſion. Fort St. Philip beſieged and taken. 
Treaty with Ruſſia, the ſpirit of it. Alliance with the 
King of Pruſſia. Ground of the quarrel between ber Im- 
perial Majeſty and that Monarch. Treaty of Peterſbourg. 
Treaty of Verſailles. King of Pruſſia enters Saxony and 
Bohemia. Battle of Lowofitz. Saxon army ſurrendert. 


HE original plan of this work propoſed no more 
than, that each volume ſhould contain a narra- 
tive of thoſe events which diſtinguiſh its own 
Year. But, becauſe we have entered upon our 
undertaking in the heat of an almoſt general and very im- 
portant war, I thought it would not be unneceſſary or 
diſagreeable to look 'a little farther back. It would be 
difficult, pertealy to underſtand the operations of the 
ſeveral powers at war, without reviewing the tran- 
factions of the preceding years; nor would it be ealy 

B to 
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to enter into the ſpirit of theſe, without examining 
the cauſes which more nearly or remotely operated to 
produce thoſe troubles that have involved ſo many parts of 
the world in one common diſtraction. 

The war in which all parties and intereſts ſeem now to 
be ſo perfectly blended, aroſe from cauſes which originally 
had not the leaſt connection: the uncertain limits of the 
Engliſh and French territories in America; and the mutual 
claims of the Houſes of Auſtria and Brandenbourg on the 
dutchy of Sileſia. It is no wonder that the two former 
powers ſeizing on a country in which they conſidered the 
right of the natural inhabitants as nothing, ſhould find it a 
very difficult matter to ſettle their own. For a long time 
neither of theſe powers were ſufficiently acquainted with 
the geography of America, to enable them to aſcertain the 
limits of their ſeveral pretenſions with any tolerable exact- 


neſs; nor, indeed, were theſe matters deemed of ſuffici- 


ent moment to call for a very laborious diſcuſſion. At the 
treaty of Utrecht, whilſt ſo many more important intereſts, 
or what then ſeemed more important, were diſcuſſed, the 
limits of Nova Scotia, then called Acadia, were expreſſed 
only in general terms, and left to be put on a more 
certain footing by ſubſequent negotiations. "Theſe nego- 
tiations purſued with no vigour, and drawn out into an ex- 
ceſſive length, ſeemed only to encreaſe the former confu- 
ſion. After the acceſſion of the preſent Royal Family, a 
French connection, perhaps neceſſary from the circum- 


ſtances-of the time, and afterwards a certain negligence of 


all affairs but thoſe of our domeſtick polity, ſuffered this 
important point to vaniſh almoſt wholly out of our conſi- 
deration. During this interval, our colonies on the con- 
tinent of North America, extended themſelves on every 
fide. Whilſt agriculture and the maritime commerce flou- 
riſhed on their coaſts, the Indian trade drew ſeveral of our 
wandering dealers far into the inland country, and beyond 
the great mountains. Here they found themſelves in a de- 
Iightful climate, in a foil abundantly fruitful, and watered 
with many fair and navigable rivers. Theſe advantages, join- 
ed to thoſe of the Indian trade, appeared to compenſate for 
its remoteneſs from the ſea. It was judged, that as the 
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views, a company of merchants and planters, obtained a 
charter for a conſiderable tract of land near the River 
Ohio, on the weſtern ſide of the Alleganey mountains, but 
within the province of Virginia; and the adventurers be- 
gan to ſettle purſuant to the terms of their patent. 

Now began to ſhoot forth the ſeeds of another diſpute, 
which had long lain unobſerved, but which proved alto- 
gether as thorny and intricate as that concerning the limits 
of Acadia. The French pretending to have firſt diſco- 
vered the mouths of the Miſſiſippi, claimed the whole 
adjacent country, towards New Mexico on the eaſt, quite 
to the Apalachian or Alleganey mountains on the weſt. 
They drove off the new ſettlers, and built a new fort called 
du Queſne, on the forks of the River Monongahela, a 
ſituation which commanded the entrance into all the coun- 
try on the Ohio and Miſſiſippi. 

The reader will obſerve, that Ido not pretend to decide 
concerning the right of either nation in this conteſt. It 1s 
evident enough, that the conſideration of the right had 
much leſs influence on both parties, than the conſideration 
of conveniency. Should the French be able to unite Ca- 
nada to their colonies at the mouth of the Miſſiſippi by a 


poſſeſſion of all that vaſt country which lies between them, 


the Engliſh colonies muſt loſe all ſhare in the Indian trade 
in time of peace; and in time of war be expoſed to conti- 
nual dangers, or to the ruinouſly chargeable defence of a 
frontier more than 1500 miles in length, If on the con- 
trary, the French ſhould fail to make good theſe claims 
on the Ohio, and thoſe on Nova Scotia, their two colo- 
nies entirely diſunited, and the entrance into one ſhut up 
for the winter ſeaſon by froſt, and the entrance into the 
other difficult in all ſeaſons by the banks at the mouth of 
the Miſſiſippi, muſt certainly loſe all their value to France, 
and in their fall involve much of the fortune of their great 
ſettlements in the Weſt Indies. 

Both nations being tully perſuaded of this, no longer 
looked on the affair of the Ohio as a matter of indifference. 
'They prepared to cut the gordian knot of the long and in- 
tricate negotiation by the ſword. Ships were fitted out, 
and ſome troops filently ſent off from Breſt. General 
Braddock failed to Virginia with about 1500 regular 
troops; 24 men ot war under the Admirals Boſ- 1755. 
cawen and Moſtyn were ordered to America, to in- 
tercept the French ſupplies, Orders were ſent to our 
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colonies to arm; and three operations were actually under- 
taken, one againſt Fort du Queſne under Braddock ; the 
other two againſt the French forts in Nova Scotia, and 
the fort of Crown Point on the frontiers of New York. 
The two courts in the mean time breathed nothing but 
peace, and exchanged reciprocal profeſſions of friendſhip 
and good will, which deceived neither party. 

They who are of opinion that the paſſions and characters 
of the ruling men influence all public concerns as much as 
the public intereſts themſelves, thought they ſaw other 
cauſes operating to haſten this breach. On the death of 
a great Miniſter, which happened ſome time before, the 
adminiſtration was new moulded. Some perſons then taken 
in, were conſidered as belonging to a party not perfectly 
united with the remains of the old adminiſtration. It was 
thought, that the leading. man of this party propoſed to 
work out the old ſervants of the crown, in order to make 
way for a more uniform ſyſtem, As long as peace ſubſiſts, 
government is ſupported by itſelf; and any change is dif- 
ficult. But the conduct of a war, is a thing critical to a 
miniſtry. 'The leader of this party, therefore, conſcious of 
his own talents, which all men acknowledged to be conſpi- 
cuous, and of his connections which were conſiderable, 
warmly puſhed on a war, ſeconded by the fairneſs of the 
public motives, and the general voice of the people. In 
this war his friends relied that things muſt neceſſarily be ſo 
embarraſſed, that the old party would find themſelves 
obliged to retire, and to leave the ſtage clear for them to 
ſerve their country according to their own plans, and on 
their own terms. This deſign was believed to be puſhed 
forward by another great man of that party, who had play- 
ed a game nearly of the ſame kind before, and in whom 
an advanced age had not abated anv thing of his natural 
fire and love of violent councils. 

Things came to a criſis by the taking of two French 

men of war by the Admirals Boſcawen and Mol- 

June 10. tyn. The operations by land were carried on with 
vigour ; but whether conducted with equal judg- 

ment, we ſtand too near the time to decide. However, the 
French fort at Beauſejour was taken, and ſoon 

June 16. after thoſe on St. John's river were abandoned; 
by which we remained maſters of all Nova Scotia. 

The principal expedition was that againſt Fort du . 
under 
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under General Braddock. That General abounding too 
much in his own ſenſe for the degree of military knowledge 
he poſſeſſed, commanding in a country which he did not 
know, and carrying on a ſpecies of war in which he had no 
experience, ſuffered himſelf, when he had advanced within 
10 miles of Fort du Queſne, to be ſurpriſed by an ambuſ- 
cade of French and Indians. His army was ſeiz- 

ed with a panic from the unuſual appearance, and July 9. 
horrid cries of the ſavages; they fled in contu- 

ſion ; they were totally defeated with a conſiderable flaugh- 
ter, eſpecially of their officers. 'The General himſelf, after 
having five horſes killed under him, was mortally wounded ; 
wiping away all the errors of his conduct by an honourable 
death for his country. 

The nation was ſomething conſoled for this loſs in the 
ſignal advantage gained by General Johnſon, who com- 
manded the expedition deſigned againſt Crown 
Point. He was attacked in his intrenchments by Sep. 7. 
the French General Dieſkau, but the aſſailants 
wanting cannon, and firing trom too great a diſtance, were 
totally defeated, and Dicſkau himſelf was made priſoner. 
This victory, tho' very honourable for Mr. Johnſon and 
the provincial troops under his command, yet as it was 
gained late in the ſeaſon, and as the army was in no ver 
good condition, it had no conſequences. On the whole, 
we ſeemed, after allowing for this victory, and for the diſ- 
lodgement of the French from Nova Scotia, to have had the 
worſt part in the campaign; conſidering the ſanguine ex- 
pectations which had been formed, and the great ſuperiori— 
ty of ſtrength which we excrted, or were able to have ex- 
erted, in that part of the world. 

During this ſummer, our court took a reſolution not to 
wait the precarious operation of our arnis in America for 
redreſs of the grievances complained of, but to ſtrike ſuch 
a blow as would at once put a ſecurity into our hands, for 
the evacuating the places the enemy had {fortified in our 
territories, and diſable them in the two molt material points, 
the reſources of their trade, and their feainen. Their 
merchant ſhips were every where attacked, as if war had 
been actually declared, and vaſt numbers brought into our 
ports. The French made all Furope reſound with com- 
plaints of what they called a proceeding fo unjuſt, and a 

| violation of the law of nations fo flagrant and unprecedent- 
| cd. 
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ed, But, whether it was that they were really in no con- 
dition to act, or that they intended to influence the other 
courts in their favour, by a ſhew of extraordinary modera- 
tion, they contented themſelves with this, and neither de- 
clared war, nor made any fort of repriſal for ſeveral months 
alter. At length they began to act; ſeveral bodies 
1756. of troops moved to the coafts of Picardy, Nor- 
mandy and Britany ; and all things threatened an in- 
vaſion on ſome part of this kingdom. Under the ſhadow 
of this ſtratagem, they got ready in the harbour of Toulon 
a fleet of twelve men of war of the line, with the utmoſt 
expedition, which convoyed an army of about 
April 18. 11,000 men, under command of the Duke de 
Richlieu to the ifland of Minorca, In a few 
April 2 days they opened the trenches before St. 
Pim ©5* Philip's fort. 
D's 
'This was done whilſt the nation tx embled under a ſhame- 
ful panic, too public to be concealed, too fatal in its conſe- 
quences to be ever forgotten. The real invaſion did not 
leſſen our fears of the imaginary one; it threw us into a 
confuſion that ſuffered vs to be fenfible of nothing but our 
own weakneſs.” We did not look upon ourſelves ſufficiently 
fecured by the arrival of the Hanoverian and Heſſian troops, 
which the fame weakneſs had induced us to call to our aſſiſt- 
ance. The miniſtry ſeemed to have been infected with the 
common terror ; for though they had very early notice 
of the French defigns, ſuch was the apprehenſion of the 
invaſion, or ſuch the in. contrived diſpoſition of our navy, 
that Admiral Byng was not diſpatched to the Mediterranean 
before the gth of April, and then with a ſquadron of no 
more than 10 ſhips ot the line. 
The engagement with the French fleet under M. Ga- 
lſſonicre 3 the retreat of Byng by which the gar- 
Nay 12. rifen of fort St. Philip was cut off from all hopes 
of rehiet; the ſurrender of that garriſon after 
June 29. nine weeks open trenches ; the fentiments of the 
court and the public, on the diflerent merits of 
the governor and the admiral ; the oppoſition of ſome, who 
thought the one too highly honoured, and the other too 
fevcrely cenfured ; and the meaſures which rather indigna- 
tion at our loſſes and aifgraces, than a cool ſenſe of things 
obliged us to take, arc known to all the world, Our affairs 
were ip ſuch à condition that we were driven to the expe- 
dient 
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dient of a court martial to revive the Britifh ſpirit, and to 
the unfortunate neceſſity of ſhedding the blood of Feb 

an Admiral, a perſon of a noble family, as a ſa- 5 8 Te 
crifice to the diſcipline of our navy. 1737 

From this melancholy picture, let us turn our eyes ano- 
ther way, and review the ſteps by which this war came 
to involve the reſt of the contending powers. 'The 
French, amongſt the other plans they formed for diſtreſ- 
ſang our affairs, made no {ecret of their deſign of attack- 
ing his Majeſty's German dominions. Theſe countrics 
evidently had no fort of connexion with the matters which 
gave riſe to the war. But being under a Sovereign ſo 
remarkably affectionate to his native country; they judged 
he might be terrified into a relaxation of his rights in 
America, to preſerve Hanover from the calamities with 
which it was threatened. Their politics, however, in this 
zuſtance proved as unſuccelstul as they were unjuſt. No 
motion was made towards an abatement in our claims with 
regard to America; his Majeſty took other methods for 
the preſervation of the peace of Germany. His Britiſh ſub- 
jects by their repreſentatives, not more generouſly than rea- 
Gabby, reſolved to defend the Hanoverians it attacked in 
their quarrel. Jo anſwer this purpole, the miniſtry enter- 
ed into a ſubſidy treaty with the Empreſs of Ruſſia, i 
virtue of which the was to hold 55,000 men in — 
to be {ent on a requiſition wherever the Britiſh ſervice re- 
quired. 

The alliance with Ruſſia was choſen for reaſons which 
were then ſufficiently plauſible; though it is to be hoped 
they can never ſubſiſt again. The long ill underſtanding 
between the King of Pruſſia and our court, and his cloſe 
connexion with that of Verſailles, raiſed no ill- grounded 
apprehenſions that he might be induced to act a dangerous 
part on this occaſion. Ruſha was therefore a proper ally, 
who had both a political and perional enmity to this mo- 
narch, and who would be fure to employ a great power 
with great vigour in ſuch a cauſe. But this t\ vitem was in 
a ſhort time totally reverſed. Ihe King of Pruſſia had 
been too well appriſed of the cloſe conjunction of the courts 
of Peterſburg and Vienna, and ot the real motive to that 
conjunction, to have the leaſt deſign of embroiling himſelt 
with England. Matters were therefore very ſoon explain— 
d, and the treaty between his Pruſſian majeſty and this 
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court, to keep all foreigners out of the Empire, was ſigned 
at London in January 1756. "Theſe treaties were cenſured 
as inconſiſtent with each other; but in reality they were 
conſiſtent enough, aiming preciſely at the ſame object, to 
oppoſe the ſchemes meditated by France for diſturbing the 
affairs of Germany. 

If reflecting on the ſentiments of theſe courts, there was 
ſomething unexpected in the alliance between Great Bri- 


tain and Pruſſia; it was ſoon followed by another alliance of 
a nature infinitely more ſurpriſing. The Empreſs Queen 


of Hungary, finding England in no diſpoſition to co-operate 
in her deſigns, had recourſe to other meaſures. "The houſe 
of Auſtria, which had formerly united Europe to preſerve 
her from the power of France, now entered herſelf into the 
moſt intimate union with that power. By this extraordinary 
revolution, the whole political ſyſtem of Europe aſſumed 
a new face; it was indeed a revolution ſo extraordinary, 
that we ſhall be juſtihed if we interrupt the courſe of this 
narrative, to look back at the cauſes which produced it. 

The houſe of Brandenbourg, a little more than two cen- 
turies ago, was in a very humble condition. But by the 
part ſhe took in the reformation, which put into her hands 
the eſtates of the "Teutonic order; by a marriage trom 
which ſhe acquired the dutchy of Cleves; and by an un- 
common ſucceſſion of able Princes who caretully improved 
every turn in the affairs of Germany to their advantage, 
ſhe raiſed herſelf by degrees to a conſiderable ſtate, to an 
cleQtorate, and at laſt to a royalty, not only in name but in 
power. Ihe late King of Pruſſia, in order to itrengthen 
this power, though he paſt almoſt his whole reign in the 
molt profound peace, gave his whole attention to his army; 
frugal in all other reſpects, in this alone he was expentive ; 
it was his buſineſs, and what was perhaps of greater mo- 
ment, it was his only diverſion, Thus in a reign apparently 
inactive, there was always kept up an army of near 100,000 
men, in as much exercite as they could have in war, and 
formed with the moſt perfect diſcipline. 

When his preſent majeſty came to the throne, he imme- 
diately ſhewed a diſpoſition of employing effectually thai 

military force which his father had ſpent his life only in 
forming and training. He managed his diſpute with the 
Biſhop of Liege by the ſummary method of force; and 
ſcemed diſpoſcd to carry all things with fo high an hand, as 
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made him indeed much reſpected, but much dreaded too 
by the Princes of the Empire, who ſaw that there was 
another power to be feared in Germany, beſides that of 
Auſtria, But theſe were ſmall matters, rather ſigns of the 
diſpoſition of this Prince, than exertions of it. He medi- 
tated much greater things; and only waited an opportu- 
nity to make good the antient claims of his family on the 
moſt conſiderable part of the dutchy of Sileſia. The right 
to that dutchy had been a very intricate affair; but the 
houſe of Auſtria availing herſelf of the greatneſs of her 
power, and of a diſſenſion between the Elector Frederick 
II. and his ſon, prevailed with the Hector to give up that 
right for an equivalent; then ſhe perſuaded his fon to con- 
firm the treaty ; and at the ſame time for a trivial confi- 
deration to give up the equivalent itſelf. 'The King of 
Pruſſia, not thinking himſelf bound by theſe acts, though 
confirmed by a long poſſeſſion, took advantage of his own 
power, and the embarraſſed circumſtances of the houſe of 
Auſtria, to reſume what their power ahd the embarraſſed 
circumſtances of his family had formerly deprived him of. 
For immediately on the death of Charles the 6th, 
when the Auſtrian greatneſs ſeemed irrecoverably Dec. 
loſt, he entered into Sileſia, and made himſelt maſter 1740. 
of the whole country with little oppoſition. Then 
aniting with the French and Bavarians, he ſecured his 
conqueſts by two deciſive victories, and by a trea- ITE 
ty which yielded him the greateſt part of Sileſia Jun Fs 
and the whole county of Glatz. But the cauſe ca 
of the Emperor which the King of Pruſſia had embraccd, 
ſoon cauſed a renewal of hoſtilities; the Queen of 

Hungary ſaw herſelf defeated in three pitched June 2, 
battles; her new ally the King of Poland, driven 1744. 
from his German dominions, and the King of 

Pruſſia entering Dreſden in triumph, where he gave the 
law in a treaty, by which Sileſia was once more 

ſolemnly confirmed to him: in return to which Dec. 1745. 
he guarantied to the Queen of Hungary the reſt 

of her dominions. 

The Queen of Hungary could not eaſily loſe the me- 
mory of the wound ſhe had received in the loſs of one ot 
the fineſt and richeſt parts of all her dominions. Slleſia, 
which ſhe had juſt yielded, extended in length 200 miles 
along the courſe of the large and navigable river Om 
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A country of the moſt exquiſite fertility and higheſt cultiva- 
tion; abounding with men, abounding with valuable manu— 
futures: and yielding a clear yearly revenue of 800,000 
pounds ſterling. Ihe peace was hardly concluded by which 
the reſigned this valuable territory, than ſhe fet on foot 
practices for recovering it. She-entered into a treaty with 
the court of Peterſbourg, of an innocent and ſimply deten- 
ſive nature, fo far as appeared to the public; but 
May 22, fix ſecret and ſeparate articles were added to it; 
1746. one of which provides, that in cafe his Pruſſian 
: majeſty thould attack her majeſty the Empreſs 
Queen, or the Empreſs of Ruſſia, or even the republick of 
Poland, that this attack ſhould be conſidered as a breach of 
the treaty of Dreſden ; that the right of the Empreſs Queen 
to Sileſia ceded by that treaty ſhould revive ; and that the 
contracting powers ſhould mutually furniſh an army ot 
00,000 men to re-inveſt the Empreſs Queen with that 
dutchy. 

To this ſo extraordinary a treaty, the King of Poland 
was invited to accede; and he did ſo far accede to it, as to 
ſhew he perfectly agreed in his ſentiments with theſe courts. 
But his ſituation in the jaws of a formidable enemy, and the 
experience of paſſed misfortunes, had rendered him ſo 
weary, that he declined ſigning the treaty ; but ſtill, with 
the conſent of the parties concerned, whom he fully con- 
vinced of his reſolution to co-operate in all their meaſures. 
He deſired and they agreed, that in the ſucceſs of their arms 
he ſhould have a ſhare in the ſpoil, on the footing of a 

treaty for the eventual portion of the King of 
May 18, Pruſſia's dominions made in the laſt war. On 
1745. theſe conditions the King of Poland without actu— 
ally ſigning, was underſtood, and received as a 

party to the treaty of Peterſbourg. | 

In conlequence of thele meaſures, all ſort of means were 
employed to embroil the King of Pruſſia's affairs in the 
North, and particularly to render him perſonally odious to 


the Carina. When their machinations had taken full et— 


fect, and Ruſſia was fixed in an unaltcrable enmity to that 


monarch, preparations of magazines and armies were made 
in Bohemia and Moravia ; and the King of Poland, under 
pretence of a military amuſement, drew together about 
16000 men, with which he occupied the ſtrong and im- 


portant poſt of Pirna. The Queen of Hungary faw that ſhe 
ſtood 


1756. The His TORY of the WAR. TI 


ſtood in need of yet ſtronger ſupports than theſe in the 
arduous buſineſs ſhe had undertaken. She found that Great- 
Britain, which had often done ſo much for her diſtreſs, 
would do little for her ambition : ſhe therefore had recourſe 
to France, who joyfully accepted an alliance, that promiſed 
to confound the whole Germanic body, concluded a treaty 
with the Empreſs at Verſailles the 1ſt of May 1756, a re- 
markable æra in the political hiſtory of Europe. 

The ſecret articles of the treaty of Peterſhourg, the 
fountain of the preſent troubles, and the ſteps taken to put 
that treaty in execution, though formed and carried on 
with as much ſecrecy as carne ſtneſs, could not efcape the 
vigilance of his Pruſhan majeſty, who watched all their mo- 
tions, and had perteQ intelligence of their moſt hidden deſigns, 
When, therefore, he perceived that by the breach between 
England and France, the Empreſs Queen would take ad- 
vantage of theſe troubles to avail herfelf of her alliances 
and her armament; he ordered his miniſter at Vienna to 
demand a clear explication, and proper aſſurances concern- 
ing the preparations he ſaw making: and receiving only a 
dry and equivoca! anſwer, that the Empreſs had taken mea- 
ſures for her own ſecurity and that of her allies and friends, 
the King believed himſelf no longer bound to preſerve any 
terms ; a dangerous war was to be kept out of his own ter- 
ritories at any rate; and being always in perfect readineſs 
for action, he fell upon Saxony with a conſiderable army. 

At firſt the King of Prufſia ſeemed only to demand a 
free paſſage for his troops, and an obſervance of 
the neutrality profeſſed by the King of Poland; Aug. 29. 
but as he had very good reaſon to diſtruſt ſuch a 
neutrality, he demanded as a ſec urity , that the Saxon 
troops ſhould quit the ſtrong poſt they occupied, and dil- 
perſe themſelves immediately. This demand was refuſed, 
and the King of Pruſſia in conſequence of that reiufal, 


immediately formed a ſort of blockade about the Saxon 


camp at Pirna, with a view to reduce it by famine, ſince 
its inacceſſihle ſituation rendered an attack unadviſeable. 
There were in Bohemia two Auſtrian armies under M. 
Brown and Mf. Picolomini; to keep them in awe, M. 
Schwerin had entered Bohemia from the county ol Glatz f 
and M. Keith had penetrated into that kingdom on the ide 
of Miſnia. But the King of Pruſſia, not entirely confiding, 
in theſe diſpoſitions ; and fill apprehenſive that M. Brown 


2 might 
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might be able to convey ſome relief to the Saxons, reſolv- 
ed to bring him tc action, to the ſucceſs of which he knew 
his own preſence would greatly contribute. He therefore 
left the blockade of the Saxon army, joined his forces under 
Keith, and engaged the Auſtrians at Lowoſitz. 
Dec. 1. Here he obtained a victory, which though it was 
not undiſputed with regard to the field of battle, 
yet with regard to the conſequences it was as deciſive as 
could be wiſhed. M. Brown found it imprafticable to re- 
lieve the Saxons, not withſtanding the judicious efforts he 
made for that purpoſe ; and that army, after a vain attempt 
to retire from their difficult poſt, which had one tault, that 
it was as difficult to leave it as to force it, were obliged to 
ſurrender priſoners of war. The King of Poland quitted 
his German dominions; and the Pruſſians took up their 
winter quarters in Saxony, ſeized upon the revenues, levied 
exorbitant contributions, and obliged the country to furniſh 
recruits. 'This unhappy people ſaw their country exhauſt- 
ed, and forced to bear the burthen of a war againſt itſelf. 
It was then, that the King of Pruſſia conſulting the rules 
of policy, more than thoſe of politeneſs, made himſelf maſ- 
ter of the archives at Drefden, in doing which ſome rough- 
neſs was uſed towards the Queen; but he made himſelf 
amends for the clamour induſtriouſly raiſed on this pretence, 
by acquiring the originals of theſe pieces, which evinced 
to the world the reality of the deſign againſt him, and 
which therefore in a great meaſure juſtified the means he 
had taken to come at them, as well as the extraordinary 
ſeveritics he uſed towards the unfortunate Saxons. 
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State of the Engliſh miniſtry. The charaflers and deſigns 
of the ſeveral faftions. A coalition. Oſwego taken by 
the French. Calcutta taken by the Nabob. Angria re- 
duced by Admiral Mal ſon. 


HILST the King of Pruſſia paſſed the winter 


in the moſt vigorous preparations for carrying on 


the war, his ally Great Britain preſented a very different 
face of things. The loſs of Minorca plunged the people 
into the utmoſt grief mixed with ſhame, tor ſuch a blot 
on the national honour, and with indignation not only 


againſt 
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againſt thoſe who had acted weakly, but thoſe who had 
proved inſufficiently for the loſs of that important poſſeſſion. 
The public reſentment which at firſt ſeemed to have 
no other object than Byng, was ſoon turned againſt the 
miniſtry. The clamour in parhament was great; without 


doors it was exceſſive. Addreſſes praying a ſtrict enqui- 


ry into the cauſe of our misfortunes, were preſented from 
all parts of the kingdom. The miniſtry, notwithſtanding 
this general diſcontent, had a real ſtrength ; and the 

might have ſtood, had they agreed amongſt themſelves. 
The commons could not be brought to any angry 
votes; and the reſult of the enquiry into the loſs of 
Minorca, was as favourable as they could have wiſhed, 
But Mr. F----x thought 1t not adviſeable to bear a 
large proportion of the odium cauſed by counſels, in 
which he had little ſhare. Perhaps he thought this 
embarraſſment, a ſituation not unfavourable to the ar- 
rangement he had always aimed at; he therefore ſuddenly 
threw up an employment, which he hoped to reſume aug- 
mented with greater power. 

On the removal of this principal prop, the whole ſtruc- 
ture of the miniſtry fell to pieces. The D. of N. the 
Ld. Ch. the firſt lord of the admiralty reſigned ; and 
the chiefs of the party by whoſe manceuvres they 
were diſplaced, naturally ſucceeded to the ma- Dec. 4. 
nagement of affairs. They who had reſigned 1756. 
gave them no apparent oppoſition in parliament; 
but whether it was, that the new miniſtry were them- 
ſelves too freſh from oppoſition, and ſome of them too 
full of the popular manners that introduced them to court 
to be perfectly agreeable in the cloſet, or that they had 
made their bottom too narrow, after holding their em- 
ployments for ſome months, to the great concern of the 
public, they in their turn were obliged to quit 
their poſts. Thus was the helm of government April 5. 
a ſecond time abandoned. The caſe of the 1757. 
King and the nation was at that juncture truly 
deplorable. We were without any ally who could do us 
the leaſt ſervice, engaged in a war hitherto unſucceſsful, 
with the moſt formidable power in Europe; we almoſt 
deſpaired of our military virtue; public ſpirit appeared 
utterly extinguiſhed, whilſt the rage of faction burned with 
the utmoſt violence; our operations were totally 9 

ed: 
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ed: and having no miniſtry eſtabliſhed, we had no plan to 
follow. 

Three factions divided the ruling men of the nation, 
for the groſs of the people ſeemed to have no further views 
than a redreſs of their grievances, by whatever means 
that could be brought about; the firſt of theſe factions 
was compoſed of thoſe who had grown to place and power, 
or had formed their connexions under the old miniſtry. 
They were ſome of the moſt reſpectable perſons in the 
nation, and had undoubtedly the greateſt parliamentary 
intereſt. They had at the ſame time another intereſt 
hardly leſs conſiderable, tl.at of the monied pcople ; but im 
ſome points, and thoſe material too, they were weak. 
They were not at all popular; a matter of great conſi- 
deration in a government like ours; and they were ſup— 
poſed by the groſs of the people, not to be under the 
direction of great political abilitics. 

'The ſecond faction, though not ſuſpected of the want 
of {ufficient ability, was yet more unpopular than the 
former ; they had not attempted to preferve even the ap- 
pearances eſſential to popularity; and to them the more 
eſſential, as their parliamentary ſtrength was, however 
reſpectable, much inferior to the firſt. If their influence 
at one court was able to ballance that of the old miniftry, 
by means of a then powerful connection, that very con- 
nection made them far worſe at another court, and wor{c 
with the generality of the people, who entertained or pre- 
tended at leaſt to entertain, ſuſpicions of a nature the more 
dangerous, as they were only dropped in hints and whil- 
pers, and never could come to a full and open explana- 
tion. 

The third party, had little parliamentary and leis court 
influence; but they had a prodigious popularity, which 
ſupplied every other defeQ. The abilities of their leade! 
were of the moſt ſhining kind ; his application equal to 
his abilities; his diſintereſtedneſs was confeſſed by his ene- 
mics; and though it would have ſhined in the days of he- 
roiſm, was now the more valucd, and ſet off to the greater 
advantage by the general ſelfiſhneſs which prevailed among 
the men ot buſineſs The nation repoſed the moſt perfect 
confidence in his integrity and love to his country. This 
party, conſcious where its ſtrength lay, cultivated with 
great care the popularity which was the baſis of their 


Sor 
owe! 9 


1757. The HisToRY of the WaR. 19 


power; even perhaps ſo as to impair on ſome occaſion 
the dignity of government. 

Theſe three ſactions differed from each other extremel 
with regard to power, the grand object of all factions. But 
in the general ſcheme of their politics, the two firſt were 
pretty much agreed. Looking on France as the moſt con- 
ſtant and moſt dangerous enemy of Great Britain, they 
dreaded the increaſe of her power and influence among the 
neighbouring nations as the greateſt of all evils. To pre- 
vent ſo dangerous an aggrandiſement, they thought it 
abſolutely neceſlary to preſerve a conſtant attention to the 
ballance of power, and to ſeek our particular ſafety and 
liberty in the general ſafety and liberty of Europe. A 
cloſe connection was therefore to be kept up with the 
powers of the continent, not only by continual negotiati- 
ons, but by large ſubſidies, and even by aſſiſting them with 
our troops if the occaſion ſhould require ſuch aſſiſtance. 
For this purpoſe, as well as to ſecure the more effectual- 
ly our preſent happy eſtabliſhment, a conſiderable regular 
land force ought to be conſtantly maintained. Our navy, 
they thought, ought by no means to be neglected ; but 
it was only to be cultivated and employed Yubſerviently 
to the more comprehenſive continental ſyſtem. Theſe 
parties were far from being friends to arbitrary power, 
or in any ſort averſe to parliaments; they loved the conſti- 
tution; but they were for preſerving the authority of go- 
vernment entire, and in its utmoſt lawful force. "To make 
Lovernment more caly, knowing that many would diſturb 
it, from diſaffection or diſguſt, or miſtaken notions of 
liberty, they thought it juſt to rule men by their intereſts, 
it they could not by their virtues, and they had long 
been in the practice of procuring a majority in parliament, 
by the diſtribution of the numerous lucrative places and 
employments which our conſtitution leaves in the diſpoſal 
of the Crown. Several believed that no other method was 
practicable, conſidering the nature of mankind, and our 
particular form of government. 

But the third and popular party, was influenced by 
different principles. They looked indeed on the power of 
France in the ſame light with the two former, and were 
of the ſame opinion concerning the neceſſity of ſetting 
bounds to it. In the means of attaining this end they 
diflercd. Our ſituation they thought diftated a narrower, 

Put 
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but a more natural, a ſafer, and a leſs expenſive plan of 
politics, than that which had been adopted by the other 
party. We ought never to forget, ſaid they, that we are 
an iſland: and that this circumſtance, ſo favourable both 
to our political and to our civil liberty, preſcribes to us a 
conduct very different from that of any other nation. 
Our natural ſtrength is a maritime ſtrength, as trade 1s 
our natural employment ; theſe muſt always go hand in 
hand, and they mutually ſupport each other. But, if 
turning our back to our real intereſts, and abandoning our 
natural element, we enter that inextricable labyrinth of 
continental politicks; if we make ourſelves partics in 
every controverſy ; it we exhauſt our wealth in purchaſing 
the uſeleſs and precarious friendſhip of every petty prince 
or ſtate; if we waſte the blood of our people in all the 
quarrels that may ariſe on the continent; ſo far from go- 
ing in the right way to reduce France, that we attack her 
on the ſtrong ſide, and only deſtroy ourſelves by our ill judg- 
ed efforts againſt the enemy. That we can have nothing to 
fear from the ſuperiority of France on the continent, whilſt 
we preſerve our ſuperiority at fea; that we can always cut 
the ſinews of the enemy's ſtrength by deſtroying their 
traffic ; that to fear an invaſion from a power weak in its 
marine, is the idleſt of all fears; that in caſe an invaſion 
were poſſible, a well trained national militia, ſupplying by 
their zcal the defects of their diſcipline, would prove our 
beſt protection; that a ſtanding army is in whatever ſhape 
dangerous to freedom; and that a government like ours, 
connected by its very eſſence with the liberty of the ſub- 
ject, can never be in want of the ſupports of deſpotic pow- 
er. As little is parliamentary influence neceſſary. A go- 
vernment pleaſing to the people, as every good govern- 
ment muſt be, can never be generally oppoſed; and men 
need no bribes to perſuade them to their duty. 

Theſe notions, ſo oppoſite in their extreams, might be 
reconciled in a medium, and uſed to temper each other. 
For as, on one hand, it would be very abſurd to make no 
ſort of advantage of our inſular ſituation, but to engage in 
all the buſineſs of the continent without reſerve, and to 
plunge ourſelves into real evils out of a dread of poſſible 
miſchiefs; ſo on the other hand, to think ourſelves wholly 
unconcerned in the fortunes of our neighbours on the 
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by the way of diverſion with our fleets, would be a way 
of proceeding, ſtill more extravagant than the former. If 
ſuch notions were reduced to practice, we might ſoon loſe 
all thoſe advantages derived from a fituation which we 
abuſed. 

The reaſonableneſs of ſuch a temperament, could not 
be perceived during the ferment of that time, in which 
theſe topics were bandied to and fro with infinite heat. 
The reſignation, or rather deprivation, of the popular mi- 
niſtry, only increaſed their popularity, and the general 
diſcontent 3 the people could not believe that good mea- 
fures could be purſued, when thoſe, in whom alone they 
confided, were not employed; almoſt all the corporations 
of the kingdom preſented the deprived miniſters with their 
freedom, and addreſſed them in the warmeſt manner, teſti- 
tying the moſt entire approbation of their conduct, and 
the ſincereſt concern to lee them out of employment. 

This conflict between an old eſtabliſhed intereſt, and the 
torrent of popularity, continued for a long time, and the 
nation was almoſt ruined by it. It is not caly, nor perhaps 
quite proper, to attempt to trace the ſteps by which ſo hap- 
py a coalition, as we have ſeen take place, was brought 
about. But it was formed in ſuch manner, has held to- 
gether with ſuch ſolidity, and produced ſuch 
excellent effects, as I believe the moſt ſanguine June 29. 
could not have hoped for at that time. Mr. P. 1757. 
was again reſtored to the office of ſecretary of 
itate, the D. of N. was placed at the head ot the treaſury, 
Mr. F. was appointed paymaſter of the forces. This ar- 
rangement, which gave very general ſatisfaction, was how - 
ever diſliked by thoſe, whom their violent attachment to 
their party had inſpired with a narrow and excluſive ſpirit. 
It was the beſt meaſure, becauſe it was an healing mea- 
ture; and it was little leſs than impoſſible for any parti- 
cular party to carry on public buſineſs on its fingle bot- 
tom. 

It was high time that our domeſtic diſſentions ſhould be 
compoſed at laſt. From every quarter of the 
world, in which we had any concern, we heard Aug. 14. 
of nothing but loſſes and calamities. In America 1756. 
we loſt the Fort of Oſwego. That tort, ſitua- 
ted at the mouth of the Onondaga river, commanded 
a commodious harbour on the Lake Ontario. It was _ 
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by General Shirley, and deſigned to cover the country of 
the Five Nations; to ſecure the Indian trade; to interrupt 
the communication between the French northern and 
ſouthern eſtabliſhments; and to open a way to our arms to 
attack the forts of Frontenac and Niagara. For theſe 
purpoſes, ſome frigates had been fitted out for cruizing, 
and a number of boats prepared for the tranſportation of 
troops ; but they all tell to the enemy with the fort, wherc 
100 pieces of cannon were, and a conſiderable quanfity of 
proviſion. 1600 men were made priſoners of war. The 
place made but a trifling reſiſtance, ſcarce holding out 
three days; the attempts to relieve it were too late. The 
French demoliſhed the fort. 

Our loſſes were not confined to America. The E. India 
company received a blow, which would have ſhaken an eſ- 
tabliſhment of leſs ſtrength to its foundations. The news 
of the war between France and England had not yet reach- 
ed India, but a new and very formidable enemy was raiſed 
up in that quarter. The Nabob of Bengal (the Nabobs 
are a ſpecies of viceroys to the Grand Mogul, grown 
almoſt independent in their ſeveral provinces,) irritated at 
the protection given to one of his ſubjects in the Engliſh 
fort of Calcutta, and, as it is ſaid, at the refuſal of ſome 
duties to which he claimed a right, levied a great army, 
and laid ſiege to that place. The Governor, terrified by 
the numbers of the enemy, abandoned the fort with ſeve- 
ral of the principal perſons in the ſettlement, who ſaved 
themſelves with their moft valuable effects on board the 
ſhips. | 

Thus deſerted, Mr. Hollwel, the ſecond in command, 
bravely held the place to the laſt extremity, with a few 
gallant friends, and the remains of a feeble garriſon. A 
very noble defence was inſufficient to keep an untenable 
place, or to affect an ungenerous enemy. The fort was 

taken, and the garrifon being made priſoners, 
Tane 26. were thruſt into a narrow dungeon. Hollwel, 

with a few others, came out alive, to paint a 
{ſcene of the moſt cruel diſtreſs which perhaps human 
nature ever ſuffered. The Faſt India company loſt their 
principal ſettlement in Bengal, and a fort, which ſecured 
to them the moſt valuable part of their trade. 

In the ſpace of this unfortunate year, we were ſtripped 
of Minorca and Oſwego; we apprehended an invaſion 

ot 
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of Great Britain itſelf: our councils were torn to pieces 
by factions; and our military force was every where in 

contempt. Amidſt theſe loſſes, we conſidered as 
Feb. 13. ſome advantage, the reduction of the principal 

fort of Angria, a piratical prince, who had been 
many years troubleſome to the Engliſh trade in the Faſt 
Indies. 'This ſervice was performed by Admiral Watſon 


in the beginning of the year. 
SHA FP. HI. 


State of the canfederacy againſt the King of Pruſſia. French 
paſs the Meſer. King of Pruſſia enters Bohemia. Battle 
of Prague. Prague inveſted. Count Daun takes the com- 


mand of the Auſtrian army. Battle of Colin. 


HAT turn the Englith politics were like to take 

in the year 1739, ſeemed for fome time uncertain. 

The gew miniſtry did not ſeem well eſtabliſhed ; nor was 

it well known, whether they would purſue the plans and 

preſerve the connections of the old. Abroad, every thing 

was prepared for opening the campaign with the utmoit 
eclat. All Europe was in motion. 

France, in order to demonſtrate to the Queen of Hun- 

gary, the advantageous choice ſhe had made in connecting; 

herſelf with the houſe of Bourbon, formed two great ar- 


mies. The firſt was compoſed of near 80,000 men, the 


flower of the French troops, attended with a vaſt artillery, 
and commanded by M. d' Etrees, a General of the beſt 
eſtabliſhed reputation ſhe had in her ſervice. Under him 
ſerved M. de Contades, M. Chevert, and the Count de St. 
Germain, all officers of high character, and all fit to com- 
mand in chief, if M. d' Etrees had not been appointed to 
that eminence. This formidable army pailed the Rhine, 
and marched by Weſtphalia, in order to invade the King, 
of Pruſſia's daminions in quality of allies to the Impreſs 
Queen, and guardians of the liberties of the Empire, and 
to no other intent, as it was pretended ; but in reality, with 
a view to reduce Hanover alio. "They judged that their 
operations againſt the King of Pruſſia might be executed, 
and their ſcheme to drive the King of England into fome 
conceſſions with regard to America, might be compleated 
by one and the ſame blow, The tecond army was com- 
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manded by the Prince de Soubiſe; it conſiſted of about 
25,000 men. This army was deſtined to ſtrengthen the 
Imperial army of exccution ; but before it had paſſed 
the Rhine, it made itſelf maſter of Cleves, Meurs and 
Gueldres, whilſt a detachment from d' Etrees's army ſeized 
upon the town of Embden, and whatever elſe belonged to 
Pruſſia in Faſt Frieſland. 

As foon as the King of Pruſſia had entered Saxony in 
the beginning ot the Preced ng ſummer, proceſs was com- 
menced againſt him in the I.mperor's Aulic council, and 
before the diet of the Empire. It is not difficult to con- 
ceive how the affair muſt have been decided; when thoſe 
who teared the King of Pruſſia, believed they had a fair 
opportunity to reduce him: and when thoſe who feared the 
houſe of Auſtria, were, by that very fear, obliged to fup- 
port the power they dreaded : accuſtomed as they were 
to the influence of a family in which the Empire had fo 
long been in a manner hereditary ; and over-awed by the 
appearance of a confederacy, the moſt formidable the 
world had ever yet ſeen. Accordingly the King of Pruſſia 
was condemned for contumacy ; and the Fiſcal had orders 
to notify to him that he was put under the ban of the 
Empire, and adjudged fallen from all the dignities and poſ- 
ſeſſions which he held under it. The circles of the Em- 
pire were ordered to furniſh their contingents of men and 
money to pat this ſentence in execution ; but the contin- 
gents were collected ſlowly, the troops were badly compo- 
led, and probably this army had never been able to act, if 
it had not been for the aſſiſtance offered under the Prince 
de Soubiſe. 

The Auſtrians, who were principals in the quarrel, were 
not behind thetr auxiharics in the greatneſs of their pre— 
parations; they made the moſt ſtrenuous efforts, by which 
they aſſemble d a bo dy of upwards of 100,000 men in 
Bohemia, and committed the command to Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, aſſiſted by M. Brown. In the north all things 
threatened 8 {ing of Pruſſia. The Czarina true to her 
reſentments and her engagements, had ſent a body of 60, ooo 
men commanded by M. Apraxin, who were in full march 
to invade the Ducal Pruſſia, whilit a ſtrong fleet was equip- 
ped in tlie Ealtick, to co-operate with that army. Altho' 
the King of Sweden was allied in blood and inclination to 
his Pruſſian majeſty, yet the jealouſy which the Senate en- 
| tertained 
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tertained of their ſovereign; the hope of recovering they 
antient poſſeſſions in Pomerania by means of the preſent 
troubles, and in fine their old attachment to France, newly 
cemented by intrigues and fubtidies, made their ill in- 
clinations to the cauſe of Pruſſia more than ſuſpicious. 
Hitherto indeed nothing more than the tendency of their 
councils was full, known. The Duke of Meck lenhourg 
took the ſame party, and agreed to join the Swediſh army 
when it ſhould be aſſembled, with 6000 men; a proceed- 
ing which he has ſince had reaton to repent bitterly. 3 hus 
were the forces of hive mighty ſtates “*, each of which had 
in their turn bcen a terror to all Europe, united to reduce 
the heir of the Marquiſles of Brandenbourg ; and in ſuch 
a point of danger and glory, had the great and formidable 
abilities of his Pt uſſian majeſty placed him, with little, in 
compariſon, that could enable him to ſuſtam the violence of 
lo many ſhocks, except what thoſe abilities fuppited. But 
his aſtoniſhing eeconoiny, the incomparable order of his 
finances, the diſcipline of his armies beyond all praite, a 
ſagacity that fore ſaw cvery thing, a vigilance that attended 
every thing, a conſtancy that no labour could ſubdue, a 
courage that no danger could diſmay, an intuitive glance 
that catches the decitive moment, all theſe ſcemed to form 

ſort of ballance to the vaſt weicht what him, turned 
the wiſhes of his friends into hopes, and made them de— 
pend upon relources 1 
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army gradually gave way, yielding to that ſuperiority, 
and the French troops paſſed the Weſer without oppo- 
ſition. 

In the mean time, his Pruſſian majeſty being determined 
according to his maxim, to lay the cloth as far from home 
as poſſible; made his diſpoſitions for carrying the war into 
Bohemia as ſpcedily as the ſcaſon would admit. Three 
great bodies of his troops entered into that kingdom by 
three very different ways, but nearly at the faine time. 
M. Schwerin penetrated into it from Sileſia. Ihe Prince 
of Bevern entered with Py corps under his command from 
Luſatia, and defeated as i preliminary to a more deciſive 

victory, a body of 28,000 Auſtrians who oppo- 
Apr. 21. ſed nm. The King, himlclt Prepared lo enter 
3 Bohenna at a pfoat diſtance from the corps com- 
manded by theſe gencrals ; and as he ſcemed Akute to 
March tow cards Lr 14, the enemy unagincd he intend led to 
execute fome deſig n diſtin from the Object of his othei 
armics. With this idea tliey detached a body of 20,000 
men, to obſerve his motions. The King of Pruſſia find- 
ing that this feint had all its eſſect, made a ſudden and 
maiterly movement to his left, by which he cut oft all 
communication between that detachment and the main 
army of the Auſtrians. Spirited with this advan: age, he 
puſhed onwards with the utmoſt rapidity to Prague, where 
he joined the corps under the prince of Bevern and M. 
Schwerin, who had advanced with inconceivable diligence 
to meet him. Never were operations executed with more 
judgment, celerity and ſuccels. 

The Auſtrian army was little ſhort of 100,00m men, and 

the ſituation of their camp, fortified by every ad- 
May 6. vantage of nature, and every contrivance of art, 

ſuch as on common occations might juſtly be 
conſidered as impregnable ; but the Pruſſians, being near- 
Iv as numerous as the enemy, inſpircd by a ſocicty of dan- 
ger with their King, and filled with that noble enthuſiaſm, 
which, whilſt it urges to daring enterpriſes, almoſt enſures 
their ſucceſs, paſſed moraſſes, climbed Precipices, faced 
batteries, and aiter a bloody and obſtinate reſiſtance, totally 
defeated the Auſtrians, They took their camp, military 
cheſt, cannon, all the trophies of a complete victory. The 
loſs on the ſide of the victors, as well as tne vanquiſhed, 
was very great; but both ſides had yet a greater lots in 
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the death of two of the beſt generals in Europe. M. Sch- 
werin was killed at the age of eighty-two, with the colo- 
nel's ſtandard in his hand at the head of his regiment. M. 
Brown received a wound, which, from the chagrin he 
ſuffered rather than from its own nature, proved mortal. 

About 40,000 of the Auſtrian army took refuge in 
Prague. The reſt fled different ways. The King of Pruſſia 
loſt no time to inveſt the place, and to cut off all ſuccours. 
It on one hand fuch an immenſe garriſon made an attack 
unadviſeable, on the other that formidable number itſelf 
ſeemed to make the reduction of the place by famine the 
more certain. The King of Pruſſia not relying ſolely on 
this, prepared to bombard the town. On the 29th of 
May, at midnight, after a moſt dreadful ſtorm'"of rain and 
thunder, as if it were to diſplay how much more ruinous 
the malice of men may be, than the greateſt terrors of na- 
ture, on the ſignal of a rocket, four batteries, which dif- 
charged every twenty-four hours, two hundred and eighty- 
eight bombs, beſides a vaſt multitude of red hot balls, be- 
gan to pour deſtruction on that unfortunate city, which was 
foon in flames in every part. The garriſon made a vigo- 
rous defence, and one well conducted and deſperate fally - 
but they were repulſed with great loſs. The principal 
magiſtrates, burghers, and clergy, ſeeing their city on the 
point of being reduced to an heap of rubbiſh, made the 
moſt moving ſupplications to the commander to liſten to 
terms. The commander was deaf to their prayers. Twelve 
thouſand of the moſt uſeleſs mouths were driven out of the 
city. The Pruſſians forced them in again. The affairs of 
the Empreſs ſeemed verging to inevitable deſtruction; a 
whole army was upon the point vi furrendering priſoners 
of war; the capital of Bohemia on the point of being ta- 
ken, and with it all the reſt of that flouriſhing kingdom. 
The ſanguine friends of the King to Pruſſia began to com- 
pute the diſtance of Vienna. 

In this deſperate fituation of affairs, Leopold Count. 
Daun entered on the ſtage, and began to turn the fortune 
of the war. This General never had commanded in chief 
betore ; but he was formed, by along courſe of experience 
in various parts of Furope, under the greateſt Generals, 
and in the moſt illuſtrious ſcenes of action. Though of a 
very noble family, he had without the leaſt aſſiſtance from 
court favour, riſen inſenſibly by the low gradation of mere 
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merit, with much eſteem and without any noiſe. This 
General arrived within a few miles of Prague, the day at- 
ter the great battle. He collected the fugitive parties of 
the Auſtrian army, and retired to a poſt of great ſtrength, 

from whence he fed the troops in Prague with hopes of re- 

lief. But as no man better underſtood the ſuperiority of 
the Pruſſian troops, and as he was ſenfible of the impreſſion 
which the late defeat had left upon his men, he carefully 
avoided to precipitate matters by an haſty action. He 
knew that the ſituation he had choſen would embarraſs the 
Pruſſians; that a large party of their army muſt be always 
employed to watch him; that this would weaken their ef- 
forts againſt the great body ſhut up in Prague, whilſt his 
own forces gained time to recover their ſpirits, and to in- 
creale in ſtrength by the daily ſuccours, which his court 
exerted all their powers to ſend him: with theſe ideas he 
waitcd in his entrenched camp at Colin, to act as events 
ſhould direct. 

The King of Pruſſia was not leſs ſenſible than Count 
Daun of the effects of this conduct. He determined at all 
adventures to diſlodge him from the poſt he held ; but 
whether it was that the King feared to weaken his army, 
which had actually an army to beſiege, or whether he was 
blinded by a train of uniform ſucceſs, which made him 
believe his arms irreſiſtable under every diſadvantage, or 
whatever were his motives or neceſſities, the whole army 
employed in this undertaking, including the Prince of 
Bevern's corps, did not exceed 32,000 men, cavalry and 
infantry ; and with theſe he was to attack 60,000 men, 

in one of the ſtrongeſt ſituations which could be 
June 18. choſen, and defended by a vaſt train of artillery. 

Whatever the moſt impetuous and well regula- 
ted courage, whatever an ardor inſpired by the remem- 
brance of ſo many victories could do towards overcoming 
every kind of diſadvantage, was done by the Pruſſians on 
this occaſion. They returned to the attack ſeven times: 
in none of their victorious battles had their bravery been 
more conſpicuous. Both the King's brothers were in the 
field; and they did every thing that could be expected from 
the King of Pruſſia's brothers. The King himſelf at the 
head of his cavalry, made one furious and concluding 
charge. Every thing was tried, and every thing was un- 
tucceſsful. The want of a ſufficiently numerous injantry, 


in 
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in a ground where his cavalry could not ſupport them, the 
want of an equal artillery, the advantageous ſituation of the 
enemy, their numbers, their bravery, their General, obli- 
red the King of Pruſſia to quit the field. What his loſs 
was is not ſo certain; it was undoubtedly great in the ac- 
tion, but till greater by deſertions, and the innumerable 
ill conſequences that follow a defeat. 

Though the King of Pruſſia was defeated in this battle, 
and though he brought on his defeat, in a great meaſure, 
by ſome errors of his own, yet whatever ſmall blemiſh his 
military ſkill might have ſuffered, his reputation was raiſ- 
ed higher than ever, in the opinion of all judicious men, 
by the noble and candid manner in which he acknowledged 
his miſtake, by the firmneſs with which he bore his mil-- 
fortune, and by thoſe aſtoniſhing ſtrokes of genius and 
heroiſm, by which he retrieved his loſs. The ſmiles of 
oy make conquerors ; it is her malice which diſcovers 

eroes. 
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Conſequence of the battle of Colin. King of Pruſſia evacu- 
ates Bohemia. Battle of Haſtenbeck. Convention of 
Cloſter-ſeven. Expedition to Rochfort. Ruſſians enter 
Pruſſia. Auſtrians beſiege Schweidnitz. French and 
Imperialiſls make incurſions into Brandenburgh. Swedes 
enter Pomerania. Battle of Norkitten. General Leh- 


wald defeated. Bad condition of the King of Pruſſia. 


EVER was the old obſervation, une bataille per- 
due a un mauvais cu, more verified than in the con- 
ſequences of the unfortuate battle of Colin. Though the 
King retired unpurſued by his enemies, he was obliged to 
rejoin his own army before Prague without delay, and to 
raiſe the blockade of that place. The impriſoned Auſtrians 
with joy received Count Daun their deliverer, and their 
united forces became greatly ſuperior to the Pruſſians. 
The King was in a ſhort time obliged to evacuate Bohemia, 
and take refuge in Saxony. The Auſtrians haraſſed him as 
much as poſſible ; but their armies, notwithſtanding their 
great ſuperiority, were not in a condition from their late 
lufferings to make any deciſive attempt upon him, as the 

frontiers 
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frontiers of Saxony abound with ſituations eafily de- 
ſended. 

The King of Pruſſia's misfortunes now poured in upon 
him at once, and from every quarter. The army com- 
manded by the Duke of Cumberland, who continually rc- 
tired before the French, ajter they had paſſed the Weſer, 
came however to a reſolution to make a ſtand at Haſten- 
beck, within a few miles of Hammelen, where it was 
judged that the ſuperior numbers of the enemy might be 
the leaſt prejudicial ; but notwithſtanding the advantage 
of the ſituation, the bravery of the Hanoverians, and the 
conduct of the Duke, the allied army was driven from the 

field of battle, and retreated towards Stade. By 
July 25. taking this route his Royal Highneſs was driven 

into a fort of cul de fac. Unable by his ſituation 
to retire, or by his ſtrength to advance, he was compelled 

to ſign the remarkable capitulation of Cloſter- 
Sept. 7. feven, by which 38,000 Hanoverians laid down 

their arms, and were diſperſed into different 
quarters of cantonment. 'The French army had a 
little before this changed its commander. D'Etrees, 
the favourite of all the military men, was removed from 
the command, which was conferred on the Duke de Rich- 
lieu, who excelled him and all mankind in the profeſſion of 
a courticr. The Hanoverians were now quite ſubdued, 
and all the French torce, let looſe by this treaty, was rea- 
dy to fall in upon the King of Pruſſia's dominions. 

An cnterprize was concerted in England againſt the coaſt 
of France, to make a diverſion in his favour, by drawing 
a part of the French army to the defence of their own 
country. England propoſed to compaſs another great de- 
ſign, and which ſhe had equally at heart, by the expediti- 
on, which was to give an effectual blow to the marine of 
France. The deſtination of this armament was kept a pro- 
found ſecret, and whilſt it exerciſed the penetration of all 
the politicians of Europe, it filled France with the moft 
{ſerious alarms. The Engliſh flect at laſt appeared before 

Rochfort. Some time was ſpent before it could 

SCP.21. be refolved what plan was to be followed in the 
attack; at laſt it was reſolved to ſecure the ſmall 

ifle of Aix, from whence ſome obſtruction was apprehend- 
ed to their landing. The ifland was ſoon reduced; but as 
a £00d deal of time was conſumed in theſe deliberations and 
actions, 


lions, 
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actions, the militia of the country had time to gather, and 
there was an appearance of two camps on the ſhore. The 
commanders now took into conſideration the badnets of the 
coaſt, the danger of landing, the time the enemy had to 
put the place in ſuch a poſture of defence, as might make 
any ſudden attempt, or coup de main, unſucceſsful : in 
conſequence of theſe deliberations, they unanimouſly re- 

ſolved to return without making any attempt. 
Sep. 29. The diſappointment of the nation was equal to 

the ſanguine hopes we had conceived ; nothing 
could exceed the general diſcontent. The military men 
blamed the plan of the expedition. The Miniſters, and 
with them the public voice, exclaimed at the execution. 
A court of enquiry, of officers of reputation, cenſured the 
commander; a court martial, of officers of reputation, 
acquitted him. The expedition ſerved only in England to 
increaſe and imbitter our diſſentions, and to turn our at— 
tention to vain diſputes. It did nothing towards relieving 
the King of Pruſſia. 

The Ruſſians, who had made for a long time a dilatory 
march, and ſeemed uncertain of their own reſolutions, all 
at once haſtened their motions. They entered the Ducal 
Prufſia under M. Apraxin and General Fermer, and mark- 
ed their progreſs by a thouſand inhuman cruelties. A large 
body of Auſtrians entered Sileſia, and penetrated as far as 

Breſlau. Then they made a turn backwards, and laid ſiege 
to the important fortreſs of Schweidnitz, juſtly conſidered 
3 the key of that dutchy, which was the cauſe of the war. 
en body entered Luſatia, and made e ee maſ- 
ters of Zittau. Twenty-two thouſand Swedes pierced in- 
to the Pruſſian Pomer ania, took the towns of Anclam and 
Demmein, and laid the whole country under contributions, 
Richlieu, freed from all oppoſition on the ſide of Hanover, 
made his way into Halberſtad, and the old marche of 
Brandenhurgh, firſt exacting contributions, and then plun- 
dering the towns. The army of the Empire, reinforced by 
that of the Prince de Soubiſe, after many delays, was at laſt 
on full march to enter Saxony; this left the Auſtrians at li- 
berty to turn the greateſt part of their forces to the reducti- 
on of Sileſia. General Haddick pierced through Luſatia, 
paſſed by the Pruſſian armies, and, ſuddenly preſenting 

himſelf before the gates of Berlin, laid the King of Pruſſia's 
capital under contribution; and though he retired on the 
E 2 approach 
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approach of a body of Pruſſians, yet he ſtill kept poſſeſſion 


of his former poſt, in order to interrupt the communicati- 
on of the King with Sileſia. The fate which ſeemed to 
have threatened the Empreſs ſome months ago, was now 
looked upon as the certain lot of her antagoniſt. All his en- 
deavours to retrieve his affairs had hitherto been equally 
brave and unſucceſsful. General Lehwald had orders at 
any hazard to engage the Ruſſians: with thirty thouſand | 
he attacked double that number ſtrongly entrenched, at a 
place called Norkitten ; but after ſeveral of thoſe 
Aug. 30. wonderful efforts, which the Pruſſians alone 
knew how to make, he was compelled to retire ; 
but he retired in excellent order, without being purſued, ' 
having killed five times more of the enemy, than he had 
loſt of his own men, and more formidable after his defeat, 
than the Ruſſians after their victory. The King of Pruſſia 
exerted himſelf upon every fide ; his enemies almoſt always 
fled before him; but whilſt he purſued one body, another 
gained in ſome other part upon him, and the winter came 
on faſt, as his ſtrength decayed, and his adverſaries multi- 
plied from every quarter. The following letter, which ap- 
peared in the public papers about this time, paints the con- 
dition of that diſtreſſed monarch, in ſo full a manner, that 
1 ſhall attempt no other deſcription of it. | 
« Many perſons, who ſaw the King of Pruſſia, when 
he paſſed lately through Leipſic, cannot expreſs how much 
he is altered. They ſay he is ſo much worn away, that 
they ſcarce knew him. This, indeed, is not to be won- 
dered at; he hath not a body of iron, like Charles XII. 
and he endures as great fatigues as he did. He 1s as much 
on horſeback as Charles was, and often lies upon the 
ground. His inward ſufferings cannot be leſs than his out- 
ward : let us caſt our eyes on a map of the Pruſſian domi- 
nions; and meaſure what he hath left of the many fair poſ- 


ſeſſions he had in the month of April laſt, of which a ſpace 


of ſeven months hath ſtript him. Whence can he have 
men? he is ſhut out from the Empire; and from whence 
can he draw money ? the dutchy of Guelders, the dutchy 
of Cleves, the principality of Moers, the county of Lin- 
gen, the county of Lipſtadt, the principality of Minden, 
Eaſt-Frieſland, Embden, and its infant company, part of 
the archbiſhoprick of Magdeburgh, ſome other parts of 
the marche, Duca! Pomerania, a great part of Sileſia, a 

| great 
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great part of the kingdom of Pruſſia, Berlin itſelf, almoſt 
all his dominions, in ſhort, are either taken from him, or 
laid under contribution, and poſſeſſed by his enemies, who 
collect the public revenues, fatten on the contributions, and 
with the money which they draw from the eleQtorate of 
Hanover, and other conqueſts defray the expences of the 
war. This picture certainly differs greatly from that which 
the King of Pruſſia might have ſketched out, the day he 
took arms to enter Saxony. Add to this the Duke of Cum- 
berland's convention, which deprived him of all his allies, 
and left him without any aſſiſtance whatever, excepting 
four or five hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, which the 
Britiſh parliament may give him, Add likewiſe ſome do- 
meſtic uneaſineſſes.“ | | 


EFH. 
Battle of Rofbach. Schweidnitz taken by the Auſtrians. 


Prince of Bevern attacked in his entrenchments. Breſlau 
taken by the Auſtrians, King of Pruſſia marches to 
Silefia. The battle of Liſſa. Breſſau retalen. Auftri- 
ans driven out of Sileſia. | 


HIS was the King of Pruſſia's ſituation, when the 

will of Providence, and his own wonderful abilities, 
as wonderfully changed the ſcene. His majeſty deferred 
to bring on a deciſive action, diſtreſſed as his affairs were, 
until the approach of winter ; had he marched to attack 
the Imperial army, whilſt it was at a conſiderable diſtance, 
he muſt either have left Saxony expoſed to the inſults of 
the Auſtrian parties, or have greatly weakencd his own 
forces employed in the principal action. He therciore ſut- 
tered the army of the Empire to advance to the frontiers 
of Miſnia, and even to threaten the ſiege of Leipfic, be- 
fore he began to act againſt them: he however moved to- 
wards them, leaving an army in Luſatia to obſerve the 
Auſtrians. On his firſt motions, the enemy retired with 
precipitation. But when they had reinforced themſelves 
with numbers and courage ſufficient to perſuade them to 
advance, the King of Pruſſia in his turn retired, His re- 
ſolution ſeemed to have been to fight as near Miſnia as pol- 
ble, and as deep in the winter as he conveniently might ; 
for if he ſhould have the good fortune to ſucceed againit 


the 
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the Imperial army, ſuch a blow, at ſuch a ſcaſon, would 
eſſectualy diſable them from acting any thing to his preju- 
dice, for that year at leaſt; but if, on the "contrary, he 
ſhould fail, Saxony was at hand, in which it would prove 

difficult for the enemy to make any impreſſion whilſt the 
winter continucd. As for the time to be loſt by following 
this plan, and the advantage it would afford the Auſtrians 
in their defigns on Sileſia, they were not to be compared 
with the advantages which the King received from it. He 
knew that Schweidnitz, Was ſtrong, and excellently provi- 
ded ; the prince of Bevern was ftrongly poſted near it to 
obſtruct the enemy operations; the winter would lean 
heavier on the beſiegers; and on the whole, he had reaſon 
to truſt that his troops, animated by his own prefenc e and 
cxamplc, would prove far ſuperior to the enemy, in endu- 
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the allied army of the Imperialiſts and French on one ſide, 
and the Pruſſians on the other, the Ki ng rei {ſolved to give 
battie to his enemies, who were now ac [vanced to the con 
fines of Milnia. On the 24th oft October, the King had 


| 
taken his reſolution; at Thar Unde his army happened to be 
divided into ſeveral corps, fome of them at a diſtance of no 
lets than twenty lea TIVES aſunder; bay ſuch were the ipirit 
and excellent diſpoſition of th e Pri ans, that the junction 
of all theſe corps were fully cijet 7 on the 27th, and the 


King advanced towards the enemy. he enemy fell back 
at his approach, and repaſſed the Sala; they were followed 
clofe. The two armies met near the village of 
Nov. 5. Roſbac! 8 
01041. 
The united army, commanded by the prince of Saxe 
lilburghauſen and the prince of Soubiſe, was $0,000 men 
compleat. But the troops of the Circles were new raiſed, 
and many of them not well affected to the ſervice, nor to 
their French allies. The Pruſſans did not amount to 
25,000 ; but then they were Pruſſians, and led on by the 
King of Pruſſia. As ſoon as the armies were tormced, and the. 
battle going to begin, which was to decide.the fate of to 
many nations, and to determine between force and virtue, 
the King of Pruſſia addreſſed his troops nearly in the fol- 
lowing words, 
My dear friends, the hour is come, in which all that 
« is, and all that ought to be dear to vs, depends upon 
% the 
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« the ſwords which are now drawn for the battle. "Time 
«© permits me to ſay but little; nor is there occaſion to 
&« ſay much. You know that there is no labour, no hun- 
cc ger, no cold, no watching, no danger, that J have not 
« ſhared with you hitherto ; and you now ſee me ready to 
« Jay down my lite with vou, and for you. All I aſk, 

ce the ſame pledge of fidelity and affeQtion that I give. And 
« let me add, not as an incitement to your courage, but 
© as a teſtimony of my own gratitude, that from this 
« hour, until you go into quarters, your pay ſhall be dou- 
«ble. Acquit yourſelves like men, and put your conh- 
&« dence in God.” The effect of this fpcech was ſuch as 
cannot be deſcribed. The general emotion burſt in an uni- 
verſal ſhout, and the looks and demeanor of the men were 
animated to a fort of heroic phrenſy. In this diſpoſition, 
which prognoſticated the ſuccels, engagement began. 

In the beginning of the action, the French cavalry came 
on with great ſpirit, but they were repuiſcd ; ſome re 
ments having gained an eminence, defended mi Ft 
bravely, but in the end they were totally routed. The in- 
fantry, both French and Imperialiſts, made but a faint re— 
ſiſtance. The King of Pruſſia in perſon, expoſed to the 
hotteſt fire, led on his troops; the enemy gave way in eve— 

ry part; they were ſei ed with a panic, and fled in the ut- 


molt diſorder. They left 3000 men dead on the field of 


battle ; 63 pieces of cannon, and many colours. Fight French 
Generals} 250 officers of different ranks, and 6000 private 
men were taken. Night alone ſaved from total deſtruion 
the ſcattered remains of an army that in the morning was tu 
numerous and fo formidable. 

| have not undertaken on this, nor ſhall 1 undertake upon 
any other occation, in theſe preliminary chapters, to enter 
into the detail of all the various manoeuvres of every battle; 
they are matters little underſtood by, and little intereſting 
to, the generality of readers. Beſides, the accounts are 
lometimes inaccurate, and ſeldom or never conſiſtent with 
each other. 

The glorious ſucceſs of the battle of Roſbach, was ſuch 
as har diy wanted to be improved; the enemy was left to- 
tally inc apable of action. Ihe King was ſet free on that 
fide ; but it was a freedom which gave him no reſpite from 
his labours; it only gave him an opportunity of undergo- 

ing 
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ing new labours in another part. The Auſtrians had a vaſt 
force, and had now begun to make a proportionable 
progreſs in Sileſia. The dependence which the King 
had upon the fidelity of his Generals there, ſeemed 
ſhaken by ſomething which then appeared, and till 
ſeems ambiguous in their conduct. The Auſtrians after a 
ſiege from the 27th of October to the 11th of November, 
carried on under infinite difficulties and with a prodigious 
loſs, had reduced Schweidnitz, and obliged the Pruſſian 
garriſon of 4000 men to ſurrender priſoners of war. Soon 
after, as they had intelligence of the victory of Roſbach, 
and knew that the King of Pruſſia was on full march to the 
relief of Sileſia, the Auſtrians reſolved to loſe no time to at- 
tack the prince of Bevern in. his ſtrong camp under the 
walls of Breſlau. A treble ſuperiority incited them to this 
attempt. They attacked the prince's army with great reſo- 
lution, and their attack was ſuſtained with amaz- 
Nov. 22. ing intrepidity. The ſlaughter of the Auſtrians 
was prodigious. A great part of their army had 
retired from the field of battle, and the reſt were preparing 
to retire ; when all at once the Pruſſian Generals unexpeR- 
edly took the ſame reſolution. A part of their army had 
ſuffered a great deal in the engagement. They became ap- 
prehenſive of a total defeat in caſe their intrenchments 
ſhould be forced in any part. With theſe ideas they re- 
treated from the ſtrong poſt they occupied, and retired be- 
hind the Oder. The Auſtrians returning, with aſtoniſh- 
ment ſaw themſelves maſters of the field of battle, which 
they had but juſt been obliged to relinquiſh. What is re- 
markable, and what gave riſe to many conjeQtures, the 
prince of Bevern going to reconnoitre without eſcort, and 
attended only by a groom, was taken two days after the 
battle by an advanced party of Croats, a ſmall body of whom 
had croſſed the Oder. 
This advantage, though dearly bought, was immediate— 
ly followed with many others. Breſlau, the ca- 
Pital of Sileſia, A ſurrendered, where, 


Nov. 24. 


as well as at Schweidnitz, they found vaſt ſtores of proviſi- 
on, ammunition and money, All Sileſia was on the point 
of falling into their hands. Fortune ſeems every where to 
have thrown the King of Pruſſia's affairs into diſtraction, 
in order to raiſe, and as it were, to round his glory in eſta- 
bliſhing them; and to have becn even ſo jealous of his ho- 
nour 
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nour as not to permit his own excellent generals and incom- 
parable troops to triumph any where but in his own pre- 
ſence. 

The King immediately after the battle of Roſbach, with 
thoſe troops which he had a few days before colleQed from 
places an hundred miles diſtant from each other, began a 
march of upwards of two hundred more, and led them 
from engaging one ſuperior army, to engage another ſtill 
more ſuperior ; from danger to hardſhip, and from hard- 
ſhip to renewed danger. In a moſt rapid march he paſſed 
through Thuringia, through Miſnia, through Luſatia, in 
ſpite of the efforts of the Generals Haddick and Marſhal, 
who were poſted in Luſatia to obſtruct him; and entering 
Sileſia arrived the 2d of December at Parchwitz upon the 
Oder. Here he was joined by the prince of Bevern's corps 
who croſſed that river to meet him. 

About this time an incident happened which was very 
remarkable; one of theſe agreeable adventures that relieve 
the mind amidſt the perpetual horror that attends a narra- 
tive of battles and bloodſhed. The garriſon of Schweid- 
nitz had ſeen, with the greateſt reluctance, the capitulati- 
on which bound their hands from the ſervice of their King 
and country. Whilſt the Auſtrians were conducting them 
to priſon, on their route they chanced to hear of the vic- 
tory their maſter had gained at Roſbach ; animated with 
this news, they unanimouſly roſe upon the eſcorte which 
conducted them, and which happened not to be very ſtrong, 
and entirely diſperſed it. Thus freed, they marched on 
not very certain of their way, in hope to rejoin ſome corps 
of the Pruſſian troops. The fame fortune which freed 
them, led them directly to the army commanded by the 
King himſelf, which was haſtening to their relief. 8 
was the joy on both ſides at this unexpected meeting, for 
the priſoners had heard nothing of his majeſty's march. 
This little incident, whilſt it added a conſiderable ſtrength 
to the army, added likewiſe to its ſpirit, and ſeemed an 
happy omen of ſucceſs in the future engagement. 

As his Pruſſian majeſty approached to Breſlau, the Auſ- 
trians confiding in their ſuperiority, abandoned their ſtrong 
camp (the ſame which had been occupied by the prince of 
Bevern) and reſolved to give the King battle. He was 

marching with the utmoſt diligence not to diſap- 
Dec. 5. point them; and they met near the village of 
Leuthen. 


34 The HisTORY of the WAR. I757. 


Leuthen. The ground which the Auſtrians occupied was 
very advantageous, and every advantage of the ſituation 
was improved to the utmoſt, by the diligence and ſkill of 
Count Daun; who remembring that he was the only Ge- 
neral who had ever carried the field from the King of Pruſ- 
ſha, knew better than any body how difficult it was to ob- 
tain ſuch a victory. All the diſpoſitions were made ac- 
cordingly ; the ground they occupied was a plain, except 
that in ſome parts it had ſmall eminences ; theſe they ſur- 
rounded with artillery; the ground was alſo interſperſed 
with thickets, which they ſought to turn to their advantage. 
On their right and left were hills on which they planted 
batteries of cannon. The ground in their front was inter- 
ſected by many cauſeways ; and to make the whole more 
impracticable, the Auſtrians had felled a vaſt many trees, 
and ſcattered them in the way. The King of Pruſſia was 
not terrified with this ſituation, nor with the conſciouſneſs 
that above 70,000 excellent troops, commanded by Count 
Daun, were ſo poſted. The Pruſſians, who did not ex- 
ceed, as it is ſaid, 36,000 men, attacked them with their 
uſual reſolution. It was almoſt impoſſible, at the begin- 
ning of the engagement, for the Pruſſian horſe to act, on 
account of the impediments we have juſt mentioned, but a 
moſt judicious diſpoſition of the King himſelt overcame 
that diſadvantage ; he had in his firſt diſpoſitions placed 
tour battalions behind the cavalry of his right wing, fore- 
ſeeing that General Nadaſti, who was placed with a corps 
de reſerve on the enemies left, deſigned to take him in 
flank. It happened as he had foreſeen; that General's 
horſe attacked the King's right wing with great fury; but 
he was received with ſo ſevere a fire from the four battali- 
ons, that he was obliged to retire in diſorder. 'Then the 
King's flank well covered and ſupported, was enabled to act 
with ſuch order and vigour, that the enemy's right was 
obliged to give way. The Pruſſian artillery, which was 
incomparably ſerved, and filenced that of the enemy, con- 
curring to maintain the King's infantry, and to enable them 
to act in grounds where their horſe could give them but 
little aſſiſtance. The Auſtrians made a gallant reſiſtance 
during the whole battle. The panic of the enemy did not 
here, as at Roſbach, do half the buſineſs ; every foot of 
ground was well diſputed. The Auſtrians rallied all their 
forces about Leuthen, which was defended upon all ſides 
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with intrenchments and redoubts. After reiterated attacks 
made with the utmoſt impetuoſity, and ſuſtained with great 
firmneſs, the Pruſhans maſtered the poſt ; then the Auſtri- 
ans fled on all parts; they were entirely routed. 'The 
King purſued them to Liſſa. 6000 of the Auſtrians were 
ſlain, 15,000 were made priſoners; and an immenſe artil- 
lery, upwards of 200 pieces of cannon, were taken. 

This great and deciſive action was fought on the very 
ſame day of the next month after the no leſs important and 
deciſive battle of Roſbach. The conſequences that follow- 
ed the action of Leuthen, declared the entireneſs of the 
victory. Notwithſtanding the rigour of the ſeaſon, the ſiege 
of Breſlau was immediately undertaken, and proſecuted with 
ſuch ſpirit, that by the 29th of December it ſurrendered z 
and with it ſurrendered the garriſon of 13, ooo men priſo— 
ners of war; the blockade of Schweidnitz, was formed as 
cloſely as the inclemency of the winter would permit ; 
whilſt the Pruſſian parties not only re-poſſeſſed thoſe parts 
of Sileſia which belonged to the King, but penetrating into 
the Auſtrian diviſion, reduced Jagerndorf, Troppau, and 
'Tetſchen, and left to the Empreſs Queen, except a forlorn 
garriſon in Schweidnitz, no ſort of footing in that country, 
in which a few days before ſhe reckoned her dominion per- 


teclly eſtabliſhed. 
HA. I. 


Ruſſtans and Swedes retire. Hanoverians reſume their arms. 
Cruelty of the French. Condition of their army. Caſtle 
of Harburg beſie ged. Re-capitulation of the events of the 
year 1757. 


S the misfortunes of his Pruſſian Majeſty, after the 
battle of Colin, came on him all at once, ſo his ſuc- 
ceſſes, after his victories at Roſbach and Liſſa, flowed upon 
him all at onee likewiſe, and in a full tide. "The Ruſhans, 
though they had repulſed General Lehwald, ſuffered fo 
much in that action, and their barbarous method of mak- 
ing war had ſo deſtroyed the country, that they ſeemed to 
themſelves to have no way of ſafety left but in retiring out 
of the Pruſſian territories. 'This extraordinary retreat of 
io great an army, and ſo lately victorious, and till poſſeſſed 
oa good ſca- port in the country, could ſcarcely be W 
7 2 Cc 
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ed for on thoſe mot ves We have aſſigned, and aſtoniſhed all 
Europe, wilt it left Cen. Lehwald at liberty © turn his 
arros into Pomerari- again: he Sweans, The Swedes on 
thi: c Haſion did nothing worthy 0 the.” ancient military 
fame; tut every where retiring, left the Pruſſian an eaſy 
conqueſt, not only of the Pruſhan but of every part of the 
Swediſh Porrerame, excepting the port of Straiſund ; they 
leſt their :1:e; of Meckle-hourg quite exzpoied co ail the re- 
ſent: gent of the Kirg of Pruſſia, who chaſtiſed them with 
the moit ſevere contributions and levies. The French, 
who had been ravaging the old marche of Brande bu: g, 
evacuated that country unmacdiatels after the vattle of Roſ- 
bach. But one of che greate{* revolutions of fortune in the 
war. and on of ihe moſt glorious and important conſe- 
quences of that viciory, was, chat the Hanoverian troops 
were enab ed to reſume cheir arme. 

From the oment the capitulation of Cloſter-ſeven was 
ſigned, tie Duke de Richlieu, who carne to the command 
only to reap che advantages, and ſuily the honour of ano- 
ther*s conqueſi, ſeemed to think of nothing; but how to re- 
pair, from the piunder of the unhappy Hanover'ans, the 
fortune which he had ſhatterec by 2 thouſand vices. The 
moſt exorbitant contribution. were leviec with the moſt in- 
flexible ſeverity ; every exaction, which was ſubmitted to, 
only produced a new one {ill more extravagant; and all 
the c-derly methods of plunder did not exempt them from 
the pillage, licen tiouſneſe, and infolcace of the French ſol- 
diery. However, in juſtice io merit, we muſt exempt from 
this general charge the conduct of the Duke de Randan, 
Governor cf Hanover for the French; who ſ ved the ca- 
piial of the electorate from utter uin by the ſtriòè neſs of his 
diſcipline, by the prudence, the juſtice and moderation of 
all his conduct; a condu$: which does more rcal honour {0 
his name, than the moſt ſplendid victories. | 

The Duke de Richlieu's rapaciouſneſs and oppreſſion, 
whit they leaned fo hcavily on the conquered people, did 
the con uering army no kind of ſervice. Intent only on 
plunder, which he did not confine to the enemy, he relaxed 
every part of military diſcipline ; and that numerous army 
which M. d*E:irec: kad ſuſtamed, and brought in health and 
ſpirits through the diſmal defarts of Weſtphalia, under all 
the oproſiticn or a Hul adverſary, were now, in full peace, 
in the quiet poſſeſſion of a conquered and plentiful Peg 
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reduced in their numbers, decayed in their health, and their 
ſpirits, without cloaths, without ſubſiſtence, without order, 
without arms. In this condition they began at laſt to per- 
ceive that the Hanoverians, with the yoke of the capitula- 
tion about their necks, were ſtill formidable. As they had 
broke almoſt every article of that treaty, they made no ſcru- 
ple to add another breach in order to ſecure them in all the 
reſt. They attempted actually to take their arms from the 
Hanoverian and Heſſian troops Theſe gallant troops, who 
had with a ſilent grief and indignation ſeen the diſtreſſes of 
their ruined country, were raviſhed to find that the victory 
at Roſbach encouraged their ſovereign to reſent at laſt this 
and all the other indignities they had ſuffered. They began 
to collect and to act, and under the command of the gallant 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, reintorced with a body of 
Pruſſian troops, they broke from their confinement. The 
reduced the town of Harburg, and laid cloſe ſiege to the 
caſtle, which it muſt be owned was defended very bravely. 
In all other reſpeQs the French did not ſeem in a condition 
to maintain their ground any where. Thoſe troops, which 
a few months before had ſo ſubmitted as to make it neceſ- 
ſary to declare that they were ft priſoners of war in order 
to explain their condition, were now on the point of puſh- 
ing their adverſaries to almoſt the ſame ſtreights. Such 
was the force of French military diſcipline, and ſuch the 
triumphs of Voltaire's hero. 

The King of Pruſſia now ſaw the full effect of his coun- 
ſels and his labours. His dominions were freed; his allies 
were enabled to aſſiſt him; and his enemies defeated, broken, 
and flying every where before him. In what light poſterity 
will view theſe things is uncertain ; we, under whoſe eyes, 
as we may ſay, they were atchieved, ſcarcely believed what 
we had ſeen. And perhaps in all the records of time, the 
compaſs of a ſingle year, on the ſcene of a ſingle country, 
never contained ſo many ſtriking events, never diſplayed fa 
many revolutions of fortune; revolutions not only beyond 
what might have been expected, but far beyond what the 
moſt ſagacious foreſight, reaſoning from experience, and the 
nature of things, could poſſibly have imagined. The King 
of Pruſſia at firſt triumphant : the whole power of the Au- 
ſtrians totally defeated; their hopes utterly ruined : then 
their affairs ſuddenly re-eſtabliſhed, their armies victorious, 
and the King of Pruſſia in his turn hurled down; defeated; 

abandoned 
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abandoned by his allies; ſurrounded by his enemies; on 
the very edge of deſpair: then all at once raiſed beyond all 
hope, he fces the united Auſtrian, Imperial, and French 
power levelled with the ground; 40,000 Hanoverians, a 
whole army, ſubmit to 80,000 French, and are only nat pri- 
ſoners of war. The French are peaceable maſters of all the 
country between the Weſer and the Elbe: anon, theſe ſub- 
dued Hanoverians reſume their arms; they recover their 
country, and the French in a little time think themſelves 
not ſecure to the eaſtward of the Rhine. 500,000 men in 
action. Six pitched battles fought. Three great armies 
annihilated. The French army reduced and vanquiſhed 
without fighting. The Ruſſians victorious, and flying as if 
they had been vanquiſhed. A confederacy, not of ſmaller 
potentates to humble one great power, but of five the great- 
eſt powers on earth to reduce one {mall potentate ; all the 
force of theſe powers exerted and baffled. It happened as 
we have related; and it is not the hiſtory of a century, buy 
of a ſingle campaign. : 


CHAP. vu. 


Preparations for an expedition to Louiſbourg. Laid aſide. 
Fort William-Henry taken. Exploits of Admiral Watſon 
and Colonel Clive in India. Chandenagore a French fort 
taken. Viftory over the Nabob. Nabob taken and be- 
beaded. Revolution in Bengal. Treaty advantagesus ta 
the Eaſt-India company. Admiral Watſon dies. 


I TH ͤregard to the part we had in the tranſactions 

of this year, though it was not ſo full of ſtriking 
events, nor does it afford ſuch a ſplendid ſubject for narra- 
tive, yet it is as intereſting to an Engliſh reader, and may 
perhaps prove more inſtructive ; as it ſhews us in ſo ſtrong 
a light, the miſerable conſequences of our political diviſions, 
which produced a general unſteadineſs in all our purſuits, 
and infuſed alangour and inactivity into all our military ope- 
rations, For, whilſt qur commanders abroad knew not who 


were to reward their ſervices or puniſh their neglects, and 


were not aſſured in what light even the beſt of their actions 
would be conſidered, (having reaſon to apprehend that they 
might not be judged of as they were in themſelves, but as 
their appearances might anſwer the end of ſome ruling fac- 

tion ) 
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tion ;) they naturally wanted that firmneſs and that enter- 
prizing reſolution, without which the beſt capacity, and in- 
tentions the moſt honeſt, can do nothing in war. The at- 
tachment of moſt men to their parties, weakened their af- 
fection to their country. It has been imagined that mini- 
ſters did not always with ſucceſs even to their own ſchemes, 
leſt obnoxious men ſhould acquire credit by the exccution 
of them; as it was ſuſpected that officers even at the ex- 
pence of their own reputation, did not exert their faculties 
to the utmoſt, leſt a diſagreeable miniſterial ſyſtem ſhould 
eſtabliſh the credit of its counſels by the vigour of their 
operations. For my part, I think that theſe refinements, in 
which there is often as much malice diſcovered as penetra- 
tion, have carried the matter infinitely too tar. But certain 
it is, that the ſpirit of perſonal parties and attachments, ne- 
ver carried to greater lengths than at that time, proved of 
very bad conſequences, if it had no other effect than to 
raiſe and to give a colour to ſuch ſuſpicions as we have firſt 
mentioned. Whatever was the caule, it is moſt certain, 
that our ſucceſs in America this year, no more anſwered to 
the greatneſs of our preparations and our hopes than it did 
in the two preceding. 

The attack upon Crown Point, which had been a princi- 
pal object of our attention in the beginning, ſeemed at this 
time to be laid aſide; and an expedition to Louiſbourg, un- 
doubtedly a more conſiderable object in itſelf, ſupplied its 
place. Lord Loudoun was to command the land forces in 
this expedition; Admiral Holborn the navy. The former 
left New York with a body of 6000 men, and ſail- 
ed to Halifax, where he was joined by the latter, July g. 
who had ſailed from Corke on the 7th of May with 
a conſiderable fleet, and much the ſame number of land 
torces, which his lordſhip had brought from New York. 
When the united armies and ficets were on the point of de- 
parting for Louiſbourg, news arrived at Halifax, that the 
Breſt fleet conſiſting of ſeventeen ſ11ps of the line befides 
frigates, with great ſupplies of military ſtores, proviſions, 
and men, were arrived at the harbour which they were pre- 
paring to attack. This news immediately ſuſpended their 
preparations. Councils of war were held one after another. 
The reſult of the whole was, that as the place was ſo well 
reinforced, the fleet of the French rather ſuperiour to on 
navy, and the ſeaſon ſo far advanced, it was the more pru- 

dent 
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dent courſe to defer the enterpriſe to a more favourable op- 
portunity. This reſolution ſeems to have been the moſt 
eligible in their circumſtances, becauſe the council of war 
was almoſt unanimous in it. 

Lord Loudoun returned to New York, and the Admiral 
now freed from the care of the tranſports ſet ſail for Louiſ- 
bourg, in hopes as it was faid, of drawing the French fleet 
to an engagement. But upon what grounds this hope was 
conceived, I confeſs I cannot ſee; as it could not be ima- 
gined, that the French fleet having no ſort of occaſion to 
fight in order to protect Louiſbourg, would chuſe out of a 
bravado to bring on an unneceſlary battle. However it 
was, the Engliſh ſquadron continued to cruize off that har- 
bour until the 25th of September, when they were overtaken 
by a terrible ſtorm, in which one of our ſhips was loſt, eleven 
diſmaſted, and the reſt returned to England in a very ſhat 
tered condition. This was the end of the expedition to 
Louiſbourg from which ſo much was expected. But it was 
not the worſt conſequences which attended it. 

Since Oſwego had been taken, the French remained en- 
tirely maſters of all the lakes, and we could do nothing to 
obſtruct their collecting the Indians from all parts, and 
obliging them to act in their favour. But our apprehenſions, 
(or what ſhall they be called?) did more in favour of the 
French than their conqueſts. Not ſatisfied with the loſs of 
that important fortreſs, we ourſelves abandoned to the mer- 
cy of the enemy all the country of the Five Nations, the 
only body of Indians who preſerved even the appearance of 
friendſhip to us. The forts we had at the Great carrying 
Place were demoliſhed; Wood Creek was induſtrioufly 
ſtopped up and filled with logs ; by which it became evident 
to all thoſe who knew that country, that our communication 
with our allied Indians was totally cut off; and what was 
worſe, our whole frontier left perfectly uncovered to the 
irruption of the enemies ſavages, who ſoon availed them- 
{elves of our errors. For after the removal of theſe barriers, 
and the taking of Fort William-Henry, of which we ſhall 
ſpeak preſently, they deſtroyed with fire and ſword the fine 
ſettlements which we poſſeſſed on the Mohawks river and 
on thoſe grounds called the German flats. Thus with a 
vaſt increaſe of our torces, and the cleareſt ſuperiority over 
the enemy, we only abandoned our allies, expoſed our peo- 


ple, and relinquiſhed a large and valuable tract of country. 
| 'The 


1757. The HisTorky of the WAR. 41 


The French ſoon made us feel effectually the want of what 
we had loſt, and what we had thrown away. 

A conſiderable fort called Fort i ry, had been 
built on the ſouthern edge of the Lake George, in order to 
command that lake, and to cover our frontiers; a garriſon 
of 2500 men defended it. General Webb with about 4000 
men was poſted at no great diſtance. No ſooner had the 
French learned that my Lord Loudoun with the body of the 
army was gone on the 3 expedition, than they pre- 
pared to take advantage of his abſence. They drew toge- 
ther all the forces which they had at Crown- Point, 'T icon- 
deroga, and the adjacent poſts; they added a conſiderable 
body of Canadians, and a greater number of Indians than 
they had ever yet employed; the whole made near 8000 
men. With theſe and a very good artillery, Monſicur 
Montcalm prepared to beſiege Fort William-Henry. It is 
ſaid that the advances of this commander were not made 
with ſo much ſecrecy as to prevent General Webb from 
having early intelligence of his motions ; but unfortunately 
no credit being given to this intelligence, orders were not 
ſent to colle& the militia in ſufficient time, which in con- 
junction with his own forces, and with thoſe in the fort, had 
either obliged the French to relinquiſh their attempt, or to 
have made it a very great hazard. But the ſiege being 


now regularly formed, and the beſiegers meeting 


but little oppoſition from within, and no diſtur- Aug. 3. 


bance at all from without, the place was in fix 

days ſurrendered by the advice of General Webb; gꝗth. 
whoſe intercepted letter M. Montcalm ſent into 

the tort. 

The garriſon marched out with their arms, and engag— 
ed not to ſerve during eighteen months. The French ſa— 
vages paid no regard to the capitulation, but falling upon 
our men as they marched out, dragged away the little 
effects they had left, hawling the Indians and Blacks in 
our ſervice out of their ranks, ſcalping ſome, carrying off 
others, and committing a thouſand outrages and barbari- 
tics, from which the French commander endeavoured in 
vain to reſtrain them. All this was ſuffered by 2000 men 
with arms in their hands, from a diſorderly crew of ſa— 
vages. However, the greateſt part of our men, though in 
a bad condition, got to Fort Edward, ſome by flight; tome 
having ſurrendered themſelves to the French, were by 

G them 
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them ſent home. The enemy demoliſhed the fort, car- 
ried off the proviſion, ammunition, artillery, and the veſ- 
ſels which we had prepared on the lake, and departed 
without attempting _ thing farther. Neither was any 
thing farther attempted on our ſide. And thus was finiſh- 
ed the third campaign in North America, where we had 
actually near 20,000 regular troops, a great number of 
provincial forces, and a great naval power of upwards of 
twenty ſhips of the line. 

A war between the maritime powers 1s felt in all parts of 
the world. Not content with inflaming Europe and Ame- 
rica, the diſſentions of the French and Engliſh purſued the 
tracts of their commerce, and the Ganges felt the fatal ef- 
fects of a quarrel on the Ohio. But here the ſcene is 
changed greatly to the advantage of our nation; the bra- 
very of Admiral Watſon and Colonel Clive, re-eſtabliſhed 
the military honour of the Engliſh, which was ſinking there 
as it had done in all other places. Admiral Watſon with 
no more than three ſhips of the line, ſailed from Madraſs, 

and after a tedious voyage arrived at the port of 
Dec. 5. Balaſore in the kingdom of Bengal, where ſtrength- 

ening his force with what recruits he could draw 
together, he entered the Ganges, and after a ſhort reſiſtance 

made himſelf maſter of Buſbudgia fort which 
Jan. 30. commanded that part of the river. This opened 

him a paſſage to the fort of Calcutta, the late prin- 
cipal ſettlement of the company in Bengal, and the ſcene of 
the deplorable ſufferings of ſo many of our unfortunate 
countrymen. Animated with revenge at the affecting ſight 
of this place, our ſhips and land forces attacked it with fo 
much ſpirits, that the Indians ſurrendered it on the ſame 
day it was approached. A few days after Hugly, ſituated 
higher up the Ganges, was reduced with as little difficulty. 

The Nabob, who ſaw that the torrent of the Engliſh va- 
lour could not be reſiſted by ſuch feeble dams as forts de- 
fended by Indians, drew down a whole army conſiſting of 
10,000 horſe, and 12, 000 foot, to drive them from their 
conqueſts. Infinitely inferior as our troops were in number, 

they did not heſitate to attack the Nabob's army. 

Feb. 5. Though our forces did not entirely rout the In- 
dians, yet they made a great ſlaughter amongſt 

them; and they had fo much the advantage of the field, 
+ that ſ the Nabob was in a ſhort time glad to con- 

' clade a treaty of peace, by which the Englith 
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Faſt-India company was re-eſtabliſhed in all its antient pri- 
vileges; an immunity from all taxes was granted, and a 
reſtitution promiſed for all that the trade had ſuffered in the 
taking of Calcutta. 50 

When all obſtruction on the ſide of the Indians was re- 
moved, and the company's officers had taken poſſeſſion of 
their antient eftabliſhments, the Admiral turned his arms 
againſt the French. He reſolved to attack Chandenagore, 
ſituated ſomewhat higher on the river than Calcutta; a 
place of conſiderable ſtrength and the principal ſettlement 
of the French in that part of the Eaft-Indies. In this ex- 
pedition Colonel Clive commanded 700 Europeans and 1600 
Black ſoldiers. The Admirals Watſon and Pocock com- 
manded the fleet, if it may be called a fleet, which conſiſted 
of no more than three ſhips of the line, the Kent, the Ty- 
ger, and the Saliſbury. The French a in the beſt 
manner they could to receive them, and ſunk ſeveral large 
veſſels both above and below their fort; but the Admiral 
having by carefully ſounding found a ſafe paſſage without 
being driven to the neceſſity of weighing up any of the 
ſhips, made ſo ſevere a fire upon the fort, in which he was 
{ſeconded by Colonel Clive's batteries on the ſhore, 
that the place capitulated in lefs than three hours. May 24. 
$00 Europeans and 700 Blacks ſurrendered priſo- 
ners of war; 183 pieces of cannon were found in the 
place, beſides a conſiderable value in goods and money. 


Four forts coſt our troops no more than four days to reduce 


them. 


The judicious timeing of theſe ſeveral operations, as well 
as thoſe which followed, was not lefs laudable than the gal- 
lant ſpirit with which they were executed. Before the 
French were alarmed, care was taken to re-poſſeſs all the 
poſts we formerly held; to humble the Nabob by ſome ef- 
teQtual blow; and by a treaty tie up his hands from acting 
againſt us. This Prince had ſhewed himſelf from the mo- 
ment of his ſigning that treaty, very little inclined to abide 
by the ſtipulations he had made. He indeed promiſed 
abundantly, but always deferred the performance upon ſuch 
frivolous pretences, as evidently demonſtrated his ill inten- 
tions. The Engliſh commanders underſtood this proceed- 
ing perfectly well; but they reſolved to diſſemble their ſenſe 
of it, until they had broken the French power in this pro- 
vince, which they had greater reaſon to dread, ſmall as It 

2 Was; 
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was, than all the armies of the Nabob. When they had 
fully accompliſhed this by the taking of Chandenagore, they 
deliberated whether they cught not to re-commence hoſtili- 
ties with the Indians. A reſolution in the affirmative had 
been attended with great difficulty and danger, if a moſt 
fortunate incident had not helped to enſure ſucceſs. 

The Nabob Suraja Doula, the ſame who had the laſt year 
taken Calcutta, had ſhewn to his own ſubjects the ſame vi- 
olent and perfidious ſpirit, which formerly and ſtill diſtreſſed 
the Engliſh. His Generals were moſtly diſcontented, and 
ſome of them entered into a conſpiracy againſt him. Jaffier 
Ali Cawn one of his principal officers, a man of great power 
and intereſt, was at the head of this conſpiracy. As ſoon 
as their deſigns were ripened, they communicated them to 
the Engliſh government in Calcutta, praying their aſſiſtance, 
The chiefs there did not heſitate long what party they 
ſhould take; they entered into a treaty with Jaffier Ali Cawn 
and the conſpirators; and in conſequence of this treaty, our 
troops immediately took the field under Colonel Clive. The 
Admiral undertook to garriſon the fort of Chandenagore 
with his ſeamen, in order to leave the greater number of 
land forces for the expedition. A detachment of fifty ſea- 
men with their officers were added to ſerve as gunners. A 
twenty gun ſhip was ſtationed above Hugly, in order to 
preſerve a communication between Colonel Clive and the 
Admiral. 

'Their preliminary meaſures being thus judiciouſly taken, 
they advanced up the river, and in a few days brought the 
Nabob's army of about 20,000 men, excluſive of thoſe-who 

favoured the conſpirators, to an action, which was 
June 22. deciſive in favour of the Engliſh. Two conſider- 

able bodies commanded by Jaffier and Roy Dolub 
remained inactive in the engagement. The Nabob ſeeing 
himſelf ruined by the treachery of his officers and the cow- 
ardice of his troops, fled with the few who continued faith- 
ful to him. 

Jaffier Ali Cawn now declared himſclf openly; and en- 

tering Muxadavat the capital of the province with 

26. an army of his friends and victorious allies, he was 

placed by Colonel Clive in the antient ſeat of the 
Nabobs, and received the homage of all ranks of people as 
Suba of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa. The depoſed Nahob 
was ſoon after made priſoner, and put to death in his prven 
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by the conqueror. In about thirteen days this great revo- 
lution was accompliſhed ; and with leſs force and trouble 
than is often required to take a petty village in Germany, 
was transferred the government of a vaſt kingdom, yielding 
in its dimenſions to few in Europe, but to none in the ferti- 
lity of 1ts ſoil, the number of its inhabitants, and the rich- 
neſs of its commerce. By the alliance with the new Nabob, 
and by the reduction of Chandenagore, the French were 
entirely driven out of Bengal and all its dependencies. 'This 
was one of the articles of the treaty. By the other articles, 
a perpetual alliance offenſive and defenſive was made be- 
tween the parties, 'The territories of the company were 
enlarged, and upwards of two millions ſterling was ſtipu- 
lated to be paid as an indemnification to the Faſt-India com- 
pany, and the ſufferers in the taking of Calcutta. The new 
Nabob, full of gratitude to thoſe to whom he owed his dig- 
nity, gave, beſides the above large ſums, about 600,000 
pounds, as a gratuity to the fea ſquadron and the troops. 
However ſhort of expeQation our enterpriſes in America fell 
this year, thoſe in the Faſt-Indies greatly exceeded ever 
thing we could hope from the forces which were 988 
And it may be doubted whether all the great powers en- 
gaged in the preſent bloody wars in Europe, in which ſuch 
torrents of blood are ſpilled, and ſo many millions of trea- 
ſure are waſted, will in the concluſion reap amongſt them fo 
much ſolid profit as the Engliſh Eaſt-India company did with 
a handful of men in a ſhort campaign. 'The joy of the na- 
tion at theſe ſignal ſucceſſes, was not a little damped by the 
death of Admiral Watſon, who loſt his life by the 
unwholeſomeneſs of the country, in which he had Aug. 16. 
eſtabliſhed a great and laſting reputation. Colonel 

Clive {till lives to enjoy the fortune and honour he has ac- 
quired by his gallant actions. 


CHAP; 


French retire out of Hanover, The taking of Haya. Min- 


den taken. Diſtreſs of the French. Genereſity of the 
Duke de Randan. The French retire beyond the Rhine. 
Recovery of Embden by Commodore Holmes. | 


K LL the bloodſhed of the laſt campaign in 
1758. A Germany, and thoſe loſſes which both the 


yictorious and vanquithed felt ſo very ſeverely, produced no 
overtures 
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overtures towards peace from any of the powers at war. 
And perhaps nothing ſo ſingular ever happened, as that ſo 
many ſtates, united, if not againſt their real intereſts, yet 
againſt all their former habits of connection, full of ſo ma- 
ny occafions of jealouſy, abounding with matter of com- 
plaint againſt each other, and even involved in misfortunes 
which uſually deſtroy a mutual confidence, that not one of 
theſe powers either from fear, or hope, or wearinefs, or 
levity, deſiſted from their hoſtihties againſt the King of 
Pruſſia; nor did that monarch acquire one ally more by 
the admiration of his ſucceſſes, than he had formerly gain- 
ed through compaſſion to his misfortunes. All the confe- 
derates preſerved the ſame attachment to each other, to 
him the ſame animofitv. It is equally a matter of great ad- 
miration, how the reſources even of theſe great ſtates, 
could keep pace witn their ambition, and in a very few 
months ſupply the place of great armics almoſt wholly de- 
ſtroyed. The King of Pruſſia by his victories had added to 
his natural reſources. Theſe reſources were more conſide- 
rable than is commonly imagined ; and the poſſeſſion of 
Saxony which yielded him great ſupplies, ſaved his own 
revenue. He was indeed not quite ſo freſh as at the be— 
ginning of the war; but then the condition of the enemy 
was in many reſpects far worſe than his. His troops had 
befides acquired a high reputation and a clear ſuperiority 
over all others. 'The conſideration, however, of an ar- 
my greatly harraſſed, and a molt ſevere winter, obliged him 
to reſtrain his ardor, and to attempt nothing againſt the 
Auſtrians in the months of January, February, and March. 
The ſame inaction owing tp much the ſame cauſes, pre— 
vailed amongſt the Hanoverians for a little time: but hav- 
ing been reinforced about the middle of February by a bo- 
dv of Pruſſian horſe, they put their whole army once more 

n motion. | 
The Duke de Richlieu had been recalled, and the Count 
o Clermont now commanded the French troops. This 
was their third commander in chief within the ſpace of a 
year ; a circumſtance alone ſufficient to ſhew the unſtęadi- 
neſs of their councils, and the irregularity of their opera- 
tions. In effect, they every where retreated before the 
Banoverians, whoſe main body marched on the right to 
the country of Bremen; whilit a ſecond body under Gene- 
ral Zaſtrow kept on the left towards Gifſorn. They puſh- 
06 
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ed the French from poſt to poſt. They obliged them to 
evacuate Otterſberg, Bremen, and Werden. The caſtic 
of Rotterſberg was taken in fix hours. A conſiderable de- 
tachment under Count Chabot was poſted at Hoya, a ſtrong 
fort upon the Weſer, and a place of ſuch conſequence 
that prince Ferdinand reſolved to diſlodge the enemy from 
it. He appointed for that ſervice the hereditary prince of 
Brunſwick, with four battalions of foot and fome light 
horſe. This prince, not twenty years of age, had already 
entered into the courſe of glory under the auſpices of his 
uncle, and full of ardor to ſignalize himfelt, with joy em- 
braced the occaſion: and here he gave an earneit of his 
fame, in one of the moſt lively and beſt conducted actions 
in the war. The firſt fruits of this young hero were ſuch a, 
would have done honour to the maturity of the moſt expe- 
rienced ſoldier. 

The prince had a broad and deep river to paſs. He had 
no means of tranſporting his men, but a ſingle 
float; ſo that a long time mult be ſpent in get- Feb. 23. 
ting them over: what was worſt, before halt his : 
troops were paſſed, a ſtrong wind arote, which rendered 
the float unſerviceable, and entirely cut off all communica- 
tion between the prince and the moſt conſiderable number 
of his party, whilſt the party he was going to attack was 
ſuperior to him, had his whole bouy been together. In 
this exigence the prince came to a relojution worthy of 
himſelf. He reſolved not to ſpend any time in attempts to 
bring over the reſt of his troops, much leſs to make any at- 
tempts to return to them; but to urge on boldly, in tuch 
a manner #5 to poſſeſs the enemy with an opinion of his 
ſtrength, and to attack them briſkly before they could be 
undeceived. Therefore, between four and five o'clock in the 
morning, they marched with the utmoſt ſpeed directly to 
the town of Hoya, When they had approached within a 
mile and a halt of the place, another accident was on the 
point of deteating the whole enterpriſe. Their detachment 
fired by miſtake upon four of the enemies dragoons, who 
were patrolling; the firing was caught from one to another, 
and at laſt became general. This ſeemed more than enough 
to diſcover their motions and alarm the enemy. But the 
fame ſpirit influenced the conduct of every part of this at. 
fair; 2 bold countenance became necetlary, and it was at 
tumed ; they marched with the utmoſt diligence to the 
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town, and encountered the enemy at the bridge; a fierce 
fire, well ſupported on either ſide, enſued. The ground 
was ſuch, that the prince could not bring up his whole 
detachment equally. Senſible of this diſadvantage, he form- 
ed a deſign to overcome it, as judicious as it was reſolute, 
which was to turn the enemy by attacking them in the rear ; 
to execute this deſign, it was neceſſary to make a circuit 
about the town. Ev ery thing ſucceeded : the attack on 
the enemy's rear was made with bayonets fixed; a terrible 
ſlaughter enſued. 'The French abandoned the bridge, and 
fled in confuſion : the prince having cleared the town of 
the enemy, joined the party he had left. "The Count de 
Chabot threw himſelf, with two battalions, into the caſtle, 
with a reſolution to maintain himſelf there ; but, in a lit- 
tle time, he capitulated, ſurrendering the place, his ſtores, 
and magazines, his troops being permitted to march out. 
The prince, who had no artillery, and who, on account 
of the badneſs of the roads, deſpaired of bringing up hea- 
vy cannon, ſuffered them to depart. Six hundred and ſeven- 
ty men were made priſoners in the aQtion, and a place of 
much importance, and which opened a paſſage over the 
Weſer, ſecured to the Hanoverians, with the loſs of lefs 
than 100 men killed and wounded. I have dwelt on thi: 
action, and deſcribed it as particularly as I could, though 
nothing deciſive in itſelf, becauſe it is not in pitched battles 
between great armies, where the moſt maſterly ſtrokes ot 
conduct are always diſplayed ; theſe leſſer affairs frequently 
call for as much or more of ſagacity, reſolution, and pre- 
ſence of mind, in the commander; yet are they often ſlightly 
paſted by, as matters of no conſequence, by the generality 
of pcople, who rather conſider the greatneſs of the event, 
than the ſpirit of the action. 

Prince Ferdinand continued to advance, with his right 
on one ſide of the Weſer, and his left on the other; the 
French continued to retire, and ſucceſſively abandoned all 
the places they had occupicd in the electorate, except 
Minden. A garriſon of 4000 men defended that place; 

but it was cloſely inveſtcd, and in nine days the 

March whole garriſon ſurrendered priſoners of war. Se- 

14. veral ſkirmiſhes happened between the advanced 
parties of the Hanoverian army and the French, 

always to the advantage of the former. The wretched con- 

dition of the French troops is hardly to be deſcribed or ima- 
gined: 
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gined: officers and ſoldiers involved in one common diſtreſs; 
the officers forgot their rank, and the ſoldiers their obedi- 
ence; full hoſpitals, and empty magazines ; a rigorous ſea- 
ſon, and bad covering ; their baggage ſeized or abandoned, 
and the huſſars and hunters of the allied army continually 
haraſſing, pillaging, and cutting them off. It was no alle- 
viation to their miſery, that the inhabitants of the country, 
which they abandoned, were reduced fo the ſame extremi- 
ties. The ſavage behaviour of ſome of their troops at their 
departure, took away all compaſſion for their ſufferings ; 
but this was not univerſal. The Duke de Randan, who 
commanded in Hanover, quitted the place with the ſame 
virtue, that he had ſo long held it. Reſentment had no 
power to perſuade him to act with rigour, in the adverſe 
turn of the French affairs, than the pride of conqueſt had 
in their proſperity. When he had orders to evacuate the 
place, there were very conſiderable magazines of corn and 
forage, amaſſed for the uſe of the army; he had full time 
to burn them, and he had precedents enough to have juſ- 
tified the action: but he left the whole in the hands of the 
magiſtrates, to be gratuitouſly diftributed to the poor: he 
employed all his vigilance to prevent the leaſt diſorder 
amongſt his troops, and was himſelf the laſt man that 
marched out of the town. This behavour, which did ſuch 
honour to his name and country, has made his memory tor 
ever dear to the Hanoverians, drew tears of love and grati- 
tude from his enemies, and acknowledgments from the 
generous prince againſt whom he ſerved. 

The French, through extreme difficulties, marched to- 
wards the Rhine in three columns. The ſeveral ſcattered 
bodies, which had united at Munſter, formed the right. 
The body, which came from Paderborn, and which was 
commanded by the prince of Clermont in perſon, march- 
ed in the middle. The forces which had occupied Heſſe 
were on the left. In this order they reached the Rhine, 
which they all paſſed, except a body under Count Cler- 
mont, who ſtill remained at Weſel, and reſolved to main- 
tain that poſt. The French army, Which about four 
months before had paſſed the Rhine in numbers, and in a 
condition to make the moſt powerful enemies tremble, with- 
out any adverſe ſtroke of war whatſoever, by a fate almoſt 
unparalleled, now repaſſed it like fugitives, in a condition 
be moſt deplorable, reduced to leſs than half their original 
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number, and cloſely purſued by the enemy, Which they had 
obliged to lay down their arms. 

The ſame ill fortune, and the ſame deſpair of their af. 
fairs, followed them every where. On the arrival of « 
{mall Engliſh ſquadron, commanded by commodore Holmes, 

betore Embden, and their taking an advantageous 
March ſituation, which cut off the communication be- 


14. tween the town and the mouth of the river Ems; 
| the French garriſon, conſiſting of 4000 men, im- 
9* mediately evacuated the place. As ſoon as Mr. 


Holmes diſcovered their deſign, and that they were tran\- 
porting their artillery and baggage up the river, he order- 
ed out a few armed boats to purſue them. Theſe took 
ſome of the enemy's veſſels, in which were the ſon of an 
ofhcer of diſtinction, and a conſiderable ſum of money. 
The commodore without delay reſtored the ſon to his fa- 
ther, and offered to return the money, on receiving the 
officer's word of honour, that it was his private property. 
This affair is mentioned, not only to do juſtice to the judi- 
cious conduct by which, a place of ſo much conſideration 
was ſo caſily carried, but alſo to that generoſity of ſpirit, 
which ſo nobly diſtinguithes almoſt all thoſe, who hold 8 
rank in our ſervice. 


H 


Alterations in the Fre "ach 1 The ſlate of the Engliſh 
affairs in the year 17 Subſidy treaty with the King 
of Pruſſia. Affairs 7 + ores and Ruſſia. Scbweidnitz 

baten. King of Pruſſia enters Moravia and inveſts Ol. 
mutz. Co + of Count Daun. Attacks the Pruſſias 
convoy. Siege of Olmutz . King of Pruſſia marchei 


inte Bohemia. 


HIL S I' the French arms ſuffered ſuch diſgrace: 

abroad, they endeavoured by an alteration of thei; 
councils at home, to reſtore their credit. Their miniſters 
had been long the ſport of female caprice; it was their 
power of pleaſing a miſtreſs who governed their King, that 
alone qualified them to ſerve their country. Some of thc 
moſt able men were turned out of their employments with 
diſgrace; others retired from the publick ſervice with in- 
dignation z a certain low character had tor a long time 7 
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peared in all the proceedings of France, both within and 
without. Even in their domeſtic diſputes, and where 
ſomething of a free and manly ſpirit appeared, this ſpirit 
evaporated, and ſpent itſelf upon unworthy and deſpicable 
objects. Theſe conteſts which involved the church, the 
law, and the crown, weakened them all; and the ſtate 
felt all the ill effects of diſunion of its orders, without ſce— 
ing an augmentation of power thrown into the ſcale of any. 
But now taup ht by their misfortunes and diſgraces, they 
were obliged to an alteration in their conduct : they were 
obliged to call men to the public ſervice upon public prin- 
ciples; at a time indeed, when in many reſpeCts things 
could only be altered not mended ; and wiſe and able mi- 
niſters could do little more by their penetration and public 
ſpirit, than to ſee and lament the ruin, cauſed by the want 
of thoſe virtues in their predeceſſors. The duke de Belle- 
fle, known to all Europe for his great abilities, and his 
great explo . was at length placed at the head of the mili- 
tary depar nt. as ſecretary at war. 

There appeared in the common-prints a ſpeech, ſaid to 
be made by that nobleman in council ; which, if it be not 
authentic, cont2'ns at Il-aſt ſuch ſentiments, as would come 
not unnaturally from a French patriot, and one who had 
ſerved his king and country with honour during better 
times. | 
* I know, ſaid he, the ſtate of our armies. It gives me 
great grief, and no leſs indignation: for beſides the real 
evil of the diſorder in itſelf, the diſgrace and infam 
which it reflects on our government, and on the whole 
nation, is ſtill more to be apprehended. The choice of 
officers ought to be made with mature deliberation. I 
know but too well to what length the want of diſcipline, 
pillaging and robbing have bcen carricd on by the officers 
and common men, after the example ſet them by their 
generals. It mortiftes mc to think I am a Frenchman ; 
my principles are known to be very different from thoſe 
which are now followed. I had the ſatisfaction to retain 
the eſteem, the friendſhip and the conſideration, of all 
the princes, noblemen, and even all the common people 
in all parts of Germany where I commanded the king's 
forces. They lived there in the midſt of abundance ; 
every one was pleaſed; it fills my foul with anguiſh, to 
had that at preſent the French arc held in exccration ; 
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e that every body is diſpirited, and that many officers pub- 
C lickly ſay things that are criminal and highly puniſhable. 
«© The evil is ſo great that it demands immediate redreſs. 
I can eaſily judge, by what paſſes in my own breaſt, of 
„ what our generals feel from the ſpeeches they muſt dai- 


&« ly hear in Germany, concerning our conduct; which 


© indeed would loſe much to be compared with that of our 
« allies. I muſt particularly complain of the delays and 
&« irregularity of the poſts; a ſervice which is very ill pro- 
“ vided for. I am likewiſe diſpleaſed with the negligence 
« of our generals returning anſwers ; which is a manifeſt 
ce breach of their duty. Had I commanded the army, a 
« thouſand things which are done, would not have been 
« done; and others, which are neglected, would have 
« been executed. I would have multiplied my communi- 
« cations; I would have had ſtrong poſts on the right, on 
ce the left, and in the centre, lined with troops. I would 
% have had magazines in every place. The quiet and ſatis- 
faction of the country ſhould have been equal to their pre- 
« ſent diſſaffection, at being haraſſed and plundered ; and we 
« ſhould have been as much beloved, as we are at preſent 
« abhorred. The conſequences are too apparent to need 
« being mentioned. I muſt inſiſt on theſe things, becauſe 

6 late redreſs is better than the continuation of the evil.“ 
M. de Belleifle being eſtabliſhed in his office, turned all 
his attention to the cure of the evils, which he lamented ; 
and exerted all the power that remained in the nation, to 
put their army in Germany once more upon a reſpectable 
footing. The expedition into Germany was originally a 
meaſure as contrary to the true intereſts of France, as it 
was of juſtice and equity; but having adopted that meaſure, 
the conſequences which aroſe ſeemed to demand that it 
ſhould be purſued with vigour. Therefore the connection 
with the Empreſs Queen was drawn cloſer than ever, and 
nothing was omitted to give a greater ſtrength, and a better 
order to the army on the Rhine. But theſe endeavours 
which ſtrained all the ſincws of France, already too much 
weakened by the almoſt total ruin of ſeveral eſſential bran- 
ches of their trade, drew away all the reſources neceſſary 
to ſupport their navy. It was then in a ſufficiently bad 
condition, from a want of ſeamen and ſtores; and there 
were no means found, or little attention uſed, to reſtore it: 
ſo that from a deficiency in the marine, it ſeemed to be 
equally 
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equally impracticable to feed the war in America, or to 
preſerve the coaſt of France itſelf from inſults. Such was 
the condition of our enemies, at the opening of the cam- 
paign of 1758. ; | 

As to England, far from being exhauſted by the war, or 
diſpirited by our ill ſucceſs, our hopes roſe from our diſap- 
pointments, and our reſources ſeemed to be augmented by 
our expences z with ſuch eaſe and alacrity were the neceſſa- 
ry ſupplies granted and raiſed. Many errors and man 
abuſes which the war diſcovered without making fatal, 
were corrected. The ſpirit of our officers was revived b 
fear or by ſhame. Our trade was well protected by the 
ſuperiority, and prudent diſtribution of our naval force. 
The revenue was frugally managed, and the whole ſtate 
well cemented and bound together in all its parts, by the 
union of the adminiſtration, by the patriotiſm which ani- 
mated it, and by the entire confidence which the people 
had in the preſiding abilities and intentions. As France 
perſiſted in her attachment to the enemies of his Pruſſian 
majeſty, Great Britain entered into ſtill cloſer engagements 
with that monarch, the luſtre of whoſe virtues, ſet off by 
his late wonderful ſucceſſes, quite turned our eyes from the 
objections which were raiſed againſt the conſiſtency of that 
alliance with our intereſts. How far it is conſiſtent with 
them, 1s, I think, a much more difficult point to ſettle, 
than the adherents to either party ſeem willing to allow. 
But it ought to be conſidered, that the circumſtances of 
affairs in the beginning ot the war, hardly admitted of any 
other choice; it had been the height ot madneſs to have 
been on ill terms with his Pruſſian majeſty at that time; 
and it was impoſlible to have kept good terms with him, 
without being on very bad ones with Vienna. Things 
were in an ill ſituation ; and the ballance of Germany was 
in danger of being overſet, what party ſoever ſhould pre- 
vail. It was impoſlible that England could have ſtood neu- 
ter in this conteſt : if ſhe had, France would not have imi- 
tated her moderation; ſhe would gladly have joined with 
the King of Pruſſia to diſtreſs Hanover, and reduce Auſtria. 
Theſe two powers ſo exerted, would doubtleſs compaſs 
their end, unleſs we interpoſed to prevent it; and we muſt 
ſooner or latter have interpoſed, unleſs we were reſolved 
tamely to fee France and ker allies giving laws to the conti- 
nent. In a word, France would certainly have joined with 
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one party or the other, and the party which ſhe joined, 
would certainly, by that union, prove dangerous to the 
common liberty, and muſt therefore be oppoſed by us; we 
muit have been in ſpite of us engaged in the troubles of 
Germany, as we ever have been, and ever ſhall be, aslon 
as we are a people of conſideration in Europe. The alliance 
with Pruſſia was pointed out to us by the circumſtance of 
his acting on the defenſive. The King of Pruſſia medita- 
ted no conqueſts. But her Imperial majeſty indiſputably 
aimed at the recovery of Sileſia, which was to diſturb the 
ſettled order of things; and this deſign was the only cauſe 
of the troubles in that part of the world. I am ſenſible 
that this is notwithſtanding all that may be ſaid, a queſtion 
of ſome intricacy, and requires a conſideration of many 
more particulars, than the brevity of our deſign will allow. 
But whether we choſe our party in this alliance judiciouſly or 
not, we have, 1 imagine, very great reaſon to be pleaſed 
with a meaſure, which has induced France to engage ſo 
deeply in the affairs of Germany, at ſo ruinous an expence 
of her blood and treaſure. Our miniſtry was at this time 
tully convinced of the prudence of the choice that had been 
made, and reſolved to ſupport his Pruſſian majeſty, and 
the army under prince Ferdinand, in the moſt effeQtuai 
manner ; 100,000 |. were voted for the Hanoverian and 
Heſſian forces; and a convention between the 
Ap. 11. King ot Pruſſia, and his Britannic majeſty, was 
ſigned in London, whereby the King of Great 
Britain engages to pay his Pruſhan majeſty the ſum of 
670,000 |. ſterling ; and each of the contracting towers 
engaged to conclude no peace without the partic; ation of 
the other. 
Ihe northern courts made no alteration in their ſyſtem. 
In Sweden, ſome real plots to diſturb the eſtabliſhed con- 
{{itution ended in the rum of their contrivers ; ſome ficti— 
tous plots were ſet on foot to ive a ſanction to meatures 
againſt the crown party, w much aniwered their ends; and, 
as the ruling power continued the fame, and the interna} 
iſſenſions the ſame, the hoſtilitiss againſt the King of 
Pruſſia were reſolved with the former animoſity, but pro- 
miſled to be purſued with the former languor. In Ruſſia, 
the Empreſs did not think her intentions well ſeconded by 
her miniſters. The great delays, and the unaccount table 
retreat in the laſt cantpaign, gave ground to ſuſpect, that 
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ſhe had been betrayed by her miniſters, or her generals. 
M. Apraxin was moved from the command, and was put 
under arreſt. He juſtified his conduct by expreſs orders 
from Count Beſtuchef. Beſtuchef was removed from his 
office, and put under arreſt allo. Count Woronzoff ſuc- 
ceeded Beſtuchef in his employment, and the generals 
Brown and Fermor took the command of the army in the 
place of Apraxin. 

As ſoon as the ſeaſon permitted the King of Pruſſia to 
re-commence his operations, he laid ſiege to 
Schweidnitz, and puſhed it with ſo much vigour, April 3. 
that the place ſurrendered in thirteen days. The 

garriſon reduced by ſickneſs during the blockade, and by 
their loſſes during the ſiege, from ſeven to little more than 
three thouſand men, yielded themſelves prifoners of war. 
By this ſtroke, the King of Pruſſia left his enemies no loot- 
ing in any part of his dominions. His next conſideration 
was how to guard againſt their future attempts, and at the 


fame time to make a vigorous attack upon ſome part of 


the Auſtrian territories. His forces were well ſtationed 
tor both theſe purpoſes; for beſides the troops which count 
Dohna commanded on the ſide of Pomerania, a conſidera— 
ble body was poſted between Wohlau and Glogau, in order 
to cover Sileſia from the fury of the Ruſſians, in caſe they 
ſhould make their inroad that way. An army, in a little 
time after was formed iv Saxony, commanded by his bro- 
ther prince Henry, which conſiſted of thirty battalions, 
and forty-five ſquadrons. It was deſtined to make head 
againſt the army of the Empire, which by amazing efforts 
made during the winter, and by the junction of a large bo- 
dy of Auſtrians, was now in a condition to ad again. A 
ready communication was kept up between all the King of 
Pruſſia's armies, by a proper choice of poſts. 

The King reſolved to make Moravia the theatre 
of the war this year. Moravia was freſh ground ; 
a country, as yet untouched by the ravages of war. It he 
ſhould ſucceed in his operations in this country, his ſuc— 
ceſſes by opening to him the neareſt road to Vienna, muil 
prove more deciſive than they could any where eltc. If he 
ſhould fail, the Auſtrians were at a diſtance from the centre 
of his affairs, and would find it difficult to improve thei 
advantages to his ruin. After the reduction of Schweid- 
nitz, the King ordered two bodies of his troops to pol 
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themſelves in ſuch a manner, as to make it appear that he 
intended to carry the war into Bohemia. Whilſt he drew 
away the enemies attention from the real objects by theſe 

diſpoſitions, the main of his army, by a very 
May 3. rapid march, entered into Moravia in two co- 

lumns, and made themſelves maſters, in a ſhort 
time and with little or no oppoſition, of all the ous neceſ- 
ſary to cover the troops to be employed in the ſiege of Ol- 
mutz. On the 27th of May the trenches were opened be- 
fore that city. 

M. Daun was no ſooner appriſed of the King's march to- 
wards Moravia, than he took his route through Bohemia 
to that province. Notwithſtanding that the Empreſs Queen 
omitted no poſſible endeavours to aſſemble a large army 
againſt the King of Pruſſia, though ſhe had for that pur- 
poſe exhauſted the Milaneſe and "Tuſcany, and ſwept up 
the laſt recruits in her Danubian territories, M. Daun was 
not yet in a condition to give the King of Pruſſia battle; 
neither did his character lead him to truſt that to fortune, 
which he might enſure, though more ſlowly, by conduR. 
This wiſe general took his poſts from Gewics to Littau, in 
a mountainous country, in a ſituation where it was impoſſi- 
ble toattack him. He had the fertile country of Bohemia, 
from whence he readily and certainly drew ſupplies, at his 
rear. He was from his poſition at the ſame time enabled to 
haraſs the Pruſſian army before Olmutz, and to intercept 
the convoys which were brought to them from Sileſia. 

Olmutz, by the extent of its works, and other advan- 
tageous circumſtances, is a city which it is very difficult 
compleatly to inveſt. So that ſome of the King's poſts be- 
ing neceſſarily weakened by occupying fo great an extent of 
country, were attacked by Daun's detachments from time 
to time, with ſuch ſucceſs, that abundant ſuccours both 
of men and ammunition were thrown into the place. Theſe 
attacks were always made by night, and very few nights 
paſſed without ſome attack. 'The ſucceſs was variaus. But 
the operations of the ſiege were greatly diſturbed by theſe 
continual alarms. Beſides it is ſaid that the Auſtrians, be- 
tore the King's invaſion of this province, had deſtroyed all 
the forage in the neighbourhood of Olmutz. The horſe 
were obliged to forage at a great diſtance, which haraſſed 
them extreamly. M. Daun took advantage of all theſe 
circumitances. It was in vain that the King of Pruſſia 
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endeavoured by all the arts of a great commander to pro- 


voke or entice him to an engagement. He profited of the 
advantages he had made, without being tempted by them 
to throw out of his hands the ſecure game he was play- 
ing. 
> he great object of M. Daun was the Pruſſian convoys, 
On receiving advice that a large and important one was to 
leave Troppau on the 25th of June, he took: meaſures to 
intercept it. He ordered general Jahnus, who was at 
Muglitz on the left, to advance towards Bahrn, and a de- 
tachment which was at Prerau at a conſiderable diſtance to 
the right, to march to Stadt-Leibe; ſo that theſe two 
corps ſhould on different ſides attack the convoy at one and 
the ſame time. To further the execution of this project, 
M. Daun himſelf approached the Pruſſian army, and di- 
rected all his motions as if he intended to give them battle. 
However, the King was too great a maſter in the game of 
generalſhip, which was now playing, to be deceived by 
this feint. He detached a conſiderable party under general 
Ziethen, to ſupport his convoy, which was already about 
7000 ſtrong. fore this detachment could come up, the 
convoy was attacked, but the Auſtrians were repulſed. But 
M. Daun, who provided for every thing, quickly reinforc- 
ed his parties who renewed the engagement the next day. 
They firſt ſuffered the head of the convoy to go unmoleſt- 


ed; but as the centre was ſtill embarraſſed in a dangerous 


defile, they eaſily cut off the head from the reſt, and then 
they attacked the centre with the greateſt fury. The Pruſ- 
ſians made as good a reſiſtance as the nature of the ground 
would ſuffer. General Ziethen did every thing which 
could be expected from an accompliſhed officer; but in 
the end they were entirely routed; all the waggons in that 
diviſion were taken; the rear was puſhed back towards 
Troppau; the head alone with great difficulty arrived at 
the Pruſſian camp. 

This was a fatal ſtroke, becauſe it came at a time when 
it was impoſſible to repair it. The ſiege of Olmutz had 
been all along attended with great difficulties : and now the 
news which every day arrived of the nearer and nearer ap- 
proach of the Ruſſians, called the King loudly to the de- 
tence of his own dominions. Already the Coſſacks and 
Calmucks made incurſions into Sileſta, and by their ravages 
and cruelties, announced the approach of the great * 
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The fiege muſt be raiſed ; Moravia muſt be abandoned; 
Marſhal Daun muſt have the honour of freeing his coun- 
try, and driving away ſuch an adverſary as the King of 
Pruſſia, from a conqueſt deemed certain; all was perform- 
ed without a battle, by a ſeries of the moſt refined and 
vigorous manceuvres that ever were put in practice. 

When the King of Pruſſia ſaw that the unproſperous ſitu- 
ation of his affairs obliged him to retreat; he took a reſo- 
lution, ſuch as a victory inſpires in others. He took ad- 
vantage even of the excellent movement of M. Daun, by 
which that able general had advanced his quarters to Poz- 
nitz,, and placed himſelf fo as to ſupport Olmutz in the 
moſt effectual manner; by this movement, however, he 
was obliged to uncover the frontiers of Bohemia. The 
King of Pruſſia, whom nothing could eſcape, was ſenſible 
of this advantage, and therefore, inſtead of falling back 
upon Sileſia, which ſtep would immediately have drawn 
the Auſtrian army into his dominions, he determined to re- 
treat from one part of the enemies territories into another. 
The day before the ſiege was raiſed the firing of the Pruſſi- 
ans continued as briſk as ever, and ſhewed no ſort of ſign 

of an intention to depart ; but in the night the 
July 1. whole army took the road to Bohemia in two co- 

lumns, and gained an entire march upon the Auſ- 
trians. So that notwithſtanding the utmoſt efforts which 
the enemy could make to overtake and haraſs the King 
upon his march, he advanced into Bohemia with little mo- 
leſtation, ſeized upon a large magazine at Leutomiſſel, de- 
feated ſome corps of Auſtrians who had attempted to diſturb 
him 1n his progreſs, and arrived at Konigſgratz, one of the 


moſt important poſts in Bohemia, with all his ſick and 


wounded, with all his heavy baggage, all his heavy artille- 
ry, and military ſtores compleat. This place he poſſeſſed 
after driving from it a body of 7000 Auſtrians who were 
entrenched there. He immediately laid this city and ſeve- 
ral other diſtricts under contribution; but his plan not ad- 
mitting any further operations on that fide, he took no 
other advantage from this momentous poſt. He ſoon re- 
entered Sileſia, and marched with the moſt amazing dili- 
gence to encounter the Ruſſians, who had at this time 
united their divided corps under Brown and Fermor, and 
fixed the long fluctuating plan of their operations, by en- 
tering the New Marche of Brandenburgh and laying ſiege 
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to Cuſtrin. The reduction of this place could leave them 
but a few days march to Berlin; Count Dohna was not in 
2 condition to oppoſe their progreſs, the King was ſtill at 
a great diſtance, But it is neceſſary to break our narrative 
of his affairs, however intereſting, to take a view of the 
operations of the armies on the Rhine. We leave the King 
of Pruſſia in full march, to give one body of his enemies 
battle, after executing a retreat from the other, in a man- 
ner that did his military genius the greateſt honour. So 
that on the whole, it is difficult to ſay, which gained the 
greateſt glory, the King of Pruſſia by his retreat, or M. 
Daun by the meaſures which obliged him to it. 


CHAP. A, 


Allies paſs the Rhine. Battle of Crevelt. Afton at 
Sangerſhauſen. Action at Meer. Allies repaſs the 


Rhine. 


RINCE Ferdinand had it not in his power to cut 

off the retreat of the French over the Rhine; but he 
preſſed them cloſely, and prepared himſelf to croſs that ri- 
ver in purſuit of them. His deſign was to carry the war 
beyond the Maeſe, and thereby oblige the prince de Sou- 
bife to abandon the enterprife he was preparing againſt 
Heſle Caſſel. His Highneſs executed the paſſage 
of the Rhine at Herven with the corps immedi- June 1. 
ately under his command; then he ſent the bridge 
with which he ſerved himſelf ſo well up the river to Rees; 
the reſt of the troops paſſed there; the whole army were 
over before the 7th of June. The flattery of the laſt age 
ſaw with aſtoniſhment a paſſage of the Rhine by a French 
monarch, unoppoſed, at the head of a mighty army. We 
ſaw that river paſſed by the enemies of France, in the pre- 
ſence of an army of 50,000 of that nation; it was an 
en which did not need the exaggerations of rheto- 
rick. 

The French army retired as the prince advanced, and 
took an advantageous camp which threatened to retard the 
operations of the allies: their right was under Rheinberg; 
but the prince by his well judged motions turned their left 
flank towards the convent of Campe, by which the French 
found themſelves obliged to quit their advantageous poſes 
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and to retire into Meurs : they ſtill kept towards the 
Rhine: the prince advanced on the fide of the Maeſe. 

It was evident, that whilſt the French continued only to 
retire, it would prove impoſſible for them to hinder the 
allies from executing the plan they propoſed : they there- 
fore thought it adviſeable to change their countenance. 
They had falled back as far as Nuys ; they now returned 
on their ſteps, and advanced as far as Crevelt, within a 
few miles of prince rerdinand's camp. The prince made 
the diſpoſitions for a battle, with his uſual vigour and pru- 
dence. He carefully reconnoitred the ſituation of the ene- 
my. He found that their right was at a village called 
Viſchelon ; their left extended towards Anrath, where it 
was Covered with a wood : Crevelt, which was in the 
front of their right, was occupied by a party of their 
troops. His highneſs reſolved upon three attacks : the 
firſt and real attack was on the flank of the enemies left 
wing; the other two were deſigned to divert their atten- 
tion, and prevent their ſuccouring the object of his prin- 
Cipal attack ; for which purpoſe he recommended to his 
generals to make the beſt uſe of their heavy artillery, and 
not to advance too far unleſs they were perfectly aſſured of 
the ſucceſs of the main operation. 

Having made theſe wiſe diſpoſitions, and perfectly learn- 

ed the beſt routes by which the enemy might be 

June 23. approached, his highneſs put himſelf at the head 
of the grenadiers of his right wing, and advanced 

on the ſide of Anrath in two columns. A cannonading vi- 
olent and well ſupported opened the action: the Hanove- 
rian artillery was greatly ſuperior to that of the French; 
but though the French loſt many men, they loſt no ground 
in this way, and their poſition in the wood made a cloſe at- 
tack abſolutely neceſſary: the hereditary prince of Brun- 
ſwick put himſelf at the head of*the firſt line of foot, and 
with his uſual ſpirit, advanced with the whole front dire&- 
ly to the wood. Here a furious fire of ſmall arms com- 
menced, which continued without the ſmalleſt intermiſh- 
on for two hours and an half. All the Hanoverian battali- 
ons threw themſelves into the wood : two ditches well lined 
with infantry were oppoſed to their tury : they were forced 
one after another : the enemies battalions were puſhed 
back, they were entirely broken, and fled out of the wood 
in a diſorder which was irreparable: their cavalry, who 
Kept 
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kept the beſt countenance poſſible, in ſpite of the terrible 
fire of the Hanoverian artillery, and in ſpite of the vigorous 
attempts of the Hanoverian horſe, who had by this time 
found means to gain the plain, covered the retreat of their 
ſcattered infantry, and ſaved them from utter ruin: the 
right wing and the centre, though they ſuffered grievouſly 
by the cannonading, were no where broken, but retreated 
towards Nuys in the moſt perfect order. 

Seven thouſand of their beſt troops were killed, wound- 
ed, and taken priſoners; but there was nothing in this bat- 
tle ſo grievous to France, and ſo affecting even to the ene- 
my, as the fate of the count de Giſors. This young noble- 
man, the only ſon of the duke de Belleifle, not above 
twenty-five years of. age, newly married to the heireſs of 
an illuſtrious houſe ; himſelf the laſt hope of a moſt noble 
family, was mortally wounded at the head of his regiment, 
which he brought up with the moſt heroic courage, and 
inſpired by his example to make incredible efforts. He 
had been educated with all the care an excellent father 
could beſtow on a ſon of an uncommon genius, who was 
alone able to ſupport the reputation of his family. To the 
pureſt morals he had united the politeſt manners; he had 
made a great proficiency in learning; he knew many 
branches of it, and loved all; he had ſeen every part of 
Furope, and read courts and nations with a diſcerning 
eye; and wanted nothing to fulfil all hope, and to make 
him a perfect and laſting ornament and ſupport to his coun- 
try, but a knowledge in the military art ; he entered that 
courſe of glory and danger, and fell in his firſt campaign. 
The unhappy father and miniſter ſaw his private misfortunes 
keep pace with the public calamities, and the tears of his 
family mingled with thoſe of his country. 

Prince Ferdinand gained a victory at Crevelt, which did 
the greateſt honour to his military capacity, and to the 
bravery of his troops. But it was a victory neither entire 
nor deciſive : the French army on their own trontiers was 
quickly and ſtrongly reinforced ; ſo that they were not on- 
ly in a condition in ſome ſort to make head againſt the allies, 
but were enabled to detach a conſiderable reinforcement to 
the army of the prince de Soubiſe on the other ſide of the 
Rhine. 

Although the prince had reaſon to imagine that he ſhould 
not be able to keep his ground on this ſide of the Rhine for 

any 
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any conſiderable time, this did not hinder him from im- 
proving to the utmoſt, the advantage he had obtained. 

Whilſt the French, diſabled by their late defeat, were in 
no condition to oppoſe him, he paſſed the Rhine with a 
lage detachment, and appearcd on the 28th of June before 
Duſſeldorp, a city advantageoufly ſituated on the river, and 
belonging to the EleCtor Palatine. A ſevere bombardment 
obliged it to capitulate on the 7th of July : the garriſon, 
conſiſting of 2000 men, marched out with the honours of 
war. Prince Ferdinand placed here three battalions of 
Hanoverians, and threw a bridge of boats acroſs the river; 
by that means he multiplied his poſts and communications 
on both ſides of the Rhine ; and threw a new and no ſmall 
impediment in the way of the French, to retard their pro- 
greſs, in caſe he ſhould find himſelf compelled to retire. 

Atter this, the army of the allies and that of France, ſpent 
ſcxcral days in making various marches and countermarches, 
as if they both propoſed to bring on an action, to which, 

however, it does not appear, that either party was very 
ſtrongly inclined. 

Prince Ferdinand ſtill retained his hopes that the prince 
of Xſenburg, who commanded the Heſſian troops, would 
find the prince of Soubiſe employment for ſome time. He 
had originally laid his plan in ſuch a manner, that by paſſing 
the Maeſe, and transferring the ſeat of war into the enemies 
country, he might draw the French from the Rhine, and 
perhaps oblige the prince of Soubiſe to come to the aſſiſ- 
tance of the main army under M. de Contades, who com- 
manded in the room of count Clermont, being now the 
fourth commander of the French troops ſince they entered 
Germany. But whilſt prince Ferdinand pleaſed himſelf 
with thoſc hopes, and ſtill continued to act as far as circum- 
ſtances would admit, in purſuance of this plan, he received 
an account which diſconcerted all his meaſures. 

The duke de Broglio, tupported by the corps of the prince 

de Soubiſe, with a much ſuperior force, attacked 
July 23. and defeated the Heſſian army of ſeven thouſand 

men near Sangerſhauſen : this opened to them 
the poſſeſſion of the Weſer: they might a@ in Weſtphalia, 
on which tide ſoever they pleaſed, and it was to be feared, 
that if they availed themſelves of the advantages they had, 
they might be able to intercept the Britiſh troops. Theſe 
troops having been landed at Embden, were now on their 
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march under the command of the duke of Marlborough to 
reinforce the allied army. The prince in this ſituation of 
affairs, had no option left but an engagement with the 
French army, or a retreat over the Rhine: the former 
was not eaſy to compaſs, as the French induſtriouſly de- 
clined a battle, and it became extremely dangerous to re- 
main long in a poſition with the enemies army on his left, 
and the ſtrong fortreſs of Gueldre on his right. In this ſitu- 
ation his ſubſiſtence became every day more difficult. To 
repaſs the Rhine, had its difficulties too; the roads which 
led to that river were rendered almoſt impaſſable by the 
heavy rains; the river itſelf was ſo ſwelled with them, that 
the hridge at Rees had been for ſome time uſeleſs. 

'Theſe diſagreeable circumſtances of the allied army did 
not eſcape the penetration of Monf. de Chevert, one of the 
ableſt commanders among the French. He formed a plan 
upon them, which, if it had ſucceeded, mutt have put the 
allies into the greateſt perplexity. This general had ſome 
time before palled the Rhine, with an intention of makin 
himſelf maſter of Duſſeldorp, and he had prepared all things 
with great ability tor that enterpriſe : the rains uſually hea- 
vy for that ſeaſon, and ſome other croſs accidents, had 
fruſtrated his intentions. But perceiving that the ſame ac- 
cidents which defeated his deſign proved alſo unfavourable 
to the enemy, he reſolved to turn his diſappointment into 
an advantage, and from the ruins of his firſt project to 
puild another of yet greater importance. Baron Imhoff was 
poſted to the right of the Rhine in a ſtrong ſituation near 
Meer. He was to cover the bridge at Rees; to ſecure a 
conſiderable magazine; and to keep open communication 
between the Engliſh reinforcements and the main army. 
'Lhe plan of Monſ. Chevert was to diſlodge Imhoff, to 
burn the bridge at Rees, to make himſelf maſter of the 
magazine, and to render the junction of the Englith troop- 
with the Hanoverians impracticable. To execute this ju- 
dicious ſcheme, he united ſeveral detachments from the 
garriſon of Weſel, to a conſiderable corps which he intend- 
ed to have employed in the ſiege of Duſſeldorp. The 
whole made near 12,000 men: the troops under Imhoſt 
"oy but fix battalions, and four ſquadrons, hardiy 53909: 
in all. 

When that general was appriſed of the deſigns and mot:- 
ons of the French, he ſaw it was in vain to expect tuccout + 
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from the army of prince Ferdinand: the ſwell of the river 
had rendered all relief impoſſible; all his hopes were there- 
fore in his own genius and the bravery of his troops. He 
conſidered that though the poſt he occupied was ſufficient- 
ly ſtrong, the enemy might make themſelves maſters of 
Rees, by turning his camp, and thus execute one of the 
principal parts of their deſign; he conſidered the great 
difference between attacking and being attacked ; he con- 
ſidered the effect of an attempt altogether unexpected by 
the enemy; he therefore took the reſolution of abandoning 
his poſt, and going out to meet them. Perceiving that the 
French were marching into difficult ground, he did not 

loſe a moment to begin the action. He ordered 
April 5. a ſmall party, which he had poſted in a little 

coppice, to fall upon the enemies left, which he 
obſerved to be uncovered ; and appointed the fire of this 
party, as a ſignal for all the reſt to advance, and make the 
onſet with bayonets fixed. The French thus vigorouſly 
and unexpectedly attacked, fell into confuſion ; their cou- 
rage ill ſeconded the wiſdom of their general ; they did not 
ſtand half an hour; they left on the field of battle, eleven 
pieces of cannon, many priſoners, and much baggage to 
the Hanoverians, who drove them under the cannon of 
Weſel. 

This ſignal advantage over ſuch a prodigious ſuperiority 
was not more gallantly obtained, than well purſued and im- 
proved. Imhoff ſaw that the rains had increaſed to ſuch a 
degree, as to leave no hopes for the allied army to paſs by 
the bridge of Rees. Having taken proper care of his ma- 
gaz ines, he quitted his poſt at Meer, and being reinforced 
by ſome parties, who paſled the river in boats, he march- 
ed with the utmoſt diligence towards the route of the En- 
gliſh forces, and happily effected a junction, which had hi- 
therto been attended with ſo many difficulties. 

Prince Ferdinand in his retreat met with no obſtruction, 
but juſt what was ſufficient to diſplay more fully the gal- 
lantry of his officers, and the ſpirit of his troops. Atown 
called Wachtendonck was on his left, as he retreated ; this 
place, though not fortified, 1s a poſt of much importance, 
and being an inland ſurrounded by the river Niers, is ex- 
tremely difficult of acceſs : the French had thrown a body 
of troops into this place. The hereditary prince, the firit 
in every active ſervice, was employed to force it. The 
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bridge on his approach had been drawn up. The prince ſee- 
ing that if he attempted to get down this bridge, the ene- 
my would gain time to recolle& themſelves, threw himſelf 
into the river; his grenadiers, animated by ſo gallant an 
example, plunged in after him, and furiouſly attacking the 
enemy with their bayonets, in a few minutes drove them 
from that poſt : this advantage, joined to that gamed by 
general Imhoff, and the uncommon reſolution which ap- 
peared in both theſe actions, awed the French. They 
found that their troops, raw, undiſciplined, and little fit fot 
hard ſervice, were not to be relied upon; and they feared 
to bring on an action, which by being deciſive againſt them 
might draw on the moſt fatal conſequences. So that the 
prince repaſſed the Rhine in a moſt excellent order, even 
with leſs trouble than he had at firſt paſſed it ; and indeed 
with little moleſtation, but what he met with from the 
weather. Such exceſhve rains had fallen, that he in vain 
attempted a paſſage at Rhineberg or at his bridge 1 
of Rees; he effected it a little lower at a place 8. 9 
called Griethuyſen. p 
Although prince Ferdinand was obliged to paſs the 
Rhine, and to a& more upon the defenſive for the future ; 
yet his vigorous condutt in the beginning was very glorious 
to him, and very advantageous to the common cauſe. The 
French ſuffered greatly in their military reputation; the 
Hanoverians had gained a ſuperiority over them, and now 
ſo much of the campaign was waſted, that notwithſtanding 
the greatneſs of their numbers, it was not probable that 
they would find themſelves able to make any conſiderable 
progreſs in their deſigns againſt the King's electoral domi- 
nions for this year. The advantage gained by Broglio and 
Soubiſe was not attended with the conſequences, which 
might have been apprehended. Prince Yſenburg kept ſo 
good a countenance in a ſtrong poſt he had choſen, that 
the French did not chooſe to attack him again; and ſince 
prince Ferdinand had repaſſed the Rhine, he might always 
be well ſupported. - 
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Retreat from Bohemia. Meaſures of Count Daun. Battle 
of 1 e King of Pruſſia marches into Saxony, and 


Joins Prince Henry. 


Y the retreat of the Pruſſians from Moravia, the war 
had aſſumed a new face. The generals who conduct- 
ed it had changed hands. 'The King of Pruſſia was obliged 
to act upon the defenſive; M. Daun was now in a condition 
of diſplaying his talents in an offenſive war. The affairs of 
the King of Pruſſia were ſcarce ever in a more critical ſitu- 
ation than at that time. The Ruſſians ſeemed at firſt diſ- 
poſed to enter into Sileſia; but now they had united their 
ſeveral disjointed corps, penetrated into the New Marche 
of Brandenburgh, and having commenced the ſiege of Cul- 
trin, a place that threatened them with no great oppoſition, 
they were arrived within a few days march of Berlin. 
Count Dohna poſted with a greatly inferior force at Frank- 
fort on the Oder, watched without being able to obſtruct 
their progreſs. In Pomerania, the Generals Weedel and 
Manteufel oppoſed almoſt the ſame ineffectual efforts to the 
arms of Sweden. The army of the Empire, and a conſi- 
derable body of Auſtrians under General Haddick, advanced 
into Saxony, and poſſeſſing themſelves by degrees of thoſe 
ſtrong poſts, which compoſe the frontiers of Miſnia, they 
continually ſtreightened the quarters of prince Henry. That 
prince was ſtrongly encamped at Dippolſwalde, with about 
20, ooo men, in order to cover Dreſden, and command the 
courſe of the Elbe. Thus circumſtanced, the King could 
not find his account in remaining long in Bohemia, where 
it was impoſſible to effect any thing deciſive. Every thing 
depended upon his being able to drive the Ruſſians out of 
his territories, who with a mighty force ruined every place 
they arrived at, and ſeemed not only to make war againſt 
Him, but againſt human nature itſelf. 

M. Daun was ſoon appriſed of the King of Pruſſia's in- 
tentions : but he conſidered that if he was to purſue the 
King into Sileſia, he muſt encounter with difficulties almoſt 
inſuperable ; ſeveral ſtrong places ſtood in his way, and it 
would prove eaſy for the Pruſſian troops left for the defence 
of that dutchy, to take an advantageous camp under one of 
thoſe places, and thus oblige them to waſte unprofitably the 
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time, which might be employed in the execution of more 
judicious projects. Beſides that in this manner of proceed- 
ing he could never act in concert, nor preſerve any effectual 
communication with the ſeveral bodies of his allies. To 
puſh forward with his whole force direQly to Berlin, could 
at beſt be regarded as a coup de main, which could prove 
nothing deciſive in the campaign, even ſuppoſing the project 
ſhould ſucceed; but it was rather probable that it would 
not ſucceed, as the King of Pruſſia might clear his hands of 
the Ruſſians beforc the army of M. Daun could, for want 
of ſubſiſtance arrive in the Lower Luſatia. Every conſi- 
deration therefore pointed out the relief of Saxony as the 
great object of the Auſtrian operations. It was an object 
apparently to be compaſſed with greater eaſe, and if com- 
paſſed, productive of more ſolid advantages than any other. 
The army of the Empire already ſuperior to that of prince 
Henry could co-operate in the deſign, and the recovery of 
Saxony once effected, the King of Pruſſia would ſee himſelf 


. entirely diveſted of one of the principal reſources he had to 


rely upon in the war, for money, proviſions, and forage ; 
whilſt his hereditary dominions ſtripped of this ſtrong bar- 
rier defenceleſs in themſelves, and aſſaulted on three ſides 
by powerful armies, could ſcarce find them employment to 
the end of the campaign. 

M. Daun having reſolved upon his plan of operations ſuf- 
fered the King of Pruſſia to continue his march towards the 
Ruſſhans, without any moleſtation : he contented himſelf 
with leaving a conſiderable body of troops under the Gene- 
rals Harſch, and de Ville, on the ſouthern frontiers of Sile- 
11a, in order to form ſome enterpriſe on that ſide, which 
might draw the attention and forces of the Pruſſians as far 
as poſſible from the great object of his operations. When 
he had made theſe diſpoſitions he marched towards Saxony, 
through the country of Luſatia, by Zittau, Gorlitz, and 
Bautzen. His firſt project was bold. He propoſed to croſs 
the Elbe at Meiſſen; by which the communication between 
Dreſden and Leipſic would be cut off at one ſtroke. Then 
he propoſed to attack prince Henry in his camp at Seidlitz, 
whilſt the army of the Empire fell upon him in another quar- 
ter. Thus the Prince was to be put between two fires, and 
his retreat into Dreſden to be rendered impracticable; but 
upon mature conſideration, this project was laid aſide. M. 
Daun reflected that the fortreſs of Sonneſtein, of which he 
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was not yet in poſſeſſion, would prove no ſmall 
Sept. 3. impediment to his deſigns. He conſidered that 

the poſition of prince Henry oppoſite to the army 
of the Empire was too advantageous, to make an attack upon 
him adviſeable: and unleſs the prince could be induced to 
attack the Imperialiſts firſt, a point not to be expected in 
his cireumſtances, he might always find it eaſy to throw 
himſelf into Drefden, and by proper motions to preſerve a 
free communication with the King. M. Daun was obliged 
to renounce his firſt deſign, but he was left at full liberty 
to form and to execute ſuch other plans for the relief of 
Saxony as his prudence could ſuggeſt. 

About that time the Imperial court elated with their re- 
cent ſucceſs, began to ſhew with what moderation they 
were likely to behave if it continued and increaſed. They 
entirely threw off all the little appearance of reſpe& they 
had hitherto retained for the King of Great Britain, and 
feveral others of the moſt reſpectable princes and perſons 
of the Empire. They made the abuſe of their authority go 
hand in hand with the ſucceſs of their arms. On the 21ſt 
of Auguſt a concluſum of the Aulic council was iſſued againſt 
the King of Great Britain, as Elector of Hanover, againſt 
the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, againſt Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunſwick, the Count of Lippe Buckebourg, and in general 
againſt all the adherents to the King of Pruſſia, threatening 
them with penalties in dignity, perſon and eſtate. In con- 
ſequence of this decree, letters avocatory were iſſued, noti- 
fying to. the ſovereign princes, that if they did not within 
a limited time diſperſe their armies, break off their con- 
nection with the King of Pruſſia, pay their quota of Roman 
months, and ſend their contingents to the army of execution, 
they were to be put under the ban of the Empire. To all 
other perſons who held any dignity in the Empire, orders 
were given and penalties were threatened ſuitable to their 
condition. They in ſhort went all lengths, but that of 
actually and formally putting them under the ban, which 
they would not have failed to do, if their ſucceſs had an- 
ſwered its beginnings. $0 little regard had the court of 
Vienna to former ſervices of the moſt intereſting nature; 
and fo entirely did ſhe ſeem to forget that ſhe owed to the 
King of Great Britain, not only that power which ſhe 
now unjuſtly and ungratefully turned againſt him, but al- 


moſt the very being of the houſe of Auſtria. So — 
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did ſhe forget that this Monarch had expended his treaſures, 
employed his armies, and even expoſed his perſon in her 
cauſe, when it was not only abandoned, but attacked by 
almoſt all the reſt of Europe. However, the violent pro- 
ceedings of the Aulic council, drew no one State or perſon 
from the Kings of Great Britain and Pruſſia; they rather 
had a contrary effect, in rouſing the whole Evangelic body 
to a ſenſe of their own danger. Much leſs were they able 
to ſtop the progreſs of the allied arms. 

The King of Pruſſia conducted his retreat out of Bohe- 
mia in admirable order. 'The Generals Jahnus and Laudohn 
for ſeveral days hung upon his rear with two ſtrong bodies. 
They took advantageous poſts, ſometimes on one ſide, ſome- 
times on the other, ſometimes together, ſometimes ſepa- 
rately, and threw all poſſible impediments in his way. But 
the vigour of the Pruſſians drove them with loſs from every 
poſt. So that by the 6th of Auguſt, they were obliged 
entirely to deſiſt from their purſuit. The King of Pruſſia 
freed from all moleſtation, marched with the utmoſt diligence 
by Wiſoca, Politz, Landſhut, and arrived on the 20th at 
Franckfort on the Oder. Here he joined the troops under 
Count Dohna. The army was now in a condi- 
tion to act, and they did not loſe a moment's time Sept. 22d. 
to march againſt the enemy. All their vigour and 
expedition was not more than neceſſary, The Ruſſians had 
beſieged Cuſtrin from the 15th. Though theſe people 
ſcarcely emerged from barbariſm, had not the moſt perfe& 
{kill in operations of this nature, they ſupplied that deficien- 
cy by a feroſity that ſcrupled nothing, by numbers whoſe 
lives they did not regard, and by a molt formidable artillery, 
which rudely but furiouſly managed, only ſpread the more 
general and indiſcriminate deſtruction. In effect, the 
threw ſuch a multitude of bombs and red hot balls into that 
unfortunate city, that in a ſhort time 1t was on fire in every 
quarter, Of the wretched inhabitants ſome were burned, 
ſome buried in the ruins, ſome killed by the balls that fell 
like hail in the ſtreets: the ſurviving majority ſafe neither 
within nor without their houſes, abandoned their homes 
and their ſubſtance, and fled, many of them almoſt naked, 
out of the ſide which was not inveſted. Never was beheld 
a more deplorable ſpectacle; nor was it eaſy to ſay which 
formed the more wretched appearance, thoſe who periſhed, 
or thoſe who eſcaped. Mean while the Governor, firm in 
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his courage and fidelity, did every thing for the defence of 
the walls and ruins of the place; but the walls built in the 
old manner did not promiſe a ſucceſsful defence; the enemy 
had poſted themſclves in the ſuburbs, and in the firing 
of the town, the principal magazine of the beſieged was 
blown up. 

The protector and avenger of his dominions, was now 
however at hand. On the 23d, the King of Pruſſia's whole 
army paſſed the Oder at Gluſtebiſſel, about twenty Engliſh 
miles to the north-eaſt of Cuſtrin. The Ruſſians on the 
firſt notice of his approach, broke up the ſiege of that place, 
and marched towards the villages of Zwicker and Zorn- 
dorff. It was the King's intention to wind round the left 
flank of their army, and to take them in the rear, by which 
he hoped to throw them into contuſion. But in this he 
found himſelf diſappointed. The Ruſſian Generals had 
foreſeen his purpoſe and made excellent diſpoſitions. As 
the ground did not admit them to extend greatly in length, 
they threw themſelves into a ſquare body compoſed of four 
lines, forming a front almoſt equal on every ſide, and on 
every ſide ſurrounded by cannon and chevaux de frize. In 
this formidable diſpoſition they waited the attack of the 
Pruſſians. 

It was on the 25th of Auguſt that the King of Pruſſia, 
after a march of 56 days, from the midſt of Moravia, 
brought his army in preſence of the Ruſhans. 'The King 
had never been perſonally engaged with that enemy before. 
His troops had never obtained any advantage over them, 
The whole fortune of the war depended upon the event of 
this day. The Pruſſians were now in the cloſeſt ſenſe to 
fight tor their country, which was ready to fall under one 
ot the ſevereſt ſcourges with which Providence has chaſtiſed 
a nation. Does was wanting which could inſpire the 
fol:livrs with revenge. Every where the marks of the 
enemies cruelty were before their eyes; the country deſo- 
lated on every ſide, and the villages in flames all round the 
held of battle. 

At nine o'clock in the morning the battle began by a fire 
of cannon and mortars which rained on the right wing of 
the Ruſſians without the leaſt interpyſſhon for near two 
hours. Nothing could exceed the havock made by this 
terrible fire, nor the conſtancy with which the Muſcovite 
foot, raw and unexperienced, ſuſtained a ſlaughter that. 

would 


1758. The HisTory of the WAR. 71 


would have confounded and diſperſed the compleateſt vete- 
rans. They fell in their ranks; new regiments ſtill preſſed 
torward to fill their places, and to ſupply new ſlaughter. 
When the firſt line had fired away all their charges, they 
ruſhed forward on the Pruſſians. That firm body of the 
Pruſſian infantry which had often ſtood, and often given ſo 
many terrible ſhocks, by one of thoſe unaccountable move- 
ments of the human mind, that render every thing in war 
{o precarious, gave way in the preſence of their Sovereign, 
and when they had in a manner ſecured the victory, retired 
in diſorder before the half broken battalions of the Muſco- 
vites. Had the Ruſhan officers known how to profit of this 
diſorder ; had they immediately thrown in their horſe with 
vigour to compleat it, and entirely break that body ; this 
had probably been the laſt day of the Pruſſian greatneſs. 
The King was not ſo negligent. For juſt in this anxious 
moment, whilſt the battle was yet in ſuſpenſe, by a very 
rapid and maſterly motion, he brought all the cavalry of his 
right to the centre, with which General Sedlitz at their 
head, burſting in upon the Ruſſian toot, uncovered by their 
horſe, and difordered even by their advantage, they puſhed 
them back, with a moſt miſerable flaughter. The repulſed 
battalions of Pruſſia had time to recolle&, and to form 
themſelves; and now returning to the onſet with a rage 
exaſperated by their late diſgrace, they entirely turned the 
ballance of the-fight. The Ruſſians were thrown into the 
moſt horrid confuſion. The wind blew the duſt and ſmoke 
full in their faces. They no longer diſtinguiſhed friends or 
enemies. They fired upon each other. In this diſtraction 
they plundered their own baggage which ſtood between the 
lines, and intoxicated themſelves with brandy. Orders 
were now no more heard or obeyed. The ranks fell in 
upon one another; and being crammed together in a narrow 
ſpace, every ſhot diſcharged by the Pruſſians had its full 
effect; whilſt the Ruſſians kept up only a ſcattered fire, 
without direction or effect, and quite over the heads of their 
enemies. It was now no longer battle, but a horrid and 
undiſtinguiſhed earnage. Yet ſtill, (which is a wonderful 
circumſtance) the Ruſſians thus diſtracted and ſlaughtered, 
kept their ground. The action continued without inter- 
miſſion from nine in the morning until ſeven at night. At 
laſt the night itſelf, the fatigue of the Pruſſians, and a judi- 
cious attack pn their right wing, which drew their attention 
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on that ſide, gave the Ruſſian army ſome reſpite to recover 
their order, and an opportunity of retiring a little from the 
ſcene of their diſaſter. On their ſide near 10,000 fell upon 
the ſpot; they had more than 10,000 wounded, moſt of them 
mortally ; 939 officers, not including the inferior, were 
killed, wounded, and taken priſoners ; of two particular re- 
giments conſiſting before the battle of 4595 effective men, 
only 1475 were left; their whole loſs on this bloody day 
was 21,529 men. That of the Pruſſians in every way did 
not amount to 2000. 

The Gazettes of both parties warmly diſputed the vain 
honour of the field of battle. On the moſt diligent en- 
quiry, it appears that both parties ſpent the night on or very 
near the place of action. But this is an affair of little con- 
ſequence. The Pruſſians had all the fruits, and moſt of the 
proofs of a victory the moſt complete and deciſive. A vaſt 
train of artillery taken, the military cheſt, a number of 
priſoners, many of them officers of high rank ; the retreat 
of the Ruſſian army, the next and the following days ; their 
General Fermor's requeſt for leave to bury the dead ; their 
incapacity to advance or form any new enterprize; the King 
of Pruſſia's unmoleſted operations againſt his other enemies; 
all theſe form the moſt clear and certain demonſtration of a 
victory in all the points, for which a victory is deſirable. | 

Nothing leſs indeed, than a very compleat victory could 
have done any eflential ſervice to the King's affairs at that 
time, when four armies of his enemies were making their 
way to one common centre, and threatened to unite in the 
heart of Brandenburg. The King renewed the attack on 
the Ruſſians the next morning. The event of the laſt da 
had ſhewed them, that there was no way of ſafety but in 2 
retreat, and in effect they retreated before the Pruſſians a+ 
far as Landſperg on the frontiers of Poland. The King of 
Pruſſia was convinced that their late check muſt wholly diſ- 
able them from attempting any thing material againſt his 
dominions on that fide; and he ſaw clearly that whatever 
he might hope to gain by improving his advantage againſt 
the Ruſſians, he muſt loſe far more by allowing his other 
enemies to make a progreſs on the ae of Saxony. He 
ſatisfied himſelf therefore, with leaving a ſmall body of 
troops under Count Dohna, to obſerve the motions of the 
Muſcovite army; and marched with the greateſt part of his 
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forces and the utmoſt expedition to the relief of prince 
Henry. 

M. Daun having laid aſide his firſt project for paſſing the 
Elbe at Meiſſen, enterpriſed nothing new on the ſide of 
Saxony for ſome days; he contented himſelf with taking a 
poſition at Stolpen to the Eaſtward of the Elbe, by which, 
whilſt he preſerved to himſelf an eaſy communication with 
the army of the Empire, he interrupted the communica— 
tion between Bautzen and Dreſden ; he favoured the opera- 
tions of General Laudohn, who had advanced through the 
Lower Luſatia to the confines of Brandenburgh ; and by 
drawing the attention of the Pruſſian forces which were 
left in Sileſia to the northward of that dutchy, he facilitated 
the progreſs of the Generals Harach and de Ville in the 
ſouthern parts. Admirable diſpoſitions without queſtion, 
if the time had not called for more vigorous meaſures, and 
if the reſcue of Saxony from the King of Pruſſia had not 
been the great object of the campaign ! It is not impoſſible 
that the court of Vienna had till ſuch an hankering after 
Sileſia, as induced them to ſlacken their efforts on the ſide 
of Saxony, in hopes, that if M. Daun could protract the 
operations there, ſo as to find full employment for the King 
of Pruſſia, their other forces might reduce Sileſia with great 
facility ; and thus perhaps by aiming at two ſuch difficult 
objects at once, as it generally happens, they loſt them both. 
Upon any other ſuppoſition, it is not very eaſy to account 
for the Grieg inactivity of M. Daun, whilſt he had fo 
fair a game in his hands. However advantageouſly prince 
Henry might have choſen his poſt, or however ſtrongly he 
might have ſecured it, yet, the prodigious ſuperiority of the 
combined armies ſeems to have more than over-balanced 
that advantage, and to have juſtified, nay, to have demand- 
ed ſome bold and deciſive attempt. 

In fact, this appeared at length to be the Marſhal's own 
opinion. For when the ſtrong fortreſs of Sonneſtein moſt 
unaccountably ſurrendered, with a garriſon of 1400 men, to 
the Auſtrian General Mac-Guire after the reſiſt- 
ance of no more than a ſingle day; M. Daun pro- Sept. 5. 
poſed that the prince of Deux-Ponts ſhould attack 
Prince Henry, whilſt the grand army of the Auſtrians laying 
bridges between two fires, at a ſmall diſtance from each 
other, ſhould paſs the Elbe, and falling at the ſame 


time on the Pruſſians, ſecond the attack of the Im- Sept. 10. 


perialiſts, and cut off the retreat of their enemies 
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towards Dreſden. This was to bring matters to a ſpeedy 
deciſion. But now the King of Pruſſia by the moſt rapid 
marches had reached the frontiers of Saxony. The whole 
deſign was diſconcerted ; and far from being able to diſlodge 
prince Henry, they found themſelves utterly unable to pre- 

vent the King his brother from joining him, with 
Sept. 11. his whole army. On his approach General 

Laudohn abandoned his advantages in the Lower 
Luſatia, and fell back upon M. Daun; who himſelf retired 
from the neighbourhood of Dreſden and fell back as far as 
Zittau. The army of the Empire poſſeſſed of the ſtrong 
poſt of Pirna, which the Saxons had occupied in the begin- 
ning of the war, kept their ground; but did not undertake 
any thing. Thus in fifteen days the King of Pruſſia, by 
his unparallelled ſpirit, diligence, and magnanimity, fought, 
and defeated a ſuperior body of his enemies, in one extre- 
mity of his dominions, and baffled without fighting another 
ſuperior body in the other extremity. 

Theſe advantages, glorious as they were, were not the 
only ones which followed the victory at Zorndorf. The 
Swedes who directed their motions by thoſe of their Ruſſian 
allies, haſtened their operations when that army had ad- 
vanced into Brandenburgh. General Wedel was detached 
from Saxony, to ſtop their progreſs; and the prince of Be- 
vern, now Governor of Stettin, gave them ſome oppoſition. 
All this, however, had proved ineffectual, it the news of 
the defeat of the Ruſſians had not alarmed the Swedes in 
ſuch a manner, as to make them return with more expedi- 
tion than they had advanced, Tho' the King of Pruſſia's 
affairs began to put on a better appearance by theſe efforts, 
the fortune of the war ſtill hung in a very dubious ſcale. 
The enemy was {till ſuperior. The Swedes and Ruſſians 
had ſtill ſome footing in his dominions. The Auſtrians and 
Imperialiſts were yet in Saxony; and if the King's armies 
had it in their power to take ſtrong ſituations; the enemy 
had the ſame advantages. The condition of things was ex- 

tremely critical, and the leaſt error or misfortune threatened 


{till to plunge the King of Pruſſia into an abyſs of cala- 
mities, 
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CH AP. XII. 
General Oberg defeated at Lanwerenhagen. King of Pruſſia 


ſurpriſed at HochRirchen, M. Keith and Prince Francis of 


Brunſwick killed. Affair at Gorlitz. King of Pruſſia 
marches into Sileſia. M. Daun inveſts Dreſden. The 
ſuburbs burned. King of Pruſſia raiſes the ſiege of Neiſs 
and Coſel. He returns into Saxony. The Auſtrians re- 
tire into Bohemia. Diſpoſitions for the winter. 


HE operations of the armies in Weſtphalia, ſeemed 

for a long time to languiſh. The grand army of the 
French under M. de Contades, was wholly unable to drive 
prince Ferdinand from the poſts which he had choſen ſo ju- 
diciouſly along the Lippe. The other diviſion of the French 
forces under the Prince de Soubiſe, had made no great pro- 
greſs on the ſide of Heſſe-Caſlel, againſt the prince Iſenburg, 
who ſtill kept his ground in that principality, in order to 
protect the courſe of the Weſer, and to cover the electo- 
rate. The French were ſenſible that an attack on the prin- 
cipal army of the allies, would prove a very dangerous at- 
tempt, in which even if they ſhould have ſome ſucceſs, 
their progreſs into the King's electoral dominions muſt be 
very ſlow and difficult. But as the body of the allies em- 
ployed in Heſſe-Caſſel was far the weakeſt, and as an ad- 
vantage on that ſide promiſed them the command of the 
Weſer, and a better paſſage into the heart of the enemies 
country, they determined to make an attempt there. To 
further this deſign, a conſiderable detachment was made 
from the army of M. de Contades, which increaſed the 
prince of Soubiſe's corps to at leaſt 30,000 men. Prince 
Ferdinand, who was ſufficiently aware of the enemies plan, 
had ſome time before ſent General Oberg with a ſtrong 
reinforcement to join the prince Iſenburg ; but notwith- 
ſtanding this reinforcement, the whole force of the allies in 
Heſſe did not exceed 15000. This body was attacked by 
the French at Lanwerenhagen, and their great 
ſuperiority, eſpecially in point of cavalry, obliged Sept. 30. 
the allies to retire with the loſs of about 1500 
men. The allies unable to keep the field, had however 
ſome woods in their rear which covered their retreat, and 
they preſerved ſo good a countenance as prevented their 
defeat from becoming total. 
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Great conſequences might have been apprehended from 
this affair. But the vigilance of prince Ferdinand, who had 
eſtabliſhed the moſt ready communications all along the 
Lippe, ſuffered the victorious army to reap but little advan- 
tage from their victory. That accompliſhed General ad- 
vanced with the utmoſt expedition towards Rheda, and the 
P. Iſenburg having fallen back upon him, they joined in ſuch 
a manner as perfectly to ſecure the Weſer, without loſing 
any thing on the ſide of the Rhine. And although theſe 


neceſlary motions, in ſome ſort uncovered the electorate, 


ſo as to lay it open to the incurſions of the enemies light 
troops, who penetrated even to the gates of Hanover ; yet 
the French were not in a condition to eſtabliſh any conſi- 
derable body, or to take any poſt of moment in that part. 

During this time, the armies of the King of Pruſſia and 
M. Daun, made no very remarkable movements. The 
Marſhal kept his advantageous camp at Stolpen, by which 
he preſerved a communication with the army of the Em- 
pire. The army was ſecured by its inacceſſible ſituation, 
but it enterpriſed nothing of conſequence. The King of 
Pruſſia on the other hand, having taken poſſeſſion of the 
important poſt of Bautzen, which lies ſo opportunely for 
commanding at once both Miſnia and Luſatia, extended his 
right wing to Hochkirchen. By this poſition he preſerved a 
communication with the army of his brother prince Henry, 
he protected Brandenburg from the incurſions of the Auſ- 
trians, and at the ſame time that he ſecured theſe intereſt- 
ing objects, he was better ſituated for throwing ſuccours 
into Sileſia, than he could be any where elſe conſiſtently 
with his general plan. The two armies kept the moſt 
watchful eye upon each others motions. The principal aim 
of the King of Pruſſia, ſeemed to have been the preventing 
M. Daun from communicating with Bohemia. The great 
intention of M. Daun was to cut off the King from Sileſia. 
Things were ſo ballanced, that it did not ſeem poſſible by 
mere ſkill in marches and poſitions to atiiwer theſe ends 
very fully: therefore a battle ſeemed inevitable. But it 
ſeemed too that conſidering the ſituation of both armies, a 
batile could not be attempted without extreme danger to 
the party who ſhould begin the attack. 

M. Daun ſaw that if any more time was loſt withont 
action, the very ſeaſon mult oblige him to evacuate Saxony, 
and thus give up all the fruits of the campaign. He came 
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to a reſolution of giving the King of Pruſſia battle. But 
even in the vigour of this reſolution, appeared the extreme 
caution which characteriſes that able General. Having 
communicated his deſign to the prince of Deux-Ponts, and 
ſettled meaſures with him, he marched in the dead of a ver 
dark night, in three columns, towards the right of the Kin 
of Pruſſia's camp. Notwithſtanding the darkneſs of the 
night, notwithſtanding the neceſſary diviſion of 
the Auſtrian army, the greatneſs of their num- Oct. 14. 
bers, and the length of way they had to march, 

yet ſuch was the wiſe conduct and great good fortune of 
this deſign, that they all arrived at the ſame time at the 
Pruſſian camp, none having loſt their way, without diſco- 
very, without confuſion, and began the attack with the 
utmoſt regularity and reſolution at five o*clock in the morn- 
ing. 

, "= the King's out- guards were kept ſo as to make ſuch a 
ſurpriſe practicable, is hard to ſay. It is hard to accuſe 
the vigilance of ſo able a commander, or the attention of 
ſo many finiſhed officers as ſerved under him. 'To ſpeak 
of treachery is a way of accounting for misfortunes, more 
common than reaſonable. However it was, the Pruſſians 
had not time to ſtrike their tents, when they found the 
enemy in the midit of the camp, and an impetuous attack 
already begun. Scarce had the battle began, when a de- 
feat ſeemed certain ; not ſo much from the confuſion of 
the troops, as the irreparable loſs of two officers in the 
higheſt command, and of the greateſt merit. M. Keith 
received two muſquet balls, and fell dead upon the ſpot. 
Prince Francis of Brunſwick had his head ſhot off by a 
cannon ball as he mounted his horſe. The King of Pruſſia 
had then the whole of affairs to ſuſtain alone, at the time 
when he moſt wanted aſſiſtance. But his preſence of mind, 
his firmneſs, his activity, remedied in ſome meaſure the et- 
fects of this unforeſeen attack, and the loſſes and diſorders 
it had occaſioned ; he was every where preſent, and inſpi- 
red his troops with an ardor like his own. The King or- 
dered {ome detachments from his left, to reinforce his right 
wing ; but in the moment the orders were received, the 
left itſelf was furiouſly attacked. General Retzow who 
commanded in that quarter, with difficulty repulſed the 
Auſtrians, and was not able to afford any conſiderable aſſiſ- 
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tance to the right, which was alone obliged to ſupport the 
whole weight of the grand attack. 

The Auſtrians in the beginning of the engagement had 
beaten them out of the village of Hochkirchen; as the fate 
of the day depended upon that poſt, the hotteſt of the diſ- 
pute was there. The Pruſſians made three bloody and un- 
ſucceſsful attacks on the village; on the fourth they carried 
it; but the Auſtrians pouring continually freſh troops upon 
that ſpot, drove them out at length after reiterated efforts, 
and a prodigious ſlaughter on all ſides. Then the King 
deſpairing of the fortune of that field, ordered a retreat : 
his troops, which had been ſuddenly attacked in a dark 
night by ſuperior numbers, and had run to arms 
ſome half naked, and all in the utmoſt confuſion, had, 
notwithſtanding, made a moſt vigorous reſiſtance ; and 
maintained the fight for near five hours. They made their 
retreat in good order without being purſued, ſupported by 
the good countenance of their cavalry, and the fire of the 
numerous and well ſerved artillery, which was placed in the 
centre of their camp. They loſt in this bloody action at 
leaſt 5000 men, killed, wounded and priſoners, together 
with many cannon. The Auſtrian account allowed their 
own loſs in killed and wounded to amount to near 5000. 

The King of Pruſſia, in retiring from Hochkirchen, in 
fact only altered the poſition of his right wing, which fell 
back as far as Weiſſenberg. His left ſtill remained at Baut- 
zen. This poſition was nearly as good as the former. The 
great loſs, was the loſs of reputation, which always attends 
a defeat, and the loſs of two great generals which attended 
this in particular. M. Keith was a Scotchman born. He 
engaged with his brother the Lord Marſhal in the Rebellion 
of 1715. Being obliged to relinquiſh his country on this 
occaſion, he entered into the troops of Spain, and after- 
wards paſſing into Ruſſia, he obtained a conſiderable com- 
mand, and performed many ſignal ſervices in their wars 
with Turky and Sweden; and ſerved them alſo in peace by 
ſeveral embaſſies. But finding the honours of that country 
no better than a ſplendid ſervitude, and not meeting with 
thoſe rewards, which his long and faithful ſervices deſerved, 
he left that court for one where merit is better known and 
better rewarded ; and having been employed ſince the be- 
ginning of the war in a diſtinguiſhed command in the King 
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of Pruſſia's armies, he fell at laſt in a ſervice that was wor- 
thy of him. 8 

If the King of Pruſſia loſt ſome reputation in ſuffering 
himſelf to be ſurpriſed in this affair; he fully retrieved it 
by his extraordinary conduct in the courſe of the action, and 
his admirable efforts after it. On the whole, perhaps, 
when all circumſtances are conſidered, the King of Pruſſia 
will appear greater in this defeat, than in any victory he 
ever yet obtained. The wing of his army that was attack- 
ed, was ſurpriſed at a diſtance from him, the two Generals 
that commanded it ſlain in the firſt onſet, his other princi- 
pal Generals wounded, the whole wing in confuſion with- 
out a leader; to come, in theſe deſperate circumſtances, in 
haſte from another N to recover all; twice to re- 
pulſe the enemy, and at laſt to retire, overborne only by 
numbers and fatigue, without being purſued, is ſuch an 
inſtance of great Generalſhip, as perhaps has never been ex- 
ceeded. 

Whilſt theſe things were doing in Saxony, the Ruſſians 
made no farther attempts on the fide of Brandenburgh ; 
they remained in their camp near Landſperg, until the 21ſt 
of September; when, after ſeveral feigned motions, made 
to cover their real deſign, they began their retreat towards 
Pomerania, where they arrived on the 26th. 

It was impoſlible that they ſhould keep their ground in 
that province during the winter, unleſs they could ſecure 
ſome ſea- port, from whence they might be ſupplied with 
proviſions. The little town of Colberg was very opportune 
for that purpoſe, as it is a ſea-port on the Baltick, and ſo 
meanly fortified, that the reduction of it appeared to be as 
eaſy as expedient, On the 3d of October, they formed 
the ſiege of this inconſiderable place, with a body of 15006 
men. But ſuch was the bravery of Major Heydon the 
Governor ; and ſuch the incapacity of the Ruſſians for ope- 
rations of this nature, that this little town, defended only 
by a rampart, without any outwork, and lined with a very 
feeble garriſon, held out againſt the repeated attacks of the 
enemy twenty-ſix days, and then obliged them to 3 
raiſe the ſiege, without any ſuccours whatſoever ar 6 
from without. This was the laſt enterpriſe of the Ruſſians. 
Their vaſt army retired with diſgrace, firſt from Branden- 
burgh, and then from Pomerania; not being able to maſter 
one place of ſtrength in either country; but having de- 
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ſtroyed with the moſt ſavage barbarity both the open 
towns and defenceleſs villages; leaving as ſtrong impreſſi- 
ons of contempt for their incapacity, as of horror for their 
cruelty. 

After the defeat which the King received at Hochkirchen, 
he omitted no meaſures to prevent the enemy from making 
any material advantage of it. He perceived clearly, that 
the advantage they propoſed to derive from it, was to cover 
the operations of their armies in Sileſia ; and that they had 
no longer any ſerious deſign upon Saxony during this 
campaign. The King therefore, made no ſcruple to rein- 
force his army by conſiderable detachments from that of 
prince Henry, which were brought up by that prince him- 
ſelf. And as he ſaw that Neiſs, the ſiege of which had been 
already formed and proſecuted with great vigour, muſt cer- 
tainly ſurrender if it were not ſpeedily ſuccoured, he reſolv- 
ed to march into Sileſia. 

To the execution of this deſign, the greateſt difficulties 
ſtarted up on all fides. The army of M. Daun, lately vic- 
torious, had no other buſineſs than to intercept him. To 
fight was dubious; to avoid it hard. If he could even 
avoid a battle, he had much to apprehend from the efforts 
of the enemy to haraſs him on his march. If he ſhould be 
ſo happy as to eſcape or to conquer theſe difficulties, yet his 
march entirely uncovered Saxony, and abandoned that moſt 
intereſting poſſeſſion, very poorly defended, to all the force 
two powerful armies. 

On the other hand, if the conſideration of Saxony ſhould 
detain him in his preſent ſituation, Sileſia ran the ſame riſque, 
and the ſame or greater diſadvantages muſt enſue to his at- 
fairs, by ſuffering the Auſtrians to obtain a footing there. 
This dilemma, which would have rendered a meaner geni- 
us entirely inactive, and hindered him from taking any reſo- 
lution, only obliged the King of Pruſſia to take his reſoluti— 
on with the greater ſpeed, and to execute it with the great- 
er vigour. 

On the 24th of November at night, he quitted his camp 
at Dobreſchutz, and making a great compaſs, he arrived, 
without any obſtruction from the enemy, in the plain of 
Gorlitz. A body of the Auſtrians had in vain endeavoured 
to ſecure this poſt before him; thoſe that arrived were de- 
teated, with the loſs of 800 men. By this happy march, 
all the advantages of M. Daun's ſtudied poſition, of all the 
fruits 
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fruits his boaſted ng at Hochkirchen, were loſt in a mo- 

ment, and an open paſſage to Sileſia lay before the King. 
He purſued his march with the greateſt diligence. General 
Laudohn, with 24,000 men, was ſent to purſue him. That 
active General continually haraſſed his rear guard; but the 
King continued his march without interruption, and ſuffer- 
ed him to take many little advantages, rather than by de- 
laying to conteſt ſmall matters, to endanger a deſign, which 
might be deciſive of the whole campaign. 

On the other hand, Daun, not content with the obſta- 
cles which General Laudohn threw in the King's way, ſent 
a large body of horſe and foot by another route to reintorce 
the army which under the Generals Harſch and De Ville had 
formed the ſiege of Neiſs, and the blockade of Coſel. But 
he perceived that all theſe meaſures would probably prove 
ineffectual, as his principal project, which was to cover 
Sileſia, had been defeated. He therefore turned his views 
towards Saxony, and ſatisfying himſelf with detaching Ge- 
neral Laudohn, which might create an opinion that the 
whole Auſtrian army purſued, he followed the King no far- 


ther than Gorlitz ; which place he immediately quitted, - 


and having by forced marches gained the Elbe, he 
paſſed that river at Pirna, and advanced towards Nov. 6. 
Dreſden. At the ſame time the army of the Em- 

pire, by its motions having obliged the Pruſſian army then 
extremely weakened by the detachments that had been 
drawn fromit, to retire from its poſt before Dreſden, ſome 
miles to the weſtward of that city, cut off their communica- 
tion with Leipſic, whilſt M. Daun attempted to cut off their 
communication with Dreſden ; but they found means to 
throw themſelves into that city, and afterwards to retire 
to the other ſide of the Elbe. The Auſtrians and Imperial- 
iſts began at once to inveſt thoſe two important places; 
another party advanced towards 'Torgau, and attempted 
that town. It ſeemed utterly impoſſible to prevent the 
Auſtrians from becoming maſters of Saxony, who in a man- 
ner covered the whole country with their forces. 

In the mean time, the King of Pruſſia drew nearer and 
nearer to Neiſs. The ſiege of that fortreſs was commenced 
on the 4th of Auguſt; on the 3d of OCtober it was com- 
pletely inveſted; and the place was puſhed on one ſide with 
the greateſt vigour, and on the other maintained with the 
moſt conſummate ſkill and bravery, until the approach ol 

tne 


fy 
— 
H 
f 
4 
it 
& 
: 


82 The HisTokyY of the WAR. 1758. 


the King of Pruſſia obliged the Auſtrians, on the iſt of No- 
vember, to raiſe the ſiege, leaving a conſiderable quantity 
of military ſtores behind them. The ſame terror obliged 
the parties employed in the blockade of Coſel, to leave 
that place at liberty, and to fall back, together with the 
armies of the Generals Harſch and De Ville, into Bohemia, 
and the Auſtrian Sileſia. 

The King of Pruſſia, when he had thus by the report of 

his march, without fighting, driven his enemies 
Nov. 9. out of Sileſia, loſt not a moment to return by the 

ſame route, and with the ſame expedition to the 
relief of Saxony. Two bodies of his troops had moved for 
the ſame purpoſe out of Pomerania, one under Count Doh- 
na, and one under General Wedel. The corps under We- 
del had thrown itſelf into 'Torgau, repulſed the Auſtrians, 
who had attempted that place, and purſued them as far as 
Eulenburg. 'The grand operation of the Auſtrians was 
againſt Dreſden. M. Daun, with an army of 60,000 men, 
came before that city, on the very day on which the King 
of Pruſſia began his march to oppoſe him, ſo that he might 
well imagine his ſucceſs certain againſt a place meanly 2 
tified, and defended only by 12,000 men. The ſame day 
he began to cannonade it, and his light troops, ſupported 
by the grenadiers of the army, made a ſharp attack upon 
the ſuburbs. 'The Governor, Count Schmettau, ſaw that 
from the weakneſs of the ſuburbs it wauld prove impoſſible 
tor him to prevent the enemy from poſſeſſing themſelves of 
them by a coup de main, and if they ſucceeded in this at- 
tempt the great heighth of the houſes, being ſix or ſeven 
ſtories, and entirely commanding the ramparts, would ren- 
der the reduction of the body of the place equally eaſy and 
certain, Theſe conſiderations determined him to ſet theſe 
ſuburbs on fire. 

It is well known that the ſuburbs of Dreſden compoſe 
one of the fineſt towns in Europe, and are greatly ſuperior 
to that which lies within the walls. Here the moſt wealthy 
part of the inhabitants reſide, and here are carried on thoſc 
ſeveral curious manufactures for which Dreſden is ſo fa- 
mous. Count Daun foreſaw this conſequence of his at- 
tempt. He endeavoured to intimidate the Governor from 
this meaſure, to which he knew the cruel reaſon of war 
would naturally lead him, by threatening to make him per- 
ſonally anſwerable for the * he ſhould take ; but Count 

Schmettau 
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Schmettau anſwered with the firmneſs that became a man 
of honour and a ſoldier, that he would anſwer whatever he 
ſhould do, and would not only burn the ſuburbs, in caſe 
M. Daun advanced, but would likewiſe defend the city it- 
ſelf ſtreet by ſtreet, and at laſt even the caſtle, which was 
the royal reſidence, if he ſhould be driven to it. When 
the magiſtrates were appriſed of this reſolution, they fell at 
the feet of Count Schmettau, and implored him to change 
his mind, and to have mercy on that devoted part of their 
city. The part of the royal family, who remained in Dreſ- 
den, joined their ſupplications to thoſe of the magiſtrates ; 
they prayed him to ſpare that laſt refuge of diſtreſſed royal- 
ty, and to allow at leaſt a ſecure reſidence to thoſe, who 
had been deprived of every thing elſe. All entreaties were 
vain. Schmettau continued firm in his reſolution. He 
told them that their ſafety depended on themſelwes, and on 
M. Daun ; that if hemade no attempts, the ſuburbs ſhould 
be ſtill ſecure; but that if he took any farther ſteps, the 
neceſſity of his maſter's ſervice, and his own honour, would 
compel him to act very diſagreeable to the lenity of his diſ- 
poſition. The magiſtrates retired in deſpair. Combuſtibles 
were laid in all the houſes. 

At three o'clock next morning, the ſignal for Nov. 10, 
firing the ſuburbs was given, and in a moment 
a place ſo lately the ſeat of eaſe and luxury, flouriſhing in 
traffick, in pleaſures, and ingenious arts, was all in flames. 
A calamity ſo dreadful needs no high colouring. However, 
as little miſchief attended ſuch a combuſtion, as the nature 
of the thing could admit. Very few loſt their lives; but 
many their whole ſubſtance. When this was done, the 
Pruſſian troops abandoned the flaming ſuburbs, and retired 
in good order into the city. 


M. Daun ſaw this fire, which, whilſt it laid waſte the 


capital of his ally, made it more difficult for him to force 
it, he ſent in ſome empty threats to the Gowernor. But 
the Saxon miniſter at Ratiſbon, made grievous complaints 
to the Diet, of what he repreſented as the moſt unparalleled 
act of wanton and unprovoked cruelty, that had ever been 
committed. The emiſſaries of the court of Vienna ſpread 
the ſame complaints; and they made no ſcruple to mvent, 
and to alter facts in ſuch a manner as to move the greateſt 
pity towards the ſufferers, and the greateſt indignation 
againſt the King of Pruſſia. All theſe, however, were in 
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a ſhort time abundantly confuted, by the authentick certi- 
ficates of the magiſtrates of Dreſden, and of thoſe officers 
of the court, who were perfectly acquainted with the tranſ- 
action. By theſe certificates it appears, that only 250 
houſes were conſumed. Though this was a terrible cala- 
mity, it was nothing to the accounts given in the gazettes of 
the Auſtrian faction. By theſe certificates it appears alſo, 
that the people were not ſurpriſed, but had ſufficient notice 
of the Governor's intentions, to enable them to provide 
for their ſafety. In a word, all the charges of cruelty 
againſt the Pruſſian commander, and ſoldiery were fully“ 
overthrown. 

This fire made a coup de main impracticable; regular 
operations demanded time, and the King of Pruſſia was 
now in full march towards Saxony. M. Daun retired from 
before the place on the 17th. The King, after croſſing | 
Luſatia, paſſing the Elbe, and joining his troops under 
Count Dohna and General Wedel, arrived triumphantly at 
Dreſden on the 20th. The armies of M. Daun and the 
Empire gave way towards Bohemia, into which kingdom 
they ſoon after finally retreated, without enterpriſing any 
thing further. Six ſieges were raiſed almoſt at the ſame 
time; that of Colberg, carried on by General Palmbach, 
under the orders of Marſhal Fermor; that of Neiſs, by 
M. de Harſch; that of Coſel; that of Dreſden by M. 
Daun; the blockade of Torgau by M. Haddick ; and that 
of Leipſick by the prince of Deux-Ponts. 

About the time that the Auſtrians retired into winter 
quarters, the French did the ſame; and the Hanoverians 
permitted them to do it without moleſtation, the ſeaſon be- 
ing too far advanced, and their army perhaps not of ſuffi- 
cient ſtrength for offenſive operations; and prince Ferdi- 
nand kept the field no longer. The Britiſh troops had no 
occaſion of ſignalizing their bravery this year; but without 
a battle the nation ſuffered a conſiderable loſs, and was 
touched with a very deep and general ſorrow. The Duke 
of Marlborough died in Munfter, the 20th of October, of 
a fever, contracted by the fatigues of the campaign. Never 
did the nation loſe in one man, a temper more candid and 
benevolent, manners more amiable and open, a more pri- 
mitive integrity, a more exalted generoſity, a more warm 
and feeling heart. He left all the enjoyments, which an 
ample fortune and an high rank could beſtow in' the publick 


eye; 
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eye; and which every milder virtue, every diſpoſition to 
make and to be made happy, could give in a domeſtic life: 
he left theſe for the ſervice of his country, and died for 
its defence, as he had lived for its ornament and hap- 
ineſs. 
: If we compare the events of this year with thoſe of the 
laſt, we ſhall find in the actions of the preſent year, perhaps 
ſomething leſs of that aſtoniſhing eclat ; fewer battles ; not 
ſo many nor ſo ſtriking revolutions of fortune ; but we may 
diſcover upon all ſides far greater management, and a more 
ſtudied and refined conduct; more artful movements, a more 


judicious choice of poſts, more quick and vigorous marches. 


If in the laſt year, the King of Pruſſia was the hero of the 
imagination, he 1s this year the hero of the judgment ; and 
we have, I think, reaſon to admire him upon juſter princi- 
ples. Obliged to evacuate Moravia, he throws himſelf in- 
to Bohemia, and executes a retreat with all the ſpirit of an 
invaſion. He marches more than an hundred miles through 
an enemy's country, followed and harraſſed by large armies, 
who are unable to obtain any advantage over him. Gain- 
ing at length his own territories, he engages the vaſt army 
of the Ruſſians and defeats it. He is unable to follow his 
blow, but he diſables them from ſtriking any againſt that 
part of his dominions, which he is obliged to leave. Whilſt 
he is engaged with the Ruſſians on the frontiers of Poland, 
the Auſtrians and Imperialiſts enter Saxony. Before they 
can do any thing deciſive, the King is himſelf ſuddenly in 
Saxony, and by his preſence, at once diſconcerts all their 
projects. The ſcene is again changed, they ſurpriſe him 
in his camp at Hochkirchen, two of his Generals are killed, 
his army defeated, his camp is taken. They attack Sileſia 
with a formidable army. Notwithſtanding his late defeat ; 
notwithſtanding the great ſuperiority of his enemies ; not- 
withſtanding the advantage of their poſts; he makes an 
amazing {weep about all their forces, eludes their vigilance, 
renders their poſitions unprofitable ; and marching with 
an aſtoniſhing rapidity into the remoteſt parts of Sileſia, 
obliges the Auſtrian armies to retire with precipitation out 
of that province. Then he flies to the relief of Saxony, 
which his enemies had again profited of his abſence to in- 
vade ; and again by the ſame rapid and well conducted 
march, he obliges them to abandon their prize. Defeated 


by the Auſtrians he acquired by his conduct all the advan- 
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tages of the moſt compleat victory. He guarded all his poſ- 
ſeſſions in ſuch a manner, as to enable them all to endure 
his abſence for ſome ſhort time; and he conducted his 
marches with ſuch ſpirit, as did not make it neceſſary to 
them to hold out any longer ; he made twice the circuit of 
his dominions, and in their turn he relieved them all. 

Nor was the conduct of Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick 
leſs worthy of admiration. Placed at the head of a body 
of troops, who were but lately obliged to lay down their 
arms, he found the enemy in poſſeſſion of the whole open 
country, and of all the ſtrong places in it. Commencing 
the campaign in the midſt of a ſevere winter, without 8 
place of ſtrength in his hands, he drove the enemy from all 
thoſe they held. He obliged them to repaſs the Rhine, he 
followed and defeated them in a pitched battle. Being at- 
terwards obliged by the great force of France on its own 
frontier, and the numerous armies they had in different pla- 
ces, to repaſs the Rhine; he defended Lippe againſt num- 
bers greatly ſuperior, and though they defeated a part of his 
army, they were not able to turn their victory to the leaſt 
advantage. Prince Ferdinand's campaign may well paſs for 
a perfect model of defenſive operations. 

The Auſtrians, in taking winter quarters, diſpoſed their 
fofces ſo as to form a chain of an amazing length, from the 
frontiers of Moravia paſſing through Bohemia, all along 
the ſkirts of Sileſia and the borders of Saxony. There the 
Imperial army joined this chain, and continued it through 
Thuringia and Franconia, where it was united to the quar- 
ters of the Prince de Soubiſe. Theſe troops had fallen back 
from Heſſe Caſſel, finding themſelves unable to maintain 
their ground in the landgraviate. The Prince de Soubiſe's 
cantonments extended weſtward along the courſe of the 
Maine and Lahn, to meet thoſe of the M. de Contades 
which ſtretched to the Rhine, and continued the chain be- 
yond it quite to the Maeſe, ſo as to command the whole 
courſe of the Rhine, on both ſides, both upward and down- 
ward, Prince, Ferdinand was unable to extend himſelf to 
ſuch a length; and eſpecially found it impracticable to eſta- 
bliſh quarters on the other ſide of the Rhine; but he diſ- 
poſed his troops in the moſt advantageous manner in the 
biſhoprics of Munſter, Paderborn, and Hildeſheim, and 
in the landgraviate of Heſſe Caſſel. The ſeveral bodies 
may all unite with eaſe, and ſupport each other. To pre- 
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ſerve a communication between this and the Pruſſian army, 
as well as to break ſome part of that formidable chain of the 
enemy, the King ſent ſome bodies of his troops into 'Thu- 
ringia, who diſpoſſeſſed the army of the Empire of ſeveral 
of their poſts there, and they now threaten to penetrate ſtill 
farther. 

The King of Pruſſia, when he had a ſecond time driven 
the Auſtrians and Imperialiſts out of Saxony, reſolved to 
keep no meaſures with that unhappy country, He declared 
that he was reſolved no longer to conſider it as a depoſit, 
but as a country which he had twice ſubdued by his arms. 
He therefore ordered thoſe of the King of Poland's privy 
council, who ſtill remained at Dreſden, to retire at a very 
ſhort warning. But if the King of Pruſſia had a right, as 
perhaps he had, to conſider Saxony as a lawful conqueſt, 
he certainly ſeemed not to conſider the people as ſubjects, 
when he continued to exact the moſt ſevere contributions ; 
and in a manner too very little becoming a lawful ſovereign ; 
tor he ſurrounded the exchange with ſoldiers, and confi- 
ning the merchants in narrow lodgings on ſtraw beds, he 
obliged them by extreme ſuffering, to draw bills on their 
foreign correſpondents for very large ſums. This city had 
been quite exhauſted by former payments, and had not 
long before ſuffered military execution. An enemy that 
ated thus, had acted ſgverely ; but when a country is en- 
tirely poſſeſſed by any power, and claimed as a conqueſt, 
the rights of war ſeem to ceaſe ; and the people have a claim 
to be governed in ſuch a manner as becomes a juſt Prince 
eſpecially when no extreme neceſſity in his affairs compels 
him to theſe rigorous courſes. To retaliate on theſe miſe- 
rable people ſome part of the cruelties committed by the 
Ruſſians on his dominions ſeems to be very unreaſonable, 
as it is but too obvious, that the barbarity of that people 
could not be reſtrained, however it might be exaſperated 
by the total deſtruQion of Saxony, Such retaliations are 
odious and cruel, We heartily wiſh we could praiſe the 
King of Pruſſia as much for his temperate uſe of his con- 
queſt, as for thoſe wonderful and heroic qualitics by which 
he obtained it. We might be conſidered as partial in our 
account, if we had omitted to take notice of what 1s alledg- 
ed againſt the King of Pruſſia, when we have ſpoken ſo 
fully of the outrages committed by his enemies. It is now 
time to turn our eyes from this great theatre towards leſter 
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events, but ſuch as will employ us altogether as agreeably; 
the operations of the Britiſh fleets and armies in Europe and 


America againſt the French. 


CHAT. -AML 


The burning of the ſhips at St. Maloes. Taking of Cher- 
burg. Defeat at St. Cas. Operations in America. Siege 
and taking of Louiſbourg. Engliſh army defeated at Ti- 
conderoga. They take Frontenac. The French abandon 
Fort du Queſne. Concluſion of the annals of the year 1758. 


bs the beginning of this year, the good condition of our 
navy and our army; the ſpirit and popularity of the 
miniſtry; the wiſe choice of commanders, in contempt of 
vulgar and trivial maxims; the prevalence of the contrary 
to all theſe amongſt the enemy ; gave us the beſt grounded 
hopes of a vigorous and ſucceſsful campaign. Concerning 
the theatre of our operations there was ſome doubt. It 
was the opinion of ſome, that our puſh in Europe ſhould 
be made on the fide of Germany; and that we ought to 
ſtrengthen the army of prince Ferdinand with ſuch a re- 
ſpectable body of troops, as might enable that finiſhed com- 
mander to exert all his talents, and to improve to the utmoſt 
the advantages he had already obtained over the French. 
They imagined, that if an early and conſiderable reinforce- 
ment were ſent to the prince, whilſt the French army was 
vet in a diſtreſſed condition, and if in this condition that 
ſhould receive any conſiderable blow, they would find it 
extremely difficult to retrieve it : and receiving this blow, 
on the frontier of their own territories, the Prince might 
carry the war into France itſelf; and thus very probably 
bring matters to a ſpeedy deciſion. That in purſuing this 
plan a diverſion on the coaſt of France was by no means 
excluded : and that on the contrary it muſt, on this plan, 
be attended with conſequences infinitely more important 
than it could otherwiſe ; that otherwiſe, France might 
laugh at the little deſultory efforts of an handful of men, 
who were to be embarked and diſ-embarked with great dit- 
ficulty and hazard, and which would always be obliged to 
fly at the firſt approach of an enemy. That whilſt the 
French had only an army, greatly inferior in number to en- 


rage on the ſide of Germany, they would always find them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves well able to a& abroad, and defend themſelves at 
home. 

On the other hand it was ſtrongly urged, that we ought 
to make the deſtruction of the French marine our great 
object, and to conſider all continental operations only in a 
ſecondary light. That by ſending a large body of Engliſh 
troops to the King's army on the Rhine, we muſt neceſ[a- 
rily weaken our efforts in America, and on the coaſt of 
France; and by drawing away all our forces, we muſt ſhake 
that internal ſecurity, which invigorated all our operations 
abroad. That whilſt we maintained an army of $0,000 
foreigners in Germany, it would be the greateſt imprudence 
to ſend alſo a large body of our own national troops into 
the ſame country, and by that means not only ſquander 
away our men, but employ almoſt every penny granted tor 
the land ſervice, out of Great Britain; a method which 
could not fail of exhauſting us in a very ſhort time. That 
the force already in Germany was ſufficient to keep the 
French engaged, and that the propoſed expeditions to 
France would, by attacking the coaſt, now in one part, now 
in another, and keeping all parts in continual alarms, nece{-- 
ſarily detain a very conſiderable part of their forces at home, 
and thus make a powerful diverſion, whilſt it was purſuing 
what ought to be the grand perpetual object of all ov: 
operations, the deſtruction of the French maritime power, 

The latter opinion prevailed ; but it was however fo fat 
modified by the arguments on the other fide, that afte: 
ſome time a few regiments were ſent into Germany, as we 
have before related. Theſe and better reaſons, no doubt, 
determined the operations on the coaſt of France; but 
whilſt the neceſſary preparations were making, their deſti- 
nation was kept an inviolable ſecret ; and now, as they had 


the year before, inſpired France with no little terror, Two 


{quadrons, by the latter end of May, were in readineſs for 
failing. The greater under Lord Anſon, the ſmaller under 
Commodore Howe, which was ſo defigned to convoy the 
tranſports, and to favour the landing and re-imbarkment. 
The land forces conſiſted of ſixteen battalions, and nine troops 
of light horſe : they were commanded by the late Duke o: 
Marlborough. They ſailed from Portſmouth; 
but as foon as the fleet fet ſail, the ſquadron of June 1. 
my Lord Anfon ſeparated from the reit, and bore 
off to the Bay of Biſcay, in order to ſpread the alarm more 
| N widely, 
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widely, and to obſerve the French ſquadron in Breſt. Ihe 
other part of the fleet, which was commanded by Commo- 
dore Howe, with the tranſports, arrived without any acci 
dent in Cancalle Bay, at a ſmall diſtance from the city of 
St. Maloes. Here the troops landed without op- 
5th. poſition, and having fortified a poſt near Cancalle, 
(a poſt by nature well fitted for defence) for the 
ſecurity of their retreat, they marched in two columns to 
St. Maloes. When the army arrived there it was ſoon vi— 
ſible, that the town, ſtrongly ſituated on a peninſula, com- 
municating with the main land only by a long and narrow 
cauſeway, was by no means a proper object of a coup de 
main; and though for want of outworks, it was ill qualifi- 
ed to ſuſtain a regular ſiege ; yet our forces were, for want 
of ſtrength and artillery ſufficient, altogether as ill qualified 
tor ſuch an operation. They were therefore contented with 
ſetting fire to about an hundred fail of ſhipping, 

Sth. many of them privateers, which lay under the 

cannon of the town, and to ſeveral magazines 
filled with naval ſtores. The damage was very conſidera- 
ble; yet, what is to be remarked, the enemy did not fire n 
ſingle ihot on the detachment employed in this ſervice. 
Having nothing more to do on this fide, they retired to 
Cancalle; and reimbarked with as little oppoſition 
12th. as they met with at landing; the land and ſea com- 
manders having made all the diſpoſitions wit! 

great judgment. 

Before the fleet returned, tliey reconnoitred the town of 
Granville on the coaſt of Normandy ; but finding that a 
large body of troops were encamped in the neighbourhood, 
they made no attempt there. From thence they moved to- 
wards Cherbourg, and made the proper diſpoſitions for 
landing ncar that place; but a hard gale blowing in to the 
ſhore, and the tranſports beginning to fall foul on each 
other, it became extremely hazardous to attempt landing. 
Beſides, the proviſion was near exhauſted, and the ſoldiers 
by being ſo long cooped up in the tranſports, were grown 
ſickly. It became highly necefſary to return home, and 
they arrived at St. Helen's on the 29th of Junc. 

The ſucceſs of this expedition, by which the French ſuf- 
tered largely, with ſcarce any loſs on our fide, though it 
ſufficiently anſwered the intention of the armament, fell 
lomewhat ſhort of the expectations of the public, who 

had 
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had formed much greater hopes, than it was poſſible for 
the nature of ſuch enterpriſes to fulfil. However, their 
hopes were again revived ; by ſeeing that every thing was 
prepared for another expedition, and that our armies and 
flects were to be kept in conſtant action during the ſummer. 
'The time was now come when we were to turn the tables 
upon France, and to retaliate by real attacks, the terrors 
which had been raiſed by her menaces of an invaſion. The 
Duke of Marlborough had now taken the command of the 
Engliſh forces in Germany; and General Bligh ſucceeded 
him in this command. Prince Edward reſolved to go upon 
the expedition, and to form himſelf for the ſervice of his 
country under ſo brave and able a commander as Howe. 
It is eaſy to imagine, how much the ſpirit, the preſence 
and example of the gallant young prince, who went with 
the utmolt chearfulneſs through all the detail of a midſhip- 
man's duty, inſpired both the ſeamen and the troops. 

On the firſt of Auguſt, the fleet ſet fail from St. Helen's. 
In a few days they came to anchor before Cherbourg. The 
French had drawn a line ſtrengthened by forts, along the 


moſt probable places for landing. They had drawn down 


three regiments of regular troops, and a conſiderable body 
of militia to the ſhore, and had in all appearance threatened 
2 very reſolute oppoſition to the deſcent of the Engliſh 
forces. But the Commodore diſpoſed the men of war and 
bomb ketches ſo judictouſly, and made fo ſharp a fire upon 
the enemy, that they never ventured out of their 
entrenchments ; ſo that the landing was effected Aug. 6. 
in excellent order, and with very little loſs. The 

French who made fo poor an oppoſition to the landing, had 
ſtill many advantages from the nature of the ground which 
they occupied; but they nesledted them ail; and abandon- 
ing by a moſt ſhamcſul deſpair their forts and lines on the 
coaſt, they ſuffered the Engliſh to enter Cherbourg the 
day after the landing, without throwing the leaſt obſtacle 
in their way. It muſt be remembered too, that the whole 
number of the Fnglith forces on this expedition was rather 
ſhort of 6000 men. 

Cherbourg is on the land fide an open town; neither is 
it very ſtrongly defended towards the ſca. Ihe harbour is 
naturally bad. But the place is well ſituated, in the midſt 
ot the channel, for protecting the French, and annoying 
the Englifh commerce in time of war, and perhaps for fa- 
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cilitating an invaſion on England itſelf. Monſieur Belidor 
the famous engineer, had demonſtrated its importance, and 
propoſed a plan for the improvement and defence of the 
harbour, as well as for the fortifications of the town. This 
plan was approved and partly put in execution by the build- 
ing of a mole, digging a baſon and making ſluices and flood 
gates with excellent materials and a vaſt expence. The 
work had been for a conſiderable time diſcontinued ; but 
in this expedition, that work of ſo great ingenuity, charge, 
and labour, was totally deſtroyed. Whilſt our humanity 
regrets the unhappy neceſſity of war, we cannot help think- 
ing that the Engliſh nation was freed by the ſucceſs of this 
expedition, from what might one day be cauſe of no trivial 
alarms. 
When this work of deſtruction was over, all the veſſel: 
in the harbour burned, and hoſtages taken for the contribu- 
tions levied on the town, the forces reimbarked, 
16th. with great ſpeed and ſafety without any interrup- 
tion from the enemy, and with the ſame expedi- 
tion, care and conduct, as they had been firſt landed; the 
army having continued ten days unmoleſted in France. 

The nation exulted greatly in this advantage, eſpecially 
as it almoſt accompanied the news of our glorious ſucceſſes 
in America. Nothing was omitted to give the action its 
utmoſt eclat; the braſs cannon and mortars taken at Cher- 
bourg, were drawn from Kenſington to the tower, quite 

through the city, in great pomp and order, adorn- 
Sept. 16. ed with ſtreamers, attended by guards, drums, 

muſic, and whatever elſe might draw the atten- 
tion of the vulgar. They who cenſured this proceſſion as 
too oſtentatious, did not conſider, . how forcibly things ol 
this nature ſtrike upon ordinary minds, and how greatly 
they contribute to keep the people in good humour to ſup— 
port the many charges and loſſes that are incident to the 
moſt ſucceſsful war. 

The fleet when 1t left Cherbourg, was driven to the 
coaſt of England; but the troops were not diſembarked; 
it was reſolved, that the coaſt of France ſhould have no 
reſpite; and accordingly they ſailed towards St. Maloes, 
and landed in the bay of St. Lunar-at a ſmall diſtance from 
the town of St. Maloes. This choice of a place for land- 
ing, muſt neceſſarily have ſurpriſed all thoſe who remem- 
dered upon what reaſons the attempt againſt that place had 
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been ſo recently laid aſide. There was no other object of 
ſufficient conſideration near it. The town was at leaſt in 
as good a poſture of defence as it had been then; and the 
force which was to attack it had ſince then been conſider- 
ably leſſened. There is undoubtedly ſomething very unac- 
countable, as well in the choice as in the whole conduct of 
this affair. The perſons in the principal commands, ſhifted 
the blame from one to another. There 1s nothing more 
remote from our deſign, than to ſet up for judges in mat- 
ters of this nature; or ungenerouſly to lean on any officer, 
who meaning well to the ſervice of his country, by ſome 
misfortune or miſtake fails in ſuch hazardous and intricate 
enterpriſes. We ſhall be ſatisfied with relating the facts as 
they happened, 

As ſoon as the troops were landed in the bay of St. 


Lunar, it became evident that the deſign againſt St. Maloes 


was utterly impracticable. Other projects were then pro- 
poſed, but they all ſeemed equally liable to objection. Whilſt 
they debated concerning a plan for their operations, the 
fleet was in the greateſt danger. The bay of St. Lunar is 
extremely rocky; and the experience of the people of the 
country, together with what he ſaw himſelf, convinced the 
Commodore that it was impoſſible to remain any longer 
in this road with tolerable ſafety. "Therefore he moved 
up to the bay of St. Cas, about three leagues to the 
weſtward. 

The fleet was ſeparated from the land forces; but it 
was ſtill eaſy to preſerve a communication between them; 
and as no attack was yet apprehended, they made no ſcru— 
ple to penetrate farther into the country. In two days the 
arrived at the village of Matignon, having had ſeveral ſkir- 
miſhes with ſmall bodies of the enemy, who from time to 
time appeared on their flanks, and who always diſappeared 
when they were briſkly encountered. By this time the 
Duke d'Aiguillon, Governor of Britanny, was advanced 
within fix miles of the Enghth army, with a body of 
twelve battalions and fix ſquadrons of regular troops, and 
two regiments of militia. This determined the council of 
war to retreat; they wanted but three miles to the ba 
of St. Cas. But in this little march a conſiderable time 
was conſumed, and the French army was cloſe upon them 
before they could be completely reimbarked. A very ſteep 
till formed a fort of amphitheatre about the bay of St. 

Cas; 
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738 
Cas, where the embarkation was making; but before the 
laſt diviſion, which conſiſted of all the grenadiers of the 
army, and the firſt regiment of guards, could get off, 
the French had marched down this hill, through an hol- 
low way, and formed themſelves in a long line againſt 
the few Engliſh troops that remained. There remained 
in this exigency only the expedient of aſſuming a bold 
countenance, and attacking them with vigour. The bra- 
very of our troops on this defperate occaſion, was wor- 
thy of a better fortune. The ſhips and frigates ſeconded 
their efforts, and made a ſevere fire upon the enemy. 
All was to no purpoſe ; their ammunition was at laſt ſpent; 
the enemies numbers pre\ vailed; our little body attempted 
to retreat, but they fell into confullog; they broke, an hor- 
rible laughter followed, many ran into the water and met 
their fate in that element. The ſhore was covered with 
dead bodies. General Dury was drowned. Sir John 
Armitage a young volunteer of great fortune and hopes, 
was ſhot through the head. Several officers, men of large 
fortune and conſideration fell. At length the firing of the 
frigates ceaſed, and the French immediately gave quarter. 
About 400 were made priſoners, 600 were killed and 
wounded. 

In the midſt of this carnage, in the midſt of a fire that 
ſtaggered the braveſt ſeamen who managed the boats, 
Commodore Jiove exhibited a noble example of intrepi- 
dity and fortitude, by ordering himſelf to be rowed in his 


own boat through the thickeſt of the fire, to encourage all 


2t were engaged in that ſervice, and to bring off as many 
men as his veſſel could carry. 

This affair diſpirited the people of England, and elated 
the people of France far more than an affair of fo little 
conſequence ought to have done. Tt was in fact no more 
than the cutting off a rear guard. There is often more 
bloodſhed in ſkirmiſhes in Germa ny, W hich make no figure 
in the Gazetics. And certainly, ii our expeditions to the 
cont of Fer were planned with any judgment, on our 
part we had rather rcaſon to congratulate-onrſelves that 
we were able to 15 three times on that coaſt, with fo in- 
conſiderable a lofs. The French indeed had reaſon to mag- 
nity this loſs; and they did greatly magnify it in order to 
confole their people, who had feen their trade ſuffer ſo 
much, and their country ſo long inſulted with impunity. 
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W hatever our ſucceſſes were on the coaſt of France, they 
did not affect us in the ſame manner with thoſe which we 
had in America. From this part of the world we had long 
been ſtrangers to any thing, but delays, misfortunes, diſap- 
pointments, and diſgraces. But the ſpirit which had been 
rouſed at home, diffuſed itſelf into all parts of the world 
where we had any concern, and invigorated all our opera- 
tions. 

Admiral Boſcawen with a powerful fleet of men of war 
and ſeveral tranſports ſailed for Halifax from Fngland, Feb. 
the 19th. He had the chief command in the expedition 
againſt Louiſbourg, and in particular the direction of the 
naval operations. General Amherſt, from whoſe character 
great things were expected, and who juſtified thele expecta- 
tions, was to command the land torces. "Theſe amounted 
to about 14000 men, including lome light troops, fitted tor 
the peculiar {ſervice of the country. "The whole fleet con- 
ſiſting of 151 ſhips, ſet fail from the harbour of Halifax. 
On the ſecond pt june they appeared before Louiſboursg. 
They were fix days on the coaſt betore a ſanding was found 
. practicable; ſuch a prodigious furt ſwelled all along the 

ſhore, that no boat could poſſibly live near it. The French 
not truſting to this obſtacle, had drawn entrenchments in 
every part where it might be poſſible to land, ſupported 
them with batteries in convenient places, and lined them 
with numerous infantry. At length the furt 
though violent, at beſt, was obterved to be ſome— Tune 8 
what abated, and the Admiral and General did 
not loſe a moment to avail themſelves of this opportunity 
of landing; they made all their diſpoſitions for it with the 
higheſt judgment. They ordered the frigates towards the 
enemies right and left, to rake them on their flanks. Then 
the troops were diſpoſed for landing in three diviſions. 
That on the left was commanded by General Wolte, and 
was deſtined to the real attack. The diviſions in the centre 
to the right, were only deſigned tor te:gned attacks, to 
draw the enemies attention to all parts, aud to diſtract their 
defence. 

When the fire of the frigates continued about a quarter 
of an hour, General Wolfe's diviſion moved towards the 
land; the enemy reſerved their ſhot until the boats were 
near in ſhore, and then directed the whole fire of their 
cannon and muſquetry upon them. 'I'he turf aided their 
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fire. Many of the boats overſet, many were broken to. 4 
pieccs, the men jumped into the water, ſome were killed; 
ſome drowned ; the reſt ſupported and encouraged in all | 
difficulties, by the example, ſpirit, and conduct of their 
truly gallant commander, gained the ſhore, took poſt, fell 
upon the enemy with ſuch order and reſolution, that they | 
foon obliged them to fly in confuſion. As ſoon as this poſt . 
was made good, the centre moved towards the left, and the t 
right followed the centre, ſo that the landing was compleat- 1 
ed, though not without much time and trouble, in an ex- { 
cellent order, and with little loſs. t 

The operations of a ſiege are too minute and intereſting F 
to make a detail of them agreeable to readers, who are not E 


| converſant in the art military. The operations againſt f 
| Louiſbourg for ſeveral days went on very ſlowly, owing en- n 
tirely to the prodigious ſurf and the rough weather, which 0 

l made it extremely difficult to land the artillery, ſtores, and 
' inſtruments to be employed in the ſiege ; however, the ex- l 
| cellent conduct of the Generals Amherſt and Wolfe, by of 
| degrees overcame all the difficulties of the weather, which O 
was extremely untavourable, the ground which was rugged ſe 


| in ſome places and boggy in others, and the reſiſtance of 
the garriſon which was conſiderable. The French had five 
men of war of the line in the harbour, who could bring all 
| their guns to bear upon the approaches of the Engliſh troops. 
; The firſt thing done was to ſecure a point called the light- 7 
| | houſe battery, from whence they might play upon theſe 

veſſels, and on the battcrics on the other ſide of the harbour. 


| General Wolfe performed this ſervice with his uſual vigour B 
|| and cclerity, and took poſſeſſion of this and all the * 
| June 12. other poſts in that quarter. His fire from this " 
| poit on the 25th ſilenced the iſland battery, which * 
[|| was that moſt immediately oppoſcd to his ; but the ſhips 7 

{till continued to bear upon him until the 21t of the follow- 
ing month, when one of them blew up, and communicating gr. 
the fire to two others, they alſo were in a ſhort time con- 
ſumed to the water edge. This was a loſs not to be repair- it 
ed; the approaches drew near the covered way, and things 
were in a good condition for making a lodgment in it; the & the 
enemies fire was conſiderably flackened: the town was = 
conſumed to the ground 1n many places, and the works had | 0 
ſuffered much in all. Yet the enemy ſtill delaying to ſur- * 


render, gave occation to add one brave action to the others, 


which 
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-which had been diſplayed during the courſe of this ſiege. 
The admiral who had all along done every thing poſſible to 
ſecond the efforts of the land forces, notwithſtanding the 
ſeverity of the weather, reſolved on a ſtroke, which by be- 
ing deciſive of the poſſeſſion of the harbour, might make 
the reduction of the town a matter of little difficulty. He 
reſolved to ſend ina detachment of 600 ſeamen in boats, to 
take or burn the two ſhips of the line which remained, and 
if he ſhould ſucceed in this, he propoſed the next day to 
ſend in ſome of his own great ſhips, who might batter the 
town on the ſide of the harbour. This was not more wiſely 
planned by the Admiral, than gallantly and ſucceſsfully ex- 
ecuted by Captain Laforey. In ſpite of the fire 
from the ſhips and the batteries, he made himſelf July. 25. 
maſter of both theſe ſhips ; one he towed off, the 
other, as ſhe ran aground, was ſet on fire. 

This ſtroke, in ſupport of the ſpirited advances of the 
land forces, was concluſive. 'The town ſurren- 
dered the next day. The garriſon were priſoners July 26. 
of war, and amounted with the irregulars and 
ſeamen to 5637. 

The taking of Louiſbourg (a) was an event the moſt 

O deſired 


_— — 


(a) Major General Amherſt's Journal of the ſiege of Louiſbourg. 


On the 28th of May, I had the good fortune to meet Admiral 
Boſcawen with the fleet and the troops coming out of the har- 
bour of Halifax. Lieut. Gen. Bragg's regiment, from the bay 
of Fundy, joined the fleet this day. 

The 29th we had fine weather ; the ſhips kept well together ; 
the whole conſiſted of 157 fail. The Dublin went very ſickly 
into Halifax. 

The 3oth the wind blew hard in the afternoon ; the ſhips were 
greatly diſperſed. 

The 31 the wind ſometimes contrary, obliged us to tack, and 
it blew freſh, 

The 1ſt of June Capt. Rous in the Sutherland came from off 
the harbour of Louiſbourg, ſaid, two ſhips had got in the zoth; 
that there were 13 fail in the harbour. We ſaw the entrance of 
Gabarus at night. 

The ad it was foggy in the morning; about twelve ſaw Lowi/- 
bourg and the ſhips in the harbour. The fleet, with about a _ 
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defired by all our colonies; that harbour had always been 


a receptacle convenient to the enemies privateers, who in— 


teited the Engliſh trade in North America. It was the moſt 
effectual 


* _ _ 


of the troops, anchored in Gabarus bay ; and this evening, with 
Brigadiers Generals Lagorence and Holfe, I reconnoitred the ſhore 
as near as we could, and made a diſpoſition for landing in three 
places the next morning, in caſe the troops arrived. 

The enemy had a chain of poſts from Cape Noir to the flat 
Point, and itregulars from thence to the bottom of the Bay; ſome 
works thrown up at the places which appeared practicable to land 
at, and ſome batteries 

On the 3d moſt of the tranſports came in this morning, all wel! 
prepared for landing; but the ſurf on ſhore was ſo great, it was 
impoſſible to land. This day Brigadier General Whitmore arrived 
from Halifax, at which place I have left Col. Monchton to com- 
mand. As one Bay was tound to have leſs ſurf than the others, 
a diſpoſition was made to land the next morning in one place in- 
ſtead of three. | 

"The 4th the wind and ſurf were ſo very high, Admiral Boſcawven 
told me it was impracticable to land. 

The 5th a great ſwell and fog in the morning, and the Admi- 
ral declared it ſtill impracticable to land. 

The Gth an appearance of change of weather, in the morning 
early: I was reſolved to ſeize the firſt opportunity; the ſignal 
was made to prepare to land between five and fix o'clock, and at 
eight all the men were in the boats: The fog came on again, and 
the ſwell encreafed during the time the men were getting into 
the boats, and the Admiral again declared it impracticable to land. 
1 ordered the troops on board their reſpective ſhips, firſt acquaint- 
ing them with the reaſon for ſo doing. 

The 7th the weather bad in the morning; in the afternoon the 
{ſwell rather decreaſed, and gave us great hopes of landing at day- 
break the next morning, for which orders were given: and Brage's 
regiment, who were in a number of ſloops, to fail under convoy. 
by the mouth of the harbour to Lorembec ; ſending at the fame 
time a proportion of artillery deſtined for the light houſe Point, 
with orders to make all the ſhow they could of landing, but not 
to land till turther orders, intending to draw the enemy's atten- 
tion on that ſide. 

From the 2d to this time, the enemy have been reinforcing 
their poſts, adding to their works, cannonading and throwing ſhells 
at the ſhips, and making all the preparations they can to oppoſe 
our landing. . Seven tranſports were now mifling with troops on 

board, 
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effe tual blow which. France had received from the com- 
mencement of the war. By the taking of Louiſbourg, ſhe 
loft the only place from whence ſhe could carry on the cod 


O 2 fiſnery; 


it. 


— 


board, three of which came in at night. The Admiral gave all 
neceſſary orders for the frigates to cover our landing. 

On the 8th the troops were aſſembled in the boats before break 
of day, in three diviſions ; and Commodore Durell having viewed 
the coaſt by order of the Admiral, and given me his opinion the 
troops might land, without danger from the ſurf, in the bay on 
our left, the Kennington and Halifax ſnow began the fire on the 
left, followed by the Grammont, Diana and Shannon frigates in 
the centre, and the Sutherland and Squirrel upon the right. When 
the fire had continued about a quarter of an hour, the boats upon 
the left rowed into the ſhore, under the command of Brigadier 
General Wolfe, whoſe detachment was compoſed of the four eldeſt 
companies of grenadiers, followed by the light infantry, (a corps 
of 550 men, choſen as markſmen from the different regiments, 
ſerve as irregulars, and are commanded by Major Scott, who was 
Major of the Brigade) and the companies of rangers, ſupported by 
the Highland regiment, and thoſe by the eight remaining compa- 
nies of grenadiers. 

The diviſion on the right, under the command of Brigadier 
Gen. Whitmore, conſiſted of the Royal, Laſcelles, Monchton, Forbes, 
Anſtruther and Webb, and rowed to our right by the white Poin?, 
as if intending to force a landing there. 

The centre diviſion, under the command of Brigadier General 
Lawrence, was formed of Amber/t's, Hopſon's, Otway's, Whitmore's, 
Lawrence's, and Warburton's, and made, at the ſame time, a ſhow 
of landing at the freſh water Cove, This drew the enemy's at- 
tention to every part, and prevented their troops, poſted along 
the coaſt, from joining thoſe on their right. 

The enemy acted very wiſely, did not throw away a ſhot, till 
the boats were near in ſhore, and then directed the whole fire of 
their cannon and muſketry upon them. The ſurf was ſo great, 
that a place could hardly be found to get a boat on ſhore. Not- 
withſtanding the fire of the enemy, and the violence of the ſurf, 
Brigadier Wolfe purſued his point, and landed juſt at their left of 
the Cove, took poſt, attacked the enemy, and forced them to re- 
treat. Many boats overſet, ſeveral broke to pieces, and all the 
men jumped into the water to get on ſhore. | 

So ſoon as the left diviſon was landed, the firſt detachment of 
the centre rowed at a proper time to the left, and followed ; then 
the remainder of the centre diviſion, as faſt as the boats could 
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fiſhery ; and the only place ſhe had ina convenient ſituation 
for the reinforcements that were ſent to ſupport the war in 
the other parts of America; and with Louiſhourg wy or 

_ iſland 


_ — 


fetch them from the ſhips ; and the right diviſion followed the 
centre in like manner. 

It took up a great deal of time to land the troops; the enemy's 
retreat, or rather flight, was through the rougheft and worſt 
ground I ever ſaw ; and the purſuit ended with a cannonading from 
the town, which was ſo far of uſe, that it pointed out how near I 
could encamp to inveſt it: On which the regiments marched to 
their ground, and lay on their arms. The wind encreaſed, and 
we could not get any thing on ſhore. 

The loſs of his Majeſty's troops at landing is, Capt. Baillie and 
Lieut. Cuthbert, of the Highland regiment ; Lieut. Nichalſon of 
mine, 4 ſerjeants, 1 corporal, and 38 men killed, 21 were of my 
regiment, (the grenadiers) of which 8 were ſhot, and the reſt 
drowned in trying to get on ſhore. 

Five lieutenants, 2 ſerjeants, 1 corporal, and 51 men wounded ; 
and of the five companies of rangers, 1 enſign and 3 private 
killed, 1 wounded, and 1 mifling. 

On the enemy's ſide, 2 captains of grenadiers, and 2 lieutenants, 
are priſoners ; 1 officer killed, and an Indian chief: Several men 
likewiſe killed; and, I imagine, about 70 men taken priſoners : 
They were ſent on board as faſt as poſſible. By ſome of the pri - 
ſoners I had intelligence, that M. St. Julien, Colonel, command- 
ed in the Cove: That there were 5 battalions in the town, name- 
ly, Bourgogne, Artois, Royal Marine, Cambiſe, and Volontaires 
Etrangers, with about 700 Canadians. The three firſt regiments 
wintered in Louiſbourg ; Volontaires Etrangers came there not 
long ſince with part of the fleet, and Cambiſe the night before 
we landed. 

We took from the enemy three 24 pounders, ſeven 9 pounders, 
and ſeven 6 pounders, two mortars, and fourteen ſwivels ; all 
which were placed along the ſhore, to prevent our landing ; with 
ammunition tools, and ſtores of all kinds. 

The th Lieut. Gen. Bragg's regiment returned in their ſloops 
from Lorembec. The weather continued extremely bad; the 
ſurf ſo great, that we could get only ſome of our tents on ſhore 
in the afternoon. 

The 10th the ſurf ſtill continued, and it was with great difficul- 
ty that we got any thing on ſhore. 

The 11th the weather grew clear and better, and the light 6 
pounders, which I had ordered on ſhore immediately after the 
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iſland of St. John's, and whatever other inferior ſtations 
they had for carrying on the fiſhery towards Gaſpeſie and 
the bay De Chaleurs, which our ſhips ſoon after this event 


entirely 


troops, were now only landed, and ſome artillery ſtores with 
them. 

On the 12th, from intelligence I had received, that the enemy 
had deſtroyed the grand battery, and called in their out-poſts, I 
detached Brigadier Wolfe with 1200 men, 4 companies of grena- 
diers, 3 companies of rangers, and ſome light infantry round the 
N. E. harbour to the Light Houſe Point, with an intention to filence 
the //and battery, and, at the ſame time, to attempt to deſtroy 
the ſhips in the harbour ; ſending, at the fame time by ſea, the 
2 of artillery, tools, &c. that had been ordered for this 
ervice. 

I received, this day, a report from Brigadier Wolfe, that he had 
taken poſſeſſion of the Light Houſe Point, and all the poſts on that 
fide the harbour, which the enemy had abandoned, leaving ſeve- 
ral cannon, which were rendered uſeleſs, tools, &c. and a great 
quantity of fiſh at Lorembec. The weather continued extremely 
bad ; but we got ſome tools on ſhore this night, ſo that, on the 
13th, we began to make a communication from the right to the 
left in front of the camp ; and I ordered three redoubts on the 
moſt advantageous ground in the front. A party of the enem 
came out this day towards our camp, but were ſoon beat back by 
the light infantry, before two picquets could well get up to their 
aſſiſtance. We worked at three redoubts in front all night. 

The 14th the enemy cannonaded us a great part of the day. 
The ſurf ſtill continued fo great, that it was with the greateſt 
difficulty we could land any thing. The fleet, under the com- 
mand of Sir Charles Hardy, which appeared yeſterday for the firſt 
time, was in the night blown off to ſea. 

The 15th I ſent four more mortars in a ſloop to the Light- 
Houſe, but we could not get any artillery landed on this ſhore. 
At night two deſerters from the Yolontaires Etrangers came in; 


ſaid they had 5 killed and 40 wounded in the ſkirmiſh on the 1 3th. 


The 16th, the firſt fine weather, we landed 12 days proviſion, 

and got many things on ſhore, but could not land any artillery. 
The 17th I got Colonel Baſtide on horſeback, and, with Col. 
Williamſon and Major M*Kellar, we reconnoitred the whole 
ground as far as we could; and Colonel Baſftide was determined 
in his opinion of making approaches by the Green Hill, and con- 
fining the deſtruction of the ſhips in the harbour, to the 2 
Houſe 
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entirely deſtroyed, It is incredible how much this ſucceſs 
in America, joined to the ſpirit of our other meaſures, ope- 
rated to raiſe our military reputation in Europe, and to fink 

that 


Houſe Point, and the batteries on that ſide. I added two 8 inch 
mortars and three royals to the Light Houſe batteries. 

The 18th we had fine weather. Some Indians took three of 
the tranſports men at the bottom of Gabarus bay who landed there 
contrary to orders. The road for the artillery was puſhed on as 
faſt as pollible. We got three 24 pounders on ſhore, though the 
ſurf was great the beginning of the day. 

The 19th the batteries on the Light Houſe were intended to 
have been opened this night, but could nat be got ready ſo ſoon. 
LU Echo, a French frigate of 32 guns, was brought in to-day ; had 
got out of the harbour the 13th at night, and was bound to 
Quebec: By her we have intelligence, that the Bizane got out the 
day we landed, and the Comette ſince our arrival off the harbour. 

The zoth the and Battery and ſhips fired at the batteries on 
the ſhore, who began their fire this laſt night. The enemy 
burnt an old ſhip at the bottom of the harbour. 

The 21ſt very bad weather, and the ſurf high. The enemy 
diſcovered us making the road for the artillery, and cannonaded 
us; threw ſome fhot into the left of the camp, but did not 
oblige me to decamp any part. An adyanced redoubt towards 
Green Hill was thrown up this night. 

The 22d the bad weather continued ; we were employed on 
the road, and getting up a Block Hoyſe on the left, by the Miray 
road, to ſecure the communication to the N. E. harbour and 
Light Houſe, and to hinder any parties from going into the town, 

The 23d the Admiral aſſured me there were above a hundred 
boats loſt in landing the troops and proviſions. This day fine 
weather ; and we now have on ſhore twelve 24 pounders, and 
fix 12 pounders. The enemy fired a great deal from their 
ſhipping and and Battery, and threw ſome ſhot into the left 
of the camp. Colonel Meſſervey, and moſt of his carpenters, 
taken ill of the ſmall-pox, which is a very great loſs to the army. 
Gabions and faſcines are landed, and carried forward as faſt as 
poſſible, to make an epaulement to Green Hill. The batteries at 
the Light Houſe fire with ſucceſs againſt the land Battery, and 
1 hope will ſoon ſilence it. 

On the 24th the enemy fired on the Light Houſe Batteries from 
the town and ſhipping, and on our advanced redoubt, which was 
finiſhed, they fired from the town. Colonel Baſtide remained 
fixed in his opinion of advancing by Green Hill, We had this 
' GAY 
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that of France, and conſequently how much it influenced 


our moſt eſſential intereſts and thoſe of our allics. 
The plan of our operations in America were, however, 


by 


— 
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day in the park of artillery thirteen 24 pounders, and ſeven 12 
pounders. 

The 25th the cannonading continued night and day: In the 
evening the //and Battery was ſilenced; their own fire had helped 
to break down part of their works: Faſcines and gabions were 
forwarded to Green Hill as faſt as poſſible. All the men employed 
at work, and making the neceſſary communications. The enemy 
fired a good deal at our advanced redoubt, 

The 26th a ſmall alarm on the left of a party that had advanc- 
ed from the town; had got up to the Block Houſe, which was 
not quite finiſhed. They had with them a barrel of pitch to ſet 
it on fire: The guard on it was not ſufficient to oppoſe a large 
party; but a detachment was ſent out ſo quick, that they were 
forced to retreat without effecting their deſign, though two ot 
the men had been in the Block 7louſe, and they were drove back 
into the town very faſt. Three hundred pioneers ordered to 
Green Hill, Admiral Bo/cawen landed 200 marines, and took 
the poſt at Kennington Cove, which is a great caſe to the army. 
[ defired of the Admiral four 32 pounders and two 24 pounders 
to leave at the Light Houſe, to keep the land Battery in ruin, 
that with a proper number of men intrenched there, Brigadier 
Welfe, with his detachment, might be able to come round the 
harbour, bringing his artillery with him; and to try to deſtroy 
the ſhipping, and to advance towards the Heſt Gare. 

The 27th one braſs 24 pounder was loſt in 12 fathom water, 
by ſlipping off the catamaran®, as they were coming from the 
ſhip to land it. The cannon I aſked of the Admiral were landed 
this night at the Light Houſe. 

The 28th a great many popping ſhots and cannonading. As 
the poſt at Green Hill was covered, we began the road over the 
bog, and throwing up an epaulement. Colonel Meſſerwey and his 
ſon both died this day; and of his company of carpenters of 
108 men, all but 16 in the ſmall-pox, who are nurſes to the 
fick. This is particularly unlucky at this time. 

The 29th cannonading continued; the frigate fired conſtantly 
at the epaulement; we purſued working at the road, which coſt 
great deal of labour: At night the enemy funk 4 ſhips in the 
harbour's mouth; Apollo, a two-deck'd one, la Fidelle of 36 
guns, la Chevre, and la Biche, of 16 guns each, and they cut 
of 
* A kind of raft much uſed at ez, 
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by no means confined ſolely to this object, important as it 
was. Two other attempts were propoſed : the firſt at- 
tempt was with a great force to drive the French from Ti- 

n conderoga 


off moſt of their maſts. Remain in the harbour five of the line 
of battle, and a frigate of 36 guns. 

The 3oth, at night, ſome firing at Kennington Cove: The ma- 
rines thought they ſaw Indians: The frigate fired all night at the 
epaulement, as the men worked in the night-time. 

Ihe 1ſt of July, the enemy creeped out in the morning to get 
ſome old paliſades and wood. Brig. Wolfe and Major Scott's light 
intantry puſhed them in with a very briſk fire ; and the Brigadier 
took poſt on the hills, from whence it was intended to try to de- 
moliſh the ſhipping ; we marched forward on the right; forced 
the enemy back to Cape Noir with a ſmart fire. 

The 2d, the epaulement and road went on heavily, from the 
extreme badneſs of the ground: The enemy continued their can- 
nonading, and threw ſome ſhells : We ſkirmiſhed all day with par- 
ties out of the town. , 

The 3d, a great cannonading from the town and ſhipping on 
the batteries. Brig. Wolfe was making an advanced work on the 
right, thrown up at 650 yards from the cover'd way, with an in- 
tention of erecting a battery to deſtroy the defences of the place, 
it being pretty well on the capital of the Citadel Baſtion; and the 
falling of the ground from this place, towards the works, would 
hinder diſcovering as much of the works as would be neceſſary to 
do them any conſiderable damage. In the evening the ſea officers 
thought ſome of the ſhips would try to get out of the harbour 
The batteries on the left immediately played on them, but it grew 
fo dark they could not continue. 

The 4th a great fog ; when there were glares of light, the 
cannonading began ; 500 men kept continually making faſcines. 

The sth very bad weather; the epaulement was haſtened on 
as much as poſſible, it ſwallowed up an immenſe number of faſ- 
cines, coſt ſome men, as the frigate cannonaded on it without 
ceaſing. 

The 6th a ſloop ſailed out of the harbour with a flag of truce 
to Sir Charles Hardy, to carry ſome things to their wounded of- 
ficers and priſoners. 

The many difficulties of landing every thing in almoſt a conti- 
nual ſurf, the making of roads, draining and paſſing of bogs, 
and putting ourſelves under cover, render our approach to the 
place much longer than I could with. 


On the 7th we had very foggy weather; cannonading oo 
| nue 
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conderoga and Crown Point; in which, if we could ſuc- 
ceed, the enemy would loſe thoſe poſts from which they 
were in the beſt condition to moleſt our colonies, and by 


loſing 


bn —_— 


nued all day, and a good deal of popping ſhots from the advanced 
oſts. 

8 The 8th J intended an attack on ſome advanced poſts at Cape 

Noir, but it did not take place. Col. Baſtide got a contuſion by 

a muſket ball on his boot, which laid him up in the gout. 

The 9th, in the night, the enemy made a Sortie where Briga- 
dier Lawrence commanded ; they came from Cape Noir, and 
though drunk, I am afraid rather ſurpriſed a company of grena- 
diers of Forbes's, commanded by Lord Dundonald, who were 
poſted ina Fleecke on the right. Major Murray, who command- 
ed three companies of grenadiers immediately detached one, and 
drove the enemy back very eafily. H hitmore's and Bragg's gre- 
nadiers behaved very well on this occaſion. Lord Dundonald was 


killed, Lieut. Tew wounded and taken priſoner, Capt. Bontein 


of the engineers taken priſoner : 1 corporal, 3 men killed; 1 
{erjeant, 11 men miſſing; 17 men wounded : The Sortie was 
of five picquets, ſupported by 600 men; a Captain, Chevalier 
de Chauvelin, was killed, a Lieut. wounded and taken priſoner : 
17 men killed, 4 wounded and brought off priſoners, beſides 
what wounded they carried into the town, one of which, a Capt. 
died immediately. The enemy ſent out a flag of truce to bury 
their dead, which when over, the cannonading began again. The 
frigate was ſo hurt, ſhe hauled cloſe to the town; the ſhips fired 
very much againſt Brig. Wolfe's batteries. ; 

The 10th, the road at the epaulement went on a little better; 
the enemy fired a great deal, and threw many ſhells. 

The 11th, a waggoner was taken off by ſome Indians between 
the block-houſe and the left of the N. E. harbour. 

The 12th it rained very hard all night; not a man in the de- 
tachment could have a dry thread on; we made an advanced 
work to Green Hill ; at night the waggoner who had been taken 
tuckily made his eſcape, ſaid, they were 250 Canadians. The 
Citadel Baſtion fired very ſmartly. | 

The 13th, the enemy threw a great many ſhells ; we perfeCt- 
ed our works as faſt as we could; bad rainy weather; the ene- 
my was at work at Cape Noir to hinder us taking poſſeſſion near 
that point, which is of no conſequence ; ſome deſerters came in, 
faid a ſloop of Miray got in three days ago. | 

The 14th, the batteries were traced out laſt night, with an 
intention to place twenty 24 pounders, divided in four different 

* batteries, 
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loſing them, would lay open an eafy road into the very 
heart of their ſettlements in Canada. The ſecond attempt 
was to be made with a conſiderable, though an inferior 

force, 


—yv-„ 


batteries, to deſtroy the defences, and a battery of 7 mortars, 
with ſome 12 pounders to ricochet*® the works and the town, 

The 15th, the cannonading and firing continued; the enemy 
tried to throw ſome ſhells into camp, tuppoſed to be intended 
againſt our powder magazine: At ten at night the Light Houſe 
battery fired ſome rockets as a ſignal of ſhips ſailing out of the 
harbourf ; Sir Charles Hardy aniwered it ; the frigate got out, 
and Sir Gharles Hardy's fleet got under ſail and went to fea. Be- 
fore day break, Capt. Sutherland, poſted at the end of the N. E. 
harbour, was attacked, and there was a great deal of firing; 
the grenadiers of Brig. Wolfe's corps marched to ſuſtain him, and 
all the light infantry ; it was over before they could get up, and 
by a deſerter from the enemy, they were only 100 men come 
from Miray, where they left Monf. de Boiſbere, who had, on the 
other ſide the water, zoo men with boats to paſs. Major Scott, 
with the light infantry, purſued, but could not get up with them 
I encamped a corps forward. 

The 16th, towards night, Brig. Volſe puſhed on a corps and 
took poſſeſſion of the hills in the front of the Bara/oy, where we 
made a lodgment ; the enemy fired very briſkly from the town 
and ſhipping. 

The 17th, a great fire continued from the town and ſhipping ; 
we reſolved to extend the parallel from the right to the left. The 
fleet returned, 

'The 18th, all laſt night the enemy fired muſketry from the co- 
vert way, and tried to throw ſhells into the camp. 

The 19th, I relieved the trenches by battalions, the 14 batta- 
lions forming 3 brigades ; a ſmart fire from the covert way, the 
batteries on the left fired againſt the baſtion Dauphine with great 
ſucceſs. 

The 21ſt, one of the ſhips in the harbour, that had ſome pow- 
der blown up in her, made a great exploſion, and ſet the ſhip on 
fire, which ſoon caught the fails of two more; they burned very 
taſt, and we kept firing on them the whole time, to try to hinder 
the boats and people from the town to get to their aſſiſtance; the 

Entreprennant!, 


* Is half charging a gun, by which the bullet ſkips upon the 


ground like ſtones when ſkimm'd upon the water. 

+ This was probably the ſhip which brought news to France 
of the Engliſh landing, and eſcaped notwithſtanding the vigilance 
of ſo great a fleet. t Of 74 guns. 
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force, from Penſylvania againſt Fort du Queſne: the ſuc- 
ceſs of this attempt would eſtabliſh us in the poſſeſſion of 
the Ohio, (See the map of America at the latter end) and 


break 


— 


Entreprennant, Capricieux ||, and Superb ||, were the three 
burned ſhips; the Prudent and Bienfaiſant remained. 

The 22d, two batteries on the right opened with thirteen 24 
pounders, and another of 5 mortars, and fired with great ſucceſs; 
the enemy fired very well from the town for ſome time, and threw 
their ſhells into our works. Our ſhells put the citadel in flames. 
I ordered Col. Williamſon to confine his fire as much as he could 
to the defences of the place, that we might not deſtroy the hou- 
ſes. A Lieut. of the Royal Americans, going his rounds on an ad- 
vanced poſt, loft his way, and was taken priſoner near Cape Noir. 
A battery was begun on the left for four 24 pounders. 

The 23d, the cohorns were uſed at night, and the French mor- 
tars ſent to throw ſtones from the trenches. The enemy fired all 
ſorts of old iron, and any ſtuff they could pick up. Col. Baſtide 
was out to day for the firſt time ſince he received the contuſion. 
Our batteries fired with great ſucceſs. This night the ſhells ſet 
fire to the barracks, and they burnt with great violence. 

On the 24th, the fire was very briſk on our ſide, and the enemy's 
decreaſed. The Admiral gave me 400 ſeamen to help to work at 
the batteries, &c. and 200 miners added to a corps of 100 already 
eſtabliſhed, that we might make quick work of it, and they were 
immediately employed. The 4 gun battery opened, and another 
of 5 erecting. One of the men of war in the harbour, the Bren- 
faiſant, fired at our trenches at high-water, and the Citadel and 
Bafiion Dauphine fired againſt the 4 gun battery; but our men 
firing ſmall arms into the embrazures, beat the enemy off their 
guns. | 

The 25th, the batteries fired with great ſucceſs. The Admiral 
ſent me word, he intended to fend in boats with 600 men, to take 
or deſtroy the Prudent and the Bienfaiſant in the harbour, I or- 
dered all the batteries at night to fire into the works as much as 
poſſible, to keep the enemy's attention to the land. The miners 
and workmen went on very well with their approaches to the co- 
vered way, though they had a continued and very ſmart fire from 
it, and grape ſhot, and all forts of old iron from the guns of the 
ramparts. We continued our fire without ceaſing, and a Ricochet: 
The boats got to the ſhips at one in the morning, and took them 
both: They were obliged to burn the Prudent, as ſhe was aground ; 
and they towed off the Brienfaiſant to the N. E. harbour. 

F-2 The 
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break off the connexion between Canada and Louiſiana. 
Gen. Abercrombie, commander in chief of our forces in 
America, conducted the firſt of thoſe expeditions, He em- 
barked 


— 


The 26th, the Admiral came on ſhore, and told me he propo- 
ſed ſending 6 ſhips into the harbour the next day. Juft at this 
time ] received a letter from the governor, offering to capitulate, 
and the articles were agreed upon. 


Articles of capitulation between their excellencies admiral Boſcaw- 
en and major general Amherſt ; and his excellency the chewa- 
lier Drucour, governor of the iſland of Cape Breton, of Louil- 
bourg, the iſland of St. John, and their appurtenances. 


I. The garriſon of Loviſbourg ſhall be priſoners of war, and 
ſhall be carried to England in the ſhips of his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty. 

II. All the artillery, ammunition, proviſions, as well as the 
arms of any kind whatſoever, which are at preſent in the town ot 
Louiſbourg, the iſlands of Cape Breton and St. John, and their ap- 
purtenances, ſhall be delivered without the leaſt damage, to ſuch 
commiſſaries as ſhall be appointed to receive them, for the uſe of 
his Britannick Majeſty. 

III. The governor ſhall give his orders that the troops which 
are in the ifland of St. John and its appurtenances, ſhall go on 
_ ſuch ſhip of war, as the admiral ſhall ſend to receive 
them. 

IV. The gate, called Porte Dauphine, ſhall be given up to the 
troops of his Britannick Majeſty, to-morrow at eight o'clock in the 
morning, and the garriſon, including all thoſe that carried arms, 
drawn up at noon, on the Eſplanade, where they ſhall lay down 
their arms, colours, implements, and ornaments of war. And the 
garriſon ſhall go on board, in order to be carried to England in a 
convenient time. 

V. The fame care ſhall be taken of the fick and wounded that 
are in the hoſpitals, as of thoſe belonging to his Britannict 
Majeſty. | 

VI. The merchants and their clerks, that have not carricd 
arms, ſhall be ſent to France, in ſuch manner as the admiral ſhal! 
think proper. 


Louiſbourg, 26 July, 1758. 
(Signed) Le Chevalier de DRUCOUR. 
A 
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barked upon Lake George ich near 16,000 troops, regu- 
lars and provincials, and a numerous artillery on the 5th of 
July; and after a proſperous navigation, arrived the next 
| 5 da 
| * 


—— 


4 Deſcription of the Town and Harbour of Louiſbourg, with 


. References pointing out the Approaches of his Majeſty's Forces. 

A. The Town of Lowiſbourg., O. A lake. 

B. The citadel P. Rivers, from whence the in- 

C. A lake, where the fiſhing- habitants have their freſh 
| barks winter. water. 

D. Stages for drying fiſh. Q. A pond, which defends part 

E. A battery of 20 guns, erect- of the works, and makes 

. ed ſince 1748. this part very difficult of 
F. The Dauphin battery of 30 acceſs. 


guns, which defends the R. The grand beach. 
Weſt-Gate, being that S. Rocks under water. 
which was firſt delivered to T'. The Careening place de- 


the Engliſh. fended from all winds. 
G. The Ifland-battery of 40 V. TheGreen-hill, from whence 
| guns, ſilenced the 24th of the town was annoyed by 
June, by the Light-houſe a redoubt caſt up the 21ſt 
battery at I, under the di- of June, under the direQi- 
rection of Major General on of Col. Baſtide. | 

Wolfe. W. The place where the enemy 

H. A ſmall battery of 8 guns. ſunk fourſhips on the 29th, 

J. The Light-houſe battery, ta- vis. the Apollo a two- 
ken by Major Gen. Wolfe, deck'd ſhip, la Fidelle of 

Fune 12th, from whence 36 guns, le Chevre and 

the ſhips in the harbour la Biche, of 16 guns each. 

| were deſtroyed, at X. X. The ſtation of the French 

K. A battery of 15 guns, uſed men of war that were de- 

| for the deſtruction of the ſtroyed from the Light- 

. ſhipping. houſe and other batteries, 

I. The grand battery of 40 erected for that ſervice. 

} guns, deſtroyed by the Y. The place where the Pru- 

8 French the 12th, when all dent was ſet on fire, by the 

the out parties were order- boats from the fleet, June 

| ed into the works of the 25th. 

; town. Z,. The North eaſt harbour, to 
M. A battery of 15 guns, de- which place the Bienfaiſant 
- ſtroyed the ſame time. ſhip of war was towed b 

N. Houſes inhabited by fiſher- the boats of the fleet from 


men. 8 


Aa. Capt. 
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day at the place where it had been propoſed to make the 
landing. They landed without oppoſition. The enemies 
advanced guards fled at their appearance. The Engliſh ar- 


my 
Aa. Capt. Sutherland's poſt that Green-hill, with a com- 
was attacked before Day, mand of Forbes's grena- 
on the 15th of July, who diers. On this occaſion 
made a gallant defence, Bragg's and Whitemore's 
and cleared himſelf of the grenadiers behaved with 
enemy, without any aſſiſt- uncommon intrepidity, 
ance, the reinforcement (they were detached by 
coming too late. Major Murray) and repul- 
B b. Where the block-houſe was ſed the French, who in this 
erected, the 22d of Tune, expedition loſt ſome able 
near Miray * road, to ſe- officets, with many ſol- 
cure the communication diers. Itwas after this af- 
to the North Eaſt harbour fair the enemy ſent a flag 

and light-houſe. of truce to bury the dead. 


Cc. Cape Noir Baſtion, where — 
the enemy made a fally of Miray a late ſeine way in 
their picquets the 9th of land from Louiſbourg harbour, 
July, ſupported by 600 lying between the town and the 
choſen men; by them Ld. Aorth-eaft harbour: here Monſ 
Dundonald was unfortu- de Boiſbere had on the other fide 
nately ſurpriſed. He was of that lake 302 men, with boat, 
poſted on the right of the 79 paſs over. 


Extract of a Letter from Admiral Boſcawen, to the Right Hon. 
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Namur, Gabreuſe Bay, 2875 of july, 
1758. 


Will not trouble you with a particular detail of the landing 
1 and ſiege, but cannot help mentioning a particular gallant 
action in the night between the 25th and 26th inſtant: The boats 
of the ſquadron were in two divißſons, detached under the com- 
mand of Capts. Lare and Balfour, to endeavour either to take 
or burn the Prudent of 74 guns, and Bienſaiſunt of 64, the only 
reraaining French ſhips in the harbour ; in which they ſucceeded 
ſo well, as to burn the former, ſhe being a-ground, and take the 
latter, and tow her into the N. E. harbour, notwithſtanding they 
were expoſed to the fre of the cannon and muſquetry of the and 
battery, point Rochefort, and the Town, being favoured with a 
dark night. Our lofs was inconfiderable, men killed, and $9 
wounded. 


I have 
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my proceeded in four columns to Ticonderoga. As the 
country through which their march lay was difficult and 
woody, and the guides which conducted the march to this 
unknown country, were extremely unſkilful, the troops 
were bewildered, the columns broke and fel] in upon one 
another. Whilſt they marched on in this alarming difor- 
der, the advanced guard of the French, who had lately fled 
before them, was bewildered in the ſame manner; and in 
the ſame diſorder fell in with our forces. A ſkirmiſh enſu- 
ed, in which this party was quickly defeated with the loſs 
of near 300 killed, and 148 priſoners. "The loſs on the En- 
gliſh ſide was inconſiderable in numbers; but great in 
conſequence. Lord Howe was killed. This gallant man, 
trom the moment he landed in America, had wifely con- 
formed and made his regiment conform to the kind of ſer- 
vice which the country required. He did not ſuffer any 
under him to encumber themſelves with ſuperfluous bag- 
gage; he himſelf ſet the example, and fared like a com- 
mon foldicr. The firft to encounter danger, to endure 
hunger, to ſupport fatigue ; rigid in his diſcipline, but ea- 
ſy in his manners, his officers and ſoldiers readily obeyed 
the commander, becauſe they loved the man; and now at 
the moment when ſuch abilities, and ſuch an example were 
the moſt wanted, was fatally loſt, a life which was lon 

enough tor his honour but not tor his country. It adds in- 


deed to the glory of ſuch a death, and to the conſolation 


of his country, that we ſtill poſſeſs the heir of his titles, 
his fortunes, and his virtues, whilſt we tremble to ſee the 
fame virtucs expoſing themſelves to the ſame dangers.* 


Lxc epting 


I have given the command of the Bienfaiſant to Capt. Bu!/our, 
and the Echo, a trigate, to Capt. Laforey ; Mr. Affleck and Mr. 
Bickerton, Lieuts. who boarded the Brienfaiſant, tucceeded thoſe 
gentlemen in the Ana fireſhip and Hunter loop. | 

have only farther to aſſure his Majeſty, that all his troops and 
officers, both ſea and land, have ſupported the fatigue of thi- 
ſiege, with great firmneſs and alacrity. 


Soon after the news of Lord Howe's death arrived, the fol- 
towing advertiſement. appeared in the public papers; an applicatt- 
on worthy of a Roman matron, in the virtuous times of the re- 

public. 
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Excepting this loſs, the army had hitherto proceeded 
ſucceſsfully. In a little time they appeared before Ticon- 
deroga. This is a' very important poſt, and as 
July 8. ſtrongly ſecured. The fort is ſituated on a tongue 
of land between Lake George and a narrow gut, 
which communicates with the Lake Champlain. On three 
ſides it is ſurrounded with water; and for a good part ot 
the fourth it has a dangerous moraſs in front; where that 
failed, the French had made a very ſtrong line upwards of 
eight feet high, defended by cannon, and ſecured by 4 or 
ooo men. A great fall of trees with their branches out- 
ward, was ſpread before the entrenchment for about an 
hundred yards. 

The General cauſed the ground to be reconnoitred ; and 
the engineer made fo favourable a report of the weakneſs of 
the entrenchment, that it appeared practicable to force it 
by muſquetry alone. A fatal reſolution was taken, in con- 
ſequence of this report, not to wait the arrival of the artil- 
lery, which on account of the badneſs of the ground, could 
not be eaſily brought up, but to attack the enemy without 
loſs of time. They were confirmed in this precipitate rc- 
ſolution, by a rumour that a body of zooo men were on 
their march to join the French at Ticonderoga, and very 
ſhortly expected to arrive. 

When the attack began, the difficulty of the ground, and 


the 


4 


public, and which could not fail of ſucceſs, where the leaſt ſpark 
of virtue exiſted. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, Freehalders, and Burgeſſes, of the 
* Town and County of the Toxwn of Nottingham. 


As Lord Howe is now ablent upon the public ſervice, and 
* Lieut. Col. Howe is with his regiment at Louiſbourg, it reſts up- 
* on me to beg the favour of your votes and intereſts, that Lieut. 
Col. Have may ſupply the place of his late brother, as your re- 
preſentative in parliament. 

Permit me therefore to implore the protection of every one 
of you, as the mother of him, whoſe life has been loſt in the 
* ſervice of his country. 


CHARLOTTE HOWE. 


Albemarle-Street, Sept. 
14, 1758. 
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the ſtrength of the enemies lines which had been ſo little 
foreſeen, was but too ſeverely felt. Although the troops 
behaved with the utmoſt ſpirit and gallantry, they ſuffered 
ſo terribly in their approaches, and made ſo little impreſſion 
on the entrenchment, that the General ſeeing their reitera- 
ted and obſtinate efforts fail of ſucceſs, being upwards of 
four hours expoſed to a moſt terrible fire, thought it neceſ- 
ſary to order a retreat, to ſave the remains of the army. 
Near 2000 of our men were killed, wounded and taken pri- 
ſoners; the number of the taken being very inconſiderable. 
This precipitate attack, was followed by a retreat as preci- 
pitate ; inſomuch that our army gained their for- 

mer camp to the ſouthward. of Lake George, the July 9. 


evening after the action. (9 
To 


( General Abercrombie's Account of his Expedition againſt 
= Ticonderoga. | 


Camp at Lake George, July 12, 1758. 


HE embarkation of the artillery, ſtores and proviſions being 
compleated on the evening of the 4th inftant ; next morn 
ing at break of day the tents were ſtruck, and all the troops, 
amounting to 6367 regulars, officers, light infantry, 'and rangers 
included, and 9024 provincials, including officers and batteau men, 
embarked in about goo batteaux, and 135 whale boats, the ar- 
tillery to cover our landing, being mounted on rafts. 

At five in the evening, reached Sabbath Day Point (25 miles 
down the Lake) where we halted till ten, then got under way 
again, and proceeded to the landing place (a cove leading to the 
French advanced guard) which we reached early next morning 
the 6th. | 

Upon our arrival, ſent out a reconnoitring party ; and having 
met with no oppoſition, landed the troops, formed them in four 
columns, regulars in the centre, and provincials on the flanks, 
and marched towards the enemy's advanced guard, compoſed of 
one battalion, poſted on a logged camp, which, upon our ap- 
proach they deſerted, firſt ſetting fire to their tents, and deſtroy- 
ing every thing they could; but as their retreat was very precipi- 
tate, they left ſeveral things behind, which they had not time 
either to burn or carry off. In this camp we likewiſe found one 
priſoner and a dead man. 


The army in the foregoing order continued their march Rough 
the 
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'To repair the misfortune of this bloody defeat, General 
Abercrombie detached Col. Bradſtreet with about 3000 
provincials againſt Fort Frontenac. The Colonel with 

great 


the wood, on the weſt-ſide, with a deſign to inveſt T iconderoga, 
but the wood being very thick, impaſſable with any regularity to 
ſuch a body of men, and the guides unſkilful, the troops were be- 
wildered, and the columns broke, falling in one upon another. 

Lord Howe, at the head of the right centre column, ſupported 
by the light infantry, being advanced, fell in with a, French party, 
ſuppoſed to conſiſt of about 400 regulars, and a few Indians, who 
had likewiſe loſt themſelves in the retreat from the advanced 
guard; of theſe our flankers killed a great many, and took 148 
priſoners, among whom were hve officers and three cadets. 

But this ſmall ſucceſs coſt us very dear, not as to the loſs of 
numbers, for we had only two officers killed, but as to conſe- 
quence, his lordſhip being the firſt man that fell in this ſkirmiſh ; 
and as he was, very deſervedly, univerſally beloved and reſpected 
throughout the whole army, it is eaſy to conceive the grief and 
conſternation his untimely fall occaſioned ; for my part, I cannot 
help owning that J felt it moſt heavily, and lament him as ſin- 
cerely. 

The 7th, the troops being greatly fatigued, by having been 
one Whole night on the water, the following day conſtantly on 
toot, and the next day under arms, added to their being in want 
of proviſion, having dropped what they had brought with them, 
in order to lighten themſelves, it was thought adviſeable to return 
to the landing place, which we accordingly did about eight that 
morning. 

About eleven in the forenoon, ſent off Lieut. Col. Bradſtreet, 
with the 44th regiment, fix companies of the firſt battalion of the 
royal Americans, the batteau men, and a body of rangers and pro- 
vincials, to take poſſeſſion of the Sazu-mill, within two miles of 
Ticonderoga *, which he ſoon effected; as the enemy who were 

poſted 


* A fort built about two years ago on the narrow paſſage or 
communication between Lake George and Champlain. It has all 
the advantages that nature or art can give it, being defended on 
three ſides by water, which is ſurrounded by rocks, and on the 
half of the fourth ſide by a ſwamp, and where that fails, there 
the French had erected an entrenchment and breaſt work about 9 
feet high. Itis in the way to Crown Point, and muſt be taken by 
our forces before they can march thither. (See the Plate.) 
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3 
great prudence and vigour, ſurmounted great difficulties, 
brought his army to Oſwego, where he embarked on the 
Lake Ontario, and arrived at Frontenac the 25th of Au— 


guſt, 


poſted there, after deſtroying the mill and breaking down their 
bridge, had retired ſome time before. 

Lieut. Col. Bradſtreet having laid another bridge a-croſs, and 
having ſent me notice of his being in poſſeſſion of that ground, 1 
accordingly marched thither with the troops, and we took up our 
quarters there that night. 

The priſoners we had taken being unanimous in their reports, 
that the French had eight battalions, ſome Canadians and colony 
troops, inall about 6000, encamped before their fort, who were 
intrenching themſelves, and throwing up a breaſt-work, and that 
they expected a reinforcement of 3000 Canadians, beſides Indi- 
ans, Who had been detached under the command of Monſ. de 
Lewy, to make a diverſion on the fide of the Mohawk river; but 
upon intelligence of our preparations and near approach, had been 
repeatedly recalled, and was hourly expected; it was thought 
moſt adviſeable to loſe no time in making the attack ; wherefore 
early in the morning of the 8th, I ſent Mr. Clerk, the engineer, 
acroſs the river on the oppoſite fide of the fort, in order to recon 
noitre the enemy's intrenchments. 

Upon his return, and favourable report of the practicability of 
carrying thoſe works, if attacked before they were finiſhed, it was 
agreed to ſtorm them that very day: Accordingly the rangers, 
light infantry, and the right wing of Provincials, were ordered 
immediately to march and poſt themſelves in a line, out of can- 
non ſhot of the intrenchments ; the right extending to Lake 
George, and the left to Lake Champlain, in order that the regular 
troops, deſtined for the attack of the intrenchments, might form 
on their rear. 

The Piguets were to begin the attack, ſuſtained by the grena- 
diers, and by the battalions : the whole were ordered to march 
up briſkly, ruſh upon the enemy's fire, and not give theirs, until 
they were within the enemy's breaſt-work. 

After theſe orders iſſued, the whole army, except what had 
been left at the landing-place to cover and guard the batteaux and 
whale boats, and a Prowincial regiment at the Saww-mill, were 
put in motion, and advanced to Ticondero;a, where they unfor— 
tunately found the intrenchments, not only much ſtronger than 
had been repreſented, and the breaſt-work at leaſt eight or nine 
feet high; but likewiſe the ground before it covered with felled 
trees, the branches pointed ontwards, which ſo fatigued and re- 
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guſt. 'This fort ſtands at the communication of Lake On- 
tario with the river St. Lawrence, the entrance into which 
river it in ſome manner commands. However, for a poſt 
of ſuch moment, it was poorly fortified, and poorly garri- 
ſoned. It was taken without the loſs of a man on 
Aug. 27. our fide, in leſs than two days after it had been 
attacked. 'The garriſon, conſiſting of 130 men, 
were made priſoners; nine armed {loops were taken and 
burned ; and a large quantity of proviſions amaſſed there 
for the uſe of their garriſons to the ſouthward, was deſtroy- 
ed. Col. Bradſtreet having performed this important ſer- 
vice, returned. Many were of opinion, that ſo fine a poſt 
ought to be kept and ſtrongly garriſoned; others thought 
that it would be impoſſible to preſerve a place at ſuch a 
diſtance from our own eſtabliſhments. (e 
Tt 


tarded the advancing of the troops, that notwithſtanding all their 
intrepidity and bravery, whichl cannot too much commend, we 
ſuſtained ſo conſiderable a loſs, without any proſpect of better 
ſucceſs, that it was no longer prudent to remain before it; and it 
was therefore judged neceſſary, for the preſervation of the re- 
mainder of ſo many brave men, to prevent a total defeat, that we 
ſhould make the beſt retreat poſſible : Accordingly, after leveral 
repeated attacks, which laſted upwards of four hours, under the 
moſt diſadvantageous circumſtances, and with the loſs of 464 re- 
gulars killed, 29 miſſing, 1117 wounded ; and 87 Provincials kil- 
Jed, 8 miſſing, and 239 wounded, officers of both included, I 
retired to the camp we occupied the night before, with the bro- 
ken remains of ſeverals corps, ſending away all the wounded to the 
batteaux, about three miles diſtance ; and early the next morning 
we arrived there ourſelves, embarked, and reached this place the 
evening of the gth. Immediately after my return here, I ſent the 
wounded officers and men that could be moved, to Fort Edward 
and Albany. 


(c) Colonel! Bradſtteet's Letter to General Amherſt, on the Redul:- 
on of Fort Frontenac. 


Oſwego, Aug. 31, 1758. 


Landed with the troops within a mile of fort Frontenac with- 


out oppoſition, the 25th : The garriſon ſurrendered pritoners ot 


war the 27th, between 7 and 8 in the morning It was 


2 guats 
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It is very poſlible, that the ſucceſs of Col. Bradſtreet 
greatly facilitated that of the expedition under Gen, Forbes. 
The General had had a very tedious and troubleſome march, 
through a country almoſt impaſſable, very little known, 
and continually haraſſed on his route by the enemies Indi- 
ans. An advanced guard of this army, conſiſting of about 
800 men under Major Grant, had moſt unaccountably ad- 
vanced to Fort du Queſne, with a deſign as it ſhould ſeem 
of reducing the place by a coup de main; but the garriſon 
ſuddenly ſallying out and attacking them warmly on all ſides, 
killed and made priſoners many of this party, and diſperſed 
the reſt. This was, however, their laſt ſucceſs ; for the 
body of the army being conducted with greater ſkill and cir- 
cumſpection, baffled all their attempts; ſo that the French 
being convinced by ſeveral ſkirmiſhes that all their efforts 
to ſurpriſe the troops, or interrupt their communication were 
to no purpoſe, and being conſcious that their fort was not 

tenable againſt a regular attack, they wiſely aban- 

Nov. 24. doned the place after deſtroying their works; and 
tell down the Ohio, to the number of 4 or 500 

men, towards their more ſouthern ſettlements. Gen. For- 
bes once more erected the Engliſh flag on Fort 

25th, du Queſne, Without any reſiſtance we became 


maſters 


a ſquare fort of 100 yards the exterior ſide, and had in it 110 
men, ſome women, children, and Indians, 60 pieces of cannon, 
(half of which were mounted) ſixteen ſmall mortars, with an im- 
menſe quantity of proviſions and goods, to be ſent to the troops 
gone to oppoſe Brig. Gen. Forbes, their weſtern garriſons, Indians, 
and to ſupport the army under the command of M. Lewy, on his 
intended enterpriſe againſt the Mohawt river, valued by the 
French at 800,000 livres. We have likewiſe taken 9 veſ- 
ſels from 8 to 18 guns, which are all they have upon the lake, two 
of which I have brought here ; one richly laden ; and the reſt 
and the proviſions I have burnt and deſtroyed, together with the 
fort, artillery, ſtores, &c. agreeable to your excellency's inſtructi- 
ons, ſhould I ſucceed. The garriſon made no ſcruple of ſaying, 
that their troops to the ſouthward and weſtern garriſons will ſuf- 
fer greatly, 1f not entirely ſtarve, for want of the proviſions and 
veſſels we have deſtroyed, as they have not any left to bring 
them home from Niagara. 'The terms on which the 


garriſon ſurrendered were priſoners of war, until exchanged for 
equi] numbers and rank 
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maſters in the third year after the commencement of 
hoſtilities, of that fortreſs, the contention for which had 
kindled up the flames of fo general and deſtructive a war. 
This place with its maſters has changed its name, and is 
called Pittſburg, with a propricty which does not need to 
be pointed out. {d) 

Notwithſtanding the unhappy affair at Ticonderoga, the 
campaign of 1758 in America was very advantageous, and 
very honourable to the Fnelith intereſt. Louiſbourg, St. 
John” „ Frontenac, and du Queſne-reduced, remove from 

our 


— c— _ 


(d) Brigadier General Forbes's Letter on his taking of Fort du 
Queine. 


0 Have the pleaſure of acquainting you with the ſignal 
1 ſucceſs of his majeſty's arins over all his enemies on the 
Ohio, by having obliged them to burn, and abandon their Fort du 
Jueſue, which they effected upon the 24th inſt. and of which 
{took poſſeſſion with my light troops the ſame evening, and with 
my little army the next day — The enemy made their eſ- 
cape down the river, part in boats, and part by land, to their forts 
and ſettlements upon the Mr{/fippt, having been abandoned, or, 
at leaſt, not ſeconded, by their friends the Indians, whom we had 
prev ouſly engaged to act a neutral part, after thoroughly convinc- 
ing them, in ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, that all their attempts upon our 
advanced poſts, in order to cut off our communication, were vain, 
and to no purpoſe ; ſo they now ſcem all willing, and well diſpo- 
ſed to embrace his majeſty's moſt gractous protection. 

Give me leave, therefore, to congratulate you upon this impor- 
tant event, of having expelled the French from Fort du Rueſne, 
and this prodigious tract of fine rich country; and of having, in 
2 manner, reconciled the various tribes, and nations of 1; Rant, 
inhabiting it, to his majeſty's government. 

So far I had wrote you the 26th, but being ſeized with an infla- 
mation in my ſtomach, and liver, the ſharpeſt and moſt ſevere of 
all diſtempers. I could proceed no farther ; and, as 1 have a thou- 
ſind things to fav, have ordered Major Haltett down the country, 
in order to explain the motives upon Which I proceeded, and the 

various, and almoſt inſurmountable difficulties I had to grapple 
with. 

I fhail leave this as ſoon as I am able to ſtand ; but God 
knows when, or if ever I reach Philadelphia. 

expect the heads of all the Indians in here to morrow, when! 
hope very !oon to finiſh with them. 
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our colonies all terror ot the Indian incurſions, draw from 
the French thoſe uſeful allies, free our frontiers from the 
yoke of their enemies forts, make their ſupplies difficult, 
their communications precarious, and all their defenſive or 
offenſive operations uncfteQive ; whilſt their country unco- 
vered of its principal bulwarks, lies open to the heart, and 
affords the moſt pleaſing proſpects of ſucceſs to the vigorous 
meaſures which we may he aſſured will be taken in the next 
campaign. Gen. Amherſt is now commander, 

It would be doing great injuſtice to the ſpirit and conduct 
of the miniſtry, not to obſerve, that they omitted to diſtreſs 
the enemy in no part, and that their plans of operation were 
as extenſive as they were vigorous. 

Two ſhips of the line with ſome frigates, were 
ſent early in the ſpring to the coaſt of Africa, to Mar. g. 
drive the French from their ſettlements there. 

They entered the river Senegal, and in ſpite of the ob{truc- 
tion of a dangerous bar, which the ſhips of war 

could not paſs, they obliged the French fort May r. 
which commands the river to ſurrender. And on 

the 29th of December following, Commodore Keppel, 

with the aſſiſtance of ſome troops under the command of 
Lieut. Col. Worge, made himſelt maſter of the iſland of 
Goree and its forts ; the garriſon ſurrendering at diſcretion 
to his Majeſty's ſquadron (e). By theſe ſucceſſe: „ we have 


taken 


(e Commodore Keppel's Letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt, on his taking 
the Ifland o of Gore? 


S IN., 


Arrived here with the ſquadron unde: my command the 25th 
of December paſt in the evening; and the next morning, 
agreeable to his majeſty's inſtructions, T attacked with the ſhips, 
the fort and batteries on the iſland of Cores, epi were ſoon te- 
duced to alk to capitulate; or the Governor's demands were, to 
be allowed to march the French troops out of the gartiton with: 
the honours of war. His terms I abſolutely rejected and began a 
freſh attack; it was, however, but of a very ſhort duration, When 
the iſland, fate: gartiſon, Oc. ſurtendered at diſcretion to his 
majeſty's ſquadron. 
Lient. Col. Norge had his troops cmbark'd in the nee 
boats. 
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taken from the enemy one of the moſt valuable branches of 
their 


— * 


2 


boats, in good order and readineſs, at a proper diſtance, with the 
tranſports, to attempt a deſcent, when it ſhould be found practica- 
ble or requiſite. 

Two days after the ſurrender of the iſland, I ordered it to be 
delivered up, with the cannon, artillery, ſtores, and proviſions, 
Fc. to the officer and troops Lieutenant Colonel Forge thought 
fit to garriſon the place with ; and the colonel is taking all ima- 
ginable pains to ſettle and regulate the garriſon in the beſt man- 
ner, and as faſt as things will admit of. 

The incloſed, Sir, is the ſtate of the iſland, with the artillery, 
ammunition, and proviſions, found in the place at its ſur— 
render. 

French, made priſoners of war, 300. 

Blacks, in arms, a great number.; but I am not well enough 
informed as yet to ſay preciſely. 

The loſs the enemy ſuſtained, as to men, is ſo very differently 
ſtated to me by thoſe that have been aſked, that I muſt defer ſay- 
ing the number till another opportunity. | 

[ron ordnance of different bores, 93; one braſs 12-pounder ; 
iron ſwivels mounted on carriages, 11; braſs mortars mounted 
on beds, two of 13 inches; ditto, one of 10 inches; iron, one 
of 10 inches. In the magazine, powder, 100 barrels.. Proviſion: 
of all ſpecies for 400 men for four months. 


Explanation of the Plan of the [land of Goree. 


A. The negroe village. 

B. The company's gardens, Oc. 

C. The flavery. 

D. The negroes fountain. 

E. Ihe company's fountain. 

F. 't he governor's fountain. 

G. The hoſpital. 

H. The chapel. 

I. The officers houles untiniſh- 
ed. 

K. Hutts for labourers 

L. The barracks for carpenters. 

M. The apartment for bombar- 
dicrs, 

N. Offices, ftore-hovſces. 
barracks for ſoldiers. 


O. The pharmacy and engt- 


and 


neer's laboratory. 

P. The armourer's apartment 
ad forge. 

Q. the governor's apartment 
and garden, Fc. 

R. A ciſtern. R. R. A ciſtern 
unhniſhed. 

8. A powder magazine. 

J Shades for water caſks. 

W. The landing beach, and en- 
try into the parade. 

V. The court of the fort of St. 
Francis. 

X. The ſhambles. 

Y. the burying place. 

Z. Ditto for the negroes. 


&. A rain water ciſtern. | 
Explanation 
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their commerce, and one of the moſt capable of abundant 
improvement“. 


From 
Explanation of the Batteries. 
1. The grand battery 9 guns. Four half moon 
2. The ſalute battery [15 batteries en bar- $13 guns. 
(c mall) 4 bet on the hill. 
3. St. Philip's battery 5 guns. 3 
4. Pt. Peter's battery 5 guns. teries for the bay 4 


5. Citadel of St. > 6 guns. 13. Three ages 7 guns. 


= Cchael, en barbet batteries 
* 6. North point batte-} 9 guns, 14. Three braſs one ) 4mortars 
17 i ſplit. iron mortars Ji damag. 
7. Mortar battery 8 guns. 15, On St. e 12 guns, 
S8. Welt point battery 5 guns. fort 1 ſplit, 
9. A battery unfiniſh'd 3 guns. — 
10. Negroe batteries 10 guns. Total lo pieces. 


The river Senga, or Senegal, is in one of thoſe channels of 
the river Niger, by which it is ſuppoſed to diſcharge its waters 
into the Atlantic ocean: The river Niger, according to the beſt 
maps, riſes in the eaſt of Africa; and after a courſe of 300 
miles, nearly due weſt, divides into three branches, the moſt 
northerly of which is the Senegal, as above; the middle is the 
Gambia, or Gambra ; and the moſt ſouthern, Rio Grande. Se- 
negal empties itſelf into the Atlantic ocean in 16“ north lat. 
The entrance of it is guarded by ſeveral forts, the principal of 
which is Fort Lewtis, built on an iſland of the ſame name. It 
is a quadrangular fort, with two baſtions, and of no inconſide- 
rable ſtrength. At the mouth of the river is a bar; the beſt 
ſeaſon for paſling it, is from March to Auguft, or September, 
or rather from April to July, becauſe the tides are then higheſt, 
The Engliſh had formerly ſettlements here, out of which they 
were driven by the French, who have engroſſed the whole trade 
from Cape Blanco to the river Gambia, which is near 500 miles. 
The Dutch were the firſt who ſettled Senegal, and built two 
forts. The French made themſelves maſters of them in 1678. 
In 1692 the Engliſh ſeized them ; but next year the French re- 
took them, and have kept them ever ſince. They built Fort 
Lewis in 1692, and have beyond it a multitude of other ſettle- 


ments, extending 200 leagues up the river. The principal com- 
| modities 


130 The His ToRVY of the WAR. 1758. 


From the Eaſt Indies we have this year heard nothin 
remarkable. It does not ſeem that the French, notwithſtand- 
ing the great ſtruggle they made to ſend out a ſtrong arma- 
ment under Gen. Lally, have been in a condition to enter- 
priſe any thing. It is ſaid, and probably with good founda- 
tion, that the greateſt part of that force was dwindled away 
with ſickneſs during the voyage. Our naval force was ex- 
erted with ſpirit and effect in the Mediterranean. The 
French found that the poſſeſſion of Minorca could not drive 
us from the dominion of the Mediterranean, where Admi- 
ral Oſborn gave the enemics maritime ſtrength ſuch blows, 
as they muſt dong feel, and which merited him the greateſt 
of all honours, to be joined with the conquerors of Louis- 
bourg, in the thanks of the repreſentative body of their 
country. | 

The coming year ſeems big with great events. In Ger- 
many the affairs of the rival powers of Pruſſia and Auſtria, 
appear to be more nearly ballanced than at any time ſince 
the beginning of the war. This force is as great as ever, 
and their animoſity is no way leſſened. Great ſteps are ta- 
ken to aſſemble powerful armies on the Rhine.; whilſt Great 
Britain has ſent out two conſiderable armaments, one to the 
Weſt Indies, the other to Africa; the ſucceſs of which mutt 
go a great way towards determining the iſſue of the war. 
Other great preparations are alſo making on the part ot 
Great Britain. In the mean time, the Dutch enraged at 
the captures of their ſhips, make complaints, and threaten 
armaments. The death of the Princeſs of Orange, which 
happened at a moſt critical juncture, adds more perplexity 
to affairs in that quarter. If we look to the ſouthward, the 
clouds ſeem gathering there alſo. 'The imminent death of 
the King of Spain, will be an event fruitful of troubles. In 
this affair the King of Sardinia, the houſe of Auſtria, and 
the houſe of Bourbon, will find themſelves concerned ; to 
ſay nothing of the maritime powers. In a word, the flame 
of war threatens to ſpread in every part of Europe, 


—_ 


— 


modities which the French import from this ſettlement are, that 
valuable article gum ſenega, hides, bees-wax, elephants teeth, 


cotton, gold duſt, negroe ſlaves, oſtrich feathers, ambergris, 
indigo, and civet. 


At 
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At preſent we are obliged to buy all our gum ſenega of the 
Dutch, who purchaſe it from the French; and they ſet what price 
they pleaſe on it. But as the trade to Africa is now open, by 
this important acquiſition, the price of this valuable drug, which 


is ſo much uſed in ſeveral of our manufactures Al be much 
reduced. | F 
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CHAT 4 


The inclinations of the Powers at war at the cloſing the l/ 
campaign. The King of Spain's death apprehended. Con- 
dition of the King of Pruſſia, Empreſs Queen, Ruſſia, 
Sweden, Holland, France, and England. 

eaſily perceive that at the end of the laſt, the 


fortune of the ſeveral powers at war ſeemed 


more nearly upon a ballance, than it had been at the cloſc 
of any of the former. That campaign was rather leſs 
bloody, than that which immediately preceeded it; and it 
was not concluded with any action of ſuch an eclat, as could 
greatly raiſe, or depreſs the hopes of any of the contending 
parties. All parties became more cautious ; becauſe it be- 
came every day more evident, that. the fortune of war was 
not to be decided by any ſingle ſtroke, however . 

| The 


HOEVER reflects upon the concluſion of the 
ſeveral campaigns ſince the year 1755, will 
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The prize was reſerved for the player of the ſkilful game; 
for the moſt attentive patience : for the greateſt depth of 
reſources. An equality of this kind ſeemed at laſt to pro- 
miſe Europe ſome repoſe. All ſides might now give and 
receive honourable and equitable terms; and peace might 
be ſettled on that footing, on which it has been uſually made, 
for ſome time paſt, in our part of the world. But the great 
deſigns entertained by each power ; revenge imbittered by 
the blows which all had felt in their turns, the conſideration 
of the vaſt expences that fell upon all, and which a peace 
at that time would have made fruitleſs ; even the hopes 
ariſing from the equivocal] appearances of the laſt campaign, 
eſtranged every court from the diſpoſition to peace. Inlo- 
much that there were no terms directly offered by any of 
the belligerent powers; nor did any of the neutral interpoſe 
their mediation. Beſides theſe, another cauſe operated 
powerfully ; a great event was hourly expected about this 
time ; an event which threatened to involve the Southern 
parts of Europe in the calamities of that war, that had ſo 
long waſted the Northern ; and which, whenever it ſhould 
take place, threatened to render the political ſyſtem infi- 
nitely more intricate, and probably to give the war quite a 
new turn. 

The late King of Spain, by the force of a conjugal affec- 
tion, rarely ſeen in that dignity, ſince the death of his 
Queen had been given up to a melancholy, which preyed 
upon his health, and affected his under ſtanding. His death, 
or incapacity, appeared inevitable within a ſhort time. The 
King of Naples, Don Carlos, was next in the order of ſuc- 
ceſſion. In the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, it had been 
agreed, that the dutchies of Parma, Placentia and Guaſtalla, 
ſhould be reſtored to the houſe of Auſtria, in caſe Don 
Carlos ſhould ever come to the crown of Spain. Theſe 
countries were at the end of that war, in the hands of the 
Empreſs Queen, or her alles. Her imperial Majeſty had 
ſet up a claim to the reverſion of theſe dutchies, on the ex- 
tinction of iſſue male in the houſe of Farneſe. But the 
ambition of the Queen of Spain to make all her children 
Sovereigns, put powerful bars in her way to it. This am- 
bition was one of the cauſes which made the laſt ſo general 
a war. The peace of Aix la Chapelle, which put a period 
to 'that war, after ſettling theſe conteſted dutchics as an 
eſtabliſhment for Don Philip, ſecond fon to the King of 

Spain, 
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Spain, provided, that whenever the event, which we have 
mentioned above, ſhould take place, that is to ſay, the ac- 
ceſſion of Don Carlos to the crown of Spain, then the King- 
dom of Naples and Sicily ſhould paſs to the Infant Don 
Philip, and the dutchies which formed his eſtabliſhment 
ſhould revert to the houſe of Auſtria. 

The King of Naples, not without reaſon, looked upon 
this article of the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, as injurious to 
his rights; accordingly he never acceded to it. No method 
in this caſe could be ſeen, which might prevent matters 
from coming to extremities, except the ſituation of the Em- 
preſs, engaged as ſhe was with a powerful adverſary, who 
kept her forces ſtrained to the utmoſt pitch. She was in no 
condition to engage in a new war, however intereſting the 
object might be. Her ally France, who ſo ineffeQually 
aſſiſted her in Germany, could not probably aſſiſt her with 
more effect in Italy; ſhe therefore ſeemed to have no other 
part left, than to acquieſce for the preſent, and wait in 
ſilence a more favourable opportunity to aſſert her claims. 
Ihe event of the King of Spain's death has ſince happened. 
It has produced none of theſe immediate effects which were 
apprehended; and this probably proceeded from the cauſe 
which we have juſt now hinted. A dead calm at preſent 
broods over Italy. But in this tranquility and ſilence there 
are materials gathering, which may in no very diſtant period 
burſt in a terrible tempeſt over that delightful country. 
They are very nearly the ſame that produced the laſt trou- 
bles there, and may not only revive them, but ſpread the 
horrors of war once more over all Europe. 

Such were the inclinations of the powers at war at the 
opening of this year; their ſtrength ſeemed alſo very entire; 
in particular, the reſources of the King of Pruſſia appeared 
aſtoniſhing, aſter the great blows he had ſuffered; and after 
the advantages he had gained, but gained at ſo high a price. 
He was till able to ſhew himſelf the father and benefactor, 
as well as the protector of his people. In the midſt of the 
devouring waſte of ſuch an expenſive war, from the funds 
of his ceconomy he was enabled to remit the taxes to thoſe 


parts of his dominions, which had ſuffered from the Ruſſian 


barbarity ; he even advanced money to thoſe which had 

ſuffered the moſt conſiderably. 
To take a nearer view of his ſituation, we muſt obſerve, 
that the whole kingdom of Pruſſia ſtill remained 0 © 
ands 
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hands of the Muſcovites. The dutchy of Cleves, together 

with his other poſſeſſions on the Rhine, could yield him 
nothing; they were held by the French; but in theſe re— 
ſpects, his ſituation was not worſe than it had been, almoſt 
from the beginning of the war. He had to ballance theſe 
loſſes, the rich country of Saxony, which he had twice in 
one campaign wreſted trom the hands of the Auſtrians. Add 
to this, the renewal of the ſubſidy treaty with Great Britain, 
on the advantageous terms of the former year. Theſe were 
undoubtedly great ſupports ; and the King ſeemed as entire 
in power, and more advanced in reputation than ever. 

But to a more critical examination, things had an aſpect 
not quite ſo favourable. This appearance was rather ſpe- 
cious than entirely ſolid ; and whilſt all without looked ful! 
and fair, within there was a decay of ſubſtance, and an 
hollowneſs that rung at the lighteſt touch. That incom- 
parable body of troops, which at the beginning of the wat 
had given him fo great a ſuperiority, no longer exiſted in, 
the fame perſons. If his troops derived advantages from a 
long ſeries of active ſervice, theſe advantages were equally 
on the ſide of the enemy. IIis army h ad known w hat it 
is to be beaten; and it is no wonder, if a fort of wearinet- 
and deſpair began to creep upon them, after ſuch an inf. 
nite train of unrewarded fatigues, when they ſaw that 10 
many wonderful exploits had not yet ended the war in 
their favour. Many of his beſt generals had bcen killed in 
battle, or died, or had retired, or were diſgraced. "The 
hoards which he had amaſſed betore the war, by this 
time muſt have been entirely ſpent ; his dominions muſt 
have been greatly exhauſted, both of men and money. 
Saxony could no longer vicld ſuch ſupplies as formerly. 
The indigence of the ſubdued inhabitants, ſet bounds to 
the rapacity of the conqueror. The ſupſidy of Great 
Britain did a great deal; but it could not "ſupply the de- 
ficiencies on this, and on every other ſide. 'Thele circum- 
ſtances, probably, made the King of Pruſſia more cautious 
and dilatory than uſual. 

The court of Vienna had as great burthens to ſuſtain 
as the King of Pruſſia, and the had ſuffered much greater 
blows, That power has a ſtrength, ſomewhut unaccount- 
able and peculiar to herſelf. More deficient in r 
funds, than any other great power in Kurope, ſhe is bettet 
able to ſubſiſt, and to do confiderable things without them. 


For 
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For by a long habit, the whole ſtate is formed to its neceſ- 
ſities; and the ſubject is more ready to ſupply free quarter, 
and to endure military licence than any other. The coun- 
try is abundantly fruitful in all its parts. And whilſt the 
war is carried on near home, an arbitrary government, 
operating on ſo extenſive an object, can hardly fail of ſuch 
reſources, as muſt ſerve an Auſtrian army; which is ſtill 
paid in a great meaſure, as Tacitus deſcribes the troops of 
the antient Germans to have been; they have a plentiful 
table in licu of pay. (a) 

And indeed it muſt be owned, that there is no Sovereign, 
who is more highly honoured in his dominions, or obeyed 
with a greater mixture of love and reverence, by all his 
ſubjects, than her Imperial Majeſty. So that having a very 
ample power, very willing obedience, a large territory and 
many men, not ſufficiently employed in the arts of peace, it 
perhaps may be gueſſed, in what manner ſhe has been 
able to ſupply her many and great loſſes, and to continue a 
war, like the preſent, better than ſtates more abundant in 
money. She is beſides, and this is a matter of no ſmall 
conſequence, ſupported by the countenance, the authority, 
and the forces of the Empire. And ſhe has for her allics 
the firſt, and moſt formidable names in Europe. In the 
wars which this power carried on in the laſt, and in this 
century, though uſually not very ſucceſsful, ſhe has always 
been the laſt to defire a peace; though frequently flow 
in her operations, ſhe makes amends by an extraordinary 
perfeverance. 

This flowneſs could not eſcape general obſervation, in 
the actions of the laſt year. That the Auſtrians did not 
play with ſufficient ſpirit, the great game which was in 
their hands, after the battle of Hochkirchen, and the entry 
of the Ruſſians into the New Marche of Br. andenburgh, 
ſeems harcly diſputable. Perhaps it was that the court of 
Vienna, by an error common to many courts, but particu— 
larly ſo to this, and often fatal to it, interfered too much 
and too minutely, in the operations of the campaign. 

It is not impoſſible that the character of Marthal Daun 
himfeif, might have had ſome ſhare in this inactivity z a 

charace” almoſt in all things the dire& reverte of that of 
His 


a Nam epulr, et gi anquam incompti, largi tamen apparatts 
pro ſtipendis cedunt. Tacit de moribus Germ § 1.4. 
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his Pruſſian Majeſty. He ſaw that the King, active, reſo- 
lute and advantageous, waſted himſelf even by that activit 

and ſpirit, to which he owed his moſt brilliant ſucceſſes. 
Should the Auſtrians carry on the war in the ſame ſpirit, 
they might ſuffer in the ſame manner, without being ever 
able to equal, much leſs to exceed that great Monarch, in 
a ſtile of action peculiarly his own. Daun therefore by 
principle, ſeems to have kept his army from coming to 
action, in order to oppoſe a ſtrength entire, and recruited 
by a long reſt, to that of the King of Pruſſia, waſted by the 
efforts it was obliged to make, inceſſantly and on every 
ſide. His deſign ſeemed to be, that the iſſue of the war 
ſhould rather ariſe from the general reſult and concurrence 
of all the operations, gradually producing a ſolid though a 
flow advantage, than from the effects of a bold, quick, and 
maſterly ſtroke. In fact, the Auſtrians felt all the benefits, 
and all the inconveniencies which uſually attend this fort of 
conduct, a conduct which probably loſt them Saxony in the 
laſt campaign, and which has ſecured them the poſſeſſion 
of what they now hold in that country. The Auſtrians 
and Pruſſians watched the time and one another, and came 
very late to action. 

The court of Peterſburg ſtill adhered to its old ſyſtem, 
in ſpite of the late ill ſucceſs of her arms, and all the et- 
torts of the Britiſh miniſter, to withdraw her from her al- 
liance. If ſhe had ſome loſs of men, it was the leaſt loſs 
ſhe could feel : and ſhe thought that whilſt the war was 
carried on at the expence of others, the reduction of ſo near, 
ſo dreaded, and fo hated a rival as the King of Pruſſia, and 
the opportunity of the forming her troops to ſervice, and 
perfecting her officers, were objects of conſequence enough 
to keep her cloſely attached to her firſt ſentiments. 

The Swedes preſerved likewiſe the fame connexion ; but 
they continued as before, an inconſiderable, and inglorious 
part of the war. 

Holland preſerved ber neutrality ; but it was a neutrahit 
little reſpe&ed, and indeed in itſelf little reſpectable. Di- 
vided in her councils, attentive only to private intereſts, ſhe 
diſguſted the Englith, and neither picaſed nor ſerved the 
French. Fer ſome of the ſubjects of that republic had car- 
ried on the trade of France in their bottoms, which fubject- 
d them to frequent captures from the Engliſh men of war 
ind privatcers. This produced loud complaints in 1 
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and warm remonſtrances to the court of London. Theſe 
complaints met with little attention, being in many reſpeQs 
but indifferently founded. The affair was drawn out in 
length, until the diſpute was extinguiſhed by the deſtruction 
of its object; ſome of the French colonies were reduced, 
and the trade in the others, grown too ſmall and too hazar- 
dous to be continued longer with any hope of advantage. 
The affairs of France and England were partly connected 
with the general ſyſtem, and partly diſtin& and independent. 
France perceived that the ſtrength of the Engliſn, and the 
exertion of that ſtrength, increaſed continually in America; 
ſhe knew from the natural inferiority of her colonies, and 
the feeble ſtate of her navy, that ſhe could not in reaſon 
hope for great ſucceſs in that quarter; for which reaſon, 
although ſhe ſent a fleet under Monſ. Bompart into the 
Weſt Indies, and ſome men of war, with as many ſtore and 
tranſport ſhips as ſhe could ſteal out of the river St. Law- 
rence, her great efforts were to be made in Europe; ſhe 
had two objects, the recovery of Hanover, and the invaſio:: 
of theſe iſlands ; in either of which if the ſucceeded, there 
could be no doubt, but that it would prove a ſufficient bal- 
lance for all that ſhe had ſuffered, or had to apprehend in 
any other part of the world. 
With regard to the firſt object, though it was difcul! 
to attain it, and though if it ſhould be attained, it did 
not promiſe to anſwer her purpoſes ſo well as the latter, 
yet 1t was upon that ſhe chiefly depended. Hitherto in- 
deed the ſucceſs which France had in Germany, was no: 
at all proportioned to the prodigious efforts which ſhe 
made; ſhe began to find herſelf much exhauſted. The 
wants of the French obliged them to pay little reſpect to 
neutral, or even to friendly powers ; FA that the eſteem 
and aſſiſtance which they had in Germany, diminiſhed con- 
tinually. They cat up the country, and ſeized on ſuch 
towns as were convenient to them, without any ceremony : 
. freed from all theſe reſtraints, their army had made very 
ittle progreſs; their generals had not diſplayed any great 
abilities, and their army, in itſelf very badly compoſed, 
was deficient in diſcipline, to a degree which is ſcarcely 
credible. They kept neither guards nor poſts, nor cen- 
tinels; a great part of their troops wandered from the 
camp into the neighbouring towns, and returned drunk. 
Their councils of war were held in a tumultuous and diſor- 


derly 


SW 3 &- Ha 


= 


„ e 


1759. The HISTORY of the WAR. 139 


derly manner; and all their deſigns were perfectly known 
in the camp of the allies, where a very different picture 
was exhibited, with regard to regularity and caution. 

The French troops have | ſeveral eſſential defects in 
their conſtitution, which prevent them from equalling 
thoſe of Germany, and other nations. Several regiments 
are in a manner hereditary in great families, who placed at 
their firſt outſet at a very high point of military rank, think 
it unneceſſary to attain the qualifications, which lead others 
to it ſtep by ſtep. As to the reſt of the officers, as their 
pay 15 ſmall and their hopes little, tew ſtudy the art military, 
as a profeſſion : they ſerve becauſe it is the faſhion to do ſo, 
and that it is thought neceſſary to be a gentleman. Thus 
they diſpatch their buſineſs as a diſagreeable taſk; and 
having little to loſe in the ſervice, it 1s almoſt impoſſible to 
preſerve a due ſubordination. 'The common men are little 
more than abject vaſſals, and therefore want that high ſpirit 
which in their gentry makes ſome amends for the want of 
knowledge and aſſiduity. And as they are corrupted by the 
example of their ſuperiors, ſo by their negligence they are 
left without any reſtraint. The officers do not chuſe to 
incur the ill will of their men, or to give themſelves trouble, 
by exerciſing that wholſome ſeverity in which the health 
and vigour of military diſcipline conſiſt. 

The German common people are indeed in a ſtill lower 
{tate of vaſſalage than the French, and might therefore be 
ſuppoſed naturally, no better ſoldiers; but their bodies are 
more robuſt and hardy ; their treatment 1s ſevere and rigo- 
rous, their ſubordination is moſt exact, which makes their 
diſcipline perfect; and Germany 1s ſo habituated to war, 
that all the people may be ſaid to be born ſoldiers. "Theſe 
things give the Germans a great ſuperiority over the French; 
a ſuperiority which was more viſible in this, than in any 
former war. 

Theſe defects in their army were increaſed by the low 
ſtate of their finances, which cauſed their troops to be 
very ill paid. The French court made ſome attempts to 
keep up their credit, by changing their former methods of 
raiſing money. Mr. Silhoute was made comptroller of the 
finances, and the farmers general were removed trom their 
former employment of finding the ſupplies. New methods 
were deviſed, which might ſtave off the entire ruin of their 
tinances, until their armies in Germany could flrike ſome 
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effectual blow, or their project of an invaſion, which 
quieted the minds of the people in ſome degree, ſhould be 
put in execution. 

With regard to the latter project, France had formerly 
found that the bare report of ſuch a deſign had ſerved man 
material purpoſes; but in England things had ſince then, 
been greatly changed. The threats of an invaſion increaſ- 
ed our internal ſtrength, without raiſing any apprehenſions; 
they in a great meaſure executed the militia act, which 
hardly any thing elſe could have put in execution ; they 
increaſed the regular troops, both in their number and their 
ſpecies. England for the firſt time ſaw light horſe and 
light foot. There reigned in both houſes the moſt perfect 
and unprecedented union. Among the great men there 
was no difference that could in the leaſt affect the conduct 
of the war. The diſpute concerning the preference of the 
continental and the marine ſyſtem, was entirely ſilenced; 
becauſe a ſyſtem took place which comprehended both, and 
operated in both as fully as the warmeſt advocates of either 
could deſire. Never did England keep a greater number 
of land forces on foot, on the continent of Europe, in 
England, in America, when ſhe turned all her power to her 
land forces only. Never did ſhe cover the ſeas with ſuch 
formidable fleets, when her navy alone engaged her atten- 
tion. Such is the effect when power and patriotiſm unite; 
when liberty and order kiſs; and when a nation fits with a 
happy ſecurity under the ſhade of abilities which ſhe has 
tried, and virtues in which ſhe darcs to confide. 


CHAP. II. 
The allied army moves. Succeſsful ſkirmiſhes on the fide of 


the allies. Battle of Bergen. Prince Ferdinand retires 
to Windeken. Plan of the campaign. General Wober- 
ſnow's expedition into Poland. Prince Henry's into Bo- 
hemia and Franconia. General Macguire defeated. Bam- 


berg pillaged. Prince Henry returns to Saxiny. Heſſe 
abandoned by the alltes. 


HE ferzing of Francfort in the laſt year, by a moſt 
flagrant violation of the liberties of the Empire, had 

given the French and their allics the moſt material advan- 
tage they had acquired in the campaign; for it ſccured to 
them 
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them the courſe of the Maine, and the Rhine, and made it 


eaſy to them to receive every kind of reinforcement and 
ſupply. It ſecured likewiſe that communication between 
them, the Imperial, and the Auſtrian armies, and formed 
that chain, from which they derived no ſmall benefit of 
mutual ſuccour and concurrence in their operations. Much 
depended upon their being diſlodged from that poſt; as 
well with regard to the fortune of his Britannic Majeſty's 
army, as to that of the King of Pruſſia. Such a ſtroke muſt 
neceſlarily have the greateſt infiuence on the events of the 
whole enſuing campaign. Prince Ferdinand, ſenſible of 
this, as ſoon as the ſeaſon permitted him to enter upon 
action, drew his troops out of their cantonments ; and at 
the head of thirty thouſand men, prepared to diſlodge them, 
before they could receive the ſupplies, of which they were 
in daily expectation. The reſt of his army, conſiſting of 
about ten or twelve thouſand men, were left to guard the 
electorate, and to watch the biſhoprick of Munſter. Some 
detachments of Hanoverians and Pruſſians had, in the latter 
end of February, driven the Imperialiſts and Auſtrians from 
the poſts, which they occupied at Erfurth and Eiſinach, 
and ſome places in the country of Heſſe; this drew a ſtron 
body of the enemy into that part, which puſhed them back; 
but the hereditary prince of Brunſwick, who led the arm 
of the allies through ways, before deemed impaſſable to an 
army, defeated them in ſome ſevere ſkirmiſhes; ſeveral 
places of importance were taken ; ſeveral whole battalions 
were made priſoners, with their officers. The French, 
alarmed at the vivacity of this beginning, judged it but the 
prelude to ſomething more deciſive. Accordingly the Duke 
of Broglio took an advantageous poſt, near Bergen, at a 
village between Francfort and Hanau, which it was neceſ- 
ſary the Allies ſhould maſter, before they could penetrate 
to his line. This place he had made his right, and ſecured 
his flanks and centre in ſuch a manner, that the attack could 
only be made at that village. 

In this diſpoſition was the French army when the Allies 
approached; they formed themſelves under an eminence, 
and began the attack on the village of Bergen, between 
nine and ten in the morning with great intrepidity. They 
were received with a very ſevere fire, which the enem 
had prepared for them; they made three attacks in the 


| ſpace of about two hours, and were every time repulſed. 


Prince 
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Prince Ferdinand now obſerved that the enemy ſtill kept 
a good countenance in their poſt, and that his own troops 
began to fall into ſome diforder. This able general, who 
never riſques his fortune on a ſingle throw, began to think 
of a retreat, whilft his loſs was yet inconfiderable, and 
the diſorder of his men caſily to be repaired. But a 
retreat in the face of a victorious enemy, was hazardous ; 
and the day was not yet above halt ſpent. In this exigence 
he made ſuch movements, as ſtrongly indicated a deſign of 
talling once more upon the village, in the enemy's right, 
and of making at the ſame time a new attack upon their 
left. Theſe appearances were farther countenanced by a 
cannonade, on both theſe poſts, ſupported with an uncom- 
mon fury. The French deceived by theſe manceuvres, 
kept cloſe in their poſts ; they expectci a new and a lively 
attack every moment; they returned the cannonade as 
brifxly as they could; and i in this poiture things continued 
until night e ame on, when the prince made an eaſy retreat, 
without diſorder, or moleſtation, and halted at Windecken. 
In this action the loſs of the allies was about two 
thoufand in every way: that of the French was by no 
means leſs conſiderable. The allies indeed ſuffered no- 
thing in their reputation ; their countenance through the 
whole action having been excellent. Prince Ferdinand 
gained as much honour, and diiplayed as much kill, as 
could have been obtained, or ſhewn upon a more fortunate 
occaſion. The event however was, in its conſequences, tar 
from indifferent; for the allies having miſled this blow, 
the French ſtill kept Francfort, and all advantages which 
they drew trom that ſituation ; they had time and means to 
receive their reinforcements; and they acquired in a ſhort 
ſpace fuch a ſuperiority, as obliged prince Ferdinand to 
content himſelf with acting on the defenſive, for a long 
time after. 
the advantages which would have ariſen from another 
ue of that battle appeared more fully, from the operati- 
ons which were carrying on on the ſide of Bohemia, and 
which provab! ly were deſigned to concur with thoſe of the 
prince, in ſome grand and comprehenſive ſcheme. There 
1% no doubt, chat the army of the allies, and thoſe of his 
Pruſſian Maicity. had determined to act in concert, and 
had fettled tome plan for that purpoſe z and though it ſhould 
not be diſcovered with equal cerrainty, what that plan was, 
1? 
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it may not however be unpleaſant to trace it; as far at 
leaſt as a reaſonable conjecture, guided by the lights de- 
rived from the tendency of each operation, may lead us. 
For if we ſucceed at all, in ſuch an attempt, it diffuſes a 
wonderful clearneſs over the whole narrative. 

It is not impoſſible then, that it was deſigned in the firſt 
place, to keep the Ruſſians at a diſtance, until the latter end 
of the ſummer, by the deſtruction of their magazines in 
Poland. That on the other fide prince Ferdinand ſhould 
attempt to drive the French towards the Rhine, and to get 
between them and the army of the Empire; which having 
thus loſt its communication with the French, prince Henry 
ſhould ruſh out of Saxony, and fall upon them in Bohemia 
and Franconia, and cut off alſo their communication with 
the great body of the Auſtrians. Then the Imperialiſts 
would find themſelves ſituated between two hoſtile and ſu— 
perior armies ; whilſt in Bohemia, Marſhal Daun would be 
either obliged to try his fortune ſingle handed, with the 
King of Pruſſia, or totally to abandon that kingdom, into 
which it was in the power of the Pruſſians to enter, in op- 
poſite parts at once. 

The firſt part of this plan was executed with great ſpirtt 
and ſucceſs. So early as the 23d of February the Pruſſian 
general Woberſnow marched into Poland from Glogau in 
Sileſia, with forty-ſix ſquadrons, and twenty-mine battalions, 
where they routed ſome bodies of Coſſacks; and after hav- 
ing deſtroyed ſeveral immenſe magazines, particularly one 
at Poſen, ſaid to be ſufficient for the ſubſiſtence ot fitty 
thouſand men tor three months, they returned without any 
loſs into Sileſia, on the 18th of April. 

As for the ſecond Act of this military drama, it was ex- 
ecuted with as great ſucceſs, and with fome advantages 
more ſtriking than the firſt. Prince Henry commanded the 
Pruſſian troops in Saxony, which the public accounts called 
forty thouſand men. He had certain inte! ihgence, that fore 
movements, which had purpoſely been made by the King 
of Pruſſia, had drawn the greateſt part of the Auſtrian 
troops, Which had been poſted as a watch upon Saxony, 
towards the frontiers of Sileſia. He immediately took ad- 
vantage ot this opening, and entered Bohemia in 
two columns: one marched towards Peterſwade: April 1x. 
the other, which was commanded by General! 

Hulten, made its way by Paſherg and Commotiau. The 
tirl! 
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firſt penetrated as far as Loboſchutz, and Leitmeritz, the 
enemy flying before them, and every where abandoning or 
burning the vaſt magazines which they had amaſſed in all 
thoſe parts. 

The body under General Hulſen did as much ſervice, and 
it had a more active employment. The paſs of Paſberg, 
ſtrong in itſelf, was defended by a conſiderable body of 
Auſtrlans. General Hulſen having conducted his cavalry 
by another way, ſo as to fall directly on their rear, attacked 
them with his infantry in front, and drove them out of all 
their intrenchments; one general, fifty-one officers, and no 
leſs than two thouſand private men, were made priſoners 

on this occaſion. The Pruſſians loſt but ſeventy 
April 22. men killed and wounded. They returned into 

Saxony with hoſtages for the contributions they 
had exacted. 

After this fatiguing expedition, the prince gave his troops 
a few days to reſt, and then led them once more to action. 
He directed his march through the Voigtland, towards the 
army of the Empire ; they entered Franconia by the way 
of Hoff; they attacked General Macguire, who command- 
ed a body of Auſtrians and Imperialiſts. Here they were 
bravely reſiſted for the whole day ; but the numbers and 
ſpirit of the Pruſſians prevailing, Macguire gladly took 
advantage of the night to make a retreat, having loſt about 
five hundred men. A few ſkirmiſhes more decided the fate 
of Franconia. The army of the Empire retreated, as the 
Pruſſians advanced, and abandoned the rich biſhoprics of 

Bamberg and Wurtzburg to contribution. The V 
May 16. town of Bamberg ſurrendered upon terms; but 


ſome confuſion happening before the capitulation d 
was compleatly finiſhed, a party of Croats came to blows a: 
with a party of Pruſſians, who had by this time poſſeſſion al 
of one of the gates; this was reſented as an infringement of 
the capitulation. A pretence was given to plunder the 7 


place; it was given up to pillage, by order of the comman- 
ders, for two days, in a very unrelenting and licentious 
manner. This produced loud and juſt complaints againſt 
the Pruſſians, and in due time a ſevere retaliation. Prince 
Henry had puſhed back the army of the Empire, as far as 
Nuremberg; he had diſabled a great part of the circle of 
Franconia from giving them aſſiſtance ; and thus far he 


had accompliſhed the objects of his expedition. But as 
that 
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that part of the plan, which Prince Ferdinand was to have 
executed, had failed, it was impoſſible on one hand to hinder 
the French army from ſuccouring that of the Empire, or 
on the other, to prevent a body of Auſtrians from availing 
themſelves of his abſence, to penetrate into Saxony. In 
theſe circumſtances any farther ſtay in Franconia was uſe- 
leſs, and might be dangerous. His army, loaded with 
booty and contribution, returned to their old ſituation. The 
Auſtrians retired into Bohemia at their approach. 
Appearances were hitherto favourable enough to the 
Pruſſians; however none of the great ends propoſed by the 
general plan were fully anſwered. The Ruſſians, notwith- 
ſtanding the deſtruction of their magazines, continued their 
march towards Sileſia. Count Dohna, who had raiſed great 
contributions and levies in the dutchy of Mecklenburg, wa: 


preparing to oppoſe them on the ſide of Brandenburgh ; 


other parties under other commanders, were poſted at thoſe 
places where their irruption was the moſt apprehended. 
x he approach of this army brought things nearer and nearer 
to a criſis. The eyes of all Europe were fixed with anxiety 
and expectation on their progreis. It appeared the more 
tormidable, becauſe the progreſs of the French arms was 
very rapid after the battle of Bergen. 

Prince Ferdinand finding that another attack was not ad- 
viſeable, retreated continually. 'The French poſſeſſed them- 


ſelves of Heſſe without oppoſition; they met as little in 


making their way through the biſhopric of Paderborn ; and 
whilſt their grand army, under Marſhal de Contades, puſhed 
the allies in that quarter and on the fide of Heſſe, MI. 
d'Armentieres was poſted by Weſcl, to advance on that fide 
as occaſion ſhould require. The condition of the allicd 
army was extremely dubious ; whilit the French increaſed 
in their numbers and ſpirit. Their new ſucceſs gave them 
reaſon to hope for a campaign as fortunate as that of 1787 
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r. . 


Expedition to the Weſt Indies under Hopſon and Moore. Ac- 


count of Martinico, Failure there. The Cauſes of it. 
Guadaloupe invaded. Deſcription of that iſland. Baſſe 
Terre attacked and burned. Gen. Hapſon dies. Operati- 
ons againſl Grand Terre. Several paſſes forced. The in- 
habitants capitulate. Bravery of a French lady. Mary- 
galante taken. 


REAT Britain was not content with the efforts which 
ſhe had made in Germany : America, the intereſts 
of which had given riſe to the war, was the object which 
principally engaged her attention. This was indeed the 
proper object of her natural ſtrength, and by her ſucceſs in 
this quarter, ſhe moſt effeQtually laid the axe to the root of 
the enemy's naval power, and cut away one great part of 
the reſources which fed the war. A ſquadron of. 
Nov. nine ſhips of the line, with ſixty tranſports, con- 
1758. taining ſix regiments of foot, in the end of the 
laſt year, failed for the Weſt Indies, in order to 
attack and reduce the French Caribbee iſlands. General 
Hopſon commanded the land forces; the fleet in the ex- 
pedition was to be under the orders of Commodore Moorc, 
then in the Weſt Indies. p 
Their firſt obje& was Martinico, the firſt in reputation 
of the French Caribbees, the ſeat of government, the centre 
of all the trade which France carries on with thoſe iſlands; 
ſtrong both by nature and art. This iſland lies in the 15th 
degree N. lat. The ſhore is on every fide indented with 
very deep bays, which they call Cul de Sacs, and the ſands, 
only diſcoverable at low water, form in many places a hid- 
den, and almoſt inſurmountable barrier. A lofty ridge of 
almoſt impaſſable mountains, runs north weſt and ſouth call 
quite through the iſland ; all the ſpace on both ſides is inter- 
ſeed at inconſiderable diſtances with deep gullies, through 
which the water pours down in the rainy ſeaſons, with 


great impetuoſity. In other refpeQs, the iſland is pleaſant. 


and fruitful ; well watered, and well cultivated, abounding 
with plantations and villages all along the ſea coaſt. The 
two principal places are St. Pierre, and Port Royal; both 

towns 
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towns conſiderable in this part of the world, for their mag- 
nitude, trade and ſtrength. 

By this ſhort deſcription may be diſcerned, how deſirable 
ſuch a conqueſt was, and the difficulties which naturally 
oppoſed themſelves to it. They were the greater, becauſe 
at this time there was in the iſland a conſiderable number 
of regular troops. They have at all times a numerous and 
well armed militia, not contemptible for their diſcipline, 
and well ſuited to the ſervice of the country ; add to this, 
that they can bring into the field a large body of negroes, 
habituated to arms, and in general well affected to the in- 
tereſts of their maſters. 

The Englith forces landed without oppoſition, on the 
weſt ſide of Port Royal harbour, after the men 
of war had driven the enemy from their bat- Jan. 6. 
teries and entrenchments. Rut on their landing, 
they found that the nature of the country proved a greater 
obſtruction to their progreſs, than the ſtrength of the enemy. 
'Thele profound gullies, incloſed by ſteep, and almoſt per- 
pendicular precipices, proved an unſurmountable obſtacle to 
the regular march of the troops, or the conveyance of 
cannon. The enemy had broke up the roads; and five 
miles of ſuch roads, and through ſuch an impracticable 
country, were to be paſſed before Port Royal could be at- 
tacked by land. The commander, therefore, of the forces, 
judged the difficulties on the land- ſide inſurmountable ; the 
naval commander held it impoſſible to put the cannon 
aſhore nearer to the fort. Some jealouſy ſeems to have 
ariſen. 'The reſult of the whole was, that the forces 
were reimbarked on the day of their landing. 

Very little was done at Port Royal; but it was hoped, 
that more would be done at St. Pierre. They accordingly 
ſet fail for that place; but when they had arrived 
before it, and examined the coaſt, new difficul- 19. 
ties aroſe, which produced a new deliberation. 

'They determined that the fort could not be reduced, 
without ſuch detriment to he troops and the ſhipping, 
that they could afterwards make little uſe of their ſucceſs; 
and in this they had probably good reaſon. The conduct 
of the officers afterwards plainly demonſtrated, that no 
mean views had any mfluence on their councils; they 
agreed to abandon their enterprize againſt Martinico. 
But having been foiled in this their firſt attempt, they 

6 reſolved 
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reſolved not to return with the diſgrace of having done 
nothing worthy of the greatneſs of the armament, and the 
expectation of their country. They conſidered, that the 
iſland of Guadaloupe was an object, though not of ſuch an 
eclat, of full as much real conſequence as Martinico ; and 
they knew, that it was neither ſo ſtrong in troops or forti- 
fications. Their firſt failure might lead to an advantage, as 
conſiderable as that which they had miſſed. In purſuance 
of theſe reſolutions, they ſet ſail for Guadaloupe. 

The iſland is called Guadaloupe, from a reſemblance 
which it bears to a chain of mountains of the ſame name 
in Old Spain, To ſpeak with exactneſs, Guadaloupe is 
rather to be conſidered as two iſlands, divided from each 
other by a ſmall arm of the ſea, or ſalt-water river, not 
above three hundred feet over where it is wideſt. One of 
theſe iſlands is called the Grand Terre; the other more 
particularly and by diſtinction, Guadaloupe ; they are to- 
gether in a circle about ninety leagues. 'The firſt is nearly 
_ deſtitute of freſh water, and not perfectly cultivated ; but 
it is otherwiſe with Guadaloupe. No part of the world 
is furniſhed with more or better. No leſs than fift 
rivers, in that ſmall circuit, throw themſelves into the ſea ; 
many navigable by boats, for two, ſome even for three 
leagues into the country. Not to mention the numberleſs 
ſprings which riſe among the rocks, and, after a thouſand 
beautiful meanders, loſe themſclves in the larger ſtreams. 
The firſt accounts which we have of that country, are laviſh 
in the deſcription of its beauties ; and the lateſt agree with 
them, that no part of the Weſt Indies, perhaps of the 
world, aFords more agreeable and romantic ſcenes. Tt is 
full of high mountains ; one of which towers far above the 
reſt, and is a volcano, continually emitting ſmoke and fire. 
From hence they have conſiderable quantities of ſulphur. 
They have alſo hot baths, fit for all the medicinal purpoſcs 
in which ſuch waters are uſed. The land in the valleys 1s 
extremely fertile; it produces the uſual Weſt India com- 
modities, ſugar, indigo, coffee, cotton, and ginger : the 
mountains abound with game: ſo that there is nothing in 
the iſland wanting, for the convenience and delight of life, 
in an air more temperate and ſalubrious than is commonly 
breathed between the topics. 

The French began to plant colonies in this iſland as early 
as the year 1632, But for a long time this, together or” 

Pl 
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all their other colonies, continued in a languithing condi- 
tion. It was 1n the beginning of the preſent century, that 
they Began to emerge. After the peace of Utrecht had 
given France time to breathe, ſhe turned her attention 
ſtrongly to theſe iflands; Guadaloupe partook however leſs 
of this care than Martinico, and yet, by its natural advan- 
tages, it does not fall ſhort of that iſland, neither in the 
quantity, or the goodneſs of its produce; if it does not 
greatly exceed it in both ; as it certainly does in its capacity 
to receive all forts of improvement. The importance of 
this iſland, until its late conqueſt, was very little known in 
England. The reaſon was this. By an old regulation, the 
people of Guadaloupe were forbid to trade directly with 
Europe, but were obliged to ſend all their produce to 
Martinico, from whence they had all their European 
commodities. A ſtrange regulation, to be continued in 
an age ſo enlightened as this, by a nation ſo enlightened 
2s France. 

The Engliſh made attempts upon this iſland in 1691, and 
1703; but they were neither powerful enough, nor con- 
ducted with ſufficient ability to produce any permanent ef- 
tect ; the troops waſted the country, and retired with their 
booty. But on the occaſion, of which we are going to 
ſpeak, they were more able, ſtrong, and fortunate. 

On the 23d of January the fleet came before the town 
of Baſle Terre, the capital of the iſland, a place of conſi- 
derable extent, large trade, and defended by a ſtrong for- 
treſs. This fortreſs, in the opinion of the chief engineer, 
was not to be reduced bi the ſhipping. But Commodore 
Moore, notwithſtanding this opinion, brought four men of 
war to bear upon the citadel ; the reit were diſpoſed againſt 
the town, and the batteries which obſtructed the landing. 
About nine in the morning a fire from all fides began, 
which continued with the utmoſt fury until night, when 
the citadel, and all the batteries, were effectually nlenced. 
During this cannonade the bombs, that were continuaily 
ſhowered upon the town, {et it on fire in ſeveral places, It 
burned without interruption the whole of this and the fol- 
lowing day; when it was almoſt totally reduced to aſhes. 
The loſs was prodigious from the number of warehouſes in 
the town, full of rich, but combuſtible materials. Nothing. 
could be more ſtriking, than the horror of the ſpectacle, 
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from the mutual and unremitted fire of ſo many great ſhips 
and batteries, heightened with a long line of flames, ꝓhich 
extended #long the ſhore, and formed the back ground of 
this terrible picture. 

In this lively engagement, our loſs was very inconſidera- 

ble. The next day the forces landed without 

Jan. 24. oppoſition, and took poſſeſſion of the town and 

| citadel, Notwithſtanding this ſucceſs, the ifland - 

was far from being reduced. The country is rugged and 

mountainous, and abounded with paſles and defiles, of a 

difficult and dangerous nature. The inhabitants had retired 

with their armed negroes into the mountains; and all 

ſeemed prepared to defend their poſſeſſions bravely, and to 
the laſt extremities. 

General Hopſon died on the 27th of February, and Ge- 
neral Barrington ſucceeded him. He embarked part of his 
forces for the Grand Ferre, where Colonel Crump attack- 
ed and reduced the towns of St. Anne, and St. Francois ; 
whilſt this attack diverted the enemy's attention, the Gene- 
ral fell upon the ſtrong poſt of Goſier, and poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf of it ; and thus the Grand 'Terre was in a manner re- 
duced, and diſabled from ſending any relief to the other 

art. 
r There is a conſiderable mountain, not far from the town 
of Baſle Terre, called Dos d' Aſne, or the Aſſe's Back; thi- 
ther a great part of the enemy had retired. It is a poſt of 
great ſtrength, and great importance, as it keeps a watch 
upon the town, and at the ſame time forms the only com- 
munication there is between that town, and the Capes 


Terre, the plaineſt, pleaſanteſt, and moſt fruitful part of 


the whole iſland. It was not judged practicable to break 
into it by this way; and all the reſt of Guadaloupe was in 
the enemy's poſſeſſion. Therefore a plan was formed for 
another operation, by which it was propoſed to ſurprize 
Petit Bourg, Goyave, and St. Mary's, and by that way to 
march into Capes Terre, which might be eaſily reduced. 
But this defign failing, it was neceſſary to attempt thoſe 
places by main force. Col, Clavering and Col Crump. 
landed near Arnonville, and attacked the enemy, ſtrongly 
intrenched at a poſt, ſtrong by nature, called Le Corne. 
This was forced; another intrenchment at Petit Bourg had 
the ſame fate; a third near St. Mary's yielded in the fame 
manner. An opening being at laſt made into the Capes 
'Terre, 
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Terre, the inhabitants ſaw, that the beſt part of the coun- 
try was on the point of being given up to fire and ſword , 
they came in and capitulated ; their poſſeſſions, 

and their civil and religious liberties were granted May 1. 
to them. 

Three ſmall iſlands, near Guadaloupe, Deſeada, 

Santos and Petite Ferre, ſurrendered a few days 19th. 
after, and on the ſame terms. | 

This capitulation was hardly ſigned, when the French 
ſquadron under M. Bompart appeared before the iſland, 
and landed at St. Anne's, in the Grand 'Terre, the Gene- 
ral of the French Caribbees, with ſix hundred regular 
troops, two thouſand buccaneers, and a large quantity of 
arms and ammunition. The capitulation was made at the 
moſt critical time; for had this reinforcement arrived but 
a day ſooner, the whole expedition had probably been 
loſt. 

Thus came into the poſſeſſion of Great Britain, this 
valuable ifland, after a campaign of near three months, in 
which the Engliſh troops hehaved with a firmneſs, cou- 
rage and perſeverance, that ought never to be forgotten. 
Intolerable heat, continual fatigue, the air of an unaccuſ- 
tomed climate, a country full of lofty mountains and ſtee 
precipices, poſts ſtrong by nature and by art, defended by 
men who fought for every thing that was dear to them; 
all theſe difficulties only increaſed the ardour of our forces, 
who thought nothing impoſſible under commanders, who 
were not more diſtinguiſhed tor their intrepidity and ſkill, 
than their zeal for the ſervice of their country, and the 
perfect harmony and good underſtanding that ſubſiſted be- 
tween them. There is nothing perhaps ſo neceſſary to in- 
ſpire confidence into the ſoldier, as to obſerve that the of- 
ficers have a perfect confidence in one another(a ). 


It 


3 


— 


(a) The Hun. Gen. Barrington's Letter to the Right Hon Mr. Secre- 
tary Pitt, particulariſing his proceedings at Guadaloupe, May 
9, 1759 


N my laſt letter of the 6th of March, I had the honour to ac- 
quaint you, that the troops under my command at Guadaloupe, 
(except the garriſon of Fort Royal) were all embarked, roxy 
their 
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It muſt not he omitted, that many of the inhabitant; 
exerted themfelves very gallantly in the defence of thei; 
country. A woman, a conſiderable planter in the iſland, 

partt- 


_ 


their baggage, Cc. without the loſs of a man. The fleet failed 
the next morning for Fort Louis, but from the very great difficul- 
ty of turning to windward, were not able to reach it till the 11th, 
at four in the afternoon, when all the ſhips of war, but only 25 of 
the tranſports, came to an anchor ; the others were either driven 
much to leeward, or prevented by the winds and ſtrong currents 
from weathering the point of Sarntes. 

I went on ſhore at Fort Louis that evening to ſee the Fort, and 
the works carrying on by the detachment that had already been 
tent thither from Baſſeterre. 


On the 12th, I went in a boat to reconnoitre the two coaſts ot 


this Bay, as well the Grand Terre fide, as that of Guadaloupe, to 
find a proper place for making a deſcent ; but Commodore Mace 
having acquainted me in the evening of that day, that he had re- 
ceived certain intelligence of a French ſquadron of ſhips of war, 
conſiſting of nine fail of the line and two frigates, being ſeen to 
the northward of Barhadves, and that it was therefore neceſfary 
for him to quit this place, with all the ſhips of war under his com- 
mand, and go into Prince Rupert's Bay, in the iſland of Dominico, 
as a ſituation more advantageous for the protection of Baſfeterre, 
and this place, as well as the Engliſb iſlands; I thought it adviſe- 
able the next day to call together the General Officers to conſide! 
what, in our preſent ſituation, was beſt to be done, and it was 
determined, notwithſtanding the divided ſtate of the troops by 
the ſeparation of the tranſports, the weak ftate of Fort Louis, 
and the impoſſibility of ſupplying it with water but from the ſhips, 
and the many difficulties which then appeared, that it would be 
moſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, and the honour of his arms, to do 
the utmoſt to keep poſſeſſion of the Fort, and to wait ſome furthe: 
intelligence of the motions of the enemy. 

Commodore Moore failed the next morning for Prince Rupert”. 
Bay, with all the ſhips of war, except the Koebuck of 40 guns, 
which he left, as ſome protection to the tranſports. 

From this time to the 17th, I continued to direct works to be 
made for the ſecurity of the camp, and for the finiſuing, as well 
as ſtrengthening the lines, when, the chief engineer, who was on 
board one of the tranſports that could not before get up, being 
arrived, and having made to ine à report of the weakneſs of the 
Fort, I thought it neceſſary to call a council of war to conſider 
the ſtate thereof ; and it being debated whether the Fort might 

not 
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particularly diſtinguiſhed herſelf ; ſhe was called Madam 
Ducharmey : this amazon put herſelf at the head of her ſer- 


vants and ſlaves, and acquitted herſelf in a manner not in- 
ferior to the braveſt men. 


Soon 


e 


not be made tenable, and kept as a garriſon for his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, on a more circumſcribed plan, though it appeared impoſſi- 
ble to keep it in the preſent extent of out- poſts; it was determin- 
ed, after much conſideration, that from its weakneſs and bad con- 
ſtruction, its being commanded by ſeveral heights very contiguous 
to it, as well as the great difficulty (I may indeed fay the impoſſi- 
bility) of procuring for the preſent, and eſtabliſhing a conſtant 
ſupply of water, and other more neceſſary things for the ſupport 
and defence of a garriſon in this part of the world, not to be tena · 
ble. However, Sir, I was, determined to hold it, until ſome 
future event might convince me what was beſt to be done for his 
Majeſty's ſervice. 

reflected on the ſtate of the army under my command, and of 
the little probability there was of ſucceeding in any attempt of 
reducing the country by the troops I had, without the aſſiſtance 
of the ſhips of war to cover them in landing. But however I de- 
termined to make a deſcent on the coaſt of Grand Terre ; and for 
that purpoſe I ordered Col. Crump, with a detachment conſiſting 
of 600 men, to go in ſome of the tranſports that carried moſt 
guns, and endeavour to land between the towns of St. Anne and 
St. Francois, and deſtroy the batteries and cannon, which was 
happily executed with very little loſs. 

As I imagined by my ſending Col. Crump to attack the towns of 
St. Anne and St. Francois, the enemy would be obliged to detach 
ſome of their troops from the poſt of Gier, I ordered, two days 
after he failed, the only 300 men I had left to be put on board 
tranſports, and lye off that town; and in the morning of the 29th, 
] went to reconnoitre the battery and intrenchments, and per- 
ceiving that the enemy appeared leſs numerous than for ſome time 
before, I made a diſpoſition for forcing them by two different at- 
tacks. This was executed the next morning at ſun-rifing, with 
great ſpirit and reſolution by the troops ; and notwithſtanding the 
tire of the enemy from their intrenchments and battery, both were 
ſoon carried with little loſs, and the enemy drove into the woods. 
The troops immediately deſtroyed the cannon and battery, with 
the town. | 

This being happily effected, I ordered the detachment to force 
its way to Fort Louis ; and, at the ſame time, ſent orders for the 

U garriſon 
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Soon after the reduction of Guadaloupe, the 
land of Marigalante ſurrendered itſelf upon May 26, 

terms ſimilar to thoſe which were granted to the 
former 
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garriſon to make two fallies, one to the right, in order to put the 
enemy between two fires, and the other to attack their lines, as 
knew that which I had juſt made would oblige them to ſend troop: 
to oppoſe our paſſage on that fide. The firſt was made, but tlie 
latter, by fome miſtake, was not executed; which, had it been 
done, we mult have inevitably been in poſſeſſion of their lines. 
The detachment from Geſier forced their paſſage with ſome loſs, 
notwithſtanding a very ſtrong paſs that the enemy were poſſeſſed 
of, and took poſſeſſion of a battery of three 24-pounders, which 
would, the next day, have played upon our camp. 

Governor Deſbriſay, whom I had left at Fort Royal in Baſſeter- 
re, having been killed by the blowing up of ſome cartridges that 
took fire from the wadding of a 24-pounder that was diicharged 
from the upper baſtion of Fort Royal, at a body of the enemy, 
on the 23d of March, I appointed Major Melvill, who command 
ed the detachment of the 38th reyiment from the Leexward Ilan, 
to be governor in his room. Major Trollone, a lieut. of the 630 
tegiment, and two private men, were likewiſe killed by this acci- 
dent; and a capt. another lieut. and 3 men wounded : And the 
parapet of that baſtion levelled with the ground by the explo 
ion. 

At the ſame time that I was acquainted with this accident, | 
was told, that the enemy had erected a bomb-battery, and throw! 
ſeveral ſhells into the fort; and that they had, for ſome tim- 
paſt, been working, as the garriſon ſuſpected, upon another bat. 
tery; 1 therefore ordered Govenor Melwill to cauſe a fortir 
(fally) to be made from the garriſon in order to deſtroy it. Ac- 
e a detachment of 300 men fallied out under the com- 
mand of Capt. B/omer, on the 1ſt of April, and without much 
difficulty forced the enemy's intrenchments, and got into the work, 
which proved to be a battery of one 18-ponnder, and one 12, 
nearly compleated. Our people ſpiked the guns, and returned to 
the garriſon with the loſs of only ſix men killed, and fix wound- 
ed. 

As I thought the fort, by this accident, might want the aſſiſi- 
ance of the chief engineer, I ſent him thither immediately, as wel! 
as the commanding officer of the artillery, that no time might be 
loft in putting it again in a proper ſtate of defence. 

The remaining part of the tranſports, with the troops, being 
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former iſland. This is a ſmall place, but the conqueſt is of 


conſequence, as the French by this are left no footing in the 
Leeward iſlands: Martinico is one of thoſe to the wind- 


ward. 


now arrived ; nine having come on the 23d of March, and the 
others by one or two in a day; as I had long intended, fo ſoon 
as It was in my power to make an attack on the Guadaloupe fide, 
as the enemy had there ſome poſts of infinite conſequence, I form- 
ed, upon the information of lome Negroes, who promiſed to con 
duct the troops in flat-bottom boats by night, a deſign of ſurpriz- 
ing Petit Bourg, Gunyave, and St. Marie's, at the, ſame time. 
The firſt was to be effected by Brig. Crump, who, the moment he 
had made himſelf maſter of it, was to march to bay Mahaut, and 
deſtroy the batteries there, as well as a large magazine of prov ili. 
ons that the enemy had collected from the Dutch, and to hinder 
any more arriving: lhe latter, under Brig Clatering, after he 
had ſurpriſed St. Maries and Cigrame, was to march into the 
Capeſterre, and reduce that fine country. Ihe ſucceſs of this ap- 
peared not only to me, but to the genilemen who were to exe- 
cute it, almoſt infallible : But the night proved fo bad, and the 
Negroe conductors were ſo frightened, that they run ſeveral of 
the boats on the ſhoals, of which that coaſt is tuil ; fo that tho 
Brig. Clavering did land with about 50 men, yet the place Way 
ſo full of mangroves, and ſo deed in mud, that he was obliged tc 
return, but not without the enemy's diſcovering our deſign. 
This obliged me to attempt by force, what could not be efFect- 
ed upon a ſafer plan: But as | then was laid up in a moſt ſevere ti 
of the gout in my feet, head, and ſtomach, I ſent Brigadier: 
Clavering and Crump to reconnoitie the coaſt near Arnarillo ; 
and upon their report, I ordered 1300 regulars, and 159 of the 
Antigua volunteers, to land under the protection oi the Wool 
wich man of war: What happened atterwards, vou will fee by 
the following letter which 1 received 4 Petit Baur From Brig 


Clavering, on the 25th of April. 


At M. Poyen's, Capeſterre, Hudulul ute, Apr. 24, 1550 
on Bah © 


N Thurſday the 12th of, at Jay-break, I landed with 

the troops which vou put under u orders, contitting 0 

130 men, excluſive of the .4nt/pra volunteers, at a Bay not fas 
diſtant from Arnoville, The men made no oppoſition tO On: 
| | U 2 land. 


* : We — 
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ward. 'Theſe beginnings were happy omens of the ſucceſs 
of the more important undertaking, which was to be carried 
on in another part of America. The reputation of our 
arms 


landing, but retired, as our troops advanced, to very ſtrong in- 
trenchments behind the river Le Corn. This poſt was to them of 
the greateſt importance, as it covered the whole country to the bay 
Mabaut, where the proviſions and ſupplies of all ſorts were land- 
ed from St. Euſtatia, and therefore they had very early taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, and had ſpared no pains to ſtrengthen it, though 
the ſituation was ſuch as required very little aſſiſtance from art. 
The river was only acceſſible at two narrow paſſes, on account 
of 2 moraſs covered with mangroves, and thoſe places they had 
occupied with a redoubt and well palliſaded intrenchments, de- 
fended with cannon, and all the militia of that part of the coun- 
try. We could only approach them in a very contracted front, 
which was at leaſt reduced to the breadth of the roads, interſect- 
ed with deep and wide ditches. Our artillery, which conſiſted of 
four field pieces and two hawbitzers, were ordered to keep a con- 
ſtant fire on the top of the intrenchments, to cover the attack 
made by Duroure's regiment and the Highlanders, who, on this 
occaſion, behaved with the greateſt coolneſs and reſolution, keep- 
ing up, as they advanced, a regular platoon firing. This behavi- 
our ſo intimidated the enemy, that they abandoned the firſt in- 
trenchment on the left, into which the Highlanders threw them- 
ſelves, ſword in hand, and purſued the enemy, with part of Du- 
roure's regiment, into the redoubt. 

The enemy ſtill kept their ground at their intrenchments on the 
right, from whence they annoyed our people very much, both 
with muſquetry and cannon ; and though thoſe who had carried 
the firſt intrenchments had got into their rear, yet, till a bridge 
could be made to paſs the river, they could not get round to at- 
tack this poſt. This took us up near half an hour ; but however 
we got up time enough to take near 70 of the enemy priſo- 
ners, as they were endeavouring to make their eſcape, amongſt 
2 were ſome of the moſt conſiderable inhabitants of the 
iſland. 

We found in both the intrenchments ſix pieces of cannon. Our 
loſs was one officer and 13 men killed, and two officers and 52 
men wounded. 

So ſoon as the ditches could be filled up for the paſſage of the 
artillery, we proceeded on our march towards Petit Bourg. A 
conſiderable number of the enemy had lined an intrenchment 


about 
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arms there, except in the reduction of Louiſbourg, had 
hitherto not been very great. But other commanders were 
now appointed, and other maxims prevailed. However, 


WE 


about half a mile on the left of the road, but when they perceived 
we were endeavouring to ſurround them, they abandoned it, 
keeping always about 200 yards in our front, ſetting fire to the 
ſugar-canes, which obliged us more than once to leave the road, 
to avoid any accident to our powder. 

The troops arrived late on the banks of the river Lezard, be- 
hind which, at the only ford, the enemy had thrown up very 
ſtrong intrenchments, protected with four pieces of cannon on the 
hill behind them. 

Having reconnoitred the ſide of the river, and finding it might 
coſt us very dear to force the paſſage at the ford, I therefore kept 
up their attention all the night by firing into their lines, during 
which time I got two Canoes conveyed about a mile and a halt 
down the river, where being launched, we ferryed over, before 
break of day in the morning, a ſufhcient number of men to at- 
tack them in flank, whilſt we ſhould do the fame in front : The 
enemy ſoon perceived their danger, and left their intrenchments 
with the greateſt precipitation. 

Thus we paſſed without the loſs of a man, ſtill purſuing them 
to Petit Bourg, which place they had fortified with lines, and a 
redoubt filled with cannon. 

We found Capt. Uwvedale there, in the Granada bomb, throw- 
ing ſhells into the Fort. The enemy did not remain in it long, 
when they ſaw our intention of occupying the heights round them, 
but left us maſters of that, and the Port, with all the cannon 
round the place. 

We halted here the 14th, to get proviſions for the troops. 

On the 15th, at day break, Brig. Crump was detached with 
700 men to the bay Mahaut, and at the fame time Capt. Szeel 
with 100 to Guoyave, about 7 miles in our front, to deſtroy a 


battery there. The panick of the enemy was ſuch, that they 


only diſcharged their cannon at him, and abandoned a poſt that 
might have been defended againſt an army. He nailed up 7 pie- 
ces of cannon, and returned the fame evening to Petit Bourg. 
Brig. Crump returned likewiſe the next day with his detachment 


from the bay Mahaut, where he found the town and batteries 


abandoned. Theſe he burnt, with an immenſe quantity of provi- 
ſions, that had been landed there by the Dutch, and reduced the 
whole country, as far as Petit Bourg. 


The 
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we poſtpone the narrative of theſe very intereſting events, 
to conſider thoſe which intervened on the continent of Eu- 
rope, in which too we are to ſee our arms no leſs diſtin- 


guiſhed ; 


* 


The heavy rains on the ſucceeding days had fo ſwelled the ri- 
vers, that it was impoſſible for the troops to advance; however, 
this delay gave us an opportunity of ſtrengthening the poſt at Petit 
Bourg. | 

On the 18th in the evening, the Antigua volunteers took poſſeſ- 
ſion again of Guoyave they were ſupported early the next morn- 
ing by a detachment commanded by Lieut. Col. Barlow, who had 
orders to repair the road for the paſſage of the cannon. 

On the 20th, after leaving 250 men to guard Petit Bourg, the 
remaining part of the detachment, with the cannon, moved on to 
Guoyave, in order to proceed afterwards to St. Marie's, where 
we were informed the enemy were collecting their whole force to 
oppoſe us, and had likewiſe thrown up intrenchments, and made 
barricadoes on the road to prevent our approach to it. We were 
not long before we perceived them ; but, at the ſame time, we 
found, as well by our own obſervation, as by the information of 
the guides, that it was not impoſſible to get into their rear by 
roads the enemy thought impracticable, and conſequently had 
guarded with very little care. 

A detachment was immediately formed under Col. Barlow, foi 
this ſervice, and orders were ſent to haſten the march of the ar- 
tillery, which, from the badneſs of the roads, had not been able 
to get up. The firſt ſhot from our cannon, placed very near their 
intrenchment, with the alarm that was given by our detachment 
in the rear, made the enemy very ſoon ſenſible of the dangerous 
ſituation they were in, and indeed their precipitate flight only ſa- 
ved them from being all taken priſoners. 

We puriued them as far as the heights of St. Marie's, where 
we again formed our men, for a freſh attack on the lines and bat- 
teries there. 

Whilſt the barricadoes were levelling for the artillery, we at- 
tempted a ſecond time to paſs the woods and precipices that co- 
vered the flanks of the enemy's lines; but, before we could get up 
our cannon, they perceived our movement, and began to quit their 
lines to oppoſe it, which made us reſolve, without any further 
delay, to attack them immediately in front; and it was accord- 
ingly executed with the greateſt vivacity, notwithſtanding the con- 
ſtant firing of both their cannon and muſquetry. They abandon- 
ed here all their artillery, and went off in ſo much contuſion, that 
they never afterwards appeared before us 


We 
| 
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guiſhed ; and to behold England emerging from the rub- 
biſh of low principles and timid conduct, once more becomes 
the pride and terror of Europe, and acting in a manner 
not unworthy the moſt illuſtrious periods of her hiſtory. 


HAP. 


We took up our quarters at St. Marie's that night, and the next 
day entered the Capeſterre, which is the richeſt and moſt beautiful 
part of this or any other country in the Weſt Indies. Eight 
hundred and ſeventy Aegr:es, belonging to one man only, ſurrend- 
ered this day. 

Here Meff. de Glainvi/liers and Dugueruy, deputed by the 
principal inhabitants of the Iſland, met me to know the terms you 
would grant them; and, as I accompanied them to Petit Bourg 
the next day, and there preſented them to you, it is not neceſfaty 
for me to mention any tranſaction ſince that time. 

cannot, kowever, conclude, without doing juſtice to thoſe, to 
hoſe merit is due the ſucceſs that has attended the King's arms 
on this occaſion ; | mean the fpirit and conſtancy of the troops“ 
To Brig. Crump, without whole concurrciice, I never undertook 
any thing, but chiefly to yourſelf, Sir, who planned the whole en- 
terprize, and who furniſhed me with all theſe means, without 
which, neither bravery or prudence can little avail 


1 hawe the Eonar ts be. &C. 


J. CLAVERING. 


Secretary Pitt, dated, Head Duarter;, in the Capeſterte, Cuy- 


daloupe, May 9, 1759. 


/ 


The Hon. General Bairington's Ie to the Right Ilan. A. 


Have the ſatisſaction to inform you, that by great perſeve— 

rance, and changing entirely the nature of the war, by carry- 
ing it on by detachments, I have at length made myſelf maſter of 
Guadaloupe and Grand Terre. Thiz is a work, Sir, that, I be- 
lieve, the moſt ſanguine (conſideting our total ſeparation from the 
fleet) could not expect to have been performed by fo ſinail a body 
of men. 

I ſhall not in this trouble you with a detail, as I have done my- 
ſelf the honour of ſending it to you in my other letter. I ſhall 
only ſay in general, that the great good conduct and zeal of Bri- 
zadiers C/avering and Crump, and the bravery of the troops, got 
the better of every obſtacle; forced the enemy in all their in- 


trenchments, 
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CHAP. IV. 
Progreſs of the French after the battle of Bergen. Munſler 


and other places taken. Situation of the French, and of 
the allies. Motions of Prince Ferdinand. Battle of Min- 
den. Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick defeats the Duke 
of Briſac. The French paſs the Weſer. L. G. S. reſigns 
the command of the Britiſh forces; Marguis of Granby 
ſucceeds him. The French driven to Marpurg. Siege 
of Munſter. M. d'Etrees arrives at the French camp. 
Projed of France for an invaſion. Havre bombarded. 


Action off Cape Lagos. French fleet defeated. 


L left the army of Prince Ferdinand upon the retreat, 
ever ſince the battle of Bergen. The French ad- 


vanced with great vivacity ; their light troops made incur- 
ſions 


trenchments, and ſtrong paſſes; took 50 pieces of cannon, and 
advanced as far as the Capeſterre, the only remaining unreduced 
part of the country. This at laſt brought the enemy to terms. 
My ſituation was ſuch, that it was abſolutely neceſſary, that what 
was done ſhould not be procraſtinated, as I was determined to 
grant no truce for time enough for the inhabitants to recover from 
their fears. Mr. Moore was abſent, the thing preſſed ; and 
ſome reſolution was to be taken immediately. That, which ! 
took, was according to the beſt of my underſtanding, and, 1 
hope, Sir, you will approve of it. 

I believe, Sir, the infinite conſequence and value of Guada- 
loupe, and Grand Terre, is not perfectly known in England, as 
(if I am rightly informed) there is more ſugar grown here than 
in all the Leeward Iſlands put together; beſides great quantities 
of cotton and coffee. The country, eſpecially the Capeſterre, 
the fineſt I ever ſaw, watered with good rivers every mile or 
two; and a port belonging to it, where all the navy of England 
may ride ſafe from hurricanes. All this can be explained much 
better, than I can by letter, by Brig. Clavering, whole infinite 
zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice, and talents as a ſoldier, I hope will 
recommend him to protection. Such men are rare; and I think 
I may venture to aſſure you, there are few things in our profelli- 
on, that he is not equal to, if it ſhould be thought fit to honour 
him withthe execution of any future commands. 13 

ave 
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ſions almoſt to the gates of Hanover. The Prince ſtill con- 
tinued to retire, but he left garriſons in Lipſtadt, Ritberg- 
Munſter and Minden, in order to retard the enemy's pro— 


greſs: 


I have appointed Col. Crump to the government, who, ſince 
governor Haldane left us, I have made act as Brigadier: His 
merit is very great, both as a ſoldier, and a man of judgment: 
He is of this part of the world; underſtands the trade, cuſtoms 
and genius of the people ; and as he thinks nobly and difintereſt- 
edly, he would not have accepted of the government, but in hopes 
of advancing himſelf in the army by that means. I cannot fay, 
how very uſeful, and how much our ſucceſſes are owing to his 
good conduct, and great zeal. 

As I have now nothing to fear from the land, I am repairing, 
as well as I can, Fort Louis, and fortifying the iſle of Cochon, for 
the greater ſecurity of the harbour. The poor people here are 
in a miſerable condition, but I ſhall do every thing in my power 
to procure them the things they want. 

[ have the honour to ſend you incloſed the capitulation of the 
governor, as well as that of the inhabitants. The latter have be- 
haved, in all their dealings, with great candour ; and it is a 
juſtice I owe them, to acquaint you with it. 

It has not as yet been poſſible for me to go round the iſland to 
ee the different poſts that muſt be occupied, | therefore cannot 
yet determine the exact number of troops that will be neceſſaty to 
be left for their defence. 

The great aſſiſtance I have received from Capt. Lynn, of his 
Majeſty's thip the Roebuck, in the ditterent ſervices I have been 
carrying on for the reduction of theſe iſlands, ought not to be for- 
got by me, as well as his firſt Lieutenant, Mr. Keating; both 
whom [I beg leave to recommend to your favour. 

| find it is impoſlible (from the different parts of the Iſlands 
where they are to be received) for me to procure a return of the 
artillery and ſtores (which have been delivered up, in conſequence 
of the capitulation) to ſend by this opportunity ; but I hope to be 
able to have the honour of ſending it very ſoon. 

cannot help congratulating myſelf, that I had juſt ſigned the 
capitulation with the inhabitants of the Grand Terre, when a meſ- 
lenger arrived in their camp to acquaint them, that M. Beauhar- 
neis, the general of theſe iſlands, had landed at St. Anne's, on 
the windward part of that iſland, with a reinforcement from Mar- 
/inico, of 600 regulars, 2000 buccaneers, and 2000 ſtand of 
pare arms for the inhabitants, with artillery and mortars, under 
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greſs : their principal deſign ſeemed to be to cut off his 
retreat to the Weſer, to which he kept very clole, as he 
knew the infinite conſequence of that communication. How- 
ever, if the enemy failed to compaſs that object, all the 

pre- 


the convoy of M. Bompart's ſquadron. This ſupport, had it ar- 
rived there an hour ſooner, mutt have made the conqueſt of that 
iſland very dithcult, if not impoſſible. As toon as he heard the 
capitulation was ſigned, he teimbarked again. 


Commodore Moore's Letter to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Pitt, 
dated, Cambridge, n Prince Rupert's Bay, Dominique, May 
11, 1759. 

Y the Gr in, which arrived here on the 17th of April, | 

was honoured with your letter, ſignifying his Majeſty's mot! 

gracious approbation of my conduct, and of the behaviour ot 
choſe under my command, which I took the liberty to commu- 
nicate to thoſe gentlemen : And give me leave to ſay, Sir, no- 
thing can contribute ſo much to our happineſs, as being honour- 
ed with, and executing orders to the honour of his Majeſty's 
atins. 

Give me leave, Sir, to congratulate you on the capitulation oi 
the iſland of Guadaloupe and Grand Terre, which Major Gen. 
Barrington ſends to you by this expreſs ; in gaining which. 
great honour is due to the troops. "The ſtrong hold, the enemy 
had, could not be conquered but by great conduct and reſo— 
lution, 

| hope the conqueſt will prove as great an acquiſition as it ap- 
pears to me. 

lt is with great pleaſure, I think 1 may ſay, Sir, that, on this 
expedition, great unanimity has been kept up between the two 
corps, as well in obedience to his Majeſty's commands, as from 
our own inclinations. It has ever been my with to have ſuch har- 
mony ſubſiſt, and I flatter myſelf I have always ſucceeded. 

beg leave to acquaint you, Sir, that, on the 2d inſt. being 

intormed, the French ſquadron, under the command of M. 

Bompart, was to windward of Marigalaute, | put to fea in the 

night, and endeavoured to get up with them; but, after beating 

five days, and having gained very little, two of our part, | that 

J had ſent different ways, to watch the enemy's motions, faw 

them, the Gth inſt. return betwixt the two iſlands into > Fort 

Royal. From the almoſt conſtant lee currents, it being very dit- 

ficult for ſhips to get to windward, it muſt always be in the ene- 

my's choice, whether they will come to a general action or not. 
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precautions of the Prince proved alſo ineffeQtual to retard 
the progreſs of their arms. Ritherg was ſurpriſed, Lipſtadt 
was blockaded, Minden was taken by aſſault, where a gar- 
riſon of 1500 men were made priſoners, and where immenſe 
magazines fell into their hands. D*Armentieres advanced 
againſt Munſter; he attempted to take the place by a coup 
de main. 'Though foiled in his attempt with conſiderable 
loſs, he did not deſiſt; he drew up his cannon from 

Weſel, and after a ſhort ſiege, made himſelf July 25. 
maſter of the city; the garriſon, of 4000 men, 

became his priſoners. Nothing ſeemed able to withſtand 
the rapid torrent with which the French over-ran the whole 
country; they no longer hoped, the conqueſt of Hanover; 
it was with them an abſolute certainty. Flated with the 
fair appearance of their fortune, they kept no bounds. 'The 
French miniſter, the Duke of Belleifle, in his letters to the 
Marſhal Contades, ſpeaks only of the means of ſecuring 
their conqueſt, and preventing another expulſion from Ha- 
nover; and for this end propoſed the moſt cruel and un— 
warrantable expedients. Nor was there leſs dread and de- 
jection viſtble on the ſide of the allies, than pride and con- 
fidence on that of the French. The archives and moſt va- 
luable moveables were ſent off from Hanover to Stade. All 
things ſeemed haſtening to the ſame poſture which drew on 
the famous capitulation of Cloſter Seven. 

In this general gloom that overſpread the fortune of the 
allies, the Prince kept himſelf unmoved and attentive to his 
deſigns. He did not ſuffer himſelt to be diſconcerted by 
blows, which he had probably foreſeen, and the ill conſe- 
quences of which he knew how to prevent. 'The body of 
the French army after the taking of Minden, had poſted 
themſelves near that city, to which the right of their army 
extended; their left was protected by a very ſteep hill; in 
their front was a large morals; and a rivulet covered their 
rear, Nothing could be more advantageous than this ſitua- 
tion; and whillt they continued init, nothing could be en- 
terpriſed againſt them. The army of the allies, after a con- 
tinucd retreat, began at laſt to advance, and fixed their 

A” 2 camp 
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Their ſquadron conſiſts of nine ſail of the line and three fri- 
gates. 


I ſhall, in conjunction with Gen. Barrington, give every aſſiſt- 
ance in my power to any other lervices. 
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camp altogether as advantageouſly at Peterſhagen, a place 
about three leagues from the enemy. 

Things were brought to that paſs, that nothing but 2 
battle could hinder the French from taking winter quarters 
in the electorate, There was no poſſibility of attacking 
them with any hope oi ſuc g eſs in the camp which they then 
occupied, The point was to draw them from that poſt in- 
to the plain; but the movements neceſſary to effect this 
were extremely hazardous to an inferior army, in fight of 
the enemy. The operations of Prince Ferdinand, on this 
occaſion, diſplayed ſo penetrating and uncommon a genius, 
ſuch a guarded boldneſs, ſuch a certainty of the grounds he 
went upon, ſuch a perfect poſſeſſion of himſelf, that per- 
haps there 1s no inſtance in hiſtory of generalſhip ſo com- 
pleat and finiſhed; for which reaſon we ſhall endeavour 
from the beſt lights we have, to draw out at length the 
ſeveral parts that concurred to form this remarkable piece ; 
we could indeed with that the authentick accounts of ſo ve- 
ry memorable an event, had been more clear and explicit ; 
but we muſt content ourſelves with the materials we have. 

On the 29th of July, Prince Ferdinand forſook his camp 
on the Weler, and marched towards Hillen, a village con- 
ſiderably to his right, with the greateſt part of his army: 
However he took care to leave on the brink of that river, a 
body under General Wangenheim ; which extended to the 
town of Thornhauſen, where they were intrenched, and 
lupported by a confiderable artillery. He had the day be- 

fore detached the Hereditary Prince of Brun- 
July 28. ſwick, with 5000 men, to make a compaſs to- 

wards the enemy's left flank, and to poſt himſelf 
in ſuch a manner, as to cut off the communication of their 
convoys from Paderborn. 

The French were not inattentive to theſe movements; 
their Generals immediately held a council of war; and the 
reſult was, chat they gave completely into the ſnare that 
was laid for them. They ſaw, as they imagined, the allied 
army divided and disjointed ; and now the happy moment 
preſented itſelt, for the attack of General Wangenheim, 
who they knew was not Aung; and who ſeemed at a great 
diſtance from the reſt of the army, ſo that it appeared im- 
poſſible that he could be relieved. This body being routed, 
as it eaſily might, it was obvious that they ſhould then be 
able to place themſelyes between Prince Ferdinand's army 
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and the Weſer, and cut off his communication with that 
river; the great object at which they aimed, through the 
whole campaign, and in which was involved the certain de- 
{ſtruction of the allies. 

Full of theſe ideas they left their advantageous poſt, and 
in eight columns paſſed the moraſs in their tront, 
and advanced into the plain. The Duke of Brog- 
lio was to lead the attack, by falling upon that body that 
lay near the river, which ſeemed to preſent him an aſſured 
and eaſy victory. He marched on, therefore, with great 
confidence ; but as ſoon as he had gained an eminence which 
lay along his front, he was ſtruck with the utmoſt ſurpriſe, 
when, inſtead of a few poſts weakly guarded, he beheld the 
whole army of the allies drawn up in excellent order, ex- 
tending from the banks of the Weſer, quite to the morals, 
in the front of the late French camp. This was a ſtroke en- 
tirely unexpected: they believed the Prince to have been at 
Hillen ; but he had marched up, and the whole army was 
joined in the night. This diſcovery for a while put a ſtop 
to the motions of the French ; they were hemmed in be- 
tween the allies, the moraſs and the river. Their ſituation 
was diſagreeable, but it was now impoſſible to recede. 

The allies, finding the French ſlower than they expect— 
ed, began to advance, and threatened the enemy's centre. 
This was compoſed almoſt wholly of horfe ; but it was the 
flower of their cavalry, who anticipated the ſhock of the 
allies, and began the engagement. The brunt of the battle 
was almoſt wholly ſuſtained by the Engliſh infantry, and 
ſome corps of Hanoverians, which ſtood the re-iterated 
charges of ſo many bodies of horſe, the ſtrength and glor 
of the French armies, with a reſolution, ſteadineſs, and 
expertneſs in their manœuvre, which was never exceeded, 
perhaps never equalled. 'They cut to.pieces or entirely 
routed theſe bodies. Two brigades of foot attempted to 
ſupport them, but they vaniſhed before the Engliſh infantry. 
Waldegrave's and Kingſley's regiments diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves in a particular manner this day ; nor were their com- 
manders leſs diſtinguiſhed. 'The enemy's horſe, which 
compoled their centre, being entirely diſcomfited, and their 
right, which attacked Wangenheim, having made no ſort 
ot impreſſion, they thought of nothing but a retreat. 

At this point of time the Prince ſent orders to Ld. George 
Sackville, who commanded the whole Britiſh, and ſeveral 

brigades 
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brigades of the German cavalry, to advance. That caval- 
ry tormed the right wing of the allies, extended to the mo- 
rats, and if it could have charged at the inſtance of the ene- 
my 's retreat, ſuch a ſhock at that time, and in that ſitua- 
tion, would in all probability have left the French without 
an army in Germany. But the orders were not ſufficiently 
prec ſe, or they were not ſufficiently underſtood by the En- 
gliſh commander; ſo that there was ſome delay in waiting 
tor an explapation. 'The critical minute paſſed away; the 
Britiſh cavalry loſt their ſhare in the glory of the action; and 
the French retreated in ſome order, favoured by the ſpiri— 
ted and well-judged efforts of the Duke of Broglio, and 
the advantages which the poſſeſſion of Minden gave 
them. 

What is remarkable, the French attributed their misfor- 
tune in this battle to the fame error in their diſpoſition, 
which loſt them the battle of Blenheim ; that of compo- 
ſing their centre almoſt wholly of cavalry, without any pro- 
per ſupport of foot. 

The battle was over; but then it was that the effects of 


Prince Ferdinand's admirable diſpoſitions appeared in their 


full luſtre. The French not having been moleſted by the 
Britiſh cavalry in their retreat, had an opportunity of regain 
ing their former advantageous poſt. They had, indeed, 
lo the honour of the day, and miſſed the ſtroke which they 
had meditated. They had likewiſe loſt a great number 91 
men. But all theſe loſfes and diſgraces might be repaired, 
and there ſeemed nothing deciſive in the day of Minden. 
It had certainly happec ned, as it then appeared, if the 
Prince who foreſceing this, and neglecting nothing which 
could be provided, had not fortmed the plan of detaching 
away the Hereditary Prince in the manner already related. 
At fve in the morning of that day, this young hero attacked 
a large body of the I *rench under the Duke de Briſac; ; this 
body, though poſted in a moſt advantageous manner, he 
entirely deſcated, and obliged them to take refuge in Min- 
den. The news oi this blow came with an ill omen to M. 
de Contades, in the inſtant when the Engliſh infantry began 
to engage his centre. The enemy himſelf could not help 
admiring the dexterity of the ſtroke under which he ſunk : 
and full of aftoniſhment at a conduct at once fo daring and 
judicious, paid the juit applaute to a General, who could 
detach with ſecurity to large a body from his army, when 
he 
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he was going to attack an enemy already much ſuperior to 
him in numbers. 

This happy ſtroke decided the affair, all the paſſes thro? 
which the French could draw ſuccour or proviſion, were 
ſeized. 'They relinquiſhed their ſtrong poſt; they fled 
through Minden, and paſſing the Weſer, retreated to the 
eaſtward of that river ; thus loſing all the advantages which 
they had made in the campaign, and forced to retreat thro? 
a country different trom that through which they had ad- 
vanced, and in which they had taken no meaſures to pro- 
cure ſubſiſtence. 

The loſs of the French in this action amounted to about 
ſeven thouſand men killed, wounded and priſoners; among 
whom were many officers of confuderable rank. The lots 
of the allies was not more than two thouſand. The Eng- 
liſh, as they gained the greateſt glory, ſo they were the 
greateſt ſufferers. Twelve hundred of the killed and wound- 
ed were of that nation. The Prince on the day after the 
battle paid the due honours to theſe illuſtrious corps, as well 
as to ſeveral of the Hanoverians who had behaved in the 
{ame gallant manner. He did juſtice to the merit of the 
officers ; he diſtinguiſhed their names; and even particula- 
riſed fo low as captains. To ſome in the moſt obliging man- 
ner he ſent conſiderable preſents ; and he omitted nothing 
to ſhew that he knew what it is to be well ſerved, and how 
ro encourage the troops and officers to do their duty with 
{pirit and chearfulneſs. 

Although the Engliſh had the greateſt ſhare in the ho- 
nour of this ſignal day, and that the Prince acknowledged 
their merit in the ſtrongeſt terms/a), yet a cloud was call 


Over 


(a) Prince Ferdinand's Orders the Day after the Battle of 
Minden. 


IS Serene Highneſs orders his greateſt thanks to be given to 

the whole army for their bravery and good behaviour ve1- 
terday, particularly to the Britiſh infantry, and two batcalions of 
Hanoverian guards; to all the cavalry of the left wing, and to 
Gen. Hangenheim's corps, particularly the regiment of Holſtein, 
the Ileſſan cavalry, the Haneverian regiment du Corps and Ila- 
mer/tin's ; the ſame to all the brigades of heavy artillery. His 
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over their triumph. There were ſome expreſſions in the 
orders for the rejoicing, which were ſuppoſed to convey a 
very ſevere reflection on Lord G. S. commander in chief 

of 


3 


Serene Highneſs declares publickly, that next to God he attri- 
butes the glory of the day to the intrepidity and extraordinary 
good behaviour of theſe troops, which he aſſures them he ſhall 
retain the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of as long as he lives; and if ever upon 
any occaſion he ſhall be able to ſerve theſe brave troops, or any of 
them in particular, it will give him the utmoſt pleaſure. His 
Serene Highneſs orders his particular thanks to be likewiſe given 
to Gen. Sporcken, the Duke of Holftein, Lieutenant Generals 
Imhof and Urff. His Serene Highneſs is extremely obliged to 
the Count de Buckeburg, for his extraordinary care and trouble in 
the management of the artillery, which was ſerved with great 
effect ; likewile to the commanding officers of the ſeveral brigades 
of artillery, vis. Col. Browne, Lieut. Col. Hutte, Major Haſſe, 
and the three Engliſh Captains, Phillips, Drummond, and Foy. 
His Serene Highneſs thinks himſelf infinitely obliged to Major 
Generals W/aldegrave and Kingſley, for their great courage and 
good order, in which they conducted their brigades. His Serene 
Highneſs further orders it to be declared to Lieut. Gen. the Mar- 
quits of Granby, that he is perſuaded, that if he had had the 
good fortune to have had him at the head of the cavalry of the 
right wing, his preſence would have greatly contributed to make 
the deciſion of that day more complete and more brilliant. In 
ſhort, his Serene Highneſs orders, that thoſe of his Suite whoſe 
behaviour he moſt admired be named, as the Duke of Richmond, 
Col. Fitzroy, Capt. Ligonier, Col. Watſon, Capt. Wilſon, aid de 
camp to Major-Gen. Waldegrawve, Adjutant Generals Er/t;f, 
Bulow, Durendolle, the Count Tobe and Malerti ; his Serene 
Highneſs having much reaſon to be ſatisſied with their conduct. 
And his Serene Highneſs defires and orders the generals of the 
army, that upon all occaſions when orders are brought to them 


by his aid de camps, that they be obeyed punctually, and without 
delay. 


Prince Ferdinand, in the urders of the 2d of Auguſt, having omit- 
ted Captain Macbean, ſent the following, wrote in his own 
hand. 


8-1.R. 
„II is from a ſenſe of your merit, and a regard to jultice, 
that I do in this manner declare I have reaſon to be infinite- 
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of the Engliſh forces. The Prince required with an em- 
phaſis, which ſeemed particularly pointed, that his orders 
by his aids de camps for the future ſhould be more exaQl 
obeyed. In a manner till leſs to be miſunderſtood, he 
expreſſed his concern that the Marquis of Granby had not 
had the command of the Britiſh cavalry. Had he com- 
manded, his highneſs made no doubt that the ſucceſs of the 
day had been much more compleat and brilliant. The ſe- 
vere inſinuation concerning the diſobedience to orders, and 
the invidious compliment to a ſubordinate officer, were 
clear declarations. 

'The news of a victory ſo glorious to our troops, and of a 
cenſure ſo diſgraceful to their commander, came at once to 
England. In proportion to the joy which filled all hearts, 
in proportion to their opinion of the great general to whom 
they owed ſo ſeaſonable an advantage, was their indignati- 
on againſt the unfortunate commander to whom it was at- 
tributed that this advantage was not greater. The public, 
as uſual, judged definitively upon the firſt charge. They 
never pardon a general whoſe error it is to fall ſhort. In 
vain they are prayed to ſuſpend their judgment, and to wait 
for a full diſcuſſion; the matter is already decided ; they 
have a fact againſt an officer, and ney look upon all rea- 
ſoning in his favour, not ſo much a defence of his conduct, 
as the exertion of eloquence and artifice to palliate a negled 


of 


ily ſatisfied with your behaviour, activity, and zeal, which in fo 
conſpicuous a manner you made appear at the battle of Tonhau- 
ſen on the firſt of Auguſt. The talents you poſſeſs in your pro- 
feſſion did not a little contribute to render our fire ſuperior to that 
of the enemy ; and itis to you and your brigade that I am indebt- 
ed for having ſilenced the fire of a battery of the enemy, which 
extremely galled the troops, and particularly the Britiſb infantry. 
Accept then, fir, from me, the juſt tribute of my moſt perfect 
acknowledgments, accompanied with my fincere thanks. I ſhall 
be happy in every opportunity of obliging you, deſiring only oc- 
caſions of proving it; being with the moſt diſtinguiſhed eſteem, 


Your devoted and 


entirely affectianate ſervant, 


Y FERDINAND 
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of duty. This indeed makes the caſe of officers particular- 
> hack but then it always ſhews them what they have to 
0 


The merits of the matter are ſtill regarded in the ſame 
light by the public. But the heat, the eagerneſs, and cu- 
rioſity of the firſt movements being over, the matter will 
be heard, whenever it comes to be again diſcuſſed with leſs 
attention, but with leſs paſſion too. It is not for us to deli- 
ver any opinion in ſo nice a controverſy. We have in points 
of leſs moment hitherto declined it; and we ſhall always de- 
cline it until the proper judges before whom it probably will 
come, ſhall have taught us what to think. There is in- 
deed no doubt that if the cavalry of the allies right wing, 
ſituated as it was, had been brought to act at the critical 
time when it had orders to move, the battle of Minden had 
proved as deciſive as that of Hocſtet. But whether it was 
a fault in the giving or the delivering of the orders, or whe- 
ther it was ſome miſapprehenſion in him who received 
them, we cannot but ſincerely pity a commander of ſuch 
admirable talents, who by the error or the misfortune of a 
moment, loſt an opportunity that would have ranked him 
for ever with the Marlboroughs and the Brunſwicks. 

A few days after the battle his lordſhip reſigned his com- 
mand and returned to London. He was but a few days in 
London when he was deprived of all his military employ- 
ments. 'The Marquis of Granby, whom the opinion of 
Prince Ferdinand, and the deſires of the whole army had 
pointed out, ſucceeded him in his command. A generous 
and ardent courage, an affability of manners that flowed 
from no artifice, a manly freedom and openneſs of ſoul, a 
chearful and unreſerved converſation, a munificence that 
knew no bounds, ſo many qualities of the man and of the 
ſoldier, endeared him to the whole army, and rendered En- 
gliſh and foreigners, his inferiors, his equals and his ſuperi- 
or in command, unanimous in his favour. 


Whilſt theſe changes were making, Prince Ferdinand 
loſt no time to improve his victory, by the purſuit of the 


French, who retired in the utmoſt diſtreſs. 'The allies were 


not indeed able to overtake the main body of their army, 


but they haraſſed them extremely, and the French were 


obliged to ſacrifice a great part of their army piece-meal to | 
preſerve the reſt entire. The neceſſity of providing ſubſiſ- 
tence drove them towards Caſſel. The Prince purſued | 

them, . 
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them, obliged them to evacuate that place, and once more 
freed that poor diſtreſſed country from the French tyranny. 
The caſtle of Ziegenhayn, after an hour's defence, gave 
the allies about 400 priſoners. After this the He- 

reditary Prince of Brunſwick, equally conſpicu- Aug. 23. 
ous in the greater and the leſſer operations of war, 

made a private march at night in order to ſur- 27. 
priſe a corps of French irregulars, commanded 

by the famous partizan Fiſcher, which were poſted at 
Wetter, where it was convenient for the allies to encamp. 
This corps he entirely routed, killing a great number and 
taking 400. The French threw a garriſon into Marpurg. 
in hopes of putting ſome ſtop to the rapid career of the allies. 
In effect this did prove an obſtacle for ſome days, but at 
length the caſtle ſurrendered, and the garriſon, 
conſiſting of between 8 and goo men, became Sept. II. 
priſoners of war. 

Here a bound was ſet to the progreſs of the allied arms. 
Not that they were ſtopped by any conſiderable obſtruction 
from the main body of the French in that quarter, but from 
ſome effects in another quarter of the unſucceſsful begin- 
ning of the campaign, from which the battle of Minden 
had not yet perfe&ly diſengaged them. Munſter was ſtill 
behind them, and ſtill in the hands of the enemy, who had 
a powerful garriſon in that city. M. de Contades, who 
even after his defeat exceeded the allies in numbers, and 
had now no further view of an offenſive campaign, ſent a 
ſtrong body under d*Armentieres, which was reinforced by 
ſome troops from the Lower Rhine, to near 15,000 men, 
to cover that place. Prince Ferdinand had before detach- 
ed General Imhoff from Caſſel in order to reduce it. On 
the approach of d*Armentieres, Imhoff was obliged to raiſe 
the ſiege. But being ſoon after reinforced, the 
French commander retired in his turn towards Sept. 6. 
Weſel, the poſſeſſion of which place had all along 
proved of infinite importance to the French in all their ope- 
rations. The ſiege of Munſter was again reſumed, but 
the buſineſs threatened to be difficult and tedious. This 
however was the only rub which the allies encountered. In 
all other reſpects they were perfectly fortunate. They had 
driven their enemy two hundred miles before them, and at 
the end of the campaign, after all their efforts, and all their 
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ſanguine hopes of conqueſt, ſet them down juſt where they 
had begun it. 

The event of the battle of Minden, and the ſubſequent 
misfortunes of the French arms, threw Verſailles into the 
utmoſt confuſion. The news of that defeat arrived juſt as 
the King was taking horſe to hunt. He retired ſilent and 
dejected into the apartment of Madam de Pompadour, and 
for ſome time ſaw none of his miniſters. The Duke of 


Broglio and M. de Contades mutually accuſed each other, 


for the ill conduct of that day. The public acquitted Bro- 
glio. Belleiſle and his General Contades loſt all reputati- 
on: but the duke ſtill preſerved his employment and a con- 
ſiderable part of his influence at court. 

As ſoon as the firſt confuſion and ſurpriſe of ſo unexpect- 
ed an event was a little abated; it was reſolved to ſend re- 
inforcements to their army in Germany, and at the ſame 
time to ſend thither ſome officer of experience and authori- 
ty, who might judge, and compoſe, if poſſible, the differ- 
ences which ſubſiſted between the commanders ; as well as 
to aſſiſt in the deliberations for retrieving their affairs. Pub- 
lic misfortunes call great men from their obſcurity. M. de 
Etrees was choſen on this occaſion, and inveſted with an au- 

thority which he unwillingly accepted. When he 

Sept. 25. arrived at the French camp, he could not avoid 
a4 ſigh on viewing of the ruins of that army, which 
had triumphed under his command at Haſtenbeck. Howe- 
ver, his behaviour to M. de Contades was polite and gene- 
rous. The old Mareſchal told him that he was not come 
to take his command, but to ſerve under him ; and whilſt 
8 aſſiſted him with his advice, he would receive his or- 
ers. 
Whilſt the French endeavoured to piece up their broken 
fortune in Germany, they made ſome ſhow of puſhing the 
other part of their ſcheme with vigour. All their ports 
were full of the preparations for an invaſion of the Britiſh 
dominions. Men of war, tranſports and flat-bottomed boats, 
now almoſt a word of ridicule, were prepared with great di- 
ligence. They talked of a triple embarkation. M. 'Thu- 
rot was to command a ſmall ſquadron and ſeveral tranſports 
from Dunkirk, which it was believed -were intended for 
Scotland. This man from a maſter of a merchant ſhip be- 
came a captain of a privateer, in which capacity he greatly 
annoyed the Engliſh trade, and acquired a reputation. At 
a time 
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a time when France does not abound with great men, his 
ſervices in this way and his daring ſpirit, recommended him 
to a command in the King's ſervice. 

The deſign againſt England, as the voyage hither is the 
ſhorteſt, was to be attempted from Havre, and ſome other 
ports of Normandy, in- flat-bottomed boats. The third 
embarkation, which was ſuppoſed againſt Ireland, was to 
be made from Vannes in the Lower Brittany, where a 
large body of troops was aſſembled, commanded by the 
Duke d*Aiguillon governor of that province. This embar- 
kation was to be covered by the fleet under M. de Conflans, 
which was preparing with great diligence in Breſt. Had 
this deſign been ſuch as it was repreſented, and had it been 
put into execution, there is no doubt but ſuch an attempt 
upon both kingdoms, at three different places at once, muſt 
have thrown the whole into no ſmall confuſion. But excel- 
lent meaſures were taken on the part of England to fruſ- 
trate their deſigns, whatever they might have been. 

A ſquadron under Commodore Boys was ſtationed before 
Dunkirk. Admiral Rodney was ſent to bombard Havre, 
which ſervice he performed with ſucceſs. Admiral Hawke 
blocked up the harbour of Breſt with a ſtrong ſquadron, 
whilſt a leſſer kept a watch upon that of Vannes. Theſe 
precautions were continued the whole ſummer, during which 
time the French proceeded rather ſlowly, but after the 
battle of Minden had deſtroyed their hopes in Germany, 
they turned to this object with the greater attention. What 
iſſue it had we fhall relate in its proper place. But their 
firſt attempts on the ocean proved as unfucceſsful as their 
arms on land. 

A great flect was equipped at Toulon, which ſome deſti- 
ned for America, whilſt others believed it was deſigned to 
unite itſelf with that of Breſt to favour the invaſion. Ad- 
miral Boſcawen who commanded in the Mediterranean, 
blocked up this ſquadron, until ſome unfavourable weather 
and the foulnets of his ſhips obliged him to return to Gib- 
raltar to refit. The French took this opportuni- 
ty to ſail out, and they proceeded with great dili- Aug. 14. 
gence to the ſtreights. 

They had arrived very near Gibraltar before the Admiral 
had notice of their approach ; but notwithſtanding that our 
ſhips were not perfectly prepared to ſail, the admiral uſed 
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ſuch great expedition that in two hours after the account ar- 
rived the Engliſh fleet was out at ſea. 

The Engliſh fleet was compoſed of fourteen ſhips of the 
line beſides frigates. The enemy had twelve of the line. 
They were ſuperior in the bulk of their ſhips and in the 
number of men, if they were inferior in the number of veſ- 
ſels; and it is the opinion of many perſons of judgment, 
that if they had formed a line of battle, and fought Mr. 
Boſcawen in order, they might very well have hoped for a 
better iſſue of this matter than they found. But the evil 
genius of France operating on the cowardice or incapacity 
ot their commander, induced them to ſeparate their fleet 
and fly. The Engliſh ſhips were newly refitted ; they pro- 
ved better ſailors; and the men, animated with the ſpirit- 
cd example of their admiral, engaged the French ſhips as 
they could overtake them; and they overtook ſome of them 
oft Cape Lagos in Portugal. A briſk engagement enſu- 
ed. 'I'wo of the enemy's ſhips, the Ocean and the Re- 
doubtable, were run on ſhore and burned. The firſt was 
the ſhip of M. dela Clue, the French admiral, who eſca- 
ped to land; but being grievouſly wounded, and, as it is 
ſaid, having loſt both his legs, he died ſoon after. Two 
other capital ſhips, the Centaure and Modeſte, were 
taken. 

The ſcattered remains of their fleet with difficulty got 
into the harbour of Cadiz, where they were ſoon after 
blocked up, and where they ſtill remain. This action hap- 
pened on the 18th of Auguſt ; and it gave a great eclat to 
the Britiſh arms, which, in the ſame month, had triumph- 
cd fo fignaily both by ſea and land). 
| CHAP. 


Admiral Buſcawen's Letter to Mr. Clewland, Secretary to 
the Admiralty, dated, Namure, off Cape St. Vincent, Auguſt 


20, 1759. 
T Acquainted you in my laſt of my return to Gibraltar to re- 
fit. As ſoon as the ſhips were near ready, I ordered the 
Lyme and Gibraltar frigates, the firſt to cruize off Malaga, and 
the laſt from Eftepona to Ceuta Point, to look out, and give me 
timely notice of the enemy's approach. 

On the 17th, at eight in the evening, the Gibraltar made the 
ſignal 
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CHAP. v. 


Count Dobna diſgraced. Wedel ſucceeds him. The Ruſſi- 
ans enter Sileſia. Battle of Zulichau. Ruſſians take 
Frankfort on the Oder. Gen. Laudobn joins them. King 
of Pruſſia joins Wedel. Battle of Cunnerſdorf. King of 
Pruſſia repaſſes the Oder. Soltikoff and Daun communi- 
cate. King of Pruſſia detaches General Wunſch into 
Saxony. Parallel of the King of Pruſſia and Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunſwick. 


S the King of Pruſſia's victory at Roſbach had given 
the Hanoverians an opportunity to free their coun- 
try, it might be expected that the affair at Minden would 


have 


1 


— 


ſignal of their appearance; 14 fail on the Barbary ſhore to the 
eaſtward of Ceuta. 

I got under fail as faſt as poſſible, and was out of the bay be- 
fore ten, with 14 fail of the line, the Shannon and Mtna fireſhip. 
At day light I ſaw the Gibraltar, and ſoon after ſeven fail of 
large ſhips lying to; but on our not anſwering their ſignals, 
they made fail from us. We had a freſh gale, and came up with 
them faſt, till about noon, when it fell little wind. About half 
an hour paſt two, ſome of the headmoſt ſhips began to engage; 
but I could not get up to the Ocean till near four. In about half 
an hour, the Namur's mizen maſt and both top-ſail yatds were 
ſhot away : the enemy then made all the fail they could. I ſhift- 
ed my flag to the Newark, and foon after the Centaur of 74 

uns ſtruck. I purſued all night, and in the morning of the 19th, 
| only four ſail of the line ſtanding in for the land, (two of the 
beſt ſailors having altered their courſe in the night). We were 
not above three miles from them, and not above five leagues from 
the ſhore, but very little wind. About nine the Ocean ran amongſt 
the breakers, and the three others anchored. I ſent the Intrepid 
and America to deſtroy the Ocean. Capt. Pratten having an- 
chored, could not get in; but Capt. Kirk performed that ſer- 
vice alone. On his firſt firing at the Ocean ſhe ſtruck. Capt. 
Kirk ſent his officers on board. M. de la Clue having one leg 
broke, and the other wounded, had been landed about half an 
hour; but they found the Capt. M. Le Comte de Carne, and ſe- 
yeral officers and men on board. Capt. Kirk, after taking them 


out, finding it impoſſible to bring the ſhip off, ſet her on fire. 


Capt. 
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have ſerved to free his Pruſſian majeſty from ſome of the 
numerous armies that oppreſſed him. But as this battle 
was fought in the middle of the ſeaſon for action, and as 
Munſter ſtill continued in the poſſeſſion of the French, 


| 
| Prince Ferdinand could not venture at that time, to make 
| any detachment from his army in the King's favour, with- I 
out riſquing all the advantages which he had obtained from r 
his victory. The King of Pruſſia was therefore left alone 0 
to ſtruggle with the Auſtrians, Ruſſians, Imperialiſts, and | p 
| Swedes. ir 
l The Ruſſians, whoſe motions governed thoſe of all the tc 
| other armies, left their camp at Poſna in Poland, and quit- de 
| ting the Viſtula, drew near to the banks of the Oder. 'They lir 
were pl; 
| 225 inf 
Capt. Bentley, of the Warſpight, was ordered againſt the Teme- Tl 
| raire of 74 guns; and brought her off with little damage, the pe! 
| officers and men all on board. At the ſame time Vice-Admiral req 

| Broderick with his diviſion burnt the Redoubtable, her officers and nio 

| men having quitted her, being bulged ; and brought the Modefle, gre 

| fo 64 guns, off very little damaged. jun, 

| I have the pleaſure to acquaint their lordſhips, that moſt of his whi 

| majeſty's ſhips under my command failed better than thoſe of the F 

enemy. 

Incloſed I ſend you a liſt of the French fquadron, found on rece 

board the Modeſte. | reſo 

Herewith you will alſo receive the number of the killed and The 

wounded on board his majeſty's ſhips, referring their lordſhips for cour 
| turther particulars to Capt. Buckle. ſian 

| The 

| Lift of the French Squadron under the command of M. de la Clue. ed uf 

| | near 

| Ships. Guns. | Ships. Guns. and t 

| IL. Ocean 8o burnt. Le Lion 64 num) 

| Le Redoutable 74 burnt. Le Triton A Ro 

| Le Centaure 74 taken. Le Fier 5 _ 1 

| Le Souverain 74 eſcaped. L' Oriflamme 50 ; = fo * h — 

Le Guerrier 74 eſcaped. La Chimere 26 <a Wig that | 

Le Temeraire 74 taken. | La Minerve 24 8 with 

Le Fantaſque 64 loſt comp. La Gracieuſe 24. But t! 

Le Modeſte 64 taken. ! advant 

diſtreſ 

In this engagement the Engliſh had 36 men killed, and 1 Priſon, 

wounded. | ſnow, 
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were under the command of a Ruſſian nobleman, Count 
Soltikoff. Count Dohna, who had been ordered to oppoſe 
them, ſaw that their numbers were too conſiderable, and 
their poſts too ſtrong to be attacked with any proſpect of 
advantage, ſo that he contented himſelf with obſerving their 
motions, and haraſſing their march. This conduct ſeemed 
more dilatory and timid than the circumſtances, or the in- 
clinations of the King could bear. He is ſaid to have re- 
proached that General in ſo ſevere a manner, for a conduct 
in which he was in all probability very juſtifiable, that he 
took the firſt opportunity to reſign his command, and, un- 
der the pretence of recovering his health, retired to Ber- 
lin. The King immediately put General Wedel into his 
place, with poſitive orders to engage the Ruſſian army at 
all events. To enable him to obey his commands, he re- 
inforced him with ſeveral detachments from his own army. 
The poſitiveneſs of the King's orders on this occaſion may 
perhaps be cenſured ; but it muſt be owned, that the time 
required a courſe next to deſperate. His hereditary domi- 
nions were in the utmoſt danger, and nothing but ſome 
great and fortunate ſtroke could effectually prevent the 
junction of the Auſtrian and Ruſſians armies, an event 
which, of all others, he had the greateſt reaſon to dread. 
Fortified in ſome meaſure by the reinforcements he had 
received, and in conſequence of his orders, Gen. Wedel 
reſolved to attack the Ruſſians on their march. 
They had got to Zulichau and directed their July 23. 
courſe to Croſſen in Sileſia, to get before the Pruſ- 
ſian army, and to make good the paſſage of the Oder. 
The ſituation of the Ruſſians was very advantageous; poſt- 
ed upon eminences, defended by a powerful artillery, and 
near 70,000 ſtrong. The Pruſſian army fell ſhort of 30, ooo; 
and they had greater diſadvantages than their inferiority of 
number to get over. They had a bridge to paſs, and ſuch 
a narrow defile to ſtruggle through, that ſcarce a third of a 
battalion could march in front. The ground was ſuch, 
that the cavalry could not ſupport their infantry. Yet 
with all theſe difficulties the attack was long and reſolute. 
But this reſolution made their repulſe, which all theſe diſ- 
advantages had rendered inevitable, far more bloody and 
diſtreſsful. Four thouſand ſeven hundred were killed or 
priſoners: the wounded came to 3000. General Wober- 
ſnow, an officer of great ability, was killed, and General 


Manteuffel 
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Manteuffel was wounded. The Pruſſians were obliged to 
retire, but they were not purſued, and they paſſed the 
Oder without moleſtation. The Ruſſians ſeized upon the 
towns of Croſſen and Frankfort on the Oder. 

The King of Pruſſia, ſince the beginning of the war, 
had never hitherto obtained an advantage where he was 
not perſonally preſent. His preſence now became more ne- 
ceſſary than ever. Since the action at Zulichau, the Ruſh- 
ans had penetrated a conſiderable way into his territories, 
and had taken poſſeſſion of the important city of Frankfort 
upon the Oder. He therefore marched with 10,000 of his 
beſt troops, to join the broken army of Wedel, in order 


to drive this formidable and determined enemy from his 


country. Prince Henry commanded the remainder of his 
army, which was too well poſted to fear any inſult during 
his ablence. "The eyes of all were fixed upon his march, 
and his ſoldiers, who remembered Zorndorf, eagerly long- 
ed to try their ſtrength once more with the ſame anta- 
goniſts. 

M. Daun was not unappriſed of the motions of the Ruſſ- 
ans, or the deſigns of the King of Pruſſia, He knew that 
the great fault of the Ruſſian troops, was the want of a re- 
gular and firm cavalry, which might be depended upon in 
a day of action. This defect was a principal cauſe of their 
misfortune at Zorndorf in the laſt year; a misfortune which 
diſconcerted all the operations of that campaign. As this 
was the only want which the Ruſſians were under, ſo it was 
that which Daun was beſt able to ſupply ata ſhort warning. 
With this view he ſelected about 12,000 of his horſe, and 
there 1s no better horſe than that of the Auſtrians, which 
with about 8000 foot, he placed under the command of 
Gen. Laudohn, one of the ableſt officers in that ſervice. 
'This body was divided into two columns, one of which 
marched through Sileſia, and the other through Luſatia. 
By extreme good fortune and conduct, with little loſs or 
oppoſition, they both joined the Ruſſian army, and were 
received with tranſports of joy. 

In the mean time the King of Pruſſia, who was unable to 

prevent this ſtroke, joined General Wedel at 

Aug. 4. Muhlroſe, and took upon him the command of 
the united armies. But ſtill finding himſelf too 

weak for the deciſive action he was preparing to attempt, 
he recalled General Finck, whom he had ſent ſome time 
before 
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before into Saxony with nine thouſand men, in order to op- 
poſe the Imperialiſts in that country. With theſe reinforce- 
ments he was not able to raiſe his army to fifty thouſand 
compleat. That of the Ruſſians ſince the junction of Lau- 
dohn, was upwards of ninety thouſand. They had beſides, 
taken a poſt, which they had ſo ſtrongly entrenched, and 
defended with ſuch a prodigious number of cannon, that it 
was extremely difficult and hazardous to attempt them, 
= under theſe accumulated diſadvantages, it was abſolute- 
y neceſſary that he ſhould fight. The detachments from 
Count Daun's army already menaced Berlin; Saxony, 
which he was obliged to leave expoſed, had become a prey 
to the Imperialiſts ; and the Ruſſians united with the Au- 
ſtrians, encamped before his eyes in Sileſia, the beſt and 
richeſt part of his dominions. In ſhort, his former repu- 
tation, his preſcnt difficulties, his future hopes, every mo- 
tive of honour and of ſafety demanded an engagement; the 
campaign haſted to a deciſion, and it was evident that no- 
thing farther could be done by marches and choice of poſts. 
The ſanguine temper of other generals has often obliged 
them to fight under diſadvantages ; but the King of Pruſha's 
circumſtances were ſuch, that from the multitude of his e- 
nemies, he was neither able to conſult times nor ſituations. 
Raſhneſs could hardly dictate, any thing which in his con- 
dition, would not have been recommended by prudence. 
When the attack was reſolved, the King's troops put 
themſelves in motion at two in the morning, and 
having formed themſelves in a wood, advanced Aug. 12. 
towards the enemy. It was near eleven before 
the action began. Ihe principal effort of the King of Pruſ- 
ſia was againſt the left wing of the Ruſſian army. He be- 
gan according to their uſual method, with a fierce cannon- 


ade, which having had the effe& he defired from it, he 


attacked that wing with ſeveral battalions diſpoſed in co- 
lumns. 

The Ruſſian entrenchments were forced with great 
ſlaughter. Seventy-two pieces of cannon were taken. But 
{till there was a defile to be paſſed, and ſeveral redoubts to 
be maſtered, which covered the village of Cunnerſdorf. 
"Theſe were attacked with the ſame reſolution, and taken 
one after another. The enemy made another ſtand at the 
village, and endeavoured to preſerve their ground there, 
by puſhing forward ſeveral battalions of horſe and 8 * 
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but their reſiſtance there, proved not more effectual than 
:t nac done every where elſe ; they were driven from poſt 
c poſt, quite to the laſt redoubts. For upwards of ſix 
20275 Fortune favoured the Pruſſians, who every where 
re the enemy, with an unparallelled flaughter. They 
em from almoſt all the ground which they 
7-2 occupied b- Dre the battle, they had taken more than 
half tire er); Farce any thing ſeemed wanting to the 
mo compicte dagen. 

The king in thoſe cirgumſtances wrote a billet to the 


Queen to this effect; „ Madam, we have beat the Ruſſi- 


ans from their entrenchmeuts. In 'wo hours expect to 
ec hear of a glorious vificry.” Tic ews arrived at Ber- 
lin, juſt as the poſt was going out, d the friends of the 
King of Pruſſia throughout Error. exulted in a certain 
concluſive victory. Mean time, Fortune was preparing for 
him a terrible reverſe. 


The enemy, defeated in almoſt every quarter, found 


their left wing, ſhattered as it was, to be more entire than 
any other part of the army. Count Solt:koff therefore aſ- 
ſembled the remains of his right, and gathering as many as 
he could from the centre, reinforced that wing, and made 
a ſtand at a redoubt which had been er2@Qed on an advan- 
tageous eminence, in a place called The Jews burying 

ground. Nothing was wanting to finiſh matters in favour 
of the King, but to drive the Ruſſians from this their laſt 

hope. But this enterprize was difficult. It is confidently 

ſaid, that the Pruſſian generals were unanimous in opinion, 

that they ſhould not endeavour at that time to puſh any fur- 

ther the advantages they had obtained. They repreſented 

to the King, that the enemy was ſtill very numerous, their 

artillery conſiderable, and the poſt which they occupied of 

great ſtrength ; that his brave troops, who kad been en- 

gaged for ſo long a time, in the ſevereſt action, perhaps, 

ever known, and in one of the hotteſt days ever felt, were 

too much exhauſted for a new attempt; an attempt of ſuch 

extreme difficulty, as might daunt even troops that were 

quite freſh. That the advantage he gained would be as de- 

ciſive in its conſequences as that at Zorndorf; and whilſt 

the enemy filled the gazettes of their party, with frivolous 

. diſputes of the field of battle, he would be reaping, as he 
did then, all the effects of an unqueſtioned victory. That 

the enemy would be obliged to retire immediately into Po- 

land, 
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land, and to leave him at liberty to act in other quarters, 
where his preſence was full as neceſſary. 

Theſe reaſons were very cogent ; and for a few moments 
they ſeemed to have ſome weight with the King. But his 
character ſoon determined him to a contrary reſolution. He 
could not bear to be a conqueror by halves. One effort 
more was alone wanting to that victory, which would free 
him for ever from the adverſary, which had leaned heavieſt 
on him during the whole war. 

Once more he put all to the hazard. His infantry, ſtill 
reſolute, and ſupported by their late ſucceſs, were readily 
brought to act again. They drew on their bodies fainting 
with heat and labour to a new attack. But the enterprize 
was beyond their ſtrength. The ſituation of the enemy was 
impregnable; and their artillery, which began to be ſupe- 
rior to that of the Pruſſians, on account of the difficulty of 
the ground, which made it impoſſible for the latter to bring 
up any other than a few ſmall pieces, repulſed theſe feeble 
battalions with a great ſlaughter. With an aſtoniſhing, per- 
haps, with a blameable perſeverance, the Pruſſian intantry 
was brought to a ſecond attack, and were a ſecond time 
repulſed, and with a loſs greater than at firſt. Theſe ef- 
forts being unſucceſsful, the affair was put to the cavalry. 
They made redoubled, but uſeleſs attacks; the horſes were 
ſpent, as well as thoſe they carried. 

It was juſt at that time, when the Pruſſian horſe was 
waſted by theſe unſucceſsful efforts, that the greateſt part 
of the Ruſſian, and the whole body of the Auſtrian cavalry, 
which had been hitherto quite inadtive, and which was 
therefore quite freſh, ruſhed down upon them, broke them 
to pieces, forced them back upon their foot, and threw the 
whole into irreparable diſorder, The whole army was ſeiz- 
ed with a panic; and in a few minutes thoſe troops, ſo 
lately victorious and irreſiſtable, were totally diſperſed and 
defeated. The King did every thing to reſtore the field, 
hazarding his perſon, even beyond his former daring, and 
prodigal of a life, which he ſeemed to think, ought not to 
be ſeparated from conqueſt. Thrice he led on his troops 
to the charge; two horſes were killed under him ; ſeveral 
balls were in his cloaths. The efforts of ſkill, courage, and 
deſpair, were made, and proved ineffectual; a ſingle error 
outweighed them all. Scarcely a general, hardly an inferior 
officer in the army was without ſome wound. That of Ge- 
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neral Seidlitz, was particularly unfortunate; for to that 
wound, the failure of the horſe which he commanded, was 
principally attributed. It was to the ſpirit and conduct of 
this able officer, that a great part of the ſucceſs at Zorndort 
was owing, in the laſt campaign. It is known, that if it 
had not been for a ſeaſonable movement of the horſe, the 
whole Pruſſian army had then been in great danger of a 
defeat. 

The night, and the prudent uſe of ſome eminences, 
which were defended as well as circumſtances would admit, 
preſerved the Pruſſian army from total deſtruction. How- 
ever, this loſs was far greater than any which they had ſuſ- 
tained from the beginning of the war. All their cannon 
was taken, the killed, wounded, and priſoners, by the moſt 
favourable accounts, were near twenty thouſand. Gene- 
ral Putkammer was killed on the ſpot. Theſe generals 
whoſe names are fo diſtinguiſhed in this war, Itzenplitz, 
Hulſen, Finck, Wedel, and Seidlitz, were among the 
wounded ; as was the Prince of Wurtenburg, and five ma- 
jor generals. The enemy could not have fewer than ten 
thouſand killed on their ſide. For hardly ever was a more 
bloody battle. 

When the King of Pruſſia found himſelf obliged to quit 
the field, he ſent another diſpatch to the Queen, expreſſed 
in this manner, * Remove from Berlin with the royal fa- 
c mily. Let the archives be carried to Potzdam. The 
« town may make conditions with the enemy.” We 
ſhould in vain attempt to draw the picture of the court and 
city, on the receipt of ſuch news in the midſt of the joy, 
which they indulged for that which they had received but 
a few hours before. The terror was increaſed by the indi- 
ſtinct relation that ſoon followed, which gave them only 
to underſtand, that their army was totally routed; that 
there was no account of the King, and that a Ruſſian army 

was advancing to take poſſeſſion of their city. 

The day after the battle, the King of Pruſſia repaſſed 
the Oder, and encamped at Retwein. From thence he 
moved to Fuſtenwalde, and placed himſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the Ruſſians did not venture to make any attempt 
upon Berlin. He continually watched their army ; a part 
of which, inſtead of turning towards Brandenburgh, march- 
ed into Luſatia, where it joined that of the Auſtrians. Here 
the victorious General Soltikoff, for the firſt time, met M. 

Daune 
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Daun, and amidſt rejoicings and congratulations, conſulted 
about the meaſures for improving their ſucceſs. 

The Ruſſian and Auſtrian armies thus united, ſcarce 
ſeemed from their ſtrength and their victories, to have any 
other deliberation left, than of what part of the Pruſſian 
dominions they ſhould take poſſeſſion. The King was twice 
defeated with a vaſt loſs. He was cut off from all commu- 
nication with the army of his brother Prince Henry ; yet 
to the aſtoniſhment of all the world, the ſuperior, the vic- 
torious and united army acted upon the defenſive, and were 
curbed in all their motions, and fruſtrated in all their de- 
ſigns, by the inferior, the beated and divided. Nothing 
ever ſhewed the genius of the King of Pruſſia more fully, 
than his conduct after the battle of Cunnerſdorf. In a-few 
days after fo terrible a defcat, every thing was in order in 
his camp. He ſupplied the loſs of his artillery from his 
ſtores in Berlin. He recalled General Kleiit, with about 
five thouſand men from Pomerania; in preſence of two ſuch 
armies as thoſe, of M. Daun and Count Soltikoff, he de- 
tached fix thouſand men from his. ſmall body, to the relief 
of Saxony, where the army of the Empire had availed itſelf 
of his abſence, to reduce the whole country. Hall, Wit- 

temberg, Leipſic, Torgau, and at laſt Dreſden itſelf, had 
opened their gates to the Imperialiſts. With the remain- 
der of his troops, he put himſelf between the Ruſſians and 
Great Glogau, covered that city, which was the object of 
the enemy's deſigns, and ſaw them ſoon after, notwith- 
ſtanding their two victories, obliged to return again into 
Poland; and to leave him free for the reſt of the campaign. 

What was done by the King of Pruſſia ſince that time, 
will be the ſubject of another chapter; after we have re- 
lated the proceedings of the Engliſh and French in America, 
to which the order of time directs our preſent attention. 
But we cannot diſmiſs the affairs of Germany, in which 
two ſuch battles as thoſe of Minden and Cunnerſdorf were 
tought, with events ſo different for the common cauſe, 
without obſerving ſomething concerning the two generals 
who conducted them. 

They are certainly in reputation the firſt in Europe, 
which probably never produced two greater men ; though 
they differ as much in their characters, and in the kind ot 
talents they poſſeſs, as they agree in the greatneſs of their 
abilities for war. The King of Pruſſia, rapid, vehement, 

impatient, 


Py" 4 
Sm 
” 


a: 


">a "CY 


G 
= © „ m 


SS: 
_ — 
— 


_— —— 
. — 
— — — — . 
—— 2 
- - SY 
— — — 
—ů — . — 
—_— - * 


K 


9 - — * 
äMU— r3v:æ —_——__w_ 


— 

— 
— 8 5 
—_—_— - 

— 


184 The HISTORY of the WAR. 1759. 


impatient, often gives deciſive blows; but he often miſſes 
his ſtroke, and wounds himſelf. Prince Ferdinand is cool, 
deliberate, exact, and guarded; he ſees every poſſible ad- 
vantage, he takes it at the moment, purſues it as far as it 
will go; but never attempts to puſh it further. Nothing 
in the man diſturbs the commander. In him, we do not 
ſee a perſon who is a great ſoldier; it is the idea of a per- 
fect General; it is a general in the abſtract. Ferdinand 
ſuffers his temper to be guided by his buſineſs. He never 
precipitates matters; he takes them in their order and their 
courſe, and truſts nothing to fortune. The King on the 
other hand, leads, and even forces circumſtances ; he does 
not endeavour to remove but to over-leap obſtacles ; he 
puts all to the riſque; and by ſuffering Fortune to play her 
part in his deſigns, he acquires a ſplendor and eclat in his 
actions, which mere wiſdom could never give him. Prince 
Ferdinand is famous for never committing a fault. The 
King of Pruſſia is above all the world, in repairing thoſe 
he has committed. Like ſome of the great maſters in 
writing, when ever he makes, or ſeems to make a miſ- 
take, it is a ſignal to the obſerver, to prepare for ſome 
great and admirable ſtroke of ſpirit and conduct. His er- 
rors ſeem to be ſpurs to his abilities. He commits an er- 
ror, he. repairs it; he errs again; and again aſtoniſhes 
us by his manner of eſcaping. We ſhould often condemn 
the commander, but that we are always forced to admire 
the hero. 


HAP. VI. 


Plan of the campaign in North America. Three expeditions. 
T iconderoga and Crown Point abandoned. Colonel Town- 
ſbend killed. Expedition to Niagara. Colonel Prideaux 
killed. Sir William Fohnſon defeats the French. Takes 


Fort Niagara. Conſequences of this. 


HE theatre of our operations in America, is of ſuch a 

vaſt extent, that if we had perſevered in the courſe 
we purſued for ſome time, in attacking but one place at 
once, the war would inevitably be ſpun out to an extreme 
length, without bringing on any thing deciſive; and it 
would have rendered our Wake ſuperiority of little uſe, 
by ſuffering the French to collect, as they had hitherto 
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done, their ſtrength into one ſingle point, which enabled 
them to contend with us, with a force ſufficient for the 
ſervice in that country. This year another method was 
followed. It was propoſed to attack the French in all 
their ſtrong poſts at once; to fall as nearly as poſſible 
at the ſame time upon Crown Point, Niagara, and the 
forts to the ſouth of Lake Erie, whilſt a great naval ar- 
mament, and a conſiderable body of land forces ſhould 
attempt Quebec, by the River St. Lawrence. 

'This plan was very adviſable, as it tended to weaken, 
by diſtracting the reſiſtance of the enemy, and whilſt we 
adhered to it, it was clearly impoſſible for the French to | 
maintain their ground in any of thoſe places which were 1614 
attacked, without very weakly defending, or even deſert- 
ing ſome of the others; and if, by the means of ſuch 
diverſions, any of thoſe places ſhould fall into our hands, 
the campaign could not be ſaid to be ſpent to no purpoſe. 
But beſides the end in diſtracting the enemy's defence, 
there was another propoſed of no leſs conſequence; which 
was to make a concurrence in all the various operations, ſo 
that whilſt they divided the enemy, they might mutually 
ſupport one another. 

General Amherſt, who commanded the American forces 
in chief, with the moſt conſiderable body, amounting, in 
regulars and provincials, to about twelve thouſand men, 
was to attack Ticonderoga and Crown Point by Lake- wb 
George; the reduction of thoſe forts would naturally lay 901 
open the Lake Champlain, where, having eſtabliſhed a fy 
ſufficient naval force, he was by the River Sorel, which . 
forms the communication between this Lake and the great Wow 
River St. Lawrence, to proceed directly to Quebec, the 1404 
capital of Canada. Here he was to make a junQtion with . 
General Wolfe and Admiral Saunders, who having entered oh 
the River St. Lawrence at the oppoſite quarter, would pro- 
bably have commenced the ſiege of Quebec, by the time 
that General Amherſt might find it praCticable to join 
them. It was not doubted, that if this junction could be 
effected, the reduction of that city would follow of courſe. 

'The third of the grand operations was againſt the fort, 
near the Fall of Niagara ; a place of very great conſequence 
both in war and in peace. The reduction of this was com- 
mitted to Brigadier General Prideaux, under whom Sir 
William Johnſon commanded the provincials of New Tre 
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and ſeveral Indians of the Five Nations, who were engaged 
in our ſervice by the credit that gentleman had obtained a- 
mong their tribes. 

The object of this operation lay too remote from the o- 
thers, to expect, with any great confidence, that they 
could be aſſiſted by its ſucceſs in any other manner than bY 
weakening the enemy's forces. However it was hoped, 
that if they ſhould be fortunate enough to take Niagara, 
early in the ſeaſon, the troops might be embarked on the 
Lake Ontario, and finding no longer any obſtruction from 
Fort Frontenac, which was deſtroyed laſt year, might fall 
down the River St. Lawrence, and poſſibly either make 
themſelves maſters of Montreal, or by their approach 
at leaſt, draw ſuch a force to that part, as greatly to faci- 
litate our deſigns upon Quebec and Crown Point, But it 
this ſcheme, in addition to its own end, ſhould not facili- 
tate either of the other two capital undertakings, it would 
probably, as it was the moſt important place the French 
had in that part of the world, draw all the troops they had 
upon the Lakes to attempt its relief, which would leave 
the fort, on thoſe Lakes expoſed to a fourth, though infe- 
rior expedition, which was made againſt them, under Ge- 
neral Stanwix. Inreality, it afterwards had that effect. 

The army under General Amherſt was the firit in mo- 
tion. 'The Lake George, or, as the French call it, Lake 
Sacrament, is a long, but in proportion, narrow water, a- 
bout forty miles in length, and encloſed on either ſide with 
marſhy grounds. This communicates by another long and 
very narrow ſtreight with Lake Champlain. This ſtreight 
is ſecured at each fide by a fort; that to the fide of Lake 
George, 1s called Ticonderoga ; that to the Champlain 
Lake, is called Fort Frederick, or Crown Point ; both 
extremely ſtrong in their ſituation ; and the former of which 
had repulſed our troops with a very conſiderable ſlaughter, 
as has been related amongſt the events of the laſt year. 

General Amherſt, after he had paſſed Lake George, ar- 
rived with very little oppoſition from the enemy before Ti- 
conderoga ; at firſt the French made ſome appearance, as 
if they meant to defend the place; but as they knew the 
ſtrength of our forces, as they ſaw that the preparations 
tor the attack were making with as much judgment as vi- 
gour, and as the enterprize which was preparing againſt 


Quebec, did not leave them a force ſo conſiderable as they 
had 
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had there in the preceding campaign, they abandoned their 
fort in the night, having damaged it as much as Tut 
they could, and retired to Crown Point. 99 

General Amherſt immediately ſet himſelf about repair- 
ing the fortifications of this poſt, which effectually ſecured 
the Lake George; covered our colonies, and was of ſuch 
vaſt importance, to enable him to puſh forward his offen- 
ſive operations, or to favour his retreat, in caſe of a re- 
verſe of fortune. The only loſs of any conſequence which 
the Engliſh army ſuffered, in making this valuable acquiſi- 
tion, was the death of Colonel Townſend, who was killed 
in reconnoitring, by a ſhot from the fort. The ſteady 
bravery, the promiſing genius, and the agreeable manners 
of this officer, cauſed this loſs to be conſidered as a very 
great one. They compared this melancholy event with 
the death of Lord Howe; they remembered how much 
theſe young ſoldiers reſembled each other, both in their 
virtues, and in the circumſtances of their fate, Both dear 
to the troops, and having both loſt their lives on an expe- 
dition againſt this place. 

Although the general had reaſon to imagine, that the 
ſame reaſons which had induced the enemy to abandon 
their fort and lines at Ticonderoga, would perſuade them 
alſo to relinquiſh Crown Point; he took all his meaſures 
with the ſame care, as if he expected an obſtinate defence 
at the fort, and an attempt to ſurprize him on his march, 
He remembered how fatal ſecurity had proved to us, in that 
part of the world upon many occaſions. 

'The French abandoned the fort as it had been forefeen. 
The general retired with about three thouſand five hundred 
men to the bottom of Lake Champlain, and poſted himſelf 
at the iſland called Ifle du Noix. He was ſtill pretty ſtrong 
on the lake, having ſeveral armed boats and ſloops, with 
which he hoped to prevent the progreſs of the Engliſh into 
the interior parts of Canada. General Amherſt, as ſoon as 
he had taken poſſeſſion of Crown Point, uſed every 
endeavour to attain a naval ſuperiority on the lake, 
and in the mean time began to fortify this poſt, as he had 
that at Ticonderoga. To this time the French were actu- 
ally eſtabliſhed in the heart of our territories; ſo that dur- 
ing a war of three years, we had in effect been only acting 
on the defenſive. It was on the day on which Mr. Am- 
herſt took poſſeſſion of Crown Point, that he received the 
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agreeable news of the reduction of Niagara, by the troops 
under Sir William Johnſon ; and he had the pleaſure and 
encouragement of ſeeing two of the great objects of the 
campaign accompliſhed, whilſt he prepared himſelf to 
co-operate in the accompliſhnc»t of the third, which was 
to be deciſiue of the whole. The body which had been 
appointed for Niagara, under General Prideaux, without 
any accident arrived at the ont, which lies at the bottom 
of the lake, towards the ſouth-weſt a). 


This 


(a) Sir William Johnſon's Letter to Major-General Amberſt, on his 
Congueſt of the Fort at Niagara, 25th July, 1759. 


S IR, 


Have the honour to acquaint you, by lieutenant Moncrieff, Ni- 

agara ſurrendered to his majeſty's arms the 25th inſtant. A 
detachment of 1200 men, with a number of Indians, under the 
command of Meſſrs. Aubry and de Lignery, collected from Detroi, 
Venango, and Preſque Iſle, made an attempt to reinforce the gar- 
riſon, the 24th in the morning ; but as I had intelligence of them, 
I made a diſpoſition to intercept them. The evening before, I 
ordered the light infantry and picquets to take poſt on the road 
upon our leit, leading from Nragara Falls to the fort: In the 
morning, I reinforced theſe with two companies of grenadiers, 
and part of the 46th regiment. The action began about half an 
hour after nine; but they were ſo well received by the troops in 
front, and the [ndians on their flank, that, in an hour's time, the 
whole was compleatly ruined, and all their officers made priſo- 
ners, among whom are Monſ. Aubry, De Lignery, Marin, Re- 
pentini, &c. to the number of 17. I cannot aſcertain the num- 
ber of killed, they are fo diſperſed among the woods, but their 
loſs is great. 

As this happened under the eyes of the garriſon, I thought 
proper to ſend my laſt ſummons to the commanding officer for his 
ſurrendering, which he liſtened to. M. Moncrieff will inform 
you of the {tate of our ammunition and proviſions : I hope care 
will be taken to forward an immediate ſupply of both to Ofevego. 
As the troops that were defeated yeſterday were drawn from thoſe 
poſts, which lie in General Stanwix's route, Jam in hopes it will 
be of the utmoſt conſequence to the ſucceſs of this expedition. 
The public ſtores of the garriſon, that can be ſaved from the 
Indians, I ſhall order the aſſiſtant quarter-maſter-general, and the 
clerk to take an account of, as ſoon as poſſible. 
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This 1s without exception, the moſt important poſt in 
America, and ſecures the greateſt number of communica- 
tions. For it is ſituated at the very entrance of a ſtreight, 
by which the Lake Ontario is joined to that of Erie, which 
is connected with the other three great ſeas of freſh water, 
by the courſe of the vaſt river St. Lawrence, which runs 
through them all, and carries off their ſuperfluous waters 
to the ocean. A little above the fort, is the cataract of 
Niagara, which is eſteemed the moſt remarkable in the 
world, for the quantity of water, and the greatneſs of the 
fall. This fall would interrupt the commerce between the 
lakes, but for a road which the French have made up the 
hilly country that lies up the ſtreight ; ſo that there 1s here 
a good carrying-place, and not very tedious ; for after a 
portage of about eight miles, you reimbark again, and pro- 
ceed without any interruption to the Lake Erie. 

As the great communication of thoſe who go by water 
1s along this ſtreight, and carrying place, ſo thoſe who tra- 
vel by land, are obliged to croſs it. The lakes are fo diſ- 
poſed, that without a ſomewhat hazardous voyage, the In- 
dians cannot any otherwiſe paſs from the north-weſt to the 
ſouth-eaſt parts of North-America, for many hundred miles. 
'The fort of Niagara, thus naturally commands all the Five 
Nations, and all thoſe Indian tribes that lie to the north- 
ward of the lakes, as well as thoſe that are ſcattered alon 
the banks of the Ohio, Ouabache, and Miſhiſippi, and ac- 
cording as it 1s poſſeſſed by the Engliſh or the French, 
connects or disjoints the colonies of Canada and Louiſiana, 
protects or lays open our own, and is in all reſpects of ſo 
much conſequence, that it was the opinion of perſons, the 
moſt converſant in American buſineſs, that this attempt 
ought to have been made much earlier ; and, that if ſuch 
an a tempt, made at ſuch a time, had ſucceeded, it would 
have contributed very much to the ſecurity of thoſe parts 


of 


As all my attention at preſent is taken up with the Indians, that 
the capitulation I have agreed to may be obſerved, your Excel- 
lency will excuſe my not being more particular. 

Permit me to aſſure you, in the whole progreſs of the ſiege, 
which was fevere and painful, the officers and men behaved with 
the utmoſt chearfulneſs and bravery. I have only to regret the 
loſs of General Prideaux and Colonel Johnſon. I endeavoured 
to purſue the late General's vigorous meaſures, the good effects 
of which he deſerved to enjoy. W. JOHNSON. 
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of our colonies, which were the moſt expoſed, and would 
have, at the ſame time, greatly facilitated all our offenſive 
meaſures, and ſhortened the war. 

From the time that the French were acquainted with 
this place, they were fully poſſeſſed with an opinion of its 
importance, both with regard to commerce, and to domi- 
nion. 'They made ſeveral attempts to eſtabliſh themſelves 
here; but the Indians who ſeemed more ſenſible of the con- 
ſequences than we were, conſtantly oppoſed it. The 
obliged them to relinquiſh a fort which they had built, and 
guarded this ſpot for a long time, with a very ſevere and 
prudent jealouſy. 

But whilſt we neglected, confiding in our ſtrength, to eul- 
tivate the friendſhip of the Indians, the French, ſenſible of 
their weakneſs, omitted no endeavour to gain theſe ſavage 
people to their intereſts, and they prevailed at laſt, under the 
name of a trading houſe, to erect a ſtrong fort at the mouth 
of the ſtreight, on the very beſt harbour, not only on this, 
but on any of the lakes; an harbour which is ſafe from e- 
very wind, and open for the whole year. A French officer, 
an able and enterpriſing man, had been a priſoner among 
the Iroquois for a long time, and having, according to their 
cuſtom, been naturalized, he grew extremely popular a- 
mongſt them, and at laſt acquired his liberty. He com- 
municated to the then Governor of Canada, the plan of an 
eſtabliſhment at Niagara, and he himſelf undertook to exe- 
cute it. He returned amongſt the Iroquois, and pretending 
great love for their nation, which was now his own, told 
them, that he would gladly come to make frequent viſits 
to his brethren; but it was proper for that purpoſe, that 
they ſhould allow him to build an houſe, where he might 
live at eaſe, and according to his own manner : at the fame 
time, he propoſed to them, advantages in trade from this 
eſtabliſhment. A requeſt, which ſeemed a compliment to 
thoſe to whom it was made, was readily granted. The 
houſe was built. By degrees this houſe extended itſelf ; it 
was ſtrengthened by various additions; and it grew at laſt 
to a regular fortreſs, which has ever ſince awed the Five 
Nations, and checked our colonies. 

The ſiege of this place had not been long formed, before 
General Prideaux was killed in the trenches, by 
the burſting of a cohorn. As ſoon as this accident 
happened, which threatened to throw a damp on the ope- 
rations, 
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rations, an expreſs was ſent to General Amherſt, who al- 
ways attentive to the ſervice, loſt no time to ſend an offi- 
cer of character to command in his place. But the com- 
mand, which in the interim devolved upon Sir William 
Johnſon, could not have been better beſtowed. He omit- 
ted nothing to continue the vigorous meaſures of the late 
General, and added to them, every thing his own genius 
could ſuggeſt. Reſpected by the regular troops, dear to 
the provincials, almoſt adored by the Indians, poſſeſſed of 
that genius for acquiring popularity amongſt all kinds of 
men, and that verſatile diſpoſition, which we ſo ſeldom ſee 
united with diſintereſtedneſs and integrity, he employed 
thoſe talents ſolely for the benefit of his country. The 
troops, remembering, that it was under that General, 
the firſt advantage had been obtained over the French, 
puſhed on the ſiege with ſo much alacrity, that in a few 
days, they had brought their approaches within an hundred 
yards of the covered way, 

The French were alarmed at the imminent danger of this 
intereſting place. They therefore collected all the regular 
troops and provincials, which they could draw from all their 
poſts about the lakes, and to thoſe joined a large body of 
ſavages, in order to give the Engliſh battle, and to raiſe the 
ſiege. They amounted in all to 1700 men. 

When General Johnſon was apprized of their approach, 
he ordered his light infantry, {ſupported by ſome grenadiers 
and regular foot, to take poſt on the road to his left, by 
which the French were to take their route. He placed his 
Indians on his flanks. Whilſt he took meaſures to receive 
the French, who came to relieve the place, he poſted a 
ſtrong body, in ſuch a manner, as to ſecure his trenches 
from any attempt of the garriſon during an engagement. 

In this diſpoſition he waited to receive the ene- , ,_ 
my. At nine in the morning the engagement be- July . 
gan, by a violent and horrid ſcream of the enemy's ſavages, 
according to their barbarous cuſtom. It was this icream, 
perhaps the moſt horrid found that can be imagined, which 
is faid to have ſtruck a panick into the troops of General 
Braddock, and was one ot the principal cauſes of that de- 
feat, by which our endeavours in America were ſo long 
fruſtrated; but on this occafton, it had no effect. Ilie e- 
nemy was fo well received by the troops in front, and by 
the Indians on their flanks, that in leſs than an hour's time, 
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their whole army was ruined. The purſuit was hot and 
bloody; and it continued for five miles. Seventeen offi- 
cers were made priſoners, among whom were the firſt and 
ſecond in command. 

july 2 This action was fought in ſight of the fort; 

25. and it was no ſooner concluded in favour of our 
troops, than the General ſummoned the garriſon to ſur- 
render ; ſending a liſt of the priſoners, and remonſtrating 
on the ill effects of their holding out longer, particularly 
with regard to the Indians. The capitulation was ſigned 
that night. 'The garriſon, conſiſting of about 600 men, 
ſurrendered priſoners of war, and were conducted to New 
York. The fort and ſtores were given up to the Engliſh 
troops. 

This was the ſecond very important ſervice performed 
by General Johnſon in this war, and a ſecond time he had 
the good fortune to make the commander in chief of the 
enemy his priſoner. It muſt not be omitted, to the ho- 
nour of this gentleman, that though he was not regularly 
bred a ſoldier, the moſt compleat officer could not have 
made more excellent diſpoſitions for the battle, or have 
conducted the ſiege from the beginning to the end, with a 
more cool and ſteady reſolution, or with a more compleat 
knowledge of all the neceſſary manceuvres of war. The 
taking of Niagara broke off effectually that communication, 
ſo much talked off, and ſo much dreaded, between Ca- 
nada and Louiſiana, and by this ſtroke, one of the capi- 
tal political deſigns of the French, which gave occaſion 
to the preſent war, was defeated in its direct and im- 
mediate object. 
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The expedition againſt Quebec. The Iſle of Orleans occu- 
pied. Deſcription of the town and harbour of Quebec. 
Situation of the French army. Acdlion at the Falls of 
Montmorenci. General Wolfe fickens. The camp remo- 
ved to Point Levi. The troops go up the river. The 
battle of Quebec. General Wolfe killed. French defeat- 
ed. M. de Montcalm killed. Quebec ſurrenders. Mode- 
ments of General Amherſt on Lake Champlain. 


8 conſequences which attended the reduction of the 
fort of Niagara, as well as thoſe upon Lake Cham- 
plain, were very intereſting; but the great and central 
operation to which all the reſt tended, and to which even 
thoſe were to be only ſubſervient, was that againſt Que- 
bec, the capital of Canada; and as this was to be the de- 
ciſive ſtroke, it was proper that the greateſt force ſhould 
have been employed againſt it. If we reckon the maritime 
force, there is no doubt that we employed a greater num- 
ber of men againſt Quebec, than againſt the Champlain 
forts; but the land forces, from ſome cauſe, fell much 
ſhort of the number originally propoſed, for they did not 
exceed 7000 men, regulars and provincials, though the 
original plan intended gooo for that expedition, indepen- 
dent of the junction of thoſe under Gen. Amherſt, whoſe 
aſſiſtance on the occaſion was taken for granted. In this 
expedition Gen. Wolfe commanded the land forces. The 
fleet was under Admiral Saunders. 
The whole embarkation arrived in the latter 
25th. end of June in the Iſle of Orleans, a few leagues 
from Quebec, without any accident whatſoever, 
notwithſtanding the ill fame of the river St. Laurence, and 
the reports of its dangerous navigation, probably ſpread 
for political purpoſes. They landed upon the Ifle.of Or- 
leans, which is formed by the branches of the river St. 
Laurence, This ifland is about twenty miles in length, 
and ſeven or eight in breadth, highly cultivated, and af- 
fording every kind of refreſhment to the ſoldiers and failors 
after their tedious voyage. 
As this iſland extends quite up to the baſon of Quebec, 


it was neceſſary to poſſeſs it in order to ac againſt the 
town; 
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town ; for the moſt weſterly point of this iſland advances 
towards an high point of land on the continent, called Point 
Levi. Both of theſe ſhut up the view of the northern and 
ſouthern channel, which environ the ile of Orleans, fo 
that the harbour of Quebec appears to be a baſon landlock- 
ed upon all ſides. The poſſeſſion of both theſe points were 
neceſſary, as they might be employed either with great ad- 
vantage againſt the town, or much to the annoyance of the 
beſiegers; for whilſt the enemy continued maſters of thoſe, 
it was impoſſible for a ſhip to lie in the harbour of Quebec. 
When theſe poſts were ' poſſeſſed, which was done with 
little difficulty, the harbour and town of Quebec appeared 
full zo the view, at once a tempting and a diſcouraging 
ſight. For no place ſeems poſſeſſed of greater benefits of 
nature ; nor any of which nature ſeems more to have con- 
ſulted the defence. 

Quebec, ſays F. Charlevoix, can boaſt of a freſh water 
harbour, capable of containing an hundred men of war of 
the line, at one hundred and twenty leagues diſtance from 
the ſea, It hes on the moſt navigable river in the univerſe. 
The river St. Laurence up to the Iſle of Orleans, that is for 
about 112 leagues from its mouth, is no where leſs than 
from four to five leagues broad; but above that iſle it nar- 
rows, ſo that before Quebec it is not above a mile over. 
Hence this place got the name of Quebeis or Quebec, 
which, in the Algonquin tongue, ſignifies a ſtrait. 

'The city is the ſeat of the governor and the intend- 
ant, and the ſupreme tribunals of juſtice for all the French 
North America; it is alſo an epiſcopal ſee, and a place of 
conſiderable trade. Tt is large in extent, and elegant in 
many of its buildings both public and private. It conſiſts 
of an upper and lower town ; the lower, which is narrow, 
is built upon a ſtrand, at the foot of a lofty rock, upon 
which the upper town ſtands. This rock extends itſelt, 
and continues with a bold and ſteep front, weſtward along 
the river St. Laurence for a conſiderable way. Another 
river from the north-weſt, called St. Charles, falls here in- 
to the former, waſhing the foot of the rock on which Que- 
bec ſtands ; the point on which the town is built thus be- 
comes a ſort of peninſula by the junction of theſe rivers ; 
ſo that whoever attacks Quebec, muſt either make his ap- 
proaches above the town, and overcome the precipice which 
I have mentioned, or croſs the river St. Charles, and at- 
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tempt it upon that ſide. The former of thoſe methods muſt 
appear to a prudent commander wholly unadviſeable, and 
the latter extremely difficult. If the former method ſhould 
be attempted, they would have that dangerous precipice to 


overcome, defended by the enemies whole force, which 


the attack would draw to this quarter. On the other hand 
the country from the river St. Charles to the northward, 
for more than five miles, is extremely rough, broken and 
difficult, full of rivulets, gullies, and ravines, and ſo con- 
tinues to the river of Montmorenci, which flows by the 
foot of a ſteep and woody hill. On the ſide of the river St. 
Laurence is a bank of ſand of great extent, which pre- 
vents the approach of any conſiderable veſſel. 

In this advantageous ſituation was the French army poſt- 
ed, upon what was deemed the only acceſſible fide of Que- 
bec, all along from the river St. Charles to that of Mont- 
morenc1, entrenched at every attackable ſpot, with the ri- 
ver and ſandbank above-mentioned in their front, and thick 
impenetrable woods upon their rear. It is impoſſible to 
imagine a ſtronger poſt; a poſt at once more defenſible in 
itſelf, or better calculated for ſuccouring the city, on which 
ſide ſoever it ſhould be attacked. Thus poſted, they great- 
ly exceeded in number the beſiegers, being about 10,000 
men, under an able, and thitherto fortunate commander, 
M. de Montcalm, who, though he was ſuperior in number 
to the Engliſh, reſolved to riſque nothing, and wiſely reli- 
ed on the natural ſtrength of the country. 

When Wolfe ſaw the ſituation of the town, the nature 
of the country, the number of the troops, and their poſiti- 
on, though of a ſanguine temper and highly adventurous , 
he began to deſpair; but, however another commander 
might have thought inaction in ſuch circumſtances juſtified 
to himſelf, or even to the world, by ſuch ſtrong appearan- 
ces, Wolfe refolved to leave nothing unattempted, but 
amidſt the choice of difficulties which lay before him, to 
pitch upon thoſe where the valour of his troops might be 


employed with the beſt proſpect of ſuccels. 


As ſoon as he had ſecured the weſt point of the iſle of 
Orleans, and that of Levi, he erected batteries there of 
cannon and mortars, on the high ground, from the point of 
Levi, which looks towards the town ; theſe fired continu- 
ally upon the place ; Admiral Saunders was ſtationed below 
in the north channel of the iſle of Orleans, oppoſite to 

B b 2 | Montmorenci ; 
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Montmorenci; Admiral Holmes was ſtationed above the 
town, at once to diſtract the eremies attention, and to pre— 
vent any attempts from the enemy againſt the batteries that 
played upon the town. 

After this wiſe diſpoſition was made of the fleet, Gen. 
Wolfe cauſed the troops to be tranſported over the north 
channel of the river St. Laurence, to the north-eaſt of Mont- 
morenc1, with a view of paſſing that river, and bringing 
the enemy to an engagement. Some heights which com- 
manded the enemies intrenchments, and a ford above, and 
another below the falls, encouraged him to this attempt ; 
but upon reconnoitring the ground, the oppoſite ſhore was 
found ſo ſteep and woody, that he could not hope to put his 
deſign in execution, which was by moving towards the ene- 
mies flank, to draw them to an engagement. To bring 
the French to an action was his ſingle object. He had 
found that any attempts to aſſault the city would prove to 
no purpoſe, whilſt the fleet could only batter the lower 
town, and muſt ſuffer greatly by the cannon and bombs of 
the upper, whilſt they were employed in this ineffectual 
ſervice; for after the reduction of the lower town, the paſ- 
ſages to the upper were extremely ſteep, and moreover ſo 
well entrenched, that this advantage would prove little to- 
wards the reduction of the place. * 

The only point left, therefore, was by every means to 
entice or force the enemy to an engagement; and to this 
end no means were omitted, by ſending detachments up 
the river, and by every appearance of a deſign to attack 
the town on that ſide. But the Marquis de Montcalm, in 
chuſing his poſt, was well appriſed of its importance. He 
knew ſufficiently the nature of the country up the river, and 
he truſted to it; and therefore kept himſelf cloſely in his 
poſt, diſpoſing his parties of favages, in which he was very 
ſtrong, in ſuch a manner, as to make any attempt _ 
him by ſurpriſe abſolutely impoſſible. In the mean time, 
from the town, fireſhips and boats were let down the ſtream 
to deſtroy the ſhipping, which, as they almoſt wholly filled 
the channel, were greatly endangered. But by the ex- 
traordinary ſkill and vigilance of Admiral Saunders, every 
veſſel of this kind ſent againſt them was towed aſhore with- 
out doing the leaſt miſchief. 8 
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The general finding that all his efforts to decoy the enem/ 
to an engagement had proved unſucceſsful, and, ſenſible 
that they deſired nothing more than to act defend rely, un- 
til the ſeaſon itſelf ſhould fight for them and oblige the 
Engliſh to retire, he came at laſt, in ſpite of all difficulties, 
to the reſolution of attacking them in their entrenchments 
on the ſide of Montmorenci. The place where the attack 
was to be made, was choſen with great judgment, as the 
only place thereabouts in which the artillery could be brought 


into uſe; as there, and there only, the greateſt part, or 


even the whole of the troops, might act at once, and that 
there the retreat in caſe of a repulſe was ſecure, at leaſt for 
a certain time of the tide. Having determined upon the 
place where the attack was to be, which was at the mouth 
of the river Montmorenci, the beſt diſpoſitions for it were 
made, both on the part of the Admiral and of the 

General. But notwithſtanding that the whole July 30. 
was conducted with equal vigour and prudence, it 

was totally defeated by one of thoſe accidents which fo fre- 
quently interpoſe to the diſgrace of human wiſdom, and 
which demonſtrates that ſhe is far from being the ſole arbi- 
treſs of war. 

The Engliſh grenadiers, who led the attack, had orders, 
immediately after their landing, to form themſelves on the 
beach ; but inſtead of forming themſelves as they were di- 
reed, from the hurry and noiſe of their landing, or from 
an ill-governed ardor, they ruſhed impetuouſly towards the 
enemies entrenchments in the utmoſt diſorder and confuſi- 
on, without waiting for the corps which were to ſuſtain 
them, and join in the attack. In this diſorder, they were 
met by a violent and ſteady fire irom the entrenchments, by 
which they were thrown into more confuſion, and obliged 
them to ſhelter themſelves behind a redoubt, which the 
French had abandoned on their approach. 

The General perceiving that it was impoſſible for theſe 
grenadiers to form under ſo ſevere a fire, that the night drew 
on, a violent tempeſt was gathering, and the tide began to 
make, ſaw cicarly that he had nothing further left, than to 
order a retreat, with as little diſadvantage as poſſible. He 
therefore called off thoſe troops, and having formed behind 
Brig. Monkton's corps, which was on the beach in excel- 
lent 
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tent order, the whole repaſſed the river without moleſtati- 
on, the General expoſing his perſon with that intrepidity, 
which diſtinguiſhed him both during the attack, and the 
retreat. 

The loſs in this check was not inconfiderable; and the 
event on the whole was ſuch, as to diſcourage any further 
attempts upon that ſide. They returned to the old meaſures. 
The General again ſent ſome bodies above the town, and 
fome men of war ſailed up the ſtream for more than twelve 
leagues. 'They received intelligence that the enemy had 
amaſled ſome magazines of proviſions in the interior coun- 
try, and they propoſed by getting between them and the 
town, to draw the French army from their entrenchments, 
to the long- deſired engagement; but if they failed to com- 
paſs this, they might at leaſt deſtroy the ſhips of war which 
the enemy had in the river, and help to open a communica- 
tion between them and Gen. Amherſt, on whom their laſt 
expectations were fixed, and who, they flattered them- 
ſelves, was on his march to their aſſiſtance. 

But though they ſucceeded in deſtroying ſome of the ene- 
mies magazines, there was nothing of great moment in 
this. They could not come near the men of war. Howe- 
ver they received intelligence from ſome priſoners, of the 
ſucceſs of Sir William Johnſon againſt Niagara; they 
learned likewiſe, that the French had ſmoothed the difhcul- 
ties in the way of Gen. Amherſt, by abandoning Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga. But this intelligence, otherwiſe 
ſo pleaſing, brought them no proſpe& of the approach of 
any aſſiſtance from that quarter. The ſeaſon waſted apace. 
The General fell violently ill, conſumed by care, watching, 
and a fatigue, too great to be ſupported by a delicate conſti- 
tution, and a body unequal to that vigorous and enterpriſing 
ſoul that it lodged. It was not enough for him to eſcape 
from ſo great an expedition uncondemned and unapplauded; 
to be pitied, was he thought but a milder cenſure ; and he 
knew that no military conduct can ſhine, unleſs it be gild- 
ed with ſucceſs. His own high notions, the public hope, 
the good ſucceſs of other commanders, all turned inward 
upon him, oppreſſed his ſpirits, and converted diſappoint- 
ment into diſeaſe. As ſoon as he had a little recovered, he 
diſpatehed an expreſs with an account of his aa...” to 

n- 
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England(c), written indeed in the ſtile of deſpondency, but 
with ſuch perſpicuity, clearneſs, and elegance, as would 
have ranked him amongſt our beſt writers, if his military 
exploits had not placed him among our greateſt command- 
ers. 


He 


* 


(c) Major General Molfe's Letter, and Admiral Saunders's, te 
Mr. Secretary Pitt, relative to the Operations at Quebec. 


Head Quarters at Montmorenci, in the River Saint Laurence, 
Sept. 2, 1759. 


8 IN, 


Wiſh I could, upon this occaſion, have the honour of tranſ- 
I mitting to you a more favourable account of the progreſs of his 
Majeſty's arms; but the obſtacles we have met with, in the ope- 
rations of the cainpaign, are much greater than we had reaſon to 
expect, or could foreſee; not ſo much from the number of the 
enemy (tho' ſuperior to us) as from the natural ſtrength of the 
country, which the Marquis de Montcalm ſeems wiſely to depend 
upon. 
"When I learned that ſuccours of all kinds had been thrown in- 
to Quebec ; that five battalions of regular troops, completed from 
the beſt of the inhabitants of the country, ſome of the troops of 
the colony, and every Canadian that was able to bear arms, be- 
ſides ſeveral nations of ſavages, had taken the held in a very ad- 
vantageous ſituation ; I could not flatter myſelf that I ſhould be 
able to reduce the place. I fought however an occaſion to attack 
their army, knowing well, that with theſe troops I was able to 
fight, and hoping that a victory might diſperſe them. 

We found them incamped along the ſhore of Beaufort, from 
the river St. Charles to the falls of Montmorenci, and intrenched 
in every acceſſible part. The 27th of June we landed upon the 
iſle of Orleans; but receiving a meſſage from the Admiral, that 
there was reaſon to think the enemy had artillery, and a force 
upon the point of Levi, I detached Brig. Monckton with four bat- 
talions to drive them from thence. He paſſed the river the 29th 
at night, and marched the next day to the point ; he obliged the 
enemy's irregulars to retire, and poſſeſſed himſelf of that poſt : 
The advanced parties upon this occahon had two or three (kir- 
miſhes with the Canadians and Indians, with little loſs on either 


ſide, 
(Colonel 
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He reſolved, when he ſent away his zccount, to conti- 
nue the campaign to the laſt poſſible moment; and after a 
deliberation with his officers, determined, that any further 


attempts 


Colonel Carleton marched with a detachment to the Weſter- 
moſt point of the iſle of Orleans, from whence our operations 
were likely to begin. 

It was abſolutely neceſſary to poſſeſs theſe two points, and for- 
tify them; becauſe from either the one or the other, the enemy 
might make it impoſſible for any ſhip to be in the baſon of Quebec, 
or even within two miles of 1t. 

Batteries of cannon and mortars were erected with great diſ- 
patch on the point of Levi, to bombard the town and magazines, 
and to injure the works and batteries: 'The enemy perceiving 
theſe works in ſome forwardneſs, paſſed the river with 1600 men 
to attack and deſtroy them. Unluckily they fell into confuſion, 
fired upon one another, and went back again ; by which we loſt 
an opportunity of defeating this large detachment. The effect of 
this artillery has been ſo great (though acroſs the river) that the 
upper town is conſiderably damaged, and the lower town entirely 
deſtroyed. 

'The works for the ſecurity of our hoſpitals and ſtores on the 
iſle of Orleans being finiſhed, on the gth of July at night, we 
paſſed the North channel, and incamped near the enemy's left, 
the river Montmorenci between us. The next morning Captain 
Dan#k's company of Rangers, poſted in a wood to cover ſome 
workmen, were attacked and defeated by a body of Indians, and 
had fo many killed and wounded, as to be almoſt difabled for the 
reſt of the campaign: The enemy alſo ſuffered in this affair, and 
were in their turn driven off by the neareſt troops. 

The ground, to the eaſtward of the falls, ſeemed to be (as it 
really is) higher than that on the enemy's fide, and to command 
it in a manner which might be made uſeful to us. There is be- 
fides a ford below the falls, which may be paſſed for ſome hours 
in the latter part of the ebb and beginning of the flood tide ; and 
I had hopes, that poſſibly means might be found of paſſing the 
river above, ſo as to fight the Marquis de Montcalm, upon terms 
of leſs diſadvantage than directly attacking hisintrenchments. In 
reconnoitring the river Montmorenci, we found it fordable at a 
place about three miles up; but the oppoſite bank was intrench- 
ed, and ſo ſteep and woody, that it was to no purpoſe to attempt 
a paſſage there. The Eſcort was twice attacked by the Indians, 
who were as often repulſed ; but in theſe rencounters we had 40 
(officers and men) killed and wounded. 


The 
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attempts at Montmorenci were to little purpoſe, and that 
their principal operations ſhould be above the town, in or- 
der, it poſſible, to draw the enemy to an action. But the 


deſign 


The 18th of Fuly, two men of war, two armed ſloops, and 
two tranſports with ſome troops on board, palied by the town 
without any loſs, and got into the upper river. This enabled me 
to reconnoitre the country above, where 1 found the ſame attenti- 
on on the enemy's fide, and great difticulties on our's, arifing from 
the nature of the ground, and the obſtacles to our communicati - 
on with the fleet. But what I feared moſt, was, that it we ſhould 
land between the town and the river, Capt. Reuge, the body firſt 
landed could not be reinforced befote they were attacked by the 
enemy's whole army. 

Notwithſtanding theſe difficulties, I thought once of attempt- 
ing it at St. Michael's, about three miles above the town; but 
perceiving that the enemy were jealous of the deſign, were prepa- 
ring againſt it, and had actually brought artillery and a mortar 
(which, being ſo near to 2uebec, they could increaſe as they 
pleaſed) to play upon the ſhipping ; and, as it muſt have been 
many hours before we could attack them, (even ſuppoſing a fa- 
vourable night for the boats to paſs by the town unhurt) it ſeem- 
ed ſo hazardous, that I thought it beſt to deſiſt. 

However, to divide the enemy's force, and to draw their at- 
tention as high up the river as poilible, and to procure ſome intel- 
ligence, I ſenta detachment under the command of Col. Carleton, 
to land at the Point de Trempe, to attack whatever he might find 
there, bring off ſome priſoners, and all the uſeful papers he could 
get. I had been informed that a number of the inhabitants of 
Juebec, had retired to that place, and that probably we ſhould 
find a magazine of proviſions there. 

The Colonel was fired upon by a body of Indians the moment 
he landed, but they were ſoon diſperſed and driven into the woods: 
he ſearched for magazines, but to no purpoſe, brought off ſome 
priſoners, and returned with little loſs. 

After this buſineſs, I came back to Montmorenci, where I found 
that Brig. Townſhend had, by a ſuperior fire, prevented the French 
from ereCting a battery on the bank of the river, from whence 
they intended to cannonade our camp. I now reſolved to take 
the firſt opportunity which preſented itſelf, of attacking the ene- 
my, though poſted to great advantage, and every where prepared 
to receive us. 

As the men of war cannot (for want of a ſufficient depth of 
water) come near enough to the enemy's intrenchments, to annoy 
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deſign of Wolfe was deeper, and more particularly dire&- 
ed than it had been before. The camp at Montmorenci 
was broke up, and the troops were conveyed to the ſouth- 


eaſt 


them in the leaſt, the Admiral had prepared two tranſports (draw 

ing but little water) which upon der ar could be run a- ground, 
to favour a deſcent. With the help of theſe veſſels, which I un- 
derſtood would be carried by the tide cloſe in ſhore, I propoſed to 
make myſelf maſter of a detached redoubt near to the water's 
edge, and whole ſituation appeared to be out of muſquet ſhot of 
the intrenchinent upon the hill: If the enemy ſupported this de- 
tached piece, it would neceſſarily bring on an engagement, what 
we moſt wiſhed for; and if not, I ſhould have it in my power to 
cxamine their ſituation, ſo as to be able to determine where we 
could beſt attack them. 

Preparations were accordingly made for an engagement. The 
3iſt of Fuly in the forenoon, the boats of the fleet were filled 
with grenadiers, and a part of Brig. Monckton's brigade from the 
point of Levi The two brigades under the Brigadiers Town- 
ſhend and Murray were ordered to be in readineſs to paſs the 
ford, when it ſhould be thought neceſſary. To facilitate the paſ- 


ſage of this corps, the admiral had placed the Centurion in the 


channel, ſo that ſhe might check the fire of the lower battery which 
commanded the ford: This ſhip was of great uſe, as her fire was 
very judiciouſly directed. A great quantity of artillery was placed 
upon the eminence, ſo as to batter and enfilade the left of their 
intrenchments. 

From the veſſel which run a ground, neareſt in, I obſerved 
that the redoubt was too much commanded to be kept without 
very great lots ; and the more, as the two armed ſhips could not 
be brought near enough to cover both with their artillery and 
muſquetry, which I at firſt conceived they might. But as the 
enemy ſeemed in ſome confuſion, and we were prepared for an 
aQion, I thought it a proper time to make an attempt upon their 
intrenchments. Orders were ſent to the Brigadiers Generals to 
be ready with the corps under their command. Brig. Monciton 
to land, and the Brigadiers Townſhend and Murray to paſs the 
ford. 

At a proper time of the tide, the ſignal was made, but in row- 
ing towards the ſhore, many of the boats grounded upon a ledge 
that runs off a conſiderable diſtance. This accident put us into 
ſome dilorder, loſt a great deal of time, and obliged me to ſend 
an officer to ſtop Brig. Towrn/hend's march, whom I then obſerv- 
ed to be in motion. hile the ſeamen were getting the boats on, 
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caſt of the river, and encamped at Point Levi. The ſqua- 
dron under Admiral Holmes made movements up the river 
for ſeveral days ſucceſſively, in order to draw the enemies 

attention 


—— 


the enemy fired a number of ſhells and ſhot, but did no conſide- 
rable damage. As ſoon as this diſorder could be ſet a little to 
rights, and the boats were ranged in a proper manner, ſome of 
the officers of the navy went in with me, to find a better place 
to land: we took one flat-bottomed boat with us to make the ex- 
periment, and as ſoon as we had found a fit part of the ſhore, the 
troops were ordered to diſembark, thinking it not yet too late for 
the attempt. 

The 13 companies of grenadiers, and 200 of the ſecond Royal 
American battalion, got firſt on ſhore. The grenadiers were or- 
dered to form themſelves into four diſtin& bodies, and to begin 
the attack, ſupported by Brig. Monckton's corps, as ſoon as the 
troops had paſſed the ford, and were at hand to aſſiſt. But whe- 
ther from the noiſe and hurry at landing, or from ſome other 
cauſe, the grenadiers, inſtead of forming themſelves as they were 
directed, ran on impetuouſly towards the enemy's intrenchments 
in the utmoſt diforner and confuſion, without waiting for the 
corps which were to ſuſtain them, and join in the attack. Brig. 
Monckton was not landed, and Brig. Townſhend was ſtill at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, though upon his march to join us, in very 
great order. The grenadiers were checked by the enemy's firſt 
fire, and obliged to ſhelter themſelves in or about the redoubt, 
which the French abandoned upon their approach. In this ſitua- 
tion they continued for ſome time, unable to form under ſo hot 


a fire, and having many gallant officers wounded, who (careleſs 


of their perſons) had been ſolely intent upon their duty. I faw 
the abſolute neceſſity of calling them off, that they might form 
themſelves behind Brig. Monckton's corps, which was now landed, 
and drawn up on the beach, in extreme good order. 

By this new accident, and this ſecond delay, it was near night, 
a ſudden ſtorm came on, and the tide began to make ; ſo that I 
thought it moſt adviſeable, not to perſevere in ſo difficult an at- 
tack, leſt (in caſe of a repulſe) the retreat of Brig. Townſhend's 
corps might be hazardous and uncertain. 

Our artillery had a great effect upon the enemy's left, where 
Brigadiers Townſhend and Murray were to have attacked; and, 
it is probable that if thoſe accidents T have ſpoken of, had not 
happened, we ſhould have penetrated there, whilſt our left and 
centre (more remote from our artillery) muſt have bore all the 


violence of their muſquetry. 
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attention as far from the town as poſſible. This ſucceeded 
in ſome meaſure; for, though it could not perſuade the 
Marquis de Montcalm to quit his poſt, it induced him to 


detach 


The French did not attempt to interrupt our march. Some of 
their ſavages came down to murder ſuch wounded as could not be 
brought off, and to ſcalp the dead, as their cuſtom is. 

Ihe place where the attack was intended, has theſe advanta- 
ges over all others hereabout. Our artillery could be brought in- 
to uſe. The greateſt part, or even the whole of the troops, 
might act at once. And the retreat (in caſe of repulſe) was ſe- 
cure, at leaſt for à certain time of the tile Neither one or other 
of theſe advantages can any where eiſe be found. The enemy 
were indeed poſted upon a commanding eminence. The beach 
upon which the troops were drawn up, was of deep mud, with 
holes, and cut by ſeveral gullics. Ihe hill to be aſcended very 
ſteep, and not every where practicable. The enemy numerous in 
their intrenchments, and their fire hot. If the attack had ſuc- 
ceeded, our loſs muſt certainly have been great, and their's in- 
conſiderable, from the ſhelter which the neighbouring woods at- 
forded them. The river St. Charles ſtill remained to be paſſed, 
before the town was inveſted. All theſe circumſtances 1 conſi- 
dered ; but the deſire to act in conformity to the King's intenti— 
ons, induced me to make this trial, perſuaded that a victorious 
army finds no dithculties. 

The enemy have been fortifying ever ſince with care, fo as to 
make a ſecond attempt ſtill more dangerous. 


Immediately after this check, T ſent Brig. Murray above the 
town with 1200 men, direCting him to aſſiſt Rear Admiral Holmes 
in the deſtruction of the French ſhips (if they could be got at) in 
order to open a communication with Gen. Amher/f. The Briga - 
dier was to ſeek every favourable opportunity of fighting ſome of 
the enemy's detachments, prvoided he could do it upon tolerable 
terms, and to uſe all the means in his power to provoke them to 
attack him. He made two different attempts to and upon the 
North ſhore without ſucceſs; but in a third was more fortunate. 
He landed unexpeQtedly at De Chambaud, and burnt a magazine 
there, in which were ſome proviſions, ſome ammunition, and all 
the ſpare ſtores, clothing, arms, and baggage, of their army. 
Finding that their ſhips were not to be got at, and little proſ- 
pect of bringing the enemy to a battle, he reported his ſituation 
to me, and 1 ordered him to join the army. 

The priſoners he took informed him of the ſurrender of the 
fort of Niagara; and we diſcovered, by intercepted letters, that 


the 
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detach M. de Bougainville with 1500 men to watch their 
motions, and to proceed along the weſtern ſhore of the 
river, whilſt the Engliſh army directed its march the ſame 
way on the eaſtern bank. 


When 


the enemy had abandoned Carillon and Crown Point, were reti- 
red to the iſle Aux Noix ; and that Gen. Amber/? was making pre- 
parations to paſs the Lake Champlain, to fall upon M. de Bourle- 
magque's corps, which conſiſts of three battalions of foot, and as 
many Canadians as make the whole amount to 3000 men. 

'The Admiral's diſpatches and mine would have gone cight or 
ten days ſooner, if IJ had not been prevented from writing by a 
fever. I found myſelf ſo ill, and am itill fo weak; that 1 begged 
the general officers to conſult together for the publick utility. 
They are all of opinion, that (as more ſhips and proviſions have 
now got above the town) they ſhould try, by conveying up a 
corps of 4 or 5000 men (which 1s nearly the whole ſtrength of the 
army, after the points of Levi and Orleans are left in a proper 
[tate of defence) to draw the enemy from their preſent ſituation, 
and bring them to an action. TI have acquieſced in their propoſal, 
and we are preparing to put it in execution.“ 

The Admiral and 1 have examined the town, with a view to a 
general aſſault; but, after conſulting with the chief engineer, 
who is well acquainted with the interior parts of it, and, aſter 
viewing it with the utmoſt attention, we found, that though the 
batteries of the Lower Town might be eaſily f. lenced by the men 
of war, yet the buſineſs of an aſſault would be little advanced by 
that, ſince the few paſſages that lead from the Lower to the Up- 
per Town, are carefully intrenched; and the upper batteries can- 
not be affected by the ſhips, which wal receive conſiderable da- 
mage from them and from the mortars. The Admiral would rea- 
dily join in this, or in any other DIE XI for the publick ſervice z 
but I could not propoſe to him an undertaking of io dangerous a 
nature, and promiling ſo little ſucceſs. 

To the uncommon ſtrength of the country, the enemy have ad- 
ded (for the defence of the river) a great number of floating bat- 
teries and boats. By the vigilance of theſe and the Indians round 
our different poſts, it has been impoſſible to execute any thing by 
ſurprize. We have had almoſt daily ſkirmiſhes with theic Sava- 
ges, in which they are generally defeated, but not without loſs on 
our ſide. 

By the liſt of diſabled officers (many of whom are of rank) you 

may perceive, Sir, that the army is much weakened. By the na- 
ture of the river, the moſt forniidable part of this armament is de- 


prived 
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When Gen. Wolfe ſaw that matters were ripe for action, 
he ordered the ſhips under Admiral Saunders to make a 
feint, as if they propoſed to attack the French in their en- 

trenchments, 


— 


— 


prived of the power of acting, yet we have almoſt the whole force 
of Canada to oppoſe. In this ſituation, there is ſuch a choice of 
dithculties, that Il own myſelf at a loſs how to determine. The 
affairs of Great Britain, I know, require the moſt vigorous mea- 
ſures ; but then the courage of a handful of brave men ſhould be 
exerted only where there is ſome hope of a favourable event. 
However, you may be aſſured, Sir, that the ſmall part of the cam- 

ign which remains, ſhall be employed (as far as I am able) 
tor the honour of his Majeſty and the intereſt of the nation, in 
which I am ſure of being well ſeconded by the Admiral and by the 
Generals. Happy if our efforts here can contribute to the ſucceſs 
of his Majeſty's arms in any other parts of America. 


I have the Honour to be, 
With the greateſt Reſpect, Sir, 
0 
Your moſt obedient, and maſt humble Servant, 


JAMES WOLFF. 


Sterling-Caſtle off Point Lewi, in the River St. Laurence, $th of 
September, 1759. 


. 


N my letter of the 6th of June, I acquainted you I was thep 
off Scutari, ſtanding for the river St. Laurence, On the 26th, 
J had got up, with the firſt diviſion of the fleet and tranſports, as 
far as the middle of the Ifle of Orleans, where I immediately pre- 
pared to land the troops, which I did the next morning. The 
ſame day the ſecond and third diviſions came up, and the troops 
from them were landed likewiſe. 
got thus far without any loſs or accident whatever; but, di- 
rectly after landing the troops, a very hard gale ot wind came on, 
by which many anchors and ſmall boats were loſt, and much da- 
mage received among the tranſports, by their driving on board 
each other. The ſhips that loſt moſt anchors I ſupplied from the 
men of war as far as I was able, and in all other reſpects, gave 
them the beſt aſſiſtance in my power. 


On 
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trenchments, on the Beauport ſhore below the town, and 
by their motions to give this feint all the appearance of a 
reality which it poſſibly could have. This diſpoſition be- 

ing 


— — 


On the 28th, at midnight, the enemy ſent down from Quebec 
ſeven hreſhips ; and though our ſhips and tranſports were fo nu- 
merous, and neceſſarily ſpread to great a part of the channel, we 
towed them all clear and a-ground, without receiving tne leait 
damage from them. The next night Gen. Monchton croſſed the 
river, and landed with his Brigade on the South ſhore, and took 
poſt at Point Levi; and Gen. Wolfe took his on the Weſtmoſt 
Point of the Ifle of Orleans. 

On the 1ſt of July, I moved up between the Points of Orleans 
and Levi; and, it being reſolved to land on the North ſhore, be- 
low the falls of Montmorenci, I placed on the Sth inft. his Majet- 
ty's ſloop the Porcupine, and the Boſcazwen armed veſſel, in the 
channel between Orleans and the North ſhore, to cover that land- 
ing, which took place at night. 

On the 17th, 1 ordered Capt. Rows of the Sutherland, to pro- 
ceed, with the firſt fair wind and night tide, above the town of 
Aue hec, and to take with him his Majeſty's ſhips Diana and Syquir- 
rel, with two armed ſloops, and two catts armed and loaded with 
proviſions. | 

On the 18th, at night, they all got up, except the Diana, and 
gave Gen. Wolfe an opportunity of reconnoitring above the town, 
thoſe ſhips having carried ſome troops with them for that pur- 
poſe. The Diana ran aſhore upon the rocks off Point Lew, and 
received ſo much damage, that I have ſent her to Beton with 27 
fail of American tranſports, (thoſe which received moſt damage in 
the gale of the 27th of June) where they are to be diſcharged ; 
and the Diana, having repaired her damages, is to proceed to 
England, taking with her the maſt ſhips, and what trade may be 
ready to accompany her. 

On the 28th, at midnight, the enemy ſent down a raft of fire- 
ſtages, of near a hundred Radeaux, which ſucceeded no better 
than the fire- ſhips. 

On the 31ſt, Gen. Wolfe determined to land a number of troop: 
above the falls of Montmorenci, in order to attack the enemy's 
lines; to cover which, I placed the Centurion in the channel, be- 
tween the l{le of Orleans and the falls, and ran on ſhore, at high 
water, two catts which I had armed for that purpoſe, againit two 
ſmall batreries and two redoubts, where our troops were to land. 
About fix in the evening they landed, but the General not think- 
ing it proper to perſevere in the attack; ſoon after, part of them 

re- 
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ing made below the town, the General embarked his forces 
about one in the morning, and with Admiral Holmes's di- 
viſion went three leagues further up the river than the in- 

tended 


—— 


6—— —_——— 


re-embarked, and the reſt croſſed the Falls with Gen. Wolfe; 
upon which, to prevent the two catts from falling into the ene- 
my's hands (they being then dry on ſhore) I gave orders to take 
the men out and ſet them on fire, which was accordingly done. 

On the 5th of Auguſt, in the night, I ſent twenty flat-bottom- 
ed boats up the river, to the Sutherland, to embark 1260 of the 
troops, with Brig. Gen. Murray, from a poſt he had taken on the 
ſouth ſhore. I ſent Admiral Holmes up to the Sutherland, to act 
in concert with him, and give him all the aſliſtance the ſhips and 
boats could afford. At the ſame time I directed Admiral Holmes 
to uſe his beſt endeavours to get at, and deſtroy the enemy's ſhips 
above the town; and for that purpoſe I ordered the Lowe/tofe, 
and Hunter ſloop, with two armed ſloops and two catts, with pro- 
viſions, to paſs Quebec and join the Sutherland; but the wind 
holding weſterly, it was the 27th of Auguſt before they got up, 
which was the fourth attempt they had made to gain their paſ- 
ſage. 

On the 25th, at night, Admiral Holmes and Gen. Murray, 
with part of the troops, returned; they had met with, and de- 
ſtroyed a magazine of the enemy's cloathing, ſome gunpowder, 
and other things; and Admiral /{o/mes had been ten or twelve 
leagues above the town, but found it impracticable at that time 
to get farther up. 

Gen. Wolfe having refolved to quit the camp at Montmorencr, 
and go above the town, in hopes of getting between the enemy 
and their proviſions, (ſuppoſed to be in the ſhips there) and by 
that means force them to an action, I ſent up, on the 29th at 
night, the Seahorſe and two armed ſloops, with two catts laden 
with proviſions, to join the reſt above Que bee; and having taken 
off all the artillery, from the camp at Montmorenci, on che 3d 
inſt. in the afternoon the troops embarked from thence, and land- 
ed at Point Levi. The 4th, at night, I ſent all the flat-bottomed 
boats up, and this night a part of the troops will march up the 
ſouth ſhore, above the town, to be embarked in the ſhips and veſ- 
ſels there, and to-morrow night the reſt will follow. Admiral 
Holmes is alſo gone up again to aſſiſt in their future operations, 
and to try, if, with the ailiſtance of the troops, it is practicable to 
get at the enemy's ſhips. | 

As Gen. Wolfe writes by this opportunity, he will give you an 
account of his part of the operations, and his thoughts what bor” 

ther 
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tended place of his landing, in order to amuſe the enemy, 
and conceal his real deſign. Then he put them into boats, 
and fell down filently with the tide, unobſerved by the 
French centinels poſted along the ſhore. The rapidity 
of the current carried theſe boats a little below the intend- 
ed place of attack. The ſhips followed them, and arrived 
juſt at the time which had been concerted to cover their 


landing. 


1 — EY 


— 


thef may be done for his Majeſty's ſervice. The enemy appear 
numerous, and ſeem to be ſtrongly poſted; but let the event be 
what it will, we ſhall remain here as long as the ſeaſon will per- 
mit, in order to prevent their detaching troops from hence againſt 
Gen. Amherſt ; and I ſhall leave cruizers at the mouth of the ri- 
ver, to cut off any ſupplies that may be ſent them, with ſtrict or- 
ders to keep that ſtation as long as poſſible. The town of Quebec 
is not habitable, being almoſt entirely burnt and deſtroyed. 

incloſe you the preſent diſpoſition of the ſhips under my com- 
mand: twenty of the victuallers that failed from England with the 
Echo, are arrived here, one unloaded at Louiſbourg, having re- 
ceived damage in her paſſage out, and another I have heard no- 
thing of. No ſhips of' the enemy have come this way, that I have 
had any intelligence of, ſince my arrival in the river, except one, 
laden with flour and brandy, which was taken by Capt. Drake of 
the Lizard. 

Before Admiral Durell got into the river, three frigates, and 
ſeventeen fail, with proviſions, ſtores, and a few recruits, got 
up, and are thoſe we are fo anxious, if poſſible, to deſtroy. 

Yeſterday I received a letter from Gen. Amber ſt (to whom I 
have had no opportunity of writing ſince I have been in the river) 
dated, Camp of Crown Point, Auguſt 17th, wherein, he only 
deſires I would ſend tranſports and a convoy to New York, to 
carry to England ſix hundred and ſeventy priſoners taken at the 
ſurrender of Niagara. 

I would have wrote to you ſooner from hence, but while my 
diſpatches were preparing, Gen. Wolfe was taken very ill ; he has 
been better ſince, but is ſtill greatly out of order. 

I all very ſoon ſend home the great ſhips, and have the ho- 
20ur to be, 


With the greateſt Reſpect, 
„ 
Yuur moſt obedient, and moſi humble Servant, 


D 4 CHARLES SAUNDERS. 
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landing. Conſidering the darkneſs of the night, and the 


rapidity of the current, this was a very critical operation, 
and it required excellent heads both on the part of the 
marine, and the land ſervice, to preſerve a communicati- 
on, and to prevent a diſcovery and confuſion. 

As the troops could not land at the ſpot propoſed, when 
they were put on ſhore an hill appeared before them ex- 
tremely high and ſteep in its aſcent ; a little path winded 
up this aſcent, ſo narrow that two could not go abreaſt. 
Even this path was intrenched, and a captain's guard de- 
fended it. Theſe difficulties did not abate the hopes of the 
General, or the ardor of the troops. The light infantry 
under Colonel Howe laying hold of ſtumps and boughs of 
trees, pulled themſelves up, diſlodged the guards, and 
cleared the path; and then all the troops ſurmounting eve- 
ry difficulty, gained the top of the hill, and as faſt as they 
aſcended formed themſelves, ſo that they were all in order 
of battle at day break. 

Montcalm, when he heard that the Engliſh had aſcend- 
the hill, and were formed on the high ground at 
the back of the town, ſcarcely credited the intel- 
ligence, and ſtill believed it to be a feint to induce him to 
abandon that ftrong poſt, which had been the object of all 
the real attempts that had been made ſince the beginning 
of the campaign. But he was ſoon, and fatally for him, 
undeceived. He ſaw clearly, that the Englith fleet and ar- 
my were in ſuch a ſituation, that the upper and lower 
town might be attacked in concert, and that nothing but a 
battle could poflibly fave it. Accordingly he determined 
to give them battle, and quitting Beauport, paſled the river 
St. Charles, and formed his troops oppoſite to ours. 

He filled the buſhes that were in his front with detach- 
ments of Indians, and his beſt markſmen, to the number 
of about 1500 ; his regular forces formed his left; his right 
was compoled of the troops of the colony, ſupported by 
two battalions of regulars. The reſt of the Indians and 
Canadians extended on that fide, and attempted to out- 
flank the left of the Engliſh, which was formed to prevent 
that deſign, in a manner which the military men call Po— 
tence ; that is, in a body which preſents two faces to the 
enemy. Here Brigadier General 'Townſhend commanded 
fix regiments, and the Louiſbourg grenadiers were diſpoſ- 
ed in a line to the right of this body, extending to the ri- 

ver. 


Sept. 13. 
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ver. A regiment was drawn up behind the right for a re- 
ſerve. It was formed in eight ſubdiviſions, with large in- 
tervals. The light infantry under Colonel Howe, protect- 
ed the rear and the left. The diſpoſitions on both ſides 
were judicious, and the engagement on both ſides, began 
with ſpirit. 

The Engliſh troops were exhorted to reſerve their fire; 
and they bore that of the enemy's light troops in front, 
which was galling, though irregular, with the utmoſt pa- 
tience and good order, waiting tor the main body of the e- 
nemy, which advanced faſt upon them. At forty yards di- 
ſtance, our troops gave their fire, which took place in its 
full extent, and made a terrible havock among the French. 
It was ſupported with as much vivacity as it was begun, 
and the enemy every where yielded to it ; but juſt in the 
moment, when the fortune of the field began to declare 
itſelf, General Wolfe, in whoſe life every thing ſeemed 
included, fell : General Monckton, the next to him in 
command, fell immediately after, and both were conveyed 
out of the line; the command now devolved on General 
Townſhend. It was at a very critical time. For, though 
the enemy began to fall back, and were much broken, the 
loſs of the two generals was a very diſcouraging circum- 
ſtance, and it required great temper and great exertions to 
ſupport the advantages that had been gained, and to puſh 
them to their proper extent. General Townſhend ſhewed 
himſelf equal to ſo arduous a duty; the troops preſerved 
their ſpirit, and each corps ſeemed to exert itſelf with a 
view to its peculiar character. The grenadiers with their 
bayonets, the Highlanders with their broad ſwords, and the 
reſt of the forces, with a ſteady and continued fire, drove 
the enemy in great diſorder from every poſt, and compleat- 
ed their defeat. During the whole action, Colonel Howe 
with his light infantry covered the left wing in ſuch a man- 
ner, as entirely to fruſtrate the attempts of the enemies In- 
dians and Canadians upon that flank. 

The field now ſeemed to be compleatly decided, when a 
new enemy appeared, which threatened to bring on a freſh 
engagement, and to put all again to the hazard. M. de 
Bougainville, whom the feigned movements of the Engliſh 
troops had drawn up the river, turned back on diſcovering 
their real deſign, and now appeared on the rear of the ee 

* 
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with a body of 2000 may. But fortunately the main bo 
d 2 


. — — —_- —— — a my — 


212 The His roRY of the WAR. 1759. 


of the French was by this time ſo broken and diſperſed, 
that the general was able to eſtabliſh his rear, and to turn 
ſuch an oppoſition on that ſide, that the enemy retired after 
a very feeble attempt. 

In this deciſive action our troops loſt about 500 men; 
on the ſide of the enemy at leaſt 1500 were killed. But 
however glorious this victory was, and however important 
in its conſequences, it muſt be admitted that it was very 
dearly bought. Soldiers may be raiſed ; officers will be 
formed by experience; but the loſs of a genius in war, is a 
loſs which we know not how to repair. The death of 
Wolfe was indeed grievous to his country, but to himſelf 
the moſt happy that can be imagined ; and the moſt to be 
envied by all thoſe who have a true reliſh for military glory. 
Unindebted to family, or connections, unſupported by in- 
trigue or faction, he had accompliſhed the whole buſineſs 
of life at a time, when others are only beginning to appear; 
and at the age of thirty-five, without feeling the weakneſs 
of age or the viciſſitude of fortune, having ſatisfied his honeſt 
ambition, having compleated his character, having fulfilled 
the expectations of his country, he fell at the head of his 
conquering troops, and expired in the arms of victory. 

The circumſtances that attended the death of ſuch a 
perſon, are too intereſting to be paſſed over in filence, and 
they were indeed ſuch as ſpoke the whole tenor of his life. 
He firſt received a wound in his head ; but, that he might 
not diſcourage his troops, he wrapped it up in his handker- 
chief, and encouraged his men to advance; ſoon after he 
received another ball in his belly; this alſo he diſſembled, 
and exerted himſelf as before ; when he received a third in 
his breaſt, under which he at laſt ſunk, and ſuffered himſelf, 
unwillingly, to be carried behind the ranks. As he lay 
ſtruggling with the anguiſh and weakneſs of three grievous 
wounds, he ſeemed only ſollicitous about the fortune of the 
battle. He begged one, who attended him, to ſupport him 
to view the field; but as he found that the approach of 
death had dimmed and confuſed his fight, he deſired an 
officer, who was by him, to give him an account of what 
he ſaw. The officer anſwered, that the enemy ſeemed 
broken ; he repeated his queſtion a few minutes after with 
much anxiety, when he was told that the enemy was totally 
routed, and that they fled in all parts. Then, ſaid he, 
« am ſatisfied 3 and immediately he expired. 


Without 
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Without the ſame advantages, the enemy alſo had an 
heavy loſs in this battle, which, no doubt, contributed to 
their defeat. M. de Montcalm, commander in chief, was 
killed on the ſpot; an officer who had done the higheſt 
ſervices to his country throughout the whole American war, 
and perfectly ſupported his reputation in this laſt ſcene of 
it, having made the moſt perfect diſpoſitions that human 
prudence could ſuggeſt, both before the battle and in the 
engagement. It is ſomething remarkable that in both ar- 
mies, the firſt in command ſhould be killed, and the ſecond 
dangerouſly wounded. But General Monckton happily re- 
covered, the French officer died a little after the battle. 

Five days after the action, the enemy ſeeing that the 
communication between the town and the arm 
was cut off, and that the Engliſh fleet and troops Sept. 18. 
were preparing With all vigour for a ſiege, ſur- 
rendered the city of Quebec upon terms of honour to the 
garriſon, and advantage to the inhabitants, who were pre- 
ſerved in the free exerciſe of their religion, and the poſſeſ- 
ſion of their civil rights, until a general peace ſhould decide 
their future condition. The fortifications of the city were 
in tolerable order; the houſes almoſt totally demoliſhed. 
A garriſon of 5000 men under General Murray, were put 
into the place, with a plenty of proviſions and ammunition 
for the winter. The fleet ſailed to England ſoon after, 


tearing leſt the ſetting in of the froſts ſhould lock them up 
in the river St. Laurence. (a 


Thus 


— — 


* 


(a) The Honourable Gen. Monckton's letter to the Right Honourable 


Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated, River St. Laurence, Camp at Point 
Levi, September 15, 1759. 


S I R, 


Have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that, on the 13th inſtant, 

his Majeſty's troops gained a very ſignal victory, over the 
French, a little above the town of Quebec. General Welfe, ex- 
erting himſelf on the right of our line, received a wound pretty 
early of which he died ſoon after, and I had myſelf the great 
misfortune of receiving one in my right breaſt by a ball, that 
went through part of my Jungs (and which has been cut out un- 
der the blade bone of my ſhoulder) juſt as the French were giv- 
ing way, which obliged me to quit the field. I have therefore, 


Sir 
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'Thus the capital of French America was rendered to the 
Engliſh, after a moſt ſevere campaign of near three months; 
and perhaps, if the whole be conſidered, there never was 

an 


* 


Sir, defired General Townfhend, who now commands the troops 
before the town (and of which I am in hopes he will be ſoon in 
poſſeſſion) to acquaint you with the particulars of that day, and 
of the operations carrying on. I have the honour to be, &c. 
ROB. MONCK TON. 

P. 8. His Majeſty's troops behaved with the greateſt ſteadineſs 
and bravery. 

As the ſurgeons tell me that there is no danger in my wound, 


I am in hopes that I ſhall be toon able to join the army before the 
toven. 


The Honourable Brigadier General Togunſbend's letter to the Right 
Honourable Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated, Camp before Quebec, 
Sept. 20, 1759. 


S I R, 
Have the honour to acquaint you with the ſucceſs of his Ma- 
jeſty's arms, on the 13th inſt. in an action with the — on 
the key to the weſtward of this town 

It being determined to carry the opera rations above the town, 
the Poſts at Point Levi, and PIfle ' Orleans, being ſecured, the 
General marched with the remainder of the force, from Point 
Levi, the 5th and 6th, and embarked them in tranſports, which 
had paſſed the town for that purpoſe. On the 7th, 8th, and gth, 
a movement of the ſhips was made up, by Admiral Helmes, in or- 
der to amuſe the enemy now pot ech along the North ſhore ; ; but 
the traniports being extremely crov ded, and the weather very 
bad, the General thought proper to cantoon halt his troops on 
che South ſhore ; where they were refreſhed, and reimbarked up- 
on the 12th at one in the morning. The light infantry, com- 
manded by Col. /72ve, the regiments of Bragg, Kennedy, Laſcel. es, 
and Anftruther, with a detachment of Highlanders, and the 
American grenadiers, the whole being under the command of 
Brigadiers Monckhton and Mirray, were put into flat-bottomed 
boats, and, after ſome movements of the ſhips, made by Admiral 
Holmes, to draw the attention of the enemy above, the boats fell 

down with the tide, and landed on the North ſhore, within a 
league of Cape Diamond, an hour before day-break : the rapidity 
of the tide of ebb carried them a little below the intended place 
of attack, which obliged the light infantry to ſcramble up a 
woody 
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an enterpriſe of ſuch difficulty carried on with a more gal- 
lant perſeverance, or accompliſhed with more vigour and 
ability. A city ſtrong in ſituation and fortifications, was to 


be 


woody precipice, in order to ſecure the landing the troops by 
diſlodging a captain's poſt, which defended the ſmall intrenched 
path the troops were to aſcend. After a little firing, the light 
infantry gained the top of the precipice, and diſperſed the Cap- 
tain's poſt; by which means, the troops, with a very little loſs 
trom a few Canadians and Indians in the wood, got up, and were 
immediately formed. The boats, as they emptied, were ſent 
back for the ſecond embarkation, which I immediately made. 
Brigadier Murray, who had been detached with Anſtruther's 
battalion to attack the Four Gun Battery upon the lett, was re- 
called by the General, who now ſaw the French army croſſing 
the river St. Charles. General Wolfe thereupon begun to form 
his line, having his right covered by the Louiſbourg grenadiers ; 
on the right of theſe again he afterwards brought Orway's ; to 
the left of the Grenadiers were Bragg's, Kennedy's, Laſcelle's, 
Highlanders, and Anſtruther's ; the right of this body was com- 
manded by B. igadier Moncłton, and the left by Brigadier Murray; 
his rear and left were protected by Col. Howe's Light Infantry, 
who was returned from the Four Gun Battery before- mentioned, 
which was ſoon abandoned to hun. General Montcalm having 
collected the whole of his force from the Beauport ſide, and ad- 
vancing, ſhewed his intention to flank our left, where I was 
immediately ordered with General Amberſ/t's battalion, which I 
formed en potence. My numbers were ſoon after encreaſed by the 
arrival of the two battalions of Royal Americans; and Webb's 
was drawn up by the General, as a reſerve, in eight ſubdiviſions 
with large intervals. The enemy lined the buſhes in their front 
with 1500 Indians and Canadians, and I dare ſay had placed moſt 
of their beſt markſmen there, who kept up a very galling, tho' 
irregular, fire upon our whole line, who bore it with the great- 
eſt patience, and good order, reſerving their fire for the main 
body, now advancing. This fire of the enemy was however 
checked by our poſts in our front, which protected the forming 
our own line. The right of the enemy was compoſed of half of 
the troops of the colony, the battalion of La Sarre, Languedoc, 
and the remainder of their Canadians and Indians. Their centre 
was a column, and formed by the battalions of Bearn and Gui- 
enne. Their left was compoſed of the remainder of the troops 
of the colony, and the battalion of Royal Roufillon. This was, 


ss near as I can gueſs, their line of battle. They brought up 


dM] 


216 The HisTORY of the WAR. 1759. 


be attacked. An army greatly ſuperior in number to the 
beſiegers, was poſted nuder the walls of that city in an im- 
pregnable ſituation. That army was to be forced to a battle 
| againſt 


——_— —— 


two pieces of ſmall artillery againſt us, and we had been able 
to bring up but one gun ; which being admirably well ſerved, 
galled their column exceedingly. My attention to the left will 
not permit me to be very exact with regard to every circumſtance 
which paſſed in the centre, much leſs to the right; but it is 
moſt certain, that the enemy formed in good order, and that 
their attack was very briſk and animated on that fide. Our 
troops reſerved their fire, till within forty yards, which was ſo 
well continued, that the enemy every where gave way. It was 
then our General fell at the head of Bragg's, and the Louiſbourg 
grenadiers, advancing with their bayonets: About the ſame 
time + 0 0th, ſe Monckton received his wound at the head 
of Laſcelles's. In the front of the oppoſite battalion fell alſo 
M. Montcalm ; and his ſecond in command is ſince dead of his 
wounds on board our fleet. Part of the enemy made a ſecond 
faint attack. Part took to ſome thick copſe wood, and ſeemed 
to make a ſtand. It was at this moment, that each corps 
ſeemed in a manner to exert itſelf, with a view to its own pecu- 
liar character. The grenadiers, Bragg's, and Laſcelle's, preſſed 
on with their bayonets. Brigadier Murray, advancing with the 
troops under his command, briſkly compleated their rout on 
this fide; when the Highlanders, ſupported by Anſtruther's, 
took to their broad ſwords, and drove part into the town, and 
part to the works at their bridge on the river St. Charles. 

The action, on our left and rear, was not ſo ſevere. The 
houſes, into which the Light Infantry were thrown, were well 
_ defended, being ſupported by Col. Howe, who taking poſt with 
two companies behind a {mall copſe, and frequently ſallying upon 
the flanks of the enemy during the attack, drove them often into 
ws againſt the front of which body I advanced Platoons of 
Ambher/Ps regiment, which totally prevented the right wing from 
executing their firſt intention. Before this, one of the Royal 
American battalions had been detached to preſerve our communi- 
cation with our boats, and the other being ſent to occupy the 
ground which Brigadier Murray's movement had left open, I re- 
mained with Amber/?'s to ſupport this diſpoſition, and to keep 
the enemy's right, and a body of their ſavages, which waited 
ſtill more towards our rear, oppoſite the poſts of our Light In- 
tantry, waiting for an opportunity to fall upon our rear. 

This, Sir, was the ſituation of things, when I was told, in the 

action, 
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againſt the inclinations of a wiſe and cautious commander. 
A theatre of more than five leagues was to be filled, and 
operations of that extent to be carried on in the eye o the 

ſuperior 


action, that I commanded: I immediately repaired to the centre, 
and finding the purſuit had put part of the troops in diforder, } 
formed them as ſoon as poſſible. Scarce was this effected, when 
M. de Bougainville, with his corps from Cape Rouge of 2000 men, 
appeared in our rear. I advanced two pieces of artillery, and 
two battalions towards him ; upon which he retired. You will 
not, I flatter myſelf, blame me for not quitting ſuch advantageous 
ground, and riſking the fate of fo deciſive a day, by ſeeking a 
treſh enemy, poſted perhaps in the very kind of ground he could 
with for, viz. woods and ſwamps. 

We took a great number of French ofhcers upon the field of 
battle, and one piece of cannon. Their loſs is computed to be 
about 1500 men, which fell chiefly upon their regulars. 

have been employed, from the day of action to that of the 
capitulation, in redoubting our camp beyond inſult, in making a 
road up the precipice for our cannon, in getting up the artillery, 
preparing the batteries, and cutting off their communication with 
the country. The 17th, at noon, before we had any battery 
erected, or could have any for two or three days, a flag of truce 
came out with propolals of capitulation, which I ſent back again 
to the town, allowing them tour hours to capitulate, or no farther 
treaty. The Admiral had, at this time, brought up his large 
ſhips as intending to attack the town. The French Officer returned 
at night with terms of Capitulation, which, with the Admiral. 
were conſide red, agreed to, and ſigned at eight i in the morning, 
the 18th inſtant. The terms we granted, will I flatter myſelf, 
be approved of by his Majelty, conſidering the enemy aſſembling 
in our rear, and what is far more formidable. the very wet and 
cold ſeaſon, which threatened our troops with fic Eneſs, and the 
fleet with ſome accident; it had made our road ſo bad, we could 
not bring up a gun for ſome time; add to this, the advantage of 
entering the town, with the walls in a defenſible itate, and the 
being able to put a garriſon there ftrong enough to pre vent all 
ſurprize. Thete, I hope, will be deemed Calkcievit confiderations 
for rranting them the terms I have the honour to tranſmit to you. 

The ivhabitants of the country came in to us faſt, bringing in 
their arms, and taking the oaths of fidelity, until a general pP2ace 
determines theic ſituation. 

[ have the honoar to incloſe herewith a liſt of the killed and 
wounded ; « lift of the priſoners as perfect as I have yet been able 

Et to 
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ſuperior army, by leſs than 7000 men. In this conteſt with 
ſo many difficulties, one may ſay with nature itſelf, the ge- 
nus of the commander thewed itſelf ſuperior to every thing. 


All 


to get it; and a lift of the artillery and ſtores in the town as well as 
thoſe fallen into our hands at Beauport in conſequence of the vic- 
| tory. By deſerters we learn, that the enemy are re-aſſembling 
what troops they can, behind the Cape Rouge; that M. de Lewy is 
come down from the Montreal ſide to command them; ſome ſay,. 
he has brought two battalions with him ; if ſo, this blow has 
already aſſiſted General Amberſt. By other deſerters, we learn, 
that M. de Bougainville, with 800 men, and proviſions, was on 
his march to fling himſelf into the town the 18th, the very morn- 
ing it capitulated, on which day we had not compleated the in- 
veltiture of the place, as they had broke their bridge of boats, and 
had detachments in very ftrong works on the other ſide the river 
St. Charles. 

| ſhould not do juſtice to the Admiral, and the naval ſervice. 
if I neglected this occaſion of acknowledging how much we are 
indebted for our ſucceſs to the conſtant aſſiſtance and ſupport re- 
ceived from them, and the perfect harmony and correſpondence, 
which has prevailed throughout all our operations, in the uncom- 
mon difficulties, which the nature of this country, in particular, 
preſents to military operations of a great extent, and which no 
army can itſelf ſolely ſupply ; the immenſe labour in artillery, 
ſtores and proviſions; the long watchings and attendance in boats; 
the drawing up our artillery by the ſeamen even in the heat of 
action ; it is my duty, ſhort as my command has been, to ac- 
knowledge, for that time, how great a ſhare the nayy has had 
in this ſucceſsful campaign. 

| have the honour to be, &c. 


GEO, TOWNSHEND. 


Vice Admiral Saunder;'s Letter to the Right Honourable Mr. 
Secretary Pitt. 
SIR, 

1 Have the greateſt pleaſure in acquainting you that the town and 
Citadel of Quebec ſurrendered on the 18th inſtant, and I incloſe 
you a copy of the articles of capitulation. The army took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the gates on the land fide the ſame evening, and ſent 
tafe-guards into the town to preſerve order, and to prevent any 
thing from being deſtroyed ; and Capt. Palliſer, with a body of 
teamen, landed in the lower town, and did the fame. The next 
gay our army marched in, and near a thouſand French officers, 
ſoldiers 
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All the diſpoſitions to that daring but judicious attempt, 
near Sillery, which at laſt drew Montcalm from his en- 
trenchments, were ſo many maſter pieces in the art of war. 


But 


ſoldiers and ſeamen, were embarked on board ſome Engliſh catts, 
who ſhall ſoon proceed for France, agreeable to the capitulation. 

I had the honour to write to you the 5th inſt. by the Rodney 
cutter. The troops, mentioned in that letter, imbarked on board 
the ſhips and veſſels above the town, in the night of the 6th inſt. 
and at four in the morning of the 13th began to land on the 
north ſhore, about a mile and a half above the town. General 
Montcalm with his whole army, left their camp at Peauport, and 
marched to meet him. A little before ten both armies were form- 
ed, and the enemy began the attack. Our troops received their 
fire, and reſerved their own, advancing till they were fo near 
as to run in upon them, and puſh them with their bayonets ; 
by which, in a very little time, the French gave way, and fled 
to the town in the utmoſt diſorder, and with great loſs; for 
our troops purſued them quite to the walls, and killed many of 
them upon the glacis, and in the ditch ; and if the town. had 
been further off the whole French army muſt have been deſtroyed, 
About 250 French priſoners were taken that day, among whom 
are ten captains, and fix ſubaltern officers, all of whom will go 
in the great ſhips to England. 

] am ſorry to acquaint you, that General Wolfe was killed in 
the action; and General Monckton ſhot through the body; but 
he is now ſuppoſed to be out of danger. General Montcalm, 
and the three next French officers in command, were killed ; 
but I muſt refer you to General Town/hend (who writes by this 
opportunity) for the particulars of this action, the ſtate of the 
garriſon, and the meaſures he is taking for keeping poſſeſſion 
of it. I am now beginning to ſend on ſhore the ſtores they 
will want, and proviſions for five thouſand men; of which 1 
can furniſh them with a ſufficient quantity. 

'The night of their landing, Admiral Holmes, with the ſhips 
and troops, was about three leagues above the intended landing 
place: General Wolfe, with about half his troops, ſet off in 
boats, and dropped down with the tide, and were by that means, 
leſs liable to be diſcovered by the French centinels, poſted all 
along the coaſt. The ſhips followed them about three quarters 
of' an hour afterwards, and got to the landing-place juſt in the 


time that had been concerted, to cover their landing; and conſi— 


dering the darkneſs of the night, and the rapidity of the current, 
this was a very critical operation and very properly and fucceſs- 
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But it is certain, that theſe things, notwithſtanding the ex- 
traordinary abilities of the general, could never have been 
compaſſed, had not the marine co-operated with an unani- 
mity, diligence, and ſkill, which never could have taken 
place, but from that pertect love to their country, that ani- 
mated all thoſe that were concerned in this expedition. 
Here was no murmuring nor diſcontent, nor abſurd jealon- 
ly ; no mean competition between the land and fea-fervice ; 
but the moſt zealous endeavours to ſecond each others ef- 
forts, and tne moſt generous inclinations on each fide, to 
give a due praiſe to their mutual ſervices. 

When the news of this deciſive action arrived in England, 
we all remember, though it is very difficult to deſcribe, the 
various and mixed emotions with which every one was af- 
fected. But two days before this came, was received the 
expreſs which General Wolfe had ſent off after the affair 
of Montmorenci. When the general doubted, the public 
thought they had reaſon to deſpair. But whilſt this gloom 
was freſh and in the midit of the general deſpondency, a 
ſecond expreſs arrives, and brings all at once an account of 

the 


fully conducted. When Genera! Molfe, and the troops with him, 
had landed, the difficulty of gaining the top of the hill is ſcarce 
credible; it was very ſteep in its aſcent, and high, and no path 
where two could go a- breaſt: but they were obliged to pull them- 
ſelves up by the ſtumps and boughs of trees, that covered the 
declivity. 

Immediately after our victory over their troops, I ſent up all 
the boats in the fleet with artillery, and ammunition ; and on 
the 17th went up with the men of war in a diſpoſition to attack 
the lower town, as ſoon as General Townſhend ſhould be ready to 
attack the upper; but in the evening they ſent out to the camp 
and offered terms of capitulation. 

[ have the farther pleaſure of acquainting you, that during 
this tedious campaign there has continued a perfect good un- 
derſtanding between the army and the navy. I have received 
great aſſiſtance from Admirals Durell and Holmes, and from all the 
captains : Indeed every body has exerted themſelves in the execu- 
tion of their duty: even the tranſports have willingly aſſiſted me 
with boats and pcople on the landing the troops, and many other 


lervices. 


J have the honour to be, &c. 


CHARLES SAUNDERS. 


GENERAL WOOLFE. 
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the victory, the taking of Quebec, and the death of Gene- 
ral Wolfe. The effect of ſo joyful news, immediately on 
ſuch a dejection, and then the mixture of grief and pity, 
which attended the public congratulations and applauſes, 
was very ſingular and affe Sing. The ſort of mourning 
triumph, that manifeſted itſelf on that occaſion, did equal 
honour to the memory of the General, and to the huma- 
nity of the nation. 

A little circumſtance was talked of at that time, and it de- 
ſerves to be recorded, as it ſhews a firmneſs of ſentiment, 
and a juſtneſs of thinking, in the lower kind of people, 
that is rarely met with even amongſt perſons of education. 
he mother of General Wolfe was an object marked out 
for pity by great and peculiar diſtreſs; the public wound 
pierced her mind with a particular affliction, who had ex- 
perienced the dutiful fon, the amiable domeſtic character, 
whilſt the world admired the accompliſhed officer. Within 
a few months ſhe had loft her huſband ; ſhe now loſt this 
ſon, her only child. The populace of the village where 
ſhe lived unanimouſly agrecd to admit no illuminations or 
firings, or any other ſign of rejoycing whatſoever near her 
houſe, leſt they ſhould ſeem by an ill-timed triumph, to 
inſult over her grief. There was a juſtneſs in this, and 
whoever knows the people, knows that they made no 
{mall facrihce on this occaſion, 

The nation, which never ſuffers any public ſervice to 
paſs unrewarded, proceeded to honour the merits of the 
living and of the dead. The miniſter himſelf made the 
mot1on ior this purpole in the houſe of commons, and all 
the force of eloquence was diſplayed in ſetting off theſe 
ſervices in their proper light. A magnificent monument 
was voted for the deceaſed Czeneral in Weſtminſter Abbey; 
the living Generals and Admirals received the greateſt of 
honours, the thanks of their country, by their repreſen- 
tatives. 

It is not known with certainty in what manner the 
French diſpoſed of the remainder of their army after the 
battle of Quebec. It is probable that they retired towards 
Montreal and Trois Rivieres, the only places of any con- 
ſequence which they had leit in Canada. In order to de- 
prive them of ſubſiſtence in any attempt they might be in- 
duced to make towards the recovery of Quebec in the 
winter, thc country along the river was laid waſte for a 


very 
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very conſiderable extent. A meaſure, which for the ſake 


of humanity, we could have wiſhed not to have been found 
neceſſary. 

Whilſt the operations were thus ſucceſsfully carried on 
in the river St. Laurence, General Amherſt was not want- 
ing in his endeavours on the fide of Lake Champlain. 
Though the retreat of the French from Crown Point and 
Ticonderoga had left him entirely maſter of Lake George, 
he found that the command of Lake Champlain was till 
an object of ſome difficulty. Mr. Bourlemaque, who com- 
manded in that part, had retired to the Iſle de Noix, at the 
bottom of the lake, where he had three thouſand five 
hundred men ſtrongly entrenched; he had likewiſe four 
ſtout armed ſloops, by which he could eaſily defeat any 
attempts by boats, 

General Amherſt found it neceſſary to atiain a naval ſu- 
periority upon the Champlain, betore he could hope to puſh 
his operations any further; but this was a work of ſo much 
time, that it made it abſolutely impoſſible to attain the 
great end of the campaign, the communication with Ge- 
neral Wolfe, who was left in the manner we have ſeen to 


the exertion of his ſingle ſtrength. 'The naval preparations 


were not perfectly accompliſhed before the 1oth of Octo- 
ber. They conſiſted of a great radeau, eighty four feet in 
length, and twenty in breadth, which carried fix twenty- 
four pounders; the reſt conſiſted of a brigantine and a 
ſloop. 
Covered by theſe the army was embarked in boats in a 
moſt excellent diſpoſition, and proceeded a conſi— 
OR. 11. derable way up the lake; but as the ſeaſon was 
tar advanced, and the weather growing cold and 
tempeſtuous, he judged it highly dangerous to venture his 
troops much upon the water in open batteaux; for the 
waves run as high on this lake as at ſea in an hard gale of 
wind. Beſides, he could not hope at this advanced ſeaſon 
to act at ſuch a diſtance as the Ifle de Noix with any effec ; 
he therefore wiſely poſtponed his operations on that fide to 
another year, and contented himſelf for the preſent with 
the efforts of his little marine, which exerted itſelf with 
great activity; they blocked up two of the enemies ſtrong- 
eſt veſſels in a bay, but the French abandoned 
Oct. 15. them in the night, and ſunk them in a deep wa- 
ter, the crews making their eſcape; theſe they 
were 
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were in hopes to weigh up. The French appearing no 
where to oppoſe them, the armed ſloops returned 
to Crown Point ſoon after the troops, which were OQ. 21. 
diſpoſed in winter quarters. 
The memorable and vigorous campaign of 1759, which 
; made full amends for the inactivity of the former, was thus 
f happily cloſed. By the taking of Niagara, Ticonderago, 
and above all, Quebec, the French, in the little remaining 
6 part of Canada, are inveſted upon every ſide. The troops 
which they have under Mr. Levy at Montreal, and thoſe 
under Mr. Bourlemaque at Iſle de Noix, can neither be 
recruited with men, nor properly ſupplied with militar 
ſtores, all communication with France being cut off. So 
that in the opening of the next campaign, if they are at- 
tacked with vigour from the ſide of Quebec, whilſt Gene- 
ral Amherſt advances with his body by Lake Champlain, of 
which he has now the entire dominion, the reſiſtance will 
be no more than ſufficient to give reputation to the con- 
queſt; and it will depend more upon our own ſentiments 
of convenience what part of North America we ſhall leave 
to France, than to any efforts they may make in that part 
of the world; happy if our European ſyſtem ſhould fo 
far concur, as to leave us free to conclude a; peace in 
America upon its own merits. ” 2 


CHAP. VIII. : 


Prince Henry's march into Saxony. General Vehla defeated. 
King of Pruſſia enters Saxony. Pruſſians defeated at 
Maxen. Again defeated at Meiſſen. M. Daun occupies 
the camp at Pirna. - Munſter ſurrenders to the allies. 
Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick defeats the Duke of 


Wurtemburg at Fulda, March of the Hereditary Prince 
of Brunſwick ts Saxony. 


E took notice, in the preceeding part of our narra- 
tive, of that movement of the King of Pruſſia, by 
which he got between the Ruſſians and Great Glogau, and 
thereby baffled their deſign upon that important place. This 
movement, at once daring, prudent and neceſlary, hindered 
the Ruſſians from taking winter quarters in his dominions ; 


but at the ſame time it unavoidably cut off all communica- 
don with the army of Prince Henry: 


That 
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That Prince, ſeeing that he could not ſecond the opera- 
tions of the King, his brother, on the ſide of Sileſia, con- 
trived another expedient of co-operating with him, which 
was immediately to direct his march towards Saxony. 
There was no object, the poſſeſſion of which was more 
intereſting; on that account it was very proper; but this 
march an{wered allo another end; for it drew the attention 
of M. Daun to the fide of Saxony, and difabled him 
from aſſiſting the deſigns of the Ruſſians againſt Glogau, 
either with his whole army, or with any confiderat; le de- 
tachment from it. The whole country of Lufatia, through 
which this projected march lay, was in a manner over {pi -ead 
with the enemy. M. Daun, with the main army of the 
Auſtrians, lay at a place called Sorau, oppoſite to the prince's 
camp. Five bodies of Ruſſians occupied as many advanta- 
geous poſts between the Bober and the Neiſs. General 
Laudohn poſſeſſed the whole country along the Spree, with 
ſeveral Auſtrian corps. To get round M. Daun, it was 
neceſſary to make a vaſt circuit, and to march between 
the Auſtrian and Ruſſian armies tor more than ſixty Englith 
miles. 

Before the prince entered upon this arduous deſign, by 
ſeveral bold movements he obliged M. Daun to retreat 
irom Sorau to Gorlitz, and from Gorlitz, as far as Bautz en, 
e ee himſelf as much as poſſible between the prince and 

axony. But his Royal Highneſs, having perceived the 
direction in which M. Daun was moving, made a com- 
paſs to the northward of the Auſtrians, into the Lower 
Luſatia, paſſed the Neiſs at Rothenburg, and marching 

with the utmoit expedition arrived at Hoyers 
Sept. 25. Werda in two days from his leaving his poſts near 

Zittau. This rapid merch brought them quite 
unexpected upon a body of five or fix thouſand Auftrian 
irregulars, commanded by General Vehla, who were ittu- 
ated in all fecuricy behind the town. They were routed 
with no ſmall flaughter. Having diſlodged this corps, the 
prince's army had Teiſure to repole tne: nielyes after ſuch a 
latiguing march, for two days; ard then continued their 

progreſs towards the ifIbe, which river they 
Oct. 2. croſſed at Torgau, having received notice th at 


M. Daun had l it before t! 'Yreiden. 
Thus was the grand theatre of the war trans- 
ferred into Saxony, and that miſerable c nually 
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harraſſed, continually toſſed from hand to hand, the ſport 
of violence and fortune, fuffered equal diſtreſſes from its 
deliverers and its enemies. 

The Pruſſian army, from the beginning of this war, has 
been particularly diſtinguiſhed for its marches; and there 
is certainly nothing in all the various operations of war, 
which more particularly diſtinguiſhes good troops, and able 
and ſpirited leaders. But this march of prince Henry over 
ſuch a tract of country, almoſt every where occupied b 
the enemy, in fo ſhort a time, and with fo little loſs, is 
perhaps one of the moſt extraordinary, and the beſt con- 
ducted, of the marches, that have been made by the Pruſ- 
fan, or any other army. 

This fortunate ſtroke, together with the retreat of the 
Ruſſians, afforded ſome hope, that notwithſtanding his re- 
peated diſaſters, the King of Pruſha might ſtill conclude 
the campaign to his advantage. The detachments under 
Finck and Wunſch had no ſooner entered Miſnia, than 
they attained a ſuperiority over the united armies of Au- 
ſtria and the Empire; all the places which in ſo ſhort a 
time they had ſeized, in as ſhort a time were reduced to 
the obedience of their former maiters. Wunſch had en- 
gaged their army, and defeated one of its wings. This 
victory gave them the poſſeſſion of every thing to the gates 
of Dreſden, the only town which remained to the enemy 
of all thoſe they had taken. They found themſelves unable 
to prevent prince Henry from paſſing the Elbe; they found 
themſelves unable to prevent General Hulſen from coming 
to his relief with a conſiderable detachment ; they found 
themſelves unable to prevent the King from 
joining himſelf to thoſe ; when, after obliging the Nov. 12. 
Ruſſians to evacuate Sileſia, he marched to their 
relief, leaving General Itzenplitz, with a part of his army, 
to keep the Ruſſians from availing themſelves of his abſence. 
On this the army of the empire retired. M. Daun fell 
back towards Dreſden. All the King of Pruſſia's poſts 
were left unmoleſted, and after all his loſſes, and all his ne- 
ceſſary detachments, he ſtill ſaw himſelf at the head of a 
gallant army of ſixty thouſand men, in high ſpirits, and 
ready to execute the moſt deſperate of his orders, notwith- 
ſtanding the advanced ſeaſon, and the great extremity of 
the cold. 
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It is true, that M. Daun was ſuperior to him in num- 
bers, and yet more ſo in ſituation. He could at any time 
take poſſeſſion of the famous camp at Pirna, where he 
could not be attacked with any proſpe& of ſucceſs; but 
then the freezing of the Elbe, the ſnow on the mountains 
which divide Bohemia from Saxony, and the continual mo- 
leſtations which might be expected from the Pruſſian par- 
ties, made this ſituation as dangerous, in ſome reſpects, as 
it was deſirable in others. 

It was the opinion of many, that theſe advantages on 
the ſide of the King of Pruſſia, well purſued without aim— 
ing at more, would in a ſhort time infallibly have obliged 
M. Daun to relinquiſh his ſtrong poſt, and to retire into 
Bohemia, abandoning Dreſden, and with it all the fruits 
of his victorious campaign. But the King, poſſeſſed by 
an idea of the ill ſituation of the Auſtrians, thought that 
advantages of greater moment, and more deciſive, might 
be drawn from it. He knew, that the paſſes into Bohemia 
were ſo difficult, that by ſome poſts properly choſen and 
ſtrongly guarded, the ſubſiſtence of the Auſtrians might be 
made impracticable, and even their retreat rendered fo 
difficult, that M. Daun would find himſelf compelled to 
fight at a diſadvantage, and to put to the hazard of the 
field, all that his caution and prudence had been ſo long 
and ſo painfully procuring. 

Upon this plan the King, having obliged M. Daun to 
retreat as far as Plauen, advanced himſelf as far as Keſlel- 
dorf; and ordered General Finck, with a ſtrong corps, to 
turn the Auſtrians, and ſeize the defiles of Maxen and Ot- 
tendorf, through which alone it ſeemed poſſible for the 
Auſtrians to communicate with Bohemia. This was fo 
ſucceſsfully executed, that there appeared no doubt that 
the King had effectually ſecured one of his principal ob- 


jets, and had placed Daun between two fires. 


Whilſt the Pruſſians enjoyed this ſecurity, M. Daun, 
who was aware of their deſign, had ſo occupied all the 
eminences about this rough and dangerous place, and all 
the paſſes into it, that the Pruſſians were hardly attacked, 
when their defeat ſeemed inevitable. It is probable that 
they had got too far into theſe defiles, and had not taken 
proper meaſures to ſecure a retreat, or any ſort of com- 
munication with the grand army. They became too late 
ſenſible of their ſituation, and they made, for a whole day, 


the 


TS * 


1759. The HisToRY of the Wan. 227 


the moſt intrepid efforts to diſengage themſelves from it ; 
but they were foiled in every attempt, with conſiderable 
loſs of men, and of the moſt part of their artillery. 

Night put a ſtop to the engagement ; the Auſtrians em- 
ployed it effectually, to entangle the Pruſſians, by guarding | 
with double ſtrength and vigilance, every avenue through 
which it was poſſible for them to eſcape. S0 
that when the morning appeared, they ſaw the Nov. 26. 
hills covered upon every ſide with great bodies 
of their enemies, and every defile preſented a wall of 
hayonets, through which it was impoſſible to penetrate, 
'Thus galled with the loſſes of the preceding day, in which 
it is ſaid they had exhauſted almoſt all their ammunition, 
{tripped of the greateſt part of their cannon, ſurrounded by 
the enemy on all quarters, no reſource, no proſpect of re- 
lief appearing, the army loſt all hope, and all ſpirit. 'To 
make any cfforts in this condition, General Finck thought 
would only be to throw away unprofitably the lives of many 
brave men, which might be reſerved for a more hopetul 
occaſion ; he therefore, notwithſtanding the known rigour 
of his maſter, the apparent ſhame of the thing, and the 
thouſand circumſtances of embarraſſment that muſt have 
ariſen to a man of honour at ſuch a juncture, came to a 
reſolution of ſurrendering the whole army priſoners of war. 
Nineteen battalions and thirty-five ſquadrons, compoſing 
near twenty thouſand men by the Auſtrian account, above 
twelve by the Pruſſian confeſſion, ſixty-four pieces of 
cannon, many ſtandards and colours were taken on this 
occaſion. 

It was unqueſtionably the greateſt blow which the Pruſ- 
tans had felt from the beginning of the war; conſidering 
the critical time, the numbers taken, and the loſs of repu- 
tation, which aroſe from the manner in which they were 
taken. It is no wonder, that ſuch an extraordinary advan- 
tage, thus cheaply obtained, ſhould greatly have elevated 
the friends of the houſe of Auſtria, They had put the 
cheat upon the Pruſſians, they had caught their enemy in 
the very trap which they had laid, as they thought, with 
ſuch addreſs for them. They had now received a full in- 
demnification for the capture of the Saxon army, which 
had ſurrendered in much the ſame manner, and very 
near this place, in the year 1756. 
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The King of Pruſſia had not time to recover from this 
ſtroke, under which he was yet ſtaggering, when he receiv- 
ed another blow, and a ſevere one. General Durceke was 

| Poſted at the right of the Elbe, oppoſite to Meiſ- 
Dec. 4. ſen; but on the approach of a large body of Au- 
ſtrians, they prepared to retreat over the river 
into that place into which they thourht their retreat ſecure ; 
but having been obliged by an hard froſt to withdraw their 
bridge of boats, a thaw ſupervening, when they attempted 
to lay a bridge of pontoons, ſo many great fragments of ice 
floated in the river, that they found it impracticable ; they 
were therefore under the neceſſity of paſſing over their 
army in boats. Whilſt they ſtruggled with theſe difficul- 
ties, their rear guard was attacked by the Auſtrians with 
great fury, and all the men that compoſed it, together with 
the General, were killed or made priſoners. The loſs of 
the Pruſſians on this occaſion is ſaid to have been three 
thouſand killed and taken; and this ſecond ſurprize brought 
a new diſcredit, as well as a great detriment to the Pruſſian 
arms. 

M. Daun was not ſo carried away with this flood of ſuc- 
ceſs, as to depart in the leaſt degree from his uſual cauti- 
ous management. Two advantages were now obtained, 
which, with a very few efforts, might be improved, to the 
entire deſtruction of the King of Pruſſia. At leaſt, many 
Generals would have thought ſo; but M. Daun thought 


that the ſame conduct, which, with no riſque, and with 


little loſs, had reduced the King ſo low, was the moſt likely, 
if purſued, to bring on his entire ruin. He reſolved to give 
that monarch no ſort of chance to recover his fortune ; 
Daun, after the two great victories of the Ruſſians his 
allies, after the two great victories he had himſelf newly 
obtained, retired behind Dreſden; and as if he had been 
beaten, as often as he was victorious, he took re{uge in 
the impregnable camp at Pirna, having ſo diſpoſed matters, 
that the King of Pruſſia, now too weak to fend out any 
great detachments, could not prevent his communication 
with Bohemia. 

Whilſt the King of Pruſſia carried on his unſucceſsful 
campaign in Saxony, through all the rigours of the ſevereſt 
winter tor many years felt in Europe; the army ot the al- 
lies kept the field with better fortune. It is true, things 
had been ſo diſpoſed by the obſtinate reſiſtance of Munſter, 

x and 
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and the reinforcements which arrived in the French army, 
that Prince Ferdinand did not find himſelf in a condition 
to force them to a deciſive action; and therefore the ſitu- 
ation of the two armies had continued much the ſame for 
a conſiderable time. At length Munſter, after a ſeries of 
operations, ſometimes a ſiege, ſometimes a bloc- 

kade, now broken off, and now reſumed, at laſt Nov. 20. 
ſurrendered, and the garriſon capitulated for their 

liberty. 

Not long after this, the Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick, 
all whoſe enterpriſes are diſtinguiſhed with a peculiar eclat 
and fplendor, that mark them for his own, performed a ſer- 
vice that curbed the French, even more than the loſs of 
Munſter. Prince Charles of Bevern was alſo engaged in 
this deſign; | 

The Duke of Wurtemburg had renewed his treaty of 
ſubſidy with France, and having recruited and augmented 
his troops, he lay at Fulda, a great way to the right of the 
French army. 'The Hereditary Prince formed a deſign to 
attack him at that diſtance. 

On the 28th of November, taking a ſmall, but well 
choſen corps of horſe and foot, and diſengaging them from 
their baggage, he arrived in two days at Fulda, where the 
Wurtemburgers enjoyed themſelves in full ſecurity. A fer 
de joye had been ordered for that day ; the troops were all 
in their beſt cloaths; the Duke had invited all the ladies in 
the town to his table, and to a ball, which he intended to 
have given that very day ; but the Hereditary Prince dil- 
concerted their meaſures, both of war and diverſion. A 
large party of the Wurtemburg troops were poſted in a 
plain before the town. The Hereditary Prince fell upon 
them unawares in their front and flank, and drove them 
into the town, into which he cloſely purſued them. Here 
they made ſome appearance of maintaining their ground 
for ſome minutes, but they were ſoon drive out on the 
other fide, and hotly purſued by the Prince of Brunſwick ; 
without the town they were met by Prince Charles of Be- 
vern, who had made a compats about the place, and at- 
tacked them vigorouſly as ſoon as they had got out of it. 
Four battalions made ſome reſiſtance, and were all cut to 
pieces or made priſoners; the reſt, with the Duke himſelf 
covered by the reſiſtance of theſe battalions, made a ſhift 
to eſcape. Above a thouſand priſoners were made on this 


occaſion. 
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occaſion ; and the Prince returned to the camp of the allies, 
after having effectually diſabled this corps from performing 
any thing conſiderable; and this action was of the greateft 
conſequence, as, by the diſpoſition of that corps at Fulda, 
there was an appearance as if the French meant to form a 
communication with the army of the Empire, for the 
mutual extenſion and ſecurity ot their winter quarters. 

This enterpriſe was only the prelude to another, which 
promiſed to be much more extenſive in its conſequences. 
The ſeaſon was now grown too ſevere to ſuffer the allies 
to puſh any further the advantages they had obtained over 
the French; at the ſame time it diſabled the French from 
attempting any thing conſiderable againſt them. Beſides 
theſe advantages of the ſeaſon, by poſſeſſing Munſter, the 
allies were no longer obliged to keep ſo large a body of men 
in Weſtphalia. Theſe were the conſiderations which ſuf- 
fered Prince Ferdinand to turn his eyes to the diſtreſſed 
ſlate of the King of Pruſſia's affairs. After the two great 
blows which that monarch had ſuffered, there was no hope 
of diſlodging M. Daun with his ſingle force; and he was 
ntterly unable to avail himſelf as heretofore, of the rigour 
of the ſeaſon, to ſtrike a deciſive blow. Prince Ferdinand, 
diſtant as he was from his diſtreſſed ally, and ſo near to an 
enemy ſuperior in numbers, did not heſitate to fend him 
ſuccours, to enable him, if poſſible, to make a final effort. 
He detached therefore 12,000 of his beſt men, and placed 
them under the command of the Hereditary Prince, with 
whoſe vigour and diligence he was perfectly acquainted, 
and under whom he knew the ſoldiers would endure any 
oa hardſhip with cheartulneſs. They marched from 

' Korldorft, and in the depth of the late ſevere 
ſeaſon, without loſing a man by ſickneſs or deſertion, in 
fifteen days, marched near three hundred miles, and join- 
cd the King of Pruſſia at Freybourg. 

This junction raiſed for a while the ſp:rits and hopes of 
the Pruſhan army, but, in effect, it did more honour to 
the abilities of the Hereditary Prince, than ſervice to the 
King. The ſeaſon which tought equally againſt all ſides, 
the inacceſſible camp at Pirna, and the caution of M. Daun, 
rendered it impoſſible for the King, notwithſtanding this re- 
inforcement, to make any attempt. So that after ſeveral 
movements in hopes of bringing the Auſtrians to an en- 
gagement, he was obliged at length to deſiſt, and to ſuffer 
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the ſhattered remains of his army to repoſe in winter quar- 
ters, after the fruitleſs fatigues of ſo long, ſo laborious, and 
ſo bloody a campaign. 

The King of Pruſſia did not derive the benefits that 
were expected from this detachment ; the French had no 
ſooner notice of it, than they attempted to avail them- 
ſelves of the weakneſs it cauſed in the allied army. The 
Duke of Broglio was now at the head of the French troops 
he had lately returned from Verſailles, having ruined the 
character of M. de Contades, eſtabliſhed his own, remov- 
ed his rival, and, in ſpight of ſeniority, had acquired the 
marſhal's ſtaff, and the command of the army. He thought 
he had now an opportunity for an action of eclat to diſtin- 
guiſh his entrance into command, He attempted to attack 

Prince Ferdinand by ſurpriſe. But finding him 
Dec. 24. perfectly prepared, and all his poſts well guarded, 

he thought it moſt prudent to retire to his form- 
er quarters ; and with this abortive attempt cloſed the ope- 
rations of the German campaign, from whence France had 
entertained ſuch ſanguine hopes ; leaving to Prince Ferdi- 
nand the glory of taking Munſter in the preſence of one of 
their armies, and of ſecuring his own poſts againſt all their 
efforts, after he had, from an inferior number, detached 
12,000 men three hundred miles from his camp. 


K 


The preparations at Vannes and Breſt. The Engliſh flee: 
driven from their flation. The aflion near Belleiſte. 
French fleet defeated. War in the Eaſt Indies in 1788. 
French fleet under M. d' Ache twice beaten. M. de Lally © 
takes Fort St. David's, and repulſed at Tanjour. Lay. 
ſie ge to Madraſs. Obliged to raiſe the ſiege. Concluſion 
of the annals of 1759. 


"I ſeverity of the winter could not put a itop to the 
operations of the land armies; it had no more effect 
upon the operations at ſea, which went on with vigour, in 
ſpight of the inclemency of the ſeaſon. The invaſion 
projected by France, which the engagement off Cape 

Lagos had retarded, was by no means laid aſide. 
The preparations for a naval equipment in the har- 
bour of Breſt, and for tranſporting a body of forces from 
| Vannes. 
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Vannes, went on continually, The winter did not delay 
theſe preparations, becauſe it was hoped that in that ſeaſon, 
the Britiſh fleet might be obliged to take refuge in their 
own harbours; and thus might afford an opportunity for 
the French fleet to come out unoppoſed, and to execute the 
object of their deſtination before the Britiſh navy could be 
in readineſs to encounter them. 

In faſt, they were not wholly diſappointed in their ex- 
pectations. A violent ſtorm forced Sir Edward Hawke to 
quit his ſtation off Breſt. He came with his whole fleet to 
anchor in Torbay. 

The French fleet availed itſelf of his abſence to 
Nov. 14. put to ſea. The whole Engliſh nation was 

alarmed ; but it was an alarm which produced 
no hurry or diſturbance, but vigorous, cool, and ſettled 
methods for defence. 

And now the event of the whole war was put to the iſſue ; 
for upon the good or ill ſucceſs of this ſtroke every thing 

depended. Admiral Hawke loft not a moments 
Nov. 14. time to put again to ſea, and to feek the French 

fleet. Both ſquadrons put to fea on the fame 
day; Sir Edward Hawke from "Torbay, M. de Conflans 
from Breſt. - There was a difference of but one ſhip of the 
line in their forces. 

It is impoſſible here to paſs over the gallant behaviour of 
one of our Admirals, as it helps to mark the genius and ſpi- 
rit of this happy time, and as this is one of the fineſt inſtan- 
ces of it. Admiral Saunders came into port from his Que- 
bec expedition immediately after Hawke had failed. After 
{uch a long voyage and fo ſevere a campaign, unbroken by 
fatigue, and ſtill inſatiated with glory, he determined im- 
mediately to fet ſai] again, and partake the honour and 
danger of the coming engagement. For this purpoſe no 
time was to be loſt, and he had no orders. But he thought 
the exigencies of his country ſufficient orders; and he 
knew that at this time the letter of military diſcipline would 
never be ſet againſt its ſpirit. He therefore ſet ſail without 
waiting for orders with ten ſhips ; but fortune did not fav- 
our the generoſity of his intentions, and he did not join the 
Britiſh fleet time enough for the engagement. 

As Sir Edward Hawke concluded that the firſt rendez- 
vous of the enemy's fleet would be at Quiberon, he direct- 
ed his courſe with all diligence for that bay. But here 

again 
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again fortune for a while ſeemed to declare for the French; 
for a ſtrong wind blown in an eaſterly point, drove the En- 
> gliſh fleet a great way to the weſtward ; but at length it 
became more favourable, and bore them in directly to the 
* ſhore. About eight o'clock the headmoſt ſhips diſcovered 
the enemy bearing to the northward, between the iſland of 
Belleiſle and the main land of France. 

Hawke ſaw at laſt what he had ſo long, and ſo ardently 
wiſhed for, (though hitherto in vain) the enemy in his 
reach. But yet there were ſuch difficulties in his way, as 
would have checked a very cautious commander, or per- 
haps any commander in circumſtances leſs critical to the 
public ſafety. On the ſlighteſt inſpection of the chart it 
will appear, that all this fea is ſown thick with ſands and 
ſhoals, and ſhallows and rocks ; our pilots were by no 
means well acquainted with it; and the wind blew little 
leſs than a violent ſtorm, and the waves ran mountain 
high. In theſe circumſtances they were to attack a very 
ſtrong ſquadron of the enemy on their own coaſt, with 
which they were perfectly acquainted. All theſe difficul- 
ties only animated the Engliſh Admiral. In one of the fi- 
neſt ſhips in the world, commanding the flower of the Britiſh 
navy, and ſeconded by ſome of the moſt tried and braveſt 
officers in the ſervice; and above all not dubious of him- 
ſelt. He ordered the ſhips neareſt the enemy immediately 
to chaſe, and, by engaging them, to give time for the reſt 
ot the fleet to come up. 

M. Conflans had two choices, either to fly, or to ſtand 
and fight it out. But he followed neither perfectly; for 
ſome time he appeared as if he meant to fight; but after 
giving the Britiſh ſhips time to come near him, when it was 
too late, he crouded all the ſail he could carry; at the ſame 
time he ſhewed an attention to keep all his ſquadron toge- 
ther. 

At halt an hour after two, the action began with great 
tury. In two hours the enemy had loſt three ſhips of the 
line, one ſtruck, two were ſunk outright. Hawke ordered 
his ſhip to reſerve her fire, to paſs by all the others, and to 
be laid along fide of the Soleil Royal, the beſt ſhip in the 
French navy, and commanded by M. de Conflans; the maſter 
remonſtrated on the almoſt inevitable danger of the coaſt. 
Hawke anſwered, “ You have done your duty in this re- 
'* monſtrance ; now obey my orders, and lay me along 
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« ſide the French admiral.” A French ſhip of 70 guns 
generouſly put himſelf between them; Hawke was obliged 
to beſtow here the fire he had reſerved for a greater occa- 
ſion, and at one broadſide ſunk her to the bottom. The 
headmoſt of the Engliſh ſhips fired on the enemy as they 
came up to them, and then paſſed on to others, leaving 
thoſe behind to improve their ſucceſs, and deſtroy or take 
them ; and by this method they had got up quite to the 
van of the enemy, and would have totally deſtroyed their 
fleet, had not night interpoſed to ſave them. Before night 
came on, the enemy's fleet was much diſperſed ; but in the 
eagerneſs of the purſuit, two of the Engliſh ſhips unfortu- 
nately run upon a ſand, called the Four, and were loſt. 
The enemy fled in to their own coaſt. Seven ſhips of the 
line threw overboard all their guns, and eſcaped into the 
River Villaine ;' about as many more got out to ſea, and 
made for other ports. 

Nothing could be conceived more dreadful than the night 
which ſucceeded this action. A violent ſtorm blew all night 
long. It was a pitchy darkneſs; a dangerous coaſt ſur- 
rounded them on almoſt all ſides. A continual firing of 
diſtreſs guns was heard, without knowing whether they 
came from friend or enemy; and on account of the badneſs 
of the coaſt and the darkneſs of the night, our people were 
equally unable to venture to their aſſiſtance. 

When morning came on, they found the French Admi- 
ral had run his ſhip, and another called the Heros, on ſhore ; 
the firſt was ſet on fire by the enemy, the other by our 


ſeamen. Thus concluded this remarkable aQtion(c), in 
which 


Sir Edward Hawke's Letter to Mr. Clevland, Secretary to the 
Admiralty. 


Royal George, off Penris Point, Nov. 24. 
8 1; 


N my letter of the 17th, by expreſs, I deſired you would ac- 
quaint their lordſhips with my having received intelligence of 

18 fail of the line and three frigates of the Bre/t ſquadron, being 
diſcovered about 24 leagues to the N. W. of Belleiſle, ſteering to 
the eaſtward ; all the priſoners however agree, that on the day 
we 
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which the French had four capital ſhips deſtroyed, one ta- 
ken, and the whole of their formidable navy, in which con- 
ſiſted the laſt hope of their marine, ſhattered, diſarmed, 
and diſperſed. The long threatened invaſion which was 

to 


— 
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we chaſed them, their ſquadron conſiſted, according to the ac- 
companying liſt, of four ſhips of 80, ſix of 74, three of 70, 
eight of 64, one frigate of 36, one of 34, and one of 16 guns, 
with a ſmall veſſel to look out. They failed from Breſt the 24th 
inſt. the ſame day I failed from Torbay. 

Concluding that their firſt rendezvous would be Quiberon, the 
inſtant I received the intelligence, I directed my courſe thither 
with a preſt fail. At the firſt wind blowing hard, at S. by E. and 
S. drove us conſiderably to the weſtward. But on the 18th and 
19th, though variable, it proved more favourable. In the mean 
time, having been joined by the Maid/tone and Coventry trigates, 
directed their commanders to keep a head of the {quadron : one 
on the ſtarboard and the other on the larboard bow. At half paſt 
eight o'clock in the morning of the 2oth, Belleiſie, by our reckon- 


ing, bearing E. by N. one fourth N. the Maid/tone made the 


ſignal for ſeeing a fleet, I immediately ſpread abroad the ſignal for 
a line abreaſt, in order to draw all the ſhips of the ſquadron up 
with me. I had before ſent the Magnanime a-head, to make 


the land. At three fourths paſt nine ſhe made ſignal for an ene- 


my. Obſerving, on my diſcovering them, that they made off, I 
threw out the ſignal, for the ſeven ſhips neareſt them to chaſe, 
and draw into a line of battle a-head of me, and endeavour to 
ſtop them till the reſt of the ſquadron ſhould come up, who were 
alſo to form as they chaſed, that no time might be loſt in the pur- 
ſuit. That morning there were in chaſe the Rocheſter, Chat- 
ham, Portland, Falkland, Minerva, Vengeance and Venus, all 
which joined me about eleven o'clock ; and, in the evening, the 
Saphire from Quiberon bay. All the day we had very freſh gales, 
at N. W. and W. N. W. with heavy ſqualls. 

M. Conflans continued going off under ſuch fail as his ſquadron 
could carry, and at the fame time keep together, while we 
crowded after them with every ſail our ſhips could bear. At half 
paſt two, P. M. the fire beginning a-head, I made the ſignal for 
engaging. We were then to the ſouthward of Be/leifle, and the 
French admiral headmoſt, ſoon after led round the Cardinals*, 
while his rear was in action. About four o'clock the Formidable 
ſtruck, and a little after, the Theſee and Superb were ſunk. About 


* Rocks fo called. 
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to repair their loſſes in every part of the world, was diſſi- 
pated, and the credit of their arms broken along with their 
forces. The behaviour of the Engliſh captains and ſeamen, 


on 


five the Heros ſtruck, and came to an anchor, but it blowing hard, 
no boat could be ſent on board her. Night was now come, and 
being on a part of the coaſt, among iſlands and ſhoals, of which 
we were totally ignorant, without a pilot, as was the greateſt 
part of the ſquadron, and blowing hard on a lee ſhore, I made 
the ſignal to anchor, and came to in fifteen fathom water, the 
iſland of Dumeyr bearing E. by N. between two and three miles, 
the Cardinals W. half S. and the ſteeples of Crogie S. E. as we 
found next morning. | 

In the night we heard many guns of diſtreſs fired, but blow- 
ing hard, want of knowledge of the coaſt, and whether they 
were fired by a friend or an enemy, prevented all means of re- 
lief. 

By day-break of the 21ſt, we diſcovered one of our ſhips diſ- 
maſted aſhore on the Four $, the French Heros alſo, and the Soleil 
Royal, which under cover of the night had anchored among us, 
cut and run aſhore to the weſtward of Crozie, On the latter's 


moving, I made the Eſſex's ſignal to flip and purſue her, but ſhe 


unfortunately got upon the Four, and both ſhe and the Reſolution 
are irrecoverably loſt, notwithſtanding we ſent them all the aſſiſt- 
ance that the weather would permit. About four ſcore of the 
Reſolution's company, in ſpite of the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances of 
their captain, made rafts, and, with ſeveral French priſoners be- 
longing to the Formidable, put off, and I am afraid, drove out to 
ſea. All the Eſſex's are ſaved (with as many of the ſtores as poſ- 
ſible) except one lieutenant and a boat's crew, who were drove 
on the French ſhore, and have not been heard of: the remains of 
both ſhips have been ſet on fire. We found the Dorſetſhire, Re- 
wvenge, and Defiance, in the night of the 20th put out to ſea ; as 
I hope the Swifzſure did, for ſhe is ſtill miſſing. The Dor /ethhire 
and Defiance returned next day, and the latter ſaw the Revenge 
without. Thus, what loſs we have ſuſtained has been owing to 
the weather not the enemy, ſeven or eight of whoſe line of battle 
ſhips got to ſea, I believe, the night of the action. 

As ſoon as it was broad day-light in the morning of the 21ſt, I 
diſcovered ſeven or eight of the enemy's line of battle ſhips at 
anchor, between Point Penris, and the river Villaine; on which 
made the ſignal to weigh, in order to work up and attack them; 
but it blowed ſo hard from the N. W. that inſtead of daring to 


caſt the ſquadron looſe, I was obliged to ſtrike top-gallant maſts. 
$ A Sand Bank Moſt 
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on the contrary, added as much to the glory of the Britiſh 
arms, as to the ſafety of their country. Perhaps there ne- 
ver was a naval engagement of ſuch extent, in which no 

captain 


Moſt of thoſe ſhips appeared to be a-ground at low water : but on 
the flood, by lightening them, and the advantage of the wind un- 
der the land, all except two got that night into the river Vil- 
leine. 

The weather being moderate on the 22d, I ſent the Portland, 
Chatham, and Vengeance to deſtroy the Soleil Royal and Heros. 
The French, on the approach of our ſhips, ſet the firſt on fire, and 
ſoon after the latter met the ſame fate from our people. In the 
mean time I got under way, and worked up within Penris Point, 
as well for the ſake of its being a ſafer road, as to deſtroy, if 
poſſible, the two ſhips of the enemy which {till lay without the 
Villaine ; but before the ſhips I ſent a-head for that purpoſe 
could get near them, being quite light, and with the tide of flood, 
they got in. 

All the 23d we were employed in reconnoitring the entrance of 
that river, which is very narrow, and only twelve feet water on 
the bar, at low water. We diſcovered at leaſt ſeven, if not 
eight, line of battle ſhips about half a mile within, quite light, 
and two large frigates moored acroſs, to defend the mouth of the 
river; only the frigates appeared to have guns in. 

By evening I had twelve long boats fitted as fire-ſhips, ready to 
attempt burning them, under convoy of the Saphire and Coventry; 
but the weather being bad, and the wind contrary, obliged me to 
defer it, till at leaſt the latter ſhould be favourable : if they can, 
by any means be deſtroyed, it ſhall be done. 

In attacking a flying enemy, it was impoſſible in the ſpace of a 
ſhort winter's day, that all our ſhips ſhould be able to get into ac- 
tion, or all thoſe of the enemy brought to it. The commanders 
and companies of ſuch as did come up with the rear of the French, 
on the zoth, behaved with the greateſt intrepidity, and gave the 
ſtrongeſt proof of a true Britiſh ſpirit. In the fame manner Iam 
ſatisfied, would thoſe have acquitted themſelves, whoſe bad go- 
ing ſhips, or the diſtance they were at in the morning, prevented 
from getting up. Our loſs by the enemy is not conſiderable ; for 
in the ſhips which are now with me, I find only one lieutenant, 
and 39 ſeamen and marines killed, and about 202 wounded. 
When I conſider the ſeaſon of the year, the hard gales of wind 
on the day of action, a flying enemy, the ſhortneſs of the day, 
and the coaſt we are on, I can boldly affirm, that all that poſſi- 
bly could be done, has been done. As to the loſs we have ſuſ- 

tained, 


— 
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captain was accuſed, nor even in any degree ſuſpected of 
miſhehaviour or cowardice ; in which thoſe who engaged, 
and thoſe who did not, gave proots that they were equally 
ardent in the ſervice of their country, 

Thoſe 


tained, let it be placed to the neceſſity I was under of runing all 
riſks to break this ſtrong force of the enemy : had we had but two 
hours more day-light, the whole had been totally deſtroyed or 
taken, for we were almoſt up with their van when night overtook 
us. 

Yeſterday came in here the Pallas, Fortune ſloop, and the Pro- 
ſerpine fire-ſhip. On the 16th I had diſpatched the Fortune to 
Quebec, with directions to captain Duff, to keep directly on his 
guard. In his way thither he fell in with the Phebe, a French fri- 
gatc of 40 guns, under jury-maſts, and fought her ſeveral hours. 
During the engagement lieutenant Stuart, 2d of the Ramilies, 
whom I had appointed to command her, was unfortunately killed ; 
the ſurviving ofiicers, on conſulting together, reſolved to leave 
her, as ſhe proved too ſtrong for them. I have detached captain 
Young to Quiberon bay with five ſhips, and am making up a flying 
ſquadron to ſcour the coaſt to the ifle of Aix, and it practicable, 
to attempt any of the enemy's ſhips that may be there. 


I am, Sir, Oc. 
EDWARD HAWKE. 


LIST of Ships with Sir Edward Hawke, Now. 20, 1759. 
Ships. Guns. Men. Commanders. 


Sir Edward Hawke, 


Royal George, PP "_o | Cape Campbell. 


Union 4 , Sir Charles Hardy, 

a 9 7 Capt. Evans. 
Duke, YO 750 Capt. Graves. 
Namur, 90 780 Capt. Buckle. 
Mars, 74 600 J. Young, Eſq; Commodore. 
Warſpight, 74 600 Sir John Bentley. 
Hercules, 74 600 Capt. Forteſcue. 
Torbay, 7 700 Hon. Capt. Keppel. 
Magnanime, 74 700 Right Hon. Lord Howe. 
Reſolution, 74 600 Capt. Speke. 


Hero, 74 600 Hon. Capt. Edgcumbe. 
it Swiftſure, 
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Thoſe who think ſuch matters deſerving of their notice, 
have obſerved, that this deciſive naval engagement, the 
ſurrender of the Pruſſian troops at Maxen, and the taking 
of Munſter, happened on the ſame day, the 20th of No- 


vember. 


'This 

Ships. Guns. Men. Commanders. 
Swiftſure, 70 520 Sir Thomas Stanhope. 
Dorſetſhire, 70 520 Capt. Denis. 
Burford, 70 520 Capt. Gambier. 
Chicheſter, 70 520 Capt. Willet. 
Temple, 70 520 Capt. Waſh. Shirley. 
Revenge, 64 480 Capt. Storr. 
Eſſex, 64 480 Capt. O'Brien. 
Kingſton, 60 400 Capt. Shirley. 
Intrepid, 60 420 Capt. Mapleſden. 
Montague, 60 420 Capt. Rowley. 
Dunkirk, 60 420 Capt. Digby. 
Defiance, 60 420 Capt. Baird. 


The following Frigates joined Sir Edward Hawke between Uſhant 


and Belleiſle. 
Rocheſter, 50 350 Capt. Duff. 
Portland, 50 350 Capt. Arbuthnot 
Falkland, 50 350 Capt. Drake. 
Chatham, 50 350 Capt. Lockhart. 
Minerva, 32 220 Capt. Hood. 
Venus, 36 240 Capt. Harriſon. 
Vengeance, 28 200 Capt. Nightingale. 
Coventry, 28 200 Capt. Burſlem. 
Maidſtone, 28 200 Capt. Diggs. 
Saphire, 32 220 Capt. Strachan. 


LIST of the French Squadron which came out of Breſt, Novem- 
ber 14, 1759. 


Le Soleil Royal, 80 1200 M. Conflans, Admiral. 
Le Tonnant, „ 0 *. 3 Vice-Ad- 
Le Formidable, 80 1000 N M. de St. Andre du Verger, 


Rear-Adnural, 


Le Orient, 
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This was the concluſion of the French affairs in Europe. 
The iſſue of the campaign in America had not been more 
favourable to them. Although the events in the Eaſt Indies 
belong properly to the laſt year, yet, as the accounts did 
not arrive until this, and that the actions there were of 
great importance, and equally fortunate on our ſide, it is 
proper that we ſhould take ſome notice of them here. 


The 

Ships. Guns. Men. Commanders. 
Le Orient: bs 0 * ON Chef d' Eſca- 
L'Intrepide, 74 Big — 
Le Glorieux, 74 815 = — 
Le Theſee, 74 81 
L'Heros, 74 815 
Le Robuſte, 74 815 
Le Magnifique, 74 815 — 
Le Juſte, 70 800 5 — 
Le Superbe, 70 800 — — 
Le Dauphin, 70 800 — 
Le Dragon, 64 750 — 
Le Northumberland, 64 750 —_ 
Le Sphinx, 64 750 8 
Le Solitaire, 3780 
Le Brilliant, 64 750 — 
L'Eveille, BY IS... — 
Le Bizarre, 64 750 Ii 
UVinflexible, 64 — ms 
L'Hebe, 40 . 
La Veſtale, 34 | 88 
L'Aigrette, 36 8 
Le Calypſo, 16 TY 
Le Prince Noir, a ſmall veſſel to 

look out. 


The above ſhips were all in company when the action began, 
except the Hebe frigate. 

Admiral Saunders was not preſent at the engagement, which 

he ſought with ſo much honour, as he did not join Admire! 
Hawke until ſome time after. 
General Townſhend came from the fleet with the expreſs, the 
fate of the enemy being determined ; he refuſed to be put on 
ſhore when the Admiral declared his intentions of ſeeking the ene- 
my, but went with him as a volunteer. 
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The Engliſh had by no means that ſuperiority over the 
French in the Faſt Indies, which they had in America. It 
was here the French ſeemed to have made thoſe efforts, by 
which they hoped in ſome degree to ballance their loſſes in 
other parts. They had a very ſtrong ſquadron under M. 
d' Ache in thoſe ſeas. M. de Lally, an officer of credit, and 
of greater rank than had uſually been ſent on that ſervice, 
commanded a body of 2000 TLuropeans, a great army, in 
a country where the name of an Furopean 1s itſelf a ſtrength. 

In the beginning, their ſucceſs ſeemed proportioned to 
their forces; they took the fort and city of St. David's. 
But ina very ſhort time the ill ſtar of France, which in no 
part of the world ſet well on their affairs, began to influ- 
ence them here. M. d'Ache, in two naval engagements, 
was worſted, and prevented from co-operating with the 
land forces for the reſt of the campaign. And had the ſpirit 
and conduct of Admiral Pococke been as well ſeconded by 
ſome of his captains, as it was by others, there 1s great 
reaſon to believe, that the French naval power had been as 
effectually deſtroyed in thoſe ſeas, as it has been in thoſe of 
Europe. 

Notwithſtanding theſe checks, it was neceſſary that M. 
Lally ſhould act. But it was not only the diſgrace of the 
French fleet, but an extreme want of money which delayed 
his operations. A Prince of the country, the King of Tan- 
jour, appeared the only reſource which was open. To 
this prince he applied for a conſiderable ſum of money, 
which being reſolutely retuſed, he carried the war into his 
dominions, and laid fiege to his capital city. But after lying 
ſeveral days before it, and after having even made a prac- 
ticable breach, the ſkill of ſome Engliſh gunners, the want 
of proviſions and ammunition, and the diſorders which 
reigned in his army, obliged him to return without the 
money, and with the mortification of being beaten from a 
place, only fortified after the Indian manner. 

This failure in their pecuniary expectations, and their 
repulſe from an Indian town, were bad encouragements to 
the undertaking of an enterprize againſt an European ene- 
my, and a fortification in ſome degree regular. But having 
ſeig ed upon a Dutch veſſel, as it is thought much with its 
own conſent, which contained a large treaſure, they ſet 
ont at length to beſiege Madraſs. But here their ſucceſs 

H h Was 
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was no better than at Tanjour, tho' their ſtrength was 
greater, and their efforts much more obſtinate. 

Colonel Draper and Major Brereton defended the place 
with the utmoſt ſkill and bravery. Mr. Pigot likewiſe with 
equal generoſity and prudence, ſeconded their endeavours, 
by the ſupplies of ſtores and ammunition, which were ad- 
mirably diſtributed, and co-eperated with the military with 
a firmneſs and intrepidity, by which he obtained an honour 
equal to any in the defence of the place. Whilſt the town 
was defended with great ſpirit within; parties were conti— 
nually ſent out, which ſo infeſted the roads through which 
the enemy's convoys were to paſs, that their army in the 
trenches were infinitely weakened by the detachments 
which they were obliged to ſend out. After a ſiege of more 
than two months, they were obliged to abandon their en- 
terprize, and by that means renounce for ever all thoſe ſan- 
guine hopes, which they had entertained from the forces 
in this part of the world. The Engliſh, on the contrary, 
went on from ſucceſs to ſucceſs. Whilſt they defeated the 
French on the Eaſtern coaſt of the great peninſula of India, 
on the Weſtern they took the great and opulent city of 
Surat from the powers of the country, with very little loſs. 

General Lally left Madraſs in the utmoſt tranſports of 
rage and deſpair, which a man of honour and ability in his 
profeſſion can feel, who is ill ſeconded by his troops, ne- 
gleted by thoſe who ought to ſupport him, and cheated by 
the villainy of contractors, and of all thoſe who turn war 
into a low traffick (a. ) His letter is a ſtrong and very ſtriking 


picture 


(a) Gen. Lally's Letter to M. de Lyrit, dated Madraſs, the 14th 
of February, 1759. 


Good blow might be ſtruck here: There is a ſhip in the 
A road, of 20 guns, laden with all the riches of Madraſs, 
which it is ſaid will remain there till the 2oth. The Expedition 
is juſt arrived, but M. Gorlin is not a man to attack her: for ſhe 
has made him run away once before. The Bri/ta/ on the other 
hand did but juſt make her appearance betore St. Thomas ; and 
on the vague report of thirteen ſhips coming from Porto Novo, 
ſhe took fright ; and after landing the proviſions with which ſhe 
was laden, ſhe would not ſtay long enough even to take on board 
twelve of her own guns, which the had lent us for the ſiege. 


It 
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picture of theſe agitations; and certainly it is worthy of 
remark, that every where there ſhould appear ſomething 
more unaccountably wrong and weak in the management 
of the French, than has been in the conduct of that or 
almoſt any other nation at any time. It ſeems to argue an 

eſſential 


— 


If I was the judge of the point of honour of the company's 
officers, I would break him like glaſs, as well as ſome others of 
them. 

The Fidelle, or Harlem, or even the aforeſaid Bri/tol, with the 
twelve guns reſtored to her, would be ſufficient to make them- 
ſelves maſters of the Engliſb ſhip, if they could manage ſo as to 
get to the windward of her in the night. Maugendie and Tremil- 
lier are ſaid to be good men; and were they employed only to 
tranſport 200 wounded men, that we have here, their ſervice 
would be of importance. 

We remain till in the ſame poſition: the breach made theſe 
fifteen days ; all the time within fifteen toiſes of the wall of the 
place, and never holding up our heads to look at it. 

I reckon we ſhall at our arrival at Pondicherry endeavour to 
learn ſome other trade, for this of war requires too much patience. 

Of 1500 Cipayes which attend our army, I reckon near 800 are 
employed upon the road to Pondicherry, laden with ſugar, pepper, 
and other goods; and as for the Caulis they are all employed for 
the ſame purpoſe, from the firſt day we came here. 

I am taking my meaſures from this day to ſet fire to the Black 
Town, and to blow up the powder mills. 

You will never imagine, that 50 French deſerters, and 100 
Swiſs, are actually ſtopping the progreſs of 2000 men of the 
King's and Company's troops, which are till here exiſting, not- 
withitanding the exaggerated accounts that every one makes here, 
according to his own fancy, of the ſlaughter that has been of 
them; and you will be ſtill more ſurprized, if I tell you, that, 
vere it not for the two combats and four battles we ſuſtained, and 
for the batteries which failed, or to ſpeak more properly, which 
were unſkilfully made, we ſhould not have loſt 50 men, from the 
commencement of the ſiege to this day. 

I have wrote to M. de Larche, that if he perſiſts in not coming 
here, let who will raiſe money upon the Paleagers for me, 1 will 
not do it: And I renounce (as I informed you a month ago! 
would do) meddling directly or indirectly with any thing what- 
ever, that may have relation to your adminittration, whether 
civil or military. For I had rather go, and command the Caffres 
of Madagaſcar, than remain in this Ssdom ; which it is impoſſible 
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eſſential and radical fault in ſome ſuperior part of their 
government, more caſily indeed viſible in its conſequences, 
than diſcoverable in its cauſe. 

In Europe they received offers of peace from the Kings 
of Great Britain and Pruſſia. But as they did not expect, 
trom their ſituation, very advantageous or honourable 
terms, they reſolved to act, in one inſtance, the Roman 
part, and ſtill hold out, determined to hazard the laſt ex- 
tremities; perhaps, hoping ſomething favourable from the 
fortune a their allics, 8 their own had deſerted them; 
and reſolving to contract their plan, and to make one ſtrong 
effort in one part, rather than unprofitably to waſte their 
ſtrength. upon ſeveral inferior objects. This effort could 
be made with any proſpect ot ſucceſs only in Germany. {a} 


But 


but the fire of the Eungliſb muſt deſtroy, ſooner or later, even 
though that from Heaven ſhould not 


Haie the hanaur ta be, c. e 


Signed, L A L L 


P. S. I think it neceffary to apprize you, that, as M. 4- 
Soupire has refuſed to take upon him the command of this arme 
which I have offered to him, and which he is impowered to ar 
cept, by having received from the court a duplicate of my com 
miſſion, you mutt of neceſſity, together with the council, take 
it upon you. For my part, I undertake only to bring 1t back 
either to Arcotte or Soadraffe, Send therefore your orders, or 
come yourſelf to command it ; for I ſhall quit it upon my arri 
val there. 


ca) The Duc de Belle iſle's Letter to e Contades, dated 
Verſailles, July 23, 1759 


3 Ai toujours peut que Fiſcher AM ſtill afraid that Fiſcher 
ne ſoit parti trop tard: Il eft ſet out too late: It is, how- 
cependant bien important, et & er, very inportant, and very 
bien eſſentiol que nous puiſſions eſſentia! that we ſhould rail? 
tirer de groſſes contributions. Je large contributions. 1 fee no 
ne vois de reſſources pour nos other reſource for our moſt nr- 
Depenſes les plus urgentes, et gent expences, and tor reßtting 
pour les re parations des Troupes, the troops, but in the money 
que dans Argent que nous pour- we may draw from the enemy's 

rous country; 
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But the ſupplies neceſſary for this great charge were 
difficult to a nation, whoſe trade was wholly deſtroyed. 
On this occaſion they did not ſcruple to break in upon 


the 


rons avoir du Pais enemy; d'o 1 
il faudra egalement tirer des ſub- 
ſiſtances de toutes Eſpeces, inde- 
pendamment de Argent, c'eit 
4 dire des Foins, des Pailles, des 
Avoines pour Hyver, des Bleds, 
des Beſtiaux, des Chevaux, et 
meme des Hommes pour recru- 
ter toutes nos I roupes Etran- 
geres. La Guerre ne doit pas 
etre prolongee, et peut-etre fau- 
drat-il, ſuivant les Evenemens 
qui arriveront d'ici a la Fin de 
Septembre, faire un veritable 
Deſert en avant dela Ligne des 
Quartiers, que 'on jugera 4 pro- 
pos de tenir pendant I'Hyver, 
afin que l' Ennemi fe trouve dans 
une Impoſſibilité reelle d'en 
pouvoir aprocher en nous re— 
ſervant de la Subſiſtance ſeule— 
ment ſur la Route qui pourra 
nous convenir de prendre dans 
le milieu de Hyver, pour cul- 
buter ou enlevert nous memes 
les Quartiers des Ennemis. C'eſt 
pour pouvoir remplir cet Ob- 
jet, que je fais travailler fans 
Ralache a tout ce qu'il faut pour 
que toutes vos Ireupes, fans 
Exception, ſoient bien habillèes, 
bien armes, bien equipces, et 
bien reparces, en tout Point, 
avant la Fin de Novembre, avec 
des I'entes neuves, pourgue fi 
cela convient aux Afﬀaires Poli— 
tiques ON XIII aires du Rov, 
vous puttiez affernvler le tout 
ou partie de votre Armée pour 
agir oflenſivement ct avec Vi- 

guer, 


country; from whence we muſt 
likewiſe procure ſubſiſtence of 
all kinds, (independently of the 
money) that is to ſay, hay, ſtraw, 
oats, for the winter, bread, corn, 
cattle, horſes, and even men to 
recruit our foreign troops. The 
war muſt not be prolonged, and 
perhaps it may be necetfarv, ac- 
cording to the events which may 
happen between this time and 
the end of September, to make 
a down right deſert before the 
line of the quarters, which it 
may be thought proper to keep 
during the winter, in order that 
the enemy may be under a real 
impoſlibility of approaching us: 
at the ſame time reſerving for 
ourſelves a bare ſubſiſtence on 
the route, which may be the 
moſt convenient for us to take 
in the middle of winter to heat 
up, or ſeize upon the enemy's 
quarters. That this object may 
be fulfilled, I cauſe the greateſt 
aſſiduity to be uſed in preparing 
what is neceſſary for having all 
your troops, without exception, 
well cloathed, well armed, well 
equipped, and well refitted in 
every reſpect, before the end of 
November, with new tents, in 
order that, if it ſhall be adviſea- 
ble for the king's political and 
military affairs, you may be able 
to aſſemble the whole, or part 
of your army, to act offenſively, 
and with vigour, from the be- 
ginning of Fanuary, and that 


vou 
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the public faith, and to find ſupplies for one year in an 
expedient, that ſtruck at the ſources of all future credit. 
They ſtopped the payment on many public bills and funds“. 
The King threw in his own plate into the public ſtock 
as an example, and a requeſt that others ſhould contri- 
bute in the ſame manner from their private fortune, to the 
neceſſities of the ſtate; tho* ſeveral of the nobility, and 
many churches and convents ſent in their plate, there was 
yet a general backwardneſs to give into this method of ſup- 
ply, and to truſt the public with fo conſiderable part of their 
ſubſtance at the inſtant when they ſaw it ſo notoriouſly 
break its faith in other particulars. 


However, 


— 


guer, des le commencement de 
Janvier, et que vous ayez la 
Satisfaction de montrer 4 nos 
Ennemis, et ä toute I'Europe, 
que les Francois ſcavent agir et 
faire la Guerre en toutes Saiſons, 
quand ils ont un general tel que 
vous, et un Miniſtre Militaire 
qui ſcait prevoir et ſe concerter 
avec le General. 

Vous ſentez, Monſ. le Mare- 
chal, que ce que je vous dis 
peut devenir non ſeulment utile 
et honorable, mais peut-etre 
meme neceſlaire relativement a 
ce que vous ſcavez, et dont je- 
vous parlerai encore dans ma 
Lettre particuliére. 


you may have the ſatisfaQtion to 
ſhew our enemies, and all Eu- 
rope, that the French know how 
to act and carry on war, in all 
ſeaſons, when they have ſuch a 
general as you are, and a mi- 
niiter of the department of war, 
that can foreſee and concert 
matters with the general. 


You muſt be ſenſible, Sir, that 
what I ſay to you may become 
not only uſeful and honourable, 
but perhaps even neceſſary with 
reſpe& to what you know, and 
of which I ſhall ſay more in my 
private letters. 


(Signs) M. Duc. de Belleiſle. 


* The French court ſtopt payment of the following -pub- 
lic debts, viz. 1. The three kinds of rents created on the poſts. 
2. Thoſe conſtituted upon the cheſt of redemption. 3. The 
coupons of bills on the ſame cheſt. 4. Thoſe of the two royal 
lotteries. 5. The reimburſement of bills drawn to bearer on the 
ſame cheſt. 6. The bills of the two royal lotteries. 7. The 


rents created on the two ſols per pound of the tenth penny. 8. 
The reimburſement of the capitals of rents. 9. The payments 
of bills diſchargeable in nine years, under the name of annuities. 
10. Thoſe of the new actions on the benefit of the farms. 11. 


All the bills drawn by the colonies upon the government, amount- 
ing to 1,333,000 l. 


0 


rn 
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However, theſe reſources, ſuch as they are, will enable 
them to keep the war on foot. They turn their whole at- 
tention to Germany, where they have very greatly aug- 
mented their army, and placed it under a general, from 
whom they have ſome hopes, after their repeated diſap- 
pointments, and the frequent changes they have made. 
They propoſe alſo another army under the prince de Sou- 
biſe; if they can compaſs this latter project, as it is believ- 
ed they may, the ſyſtem of Germany is ſtill in very immi— 
nent danger. For notwithſtanding the tried goodneſs of 
our troops, and the admirable comraander at the head of 
them, it it certain, even with any reinforcements we may 
be able to ſend, we ſhall find it very difficult to contend 
with two armies, ſuppoſing that we ſhall have no other 
than French armies to contend with, and that the King of 
Pruſſia ſhould be able, as he has hitherto been, to find 
employment for the many, the powertul, and the implaca- 
ble enemies that ſurround him. 

It is certain he is much reduced; and that his reſources 
are nearly exhauſted. Theſe are facts which cannot be 
concealed ; and yet ſome glimmering of hopes may be till 
perceived, when we conſider the admirable talents for war 
and government, which that monarch poſſeſſes; and when 
we conſider even the events of the laſt (to him) unfortunate 
campaign; where after having ſuffered four capital defeats, 
and having obtained no one conſiderable advantage, he has 
yet continued in ſome fort ſuperior in the field; the enemy 
has not been able to make the leaſt impreſhon upon his do- 
minions; and he has, at laſt, more than divided Saxony 
with them; the city of Dreſden is all that they poſſeſs in 
that country, and the acquiſition of which has been the only 
fruit of four campaigns, and four victories in one campaign, 
and the efforts of the united forces of Auſtria, Ruſſia, and 
the Empire, to ſay nothing of France and Sweden. 

As for Great Britain, ſhe has only to fear from her con- 
nections. In no one year ſince ſhe was a nation, has ſhe 
been favoured with ſo many ſucceſſes, both by ſea and land, 
and in every quarter of the globe; nor have her officers, 
both by ſea and land, ever done more honour to their coun- 
try, by their {kill and bravery. And with regard to the in- 
ternal adminiſtration, it ſuffices to ſay, that whilſt France 
became bankrupt, without delay or murmuring there have 
been more than fix millions borrowed in England at a very 
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eaſy rate; and that the intereſt on this immenſe ſum has 
been made good by a ſingle tax upon malt, which will 
ſcarce be felt by the peop le. By this the reſources of 
England may be imagined ; eſpecially if we conſider, that 
highly as we are taxed for the neceflary charges of the war; 
we have not been prevented from great and expenſive vo- 
luntary exertions of public {pirit and beneficence. The 
citics of London and Weſtminſter, and after their example 
other towns, made a large ſubſcription for enliſting ſoldiers. 
Subſcriptions were alſo carried on to a great amount, for 
cloathing the enemies priſoners, abandoned through the 
neglect or poverty of their ſovereign; and for adminiſter- 
ing to the relief of the tamilies of thoſe who had fallen in 
the battles of Quebec and Minden. Thus actuated by the 
warmeſt patriotiſm, which far from extinguiſhing, ſeemed 
to kindle a benehcence towards our enemies in their diſtreſs. 

The condition of Lurope, which all people thought 
would have been decided in this campaign, 1s nearly as du- 
bious as ever; and the difficulties which oppole themſelves 
to a peace are rather augmented than diminiſhed. Here 
then we cloſe the ſcene, and conclude the events of the 
preſent year; in the next we hope, notwithſtanding appear- 
ances, after ſo many ſcenes of horror, to have the more 
pleaſing ta ik of relating the ſteps taken to a general peace, 
on terms a3 particularly advantageous to our own country, 
as the mi nd intereſts oi Europe, and the various fortunes 
ol the powers embarked in the ſame cauſe, will admit. 
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F all the wars which have harraſſed Europe for more 
than a century had not proved it, the events of the 
laſt campaigns muſt have ſatisfied every thinking man, 
that victories do not decide the fate of nations. Four 

moſt bloody, and to all appearance moſt ruinous defeats, 

which he ſuffered in that year, had deſpoiled the King of 

Pruſſia of no more than a ſingle town. After theſe accumu- 

lated blows he {till found himſelf in a condition to make 

good his winter-quarters; to cover his dominions ; and to 
tempt the favour of fortune in another campaign. 
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To carry our attention a little further back; who could 
have imagined, that when the French had compelled the 
Hanoverian troops to lay down their arms, when they had 
thruſt them into a detencelels corner, had bound them down 
with the yoke ot a ſtrict and ſevere capitulation, and had 
poſſeſſed themſelves of every place which could boaſt the 
tinalleſt ſhare of ſtrength in the king's German dominions, 
that in a feu months th ey thould ſind themſelves compelled 
to fly before their captives; and after having ſuffered : 
conſiderable defeat, ſhould be puſhed back almoſt on thei 
Own territories 

On the other hand, it might have been ſuppoſed tha' 
the effects of theſe advantages under the management of : 
very great commander, who was beſides largely reinto; ed 
could have been fruſtrated only by the loſs of fome Eres 
battle. But the fact was otherwiſe. The Hanoverian: 
without any adverſe ſtroke in that campaign, were obliged 
to repals the Rhine and the Lippe; and ſince that time, 
fortune having decided nothing by the events of five year: 
war, has given to Prince Ferdinand the poſſeſſion of a grea!: 
part of W eſtphalia in the manner of a conquere d country, 
and yet fees him abandoning Heſſe, and with difficulty cc 
vering the borders of Hanover. 

In ſhort, the victory of Crevelt could not enable the 
Duke of e to defend the Rhine. The battle ot 
Bergen did not give M. Broglio an entrance into Hanover 
The great vic ory of Minden did not drive the French 
from the Maine. | We have {een e after complete 
victory, obliged to act as if they had been defeated; and 
after a de Heat; taking an offenſive part with ſucceſs, and 
reaping all the fruits of victory, 

'Theſe reflections are ſtill more ſtrongly reren by the 
fortune of the King of Pruſſia. Cove red with the Karel: 
of Lowoſitz,, Pra gue, Roſbach and Liſſa, when he began 
after ſo many compleat triumphs, Lo PU rf his advantages, 
and to improve ſucceſs into con: queſt, the ſcene was fud- 
denly altered. As ſoon as he attempted to penetrate wit], 
effett into the enemies country, without having ſuffered 
any very ſignal blow, without any confiderable miſtake 
committed upon his fide, J“. ortune, w ho hath as it were at- 
tached herſelf to the defer ive, Immediately forſook him. 
He was not able to take a ſingle place. And thoſe advanta- 


ges which at other times and {ituations, would have laid 
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the foundation of laſting empire, have in his caſe on; 
protracted a ſevere deſtiny, which ſome think in the end 
inevitable; but which as many, as great, and as entire 
victories ſince obtained over his forces, have not been yet 
able to bring upon him. 

The ballance of power, the pride of modern policy, and 
originally invented to preſerve the general peace as well as 
freedom of Europe, has openly preſerved its liberty. It 
has been the original of innumerable and fruitleſs wars. 
That political torture by which powers are to be enlarged 
or abridged, according to a ſtandard, perhaps not very ac- 
curately imagined, ever has been, and it is to be feared 
will always continue a cauſe of infinite contention and 
bloodſhed. The foreign ambaſſadors conſtantly refiding 
in all courts, the negotiations incefſantiy carrying on, ſpread 
both confederacics and quarrels ſo wide, that whenever 
hoſtilities commence, the theatre of war is always of a pro- 
digious extent. All parties in thoſe diffuſive operations, 
have of neceſſity their ſtrong and weak ſides. What they 
gain in one part is loſt in another; and in concluſion, their 
affairs become fo ballanced, that all the powers concerned 
are certain to loſe a great deal; the moſt fortunate acquire 
little; and what they do acquire is never in any reaſonable 
proportion to charge and loſs. 

Frequent experience of this might prove one of the 
ſtrongeſt grounds for a laſting peace in Europe. But that 
ſpirit of intrigue, which is the political diſtemper of the 
time, that anxious foreſight which forms the character of 
all the preſent courts, prevent the ſalutary effects which 
might reſult from this experience. "Theſe modern treaties 
of peace, the fruits not of moderation but neceſſity ; thoſe 
engagements contracted when all the parties are wea- 
ned and none ſatisfied, where none can properly be called 
conquerors or conquered, where aſter having ſought in 
vain to compel, they are content to over-reach, teem in the 


very moment they are formed, and from the very act of 


forming them, with the ſeeds of new diffentions, more 
naplacable animoſities, and more cruel wars. For if to for- 
ward the work of peace, any member in theſe alliances 
hould acquire a ceſſion of any importance in its favour, 
this afterwards becomes a ground for another alliance, and 
ior new intrigues to deprive them of their acquiſition. To 
icttle the peace of Sennen Silcſia was yielded in 1745 
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to the King of Pruſſia, and that ceſſion gave occaſion for 
the war of 1756. 

The kings of Great Britain and Pruſſia choſe the mo- 
ment of ſucceſs, to propoſe an accommodation ; and they 
deſired that the oppoſite powers ſhould concur with them 
in nominating ſome place for a congreſs. Some ſpoke of 
Leipſic, as a means of indemnification to that unfortunate 
City ; the States General would have given a town of theirs; 
King Staniſlaus offered Nancy, his capital: but the time of 
peace was not yet come. The two kings made a diſplay of 
moderation ; and they had reaſon to think that if their pro- 
poſals ſhould be accepted (which probably they did not ti.en 
expeQ) they muſt naturally take the lead in that negotiation, 
and muſt give the whole a turn to their advantage. But 
the adverſe alliance unanimouſly rejeRcd their efforis, and 
the refuſal of ſome of its members was couched in terms 
ſufficiently haughty. 

To ſpeak impartially, they could not at that time have 
accepted propoſitions for peace. France had ſuffered in 
every quarter: in her preſent condition ſhe could ſcarcely 
look for every favourable terms. As they had now aban- 
doned in deſpair all attemps by fea, and conſequently all 
efforts in North America and both the Indies, all their 
hopes were centered in Germany. Hitherto their fortune 
in that country had not been very encouraging. But ſtill, 
in that country lay their beſt and indeed their only proſpe&. 
The Krength and perſeverance of the two empreſſes, the 
waited condition of the King of Pruſſia, the enormous ex- 
pence of the German war to England, which muſt gradually 
exhauſt the reſources of her credit, and with them the pa- 
tience of an inconſtant people, had inſpired with no ſmall 
lope. All theſe conſiderations confirmed their reſolution 
of hearkening to no terms, until by acquiring ſuperiority, 
or at leaſt an equality, they might be aſſured of procuring 
ſuch as were not very diſadvantageous or humiliating. 

The empreſs queen upon her part had a moral certainty, 
that ſhe could not procure, by a treaty propoſed at ſuch a 
junQure, thoſe objects for which ſhe had begun, and with 
ſuch ſteadineſs in every fortune had carried on the war. In 
reality, her circumſtances then were, and they ſtill continue, 
very intricate and embarraſſed. It was neceſſary that ſhe 
ould have allies of great power; but if they have done 
ner great ſervices, they have formed high pretenſions; in- 
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deed ſo high, that if ſhe and her allies cannot abſolutely pre- 
ſcribe the terms of peace, it is impoſſible that they ſhould 
all be in any degree ſatisfied. 

Her ſituation in this reſpe& has puſhed ad internecionem, 
the war between her and the King of Pruſſia. Even the 
ceſſion of all Sileſia in her favour, cannot procure a peace 
for that monarch. The Ruſſians will never let looſe their 
hold of the ducal Pruſſia; a country conquered by their own 
arms, a poſſeſſion which rendered the King moſt formida- 
ble to them, and which is their ſole indemnification for 
what they have expended in a war entered into for other 
views than thoſe of glory, or even of revenge. It has been 
confidently aſſerted, that the empreſs queen of Hungary 
has actually guarantied the poſſeſſion of that country to its 
conquerors. 'This is indeed a very extraordinary ſtep, and 
the fact is not ſufficiently authenticated. But the report is 
not altogether improbable. We may be ſure that if ſuch 
a guarantee has been made, it has been entered into upon 
ſome reciprocal engagement of equal force, and for an ob- 
ject equally important. 

Nothing but the laſt deſperate neceſſity, nothing in ſhort 
but being conquered in the moſt abſolute ſenſe, will ever 
induce the King of Pruſſia to ſubmit to both theſe ceſſions. 
By ſuch a ſubmiſſion, beſide being deſpoiled of that con- 
queſt, which is the great glory of his reign, and conſtitutes 
the firmeſt ſupport of his revenue, he will ſee his hered:- 
tary dominions curtailed of another province from whence he 
derives his royal title, and what makes it of infinitely great- 
er importance in his eyes, the beſt commercial part of his 
territories, and that only part of his territories, by which 
he could have hoped to become in any degree a maritime 
power. 

But though it were poſſible that his Pruſſian Majeſty 
could be brought to ſubmit to theſe humiliating terms, a 
great deal ſtill remains to be adjuſted. There are other de- 
mands, which though not ſo high in their nature, nor ſo 
ſtrongly enforced, are notwithſtanding conſiderable, and 
cannot, with any decency be totally neglected. What is 
the nature of the bargain between the Empreſs and the Se- 
nate of Sweden, has not yet been made publick. Be it 
1 it will, this is probably the leaſt perplexing part of the 
WDole. 

But ſome indemnification for the King of Poland, on 

whoſe 
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whoſe dominions the greateſt calamities of the war have 
{allen, ſeems abſolutely neceſſary; and on what principle 
can Auſtria ever expe & an ally, f ſhe ſhould ſecure all the 
benefits oi the paciſication to herſelf, and leave to her con- 
federates nothing but the ſufferings of a war in which they 


vere involved pncely in her qua arrel? 

his variety of demands, all to be ſatisfied out of the do- 
minions of a ſingle Prin 8 ſt neceſſarily perplex the 
work of peace with almoſt inſurmountable difficulties. It 


ouglit not indeed to be co Werte that there are circum— 
ſtances which ſeem to lead to fome ſolution of this embar- 
raſſment. ut if they are attentively concerned, they will, 
believe, be rather found to increafle it. 

Great Britain has had remarkable ſucceſs againſt France 
at ſca, in America, and in the Indie On the continent ot 
 uropc, her fortune is even at this ay, tolcrably ballanced: 
˖ vo weak parts, therefore, in the oppoſite allianc es, (J 
peak only with regard to the events of the preſent w ar) are 
France and Pruffla. As therefore France will ex dect {or 
ceſſtons from Great Britain, it is reaſonable that they r (n ould 

e bought by tome moderation of the rigorous te rms which 
eee would ave been impoſed on Pruſſia, 

Atl the ſacrifices to peace muſt be made out of the ad- 
vantage acquired by Auſtria and Great Britain. But when 
Circat Britain ſhall have conſented to ſome conceſſions, to 
torward this great work, what return can the Empreſs 
Queen make, but an abatement of her demands upon Sile- 
fa? Phat ie, by giving up that grand, favourite, and 1n- 
deed to ber fole object, for which ſhe has brought upon 
herſelf an heavy war, difirifted her antient and natural al- 
lies, ard purchaſes the aid of her natural enemy, at the 
Price of places which the beft blood of Europe has been ſo 
often ſhed to preſerve in her family. To all who conſider 
the character of that court, it will appear very plainly that 
ſhe will hazard almoſt any thing, and even riſque thoſe con- 
ſequerces to which her imprudent a aſs e with France has 
expo. d her, rather han! accept a Pe e which mult deprive 
her of her hopes of 5.\cina. 

When theſe things are we eighed, it will not appear won— 
derful that there have been fo few ſerious overtures for 
peace; and that the longer the war continues, the greater 
difficulties ſeem to oppoſe themſelves to any concluſion 
of it. 
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Ihe only hope that remains of any happy concluſion, is 
that ſome of the great members of the alliance, wearied and 
exhauſted, will at length fly oft, and thereby throw the reſt 
into ſuch confuſion, that a peace will be ſuddenly huddled 
up; and all difficulties not removed, but forgotten, by not 
allowing time to weigh and ſtudy what may be gained or 
loft, This mult produce a ſyſtem of pacification, the na— 
ture of which it is impoſſible to foreſee; becaule it cannoi 
be ſaid upon which fide this defection will begin; but prin- 
cipally becauſe the war bill continues, in the event of which, 
in ſpight of all that can be conjectured troin the ſtrength and 
preſent condition of the powers concerned, fortune will 
have ſo large a ſhare. But we may predict without rafhnels, 
that the firit overtures will be between Great Britain and 
France : for they never think of peace in Germany. 
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State of the Hugliſh garriſon at Quebec. Drfrgns of Monf. 
Levi Preparations for a ſiage. French army marches 
from Myntreal, Their ſtrength. Battle of Sillery. 
Gen. Murray defeated. Quebec be ſie geld. The Englifh 
fleet under Lord Colvitle arrives. PFrench veſſels defiroy- 
ed. Levi raiſes the ſiege. 


T: {HIS was the poſture of Europe at the cloſe of the 
campaign of 1759. And all thoughts of peace being 
entirely removed, the war was proſccuted in this Part Of 
the world with the utmoſt vigour as ſoon as the ſeaſon per- 
mitted them to recommence operations. 

But in America, the ſeverity of winter was not able whol- 
lv to interrupt the progreſs of the war, Canada had been 
luppoled conquered, by the taking of Quebec, Indeed 
without the poitetton of that place, it had been impoſſible 
to reduce that country; but ſtill a great deal remained to 
compleat the advantage to which the taking of Quebec had 
only given an opening. The French troops after their de- 
cat, had rerired into the heart of their country. And the 
Ungliſn navy having provided the town ſufficiently wit: 
military ſtores and proviſions, ſet tail, fearing lett the. 
thould be overtaken by the froſt. Ten battalions, tus 
companies of the artillerv, one of American wood-rance:s., 
in all about 7900 men, formed the garriſon which was let? 
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in Quebec to command Canada during the winter, and to 
facilitate the entire reduction of that province in the enſuing 
campaign. They were under the orders of General 
Murray. - 

As the river St. Laurence is commonly ſhut up by ice, 
for the greatcr part of the winter, all communication with 
Europe was cut off. The conquering army was therefore 
ſubject to be inveſted in Quebec. The French command- 
er, M. Levi, was ſenſible of this advantage; and he ſaw 
that it was the only reſource by which he could have any 
chance of preſerving Canada. He accordingly prepared to 
make uſe of this laſt, and only opportunity; and he was not 
without ſome proſpect of ſucceſs. 

He knew that the fortifications of Quebec were weak 
and incomplete, without any kind of outwork ; that the 
town was almoſt a general ruin, ſince the late fiege ; and 
that the Engliſh garriſon had been much enfeebled, and 
greatly reduced in their numbers by the ſcurvy. He 
knew alſo, that by ſome misfortune, no proviſion had beer 
made to prevent his attaining a ſuperiority on the river ; as 
no veſſels had been left, on a ſuppoſition, that they could 
not be uſctul in winter. 

The winter had paſſed in ſkirmiſhes always terminating 
in favour of the Engliſh, by which they enlarged the ſphere 
of their ſubſiſtence. M. Levi had indeed propoſed, during 
the rigour of the ſeaſon, to attempt the place by a coup de 
main; and had made preparations for that purpoſe. But 
the activity of the garriſon was ſuch ; and all the outpoſts 
ſo well ſecured, that he thought it more prudent to abandon 
that deſign, and to poſtpone his operations, to the opening 
of the ſpring, when a regular ſiege might be formed. 

The forces which ſtill remained in Canada, were not un- 
equal to the attempt. Ten battalions of regular troops, 
amounting to near 5000 men; 6000 of experienced militia 
of Canada; about 300 ſavages. This was the force which 
M. Levi had collected at Montreal, and with which he 
took the ficld on the 17th of April, 1760. 

His proviſions, ammunition, and heavy baggage, fell 
down the river St. Laurence, under the convoy of fix fri— 
gates from 44 to 26 guns. By this ſquadron, which there 
was nothing to oppoſe, he acquired the und:ſputed com- 
mand of the river, a point of the greateſt importance to 
the 
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the whole deſign. In ten days march, the French army 
arrived at the heights of Abraham three miles from Quebec. 

When Gen. Murray perceived the approach of the ene- 
my, he had two parts to take, either to keep within the 
town, and confiding in his troops, which though weak as 
an army, were ſtrong as a garriſon, to ſuſtain the ſiege to 
the utmoſt extremity; or to march out, and by trying the 
fortune of the field, to avoid the tedious hardſhips of a 
ſiege, in a place which ſeemed to him ſcarcely tenable. 

He reſolved on the latter part. But when he came to 
review his ability for this undertaking, he could poſſibly 
draw into the field no more than zooo men. However he 
was not frighted by the enemy's great ſuperiority. He de- 
termined to engage; and he grounded his reſolution on the 
following reaſons. 

Firſt, that his army, notwithſtanding its inferiority, was 
in the habit of beating the enemy. That they had a fine 
train of field artillery ; that to ſhut themſelves up at once 
within the walls, was putting all upon the ſingle chance of 
holding out for a conſiderable time a wretched fortification; 
a chance which an action in the field could hardly alter, at 
the ſame time that it gave an additional one, and perhaps a 
better ; and in fine, that if the event was not proſperous, he 
might, after holding out to the laſt extremity, retreat, with 
what ſhould remain of the garriſon, to the iſle of Orleans or 
Coudres, and there wait for reinforcements. 

[t is not eaſy to comprehend the prudence of engaging in 
the open field, an army four times ſuperior z eſpecially when 
the weaker army had it in their power to keep upon the de- 
fenſive in a ſtrong poſt ; and Quebec may well be conſider- 
ed at leaſt as a ſtrong retrenchment. It is as hard to under- 
ſtand how the chance of holding out a fortreſs, ſhould not 
be leſſened after a defeat of the troops, which compoſe the 
garriſon, who muſt neceſſarily ſuffer by ſuch an event, both 
in numbers and in ſpirit ; it is equally difficult to conceive 
how the remains of that garriſon, which ſhould be driven 
trom Quebec, could have ſafely retreated to the ifle of Or- 
leans or Coudres, or have remained in either of thoſe places, 
with any tolerable ſecurity, whilſt the enemy were, as they 
were, confeſſedly maſters of the river. Theſe are matters 
not ſo caſily comprehended by thoſe who are at a diſtance 
from the ſcene of action; there circumſtances may have 
even theſe reaſons their due weight; and they had the 
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greater influence from the character of the general; a man 
of the moſt ardent and intrepid courage, paſſionately deti- 
rous of glory, and emulous of the reputation Wolfe had ac 
quired, He knew that a bold and ſucceſsful ſtroke, and 
well purſued, might ſo diſable the enemy, who were in no 
likelihood of receiving ſpeedy or conſiderable ſuccours from 
France, that the way to conqueſt would lie plain and oper 
before him ; and he might expect the honour of the total 
reduction of Canada, before the arrival of the reſt of tlic 
king's forces to his aſſiſtance. 

'Thus depending on fortune, on the tried goodneſs of his 
troops, and his own courage to animate them, he marched 
out of the city, and deſcended from the heights of Abra- 
ham with the army mentioned above, and twenty field-pic- 
ces. The right and left of the enemy's van poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of ſome {mall woody eminences ; the main army 
marched by the road of St. Foix; and formed themſelves 
under the ſhelter of the woods. Whilſt the body of the 
enemies army was yet unformed, the Engliſh troops attack- 
ed their van, both on the right and left, with the ut- 
moſt impetuoſity, and drove them from the eminences, 
though they were well maintained; the advanced poſts of 
the French centre gave way, without a blow, and fell back 
upon their main army. 

Hitherto the fortune of the field was favourable to the 
Ingliſn; but now the advantages they had obtained brought 
them full on the main army of the French, which formed 
in columns, and advanced with great rapidity to ſupport 
their broken vanguard. The fire became very hot, and ſtop- 
ped the progreſs of our troops; whilſt thoſe of the enem 
having ſupported their centre, wheeled round the flanks of 
the Britiſh army to the left and right, and formed a ſcmi— 
circle, which threatened to cloſe upon our rear. Proper 
movements were made to protect the flanks, but it was 
evident the army was in the greateſt danger, not only of a 
defeat, but of ſeeing itſelf ſurrounded, and its retreat to 
Quebec intirely intercepted. Near one thouſand men, ſol— 
diers and officers, (a third of the army), had been by this 
time killed and wounded. Nothing could be now thought 
of but as ſpeedy a retreat as poſſible; and in this there 
were difficulties, which nothing but the bravery of the ſol- 
diery and the ſkill and ſpirit of the officers could overcome 
They gained Quebec with little loſs in the purſuit ; but 


they 
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they were obliged to leave their cannon, which they could 
not bring off, on account of the wreaths of ſnow, which 
even in this advanced ſeaſon, and in the temperate latitude 
of 47, ſtill lay upon the ground. The French loſt at leaſt 
2000 in the action. 

When the account of this victory arrived in Europe, the 
French were for a while infinitely elated. The blow was 
ſenſily felt in England. Our ſanguine hopes were at once 
ſunk. If Quebec was loſt, it was evident that the greateſt 
difficulties muſt have ariſen to our affairs in America; and 
the reduction of Canada muſt become the work of more 
than one campaign. Nobody imagined that the town could 
hold out long after ſuch a defcat; and the fleet ſent from 
Europe to reinforce the place was then at a great diſtance. 

Nevertheleſs all things were prepared at Quebec for a vi- 
gorous defence. The late check he had received, only 
rouſed the governor to more ſtrenuous efforts. He knew 
that the loſs of the place would be attributed to the teme- 
rity of his councils ; he was ſenſible that in proportion to 
the honours paid by the public to thoſe who had conquered 
Quebec, would their indignation fall upon thoſe by whom 
it ſhould happen to be lolt ; and that in general nothing 
makes a worſe figure, than a raſhneſs which 1s not tortu- 
nate. Theſe thoughts were perpetual ſtings to a mind like 
his, paſſionately deſirous of glory; and that very diſpoſiti- 
on which led him to fight unſucceſsfully with a weak army, 
gave him activity and fucceſs in the defence of a weak forti- 
fication. 

The French, whoſe whole hope of ſucceſs depended on 
periecting their work before a Britiſh ſquadron could ar- 
rive, loſt not a moment's time to improve their victory: 
They opened trenches before the town the very night of 
the battle. But it was the 11th of May betore they could 
bring two batteries to play upon the tortifications. They 
were greatly deficient in this reſpect. Their accounts 
ſay, they had no more than twelve pieces of iron artillery, 
which carried twelve pound balls. "The Engliſh train, was 
without compariſon, ſuperior. Before the French had 
opened their batteries, 132 pieces of cannon were placed 
on the ramparts, The fire of the beſiegers was therefore 
always flack, interrupted, and of little effect. 

Notwithſtanding the weakneſs of the enemies fire, the 
ſuperiority of the Ungliſh artillery, and the reſolution of 
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governor and garriſon, the relief of the place depended en- 
tirely on the early arrival of the Britiſh fleet, which was 
looked out for every hour with the moſt anxious expectati- 
on. Had any French ſhips of force come before the En- 
gliſh, it was the general opinion that the place muſt inevi- 
tably have fallen into their hands. 

On the gth of May, to the great joy of the garriſon, 
an Engliſh frigate anchored in the baſon and brought them 
an account that the Britiſh ſquadron commanded by Lord 
Colville, was then in the river. On the 15th, a ſhip of 
the line and a frigate arrived ; the next morning the two 
frigates were ſent to attack the French ſquadron above the 
town. They executed their commiſſion ſo well, that in a 
moment all the French veſſels of whatever kind were dif- 
perſed, and the greateſt part deſtroyed or taken. 

M. Levi, who had the mortification to bchold from the 
eminences this action, which at one ſtroke put an end to 
all the hopes he had conceived from his late victory, was 
perſuaded that theſe frigates by the boldneſs of their man- 
ner, muſt have been the vanguard of a conſiderable rein- 
forcement ; and that too cloſe at hand: he therefore raiſed 
the ſiege in the utmoſt hurry and precipitation, leaving be- 
hind all his artillery, and a great part of his ammunition 
and baggage, although Lord Collville, with the reſt of the 
{quadron, did not arrive at Quebec until two days atter(a ). 

Thus 


— 


(a) The Hon. James Murray's Letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated, 
Quebec, May 255 1760. 


1 
H* VING acquainted General Amber/t, three weeks ago, that 


Quebec was beſieged, by an army of 15,000 men, I think 
it neceſſary, to do myſelf the honour of addreſſing directly to vou, 
the more agreeable news of the ſiege being raiſed, leſt, by your 
receiving the former intelligence, before the latter, ſoine incon- 
venience might ariſe to his Majeſty's ſervice. 

By the journal of my proceedings, ſince J have had the com- 
mand here, which I have the honour to tranſmit to you, you wil! 
perceive the ſuperiority we have maintained over the enemy, du- 
ring the winter, and that all Lower Canada, from the Point Au 
Tremble, was reduced, and had taken the oath of fidelity to the 

King. 
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Thus was fortunately preſerved from the moſt imminent 
danger, the moſt conſiderable place we had taken in the 
war; and that which gave us the moſt deciſive advantage. 


The 


King. You will, no doubt, be pleated to obſerve, that the ene- 
my's attempts upon our poſts , and onrs upon theirs, all tended 
to the honour of his Majeſty's arms, they were always baffled, and 
we were conſtantly lucky. 

I wiſh I could fay as much within the walls; the exceſſive cold- 
neſs of the climate, and conſtant living upon falt proviſions, with- 
out any vegetables, introduced the ſcurvy among the troops, 
which, getting the better of every precaution of the officer, and 
every remedy of the ſurgeon, became as univerſal as it was invete- 
rate, inſomuch, that, before the end of April, 1000 were dead, 
and above 2000 of what remained, totally unht for ſervice, 

In this ſituation, I received certain intelligence, that the Che- 

valier de Levis was aflembling his wing d which had been cantoned 
in the neighbourhood of Mantreal; that he had compleated his 
eight battalions, and forty companies of the I roupes de Colonie, 
from the choice of the Montrealifts ; had formed theſe forty 
companies into four battalions ; and was determined to beſiege 
us, the moment that St. Laurence was open, of which he was en- 
tirely maſter, by means of four King's-trigates, and other craft, 
proper for this extraordinary river. 

As 1 had the honour to acquaint you formerly, that Quebec 
could be looked upon in no other light, than that of a ſtrong can- 
tonment, and that any works I ſhould add to it, would be in that 
ſtile, my plan of defence was, to take the carlieſt opportunity of 
entrenching myſelf upon the heights of Abraham, which entirely 
command the ramparts of the place at the diſtance of 800 yards, 
and might have been defended by our numbers againſt a large 
army. But the Chevalier de Lewis did not give me time to take 
the advantage of this ſituation. ; the 23d, 24th and 25th of April, 
[ attempted t to execute the projected lines, for which a proviſion 
of faſcines, and of every neceſſary material, had been made, but 
found it impracticable, as the earth was ſtill covered with ſnow 
in many places, and every where unpregnably bound up by the 
froit. 

The night of the 26th, I was informed, the enemy had land- 
ed, at Point Au Tremble, 10,000 men, and 500 barbarians. The 
poſt we had taken at the embouchure of the river Capr ouge (the 
moſt convenient place for diſembarking their artillery and ſtores, 
and for ſecuring their retreat) obliged them to land where they 
did, 20 miles higher up. 
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The triumph of the French, and the anxiety of England, 
were but ſhort. The account of the ſiege, and the raiſing 
it, followed cloſe on the heels of each other. And there 

was 


The 27th, having broke down all the bridges over the Caprouge, 
and ſecured the landing places at S?/lery, and the Foulon, | march- 
ed with the grenadiers. piquets, Amber/t's regiment, and two 
field pieces, and took poſt ſo advantageouſly, as to fruſtrate the 
ſchemes they had laid of cutting off our poſts. They had begun 
to form from the defile they were obliged to paſs, but thought 
proper to retreat, on reconnoitring our poſition ; and about four 
this afternoon we marched back to town, having withdrawn all 
our poſts, with the loſs of two men only, though they did every 
thing in their power to harrafſs the rear. 

he enemy was greatly ſuperior in number, it is true; but 
when I confidered that our little army was in the habit of beating 
that enemy, and had a very fine train of held artillery ; that mute 
ting ourtelves up at once within the walls, was putting all upon 
the ſingle chance of holding out for a conſiderable time, a wretch- 
ed fortification ; a chance which an action in the field could hard- 
ly alter, at the fame time it gave an additional one, perhaps a bet- 
ter, I refoived to give them battle; and if the event was not 
proſperous, to hold out to the laſt extremity, and then to retreat 
to the iſle of Orleans, or Coudres, with what was left of the gar- 
riſon, to wait for reinforcements. 

'This night the neceſſary orders were given, and half an hour 
after ſix next morning, we marched with all the force I could 
muſter, viz. three thouſand men, and formed the army on the 
heights, in the following order; Amberſt's, Anſtruther's, 2d bat- 
talion of Royal Americans, and Webb's, compoſed the right Bri- 
gade, commanded by Col. Burton : Kennedy's Laſcelless, Higzh- 
Loder rs, and grnſhend's, the left brigade, commanded by Col. 
Frajer : Otway's, and the third battalion of Royal Americans, were 
the corps de reſerve. Major Dalling's corps of light infantry co- 
vered the right flank, and Capt. Hazzen's company of rangers, 
with 100 volunteers, under the command of Capt. Donald Mac- 
donald, a brave and experienced officer, covered the leſt. The 
battalions had cach two held pieces. 

While the line was forming, I reconnoitred the enemv, and 
perceived their van had taken poſſeſſion of the riſing grounds, 
three Quarters of a mile in our front, but that their army was up- 
on the e, in one column, as far as I could fee. [ thought 
this the lucky moment, and moved with the utmoſt order to attack 
them, before they had formed. We toon beat them from the 
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was nothing now to cloud the proſpect of the certain re- 
duction of Canada, by the united efforts of three Engliſh 
armies, who by different routes were moving to at- 


tack 


1 ——— 


heights they had poſſeſſed, tho' they were well diſputed ; and 
Major Dalling, who cannot be too much commended for his be- 
haviour this day, and his ſervices during the winter, forced their 
corps of grenadiers from a houſe and windmill they had taken hold 
of, to cover their left flank. Here he, and ſeveral of his othcer: 
were wounded ; his men, however, purtued the fugitives to the 
corps which were now formed to ſuſtain them. They halted, 
and diſperſed along the front of the right, which prevented that 
wing from taking advantage of the firſt impretſion they had made 
on the enemy's left. Lhey had immediately orders given them to 
regain the flank, but, in attempting this, they were charged, 
thrown into diſorder, retired to the rear, and from the number of 
officers killed and wounded, could never again be brought up, 
during the action. Ozwway's was inſtantly ordered to advance, 
and ſuſtain the right wing, which the enemy in vain made two at- 
tempts to penetrate. On theſe occaſions, Capt. Ince, with the 
grenadiers of Otway's, were diſtinguiſhed. While this paſſed 
there, the left were not idle; they had diſpoſſeſſed the enemy of 
two redoubts, and ſuſtained with unparallelled firmneſs the bold 
united efforts of the enemy's regulars, Indians and Canadians, 
till at laſt fairly fought down, and reduced to a handful ; though 
ſuſtained by the zd battalion of Royal Americans from the reſerve, 
and Kennedy's from the centre, where we had nothing to fear. 
they were obliged to yield to ſuperior numbers, and a freſh column 
of Rouſſillon, which penetrated. 

The diforder of the left was ſoon communicated to the right ; 
but the whole retired in ſuch a way, that the enemy did not ven- 
ture upon a briſk purſuit. We left moſt of our cannon, as the 
roughneſs of the ground, and the wreaths of ſnow, made it 1mn- 
poſſible to bring them off ; what could not be brought off were 
nailed up. 

Our killed and wounded amounted to one third of thoſe in the 
field; that of the enemy, by their own confetlion, exceeds 2500 
men ; which may be readily conceiyed, as the aCtion laſted an 
hour and three quarters. 

Here I think it my duty to expreſs my gratitude to the officer: 
in general, and the ſatisfaction I had in the bravery of all the 
troops. 

On the night of the 28th, the enemy opened trenches againſt 
the town ; and, at the ſame time, we fe to work, within, to for- 
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tack thoſe parts of it which ſtill remained to France. In 
the mean time that haughty power was obliged to fit the 
impotent ſpectator of the ruin of her colonies, without be- 

ing 


—— 


tify it, which we never had in our power to attempt ſooner, from 
the ſeverity of this climate during the winter, and the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of exccuting works of more immediate importance laſt au- 
tumn, before the troſt ſet in. I wanted the afliftance of Major 
Mackeller, the chief engincer, dangerouſly wounded in the action; 
his zeal for, and knowledge in the ſervice, is well known; but 
the alacrity of the garriſon made up for every defect. 

My journal of the ſiege, which accompanies this, ſets forth in 
full what was done ; and I flatter myſelf, the extraordinary per- 
formances of the handful of brave men I had left, will pleaſe his 
Majeſty, as much as they ſurprized us who were eye witneſſes to 
them. 

Great praiſe is due to Commodore Swanton, and the Captains 
Sc homberg and Dean; I have not words to exprels the readineſs, 
vivacity, and valour they ſhewed in attacking and deſtroying the 
enemy's ſquadron. Capt. Dean has loſt his ſhip ; but it was in a 
good cauſe, and he has done honour to his country. 

The morning of the 27th of May, I had intended a ftrong ſor- 
tie, to have penetrated into the enemy's camp, which, from the 
information of the priſoners I had taken, and the concurrent ac- 
count of the deſerters, I conceived to be very practicable. 

For this purpoſe, I had ordered the regiments of Amber/t, 
Townſhend, Laſcelles, Anſtruther, and Highlanders, with the 
-renadiers and light infantry under arms, but was informed by 
Lieut. M'Alhin, of my battalion (whom 1 lent out to amuſe the 
enemy With ſmall ſallies) that their trenches were abandoned. 

| inſtantly puſhed out at the head of thefe corps, not doubting 
but we mult have overtaken and forced their rear, and had ample 
revenge for the 28th of April; but 1 was diſappointed, for they 
had croſſed the river Caprouge, before we could come up with 
them. However, we took ſeveral priſoners, and much baggage, 
which would otherwiſe have eſcaped. They left their camp ſtand- 
ing; all their baggage, ſtores, magazines of proviſions and am- 
munition, 34 pieces of battering cannon, ſour of which are braſs 
i 2 pounders, 10 held pieces, 6 mortars, 4 petards, a large quan- 
tity of ſcaling ladders and entrenching tools beyond number ; and 
have retired to their former aſylum, Jacques Cartier. From the 
information of priſoners, deſerters and ſpies, proviſions are very 
{ſcarce : ammunition does not abound; and the greateſt part of the 
Canadians have deſerted them. At prefent they do not exceed 
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ing able to ſend them the ſmalleſt ſuccour. It was then ſhe 
{ound what it was to be inferior at ſea. 

\WVe ſhall reſume the American affairs, when we have re— 
viewed the ſcenes that began about this time to open on the 
theatre of Europe. 


CHAP: 


5000 men. The minute J am joined with that part of my garri- 
fon, which was ſent from hence laſt autumn, I ſhall endeavour to 
co-operate with Mr. Amher/t, towards compleating the reduction 
of this country; though, if rightly informed, he can hardly act 
by the lakes before the month of Tuly, of which I am the more 
convinced, becauſe from the intelligence forwarded to him laſt 
February, of the enemy's deſigns, by Licut. Montuſor, he would 
certainly have been upon them betore now, had it been at all 
practicable. 

Major Maitland, the bearer of theſe difpatches, who has acted 
as Adjutant General this laſt winter, is well acquainted with all 
our tranſactions here; he has a thorough knowledge of the coun- 
try, and can give you the beſt lights with regard to the meaſures 
farther to be taken n, relative to his Majeſty's views in Canada. 

cannot finiſh this long letter, without obſerving how much I 
think myſelf obliged to the Lieut. Governor, Col. Burton; his 
activity and zeal were conſpicuous during the whole courſe of this 
winter's campaign, and I flatter myſelt, Sir, you will be pleaſed 
to lay his ſervices before his Majeſty. 

P. S. Since I have wrote the above, a nation of Indians has ſur- 
endered, and entered into an alliance with us. 


I have the honour to be, 
With great regard, 
SIR, yours, Ec. 
JAMES MURRAY. 


Admiralty-Office, Tune 27, 1760. 


APTAIN Schomberg arrived this morning, with diſpatches 
from Lord Colville, and Commodore Swanton, dated at Que- 
bec, the 24th of May, giving an account, that on the [1th of 
that month, the latter arrived at the Ifle of Bec, in the river of St. 
Laurence, with the Vanguard and Diana, where he intended to 


wait for ſuch of his ſquadron as had ſeparated from him in his * 
1. I age 
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tack thoſe parts of it which ſtill remained to France. In 
the mean time that haughty power was obliged to fit the 
impotent ſpectator of the ruin of her colonies, without be- 


ing 


— ——— 


tify it, which we never had in our power to attempt ſooner, from 
the ſeverity of this climate during the winter, and the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of executing, works of more immediate importance laſt au- 
tunm, before the troſt ſet in. I wanted the aſſiſtance of Major 
Mackeller, the chief engincer, dangerouſly wounded in the action; 
his zeal for, and knowledge in the ſervice, is well known; but 
the alacrity of the garriſon made up for every defect. 

My journal of the ſiege, which accompanies this, ſets forth in 
full what was done ; and I flatter myſelf, the extraordinary per- 
formances of the handful of brave men I had left, will pleaſe his 
Majeſty, as much as they ſurprized us who were eye witneſſes to 
them. 

Great praiſe is due to Commodore Swanton, and the Captains 
Schomberg and Dean; I have not words to expreſs the readineſs, 
vivacity, and valour they ſhewed in attacking and deſtroying the 
enemy's ſquadron. Capt. Dean has loſt his ſhip ; but it was in a 
good cauſe, and he has done honour to his country. 

The morning of the 27th of May, I had intended a ſtrong ſor- 
tie, to have penetrated into the enemy's camp, which, from the 
information of the priſoners I had taken, and the concurrent ac- 
count of the deſerters, I conceived to be very practicable. 

For this purpoſe, I had ordered the regiments of Amber}, 
Townſhend, Laſcelles, Anſtruther, and Highlanders, with the 
©renadiers and light infantry under arms, but was informed by 
Lieut. MAlpin, of my battalion (whom 1 lent out to amuſe the 
cnemy with ſmall ſallies) that their trenches were abandoned. 

| inſtantly puſhed out at the head of theſe corps, not doubting 
but we muſt have overtaken and forced their rear, and had ample 
revenge for the 28th of April; but I was diſappointed, for they 
had croſſed the river Caprouge, before we could come up with 
them. However, we took ſeveral priſoners, and much baggage, 
which would otherwiſe have eſcaped. They left their camp ſtand- 
ing; all their baggage, ſtores, magazines of proviſions and am- 
munition, 34 pieces of battering cannon, ſour of which are braſs 
i 2 pounders, 10 held pieces, 6 mortars, 4 petards, a large quan- 
tity of ſcaling ladders and entrenching tools beyond number ; and 
have retired to their former aſylum, Jacques Cartier. From the 
information of priſoners, deſerters and ſpies, proviſions are very 
{ſcarce : ammunition does not abound; and the greateſt part of the 
Canadians have deſerted them. At preſent they do not exceed 
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ing able to ſend them the ſmalleſt ſuccour. It was then ſhe 
{ound what it was to be inferior at ſea. 

\We ſhall reſume the American affairs, when we have re- 
viewed the ſcenes that began about this time to open on the 
theatre of Europe. 


CHA P. 


5000 men. The minute I am joined with that part of my garri- 
fon, which was ſent from hence laſt autumn, I ſhall endeavour to 
co-operate with Mr. Amber, towards compleating the reduction 
of this country; though, if rightly informed, he can hardly act 
by the lakes before the month of Tuly, of which I am the more 
convinced, becauſe from the intelligence forwarded to him laſt 
February, of the enemy's deſigns, by Lieut. Montuſor, he would 
certainly have been upon them before now, had it been at all 
practicable. 

Major Maitland, the bearer of theſe diſpatches, who has acted 
as Adjutant General this laſt winter r, 1s well acquainted with all 
our tranſactions here; he has a thorough knowledge of the coun- 
try, and can give you the beſt lights with regard to the meaſures 
farther to be taken, relative to his Majeſty's views in Canada. 

cannot finiſh this long letter, without obſerving how much ! 
think myſelf obliged to the Lieut. Governor, Col. Burton; his 
activity and zeal were conſpicuous during the whole courſe of this 
winter's campaign, and I flatter myſelt, Sir, you will be pleaſed 
to lay his ſervices before his Majeſty. 

P. S. Since I have wrote the above, a nation of Indians has ſur- 
rendered, and entered into an alliance with us. 


hade the honour to be, 
Hith great regard, 
$1 R, yours, Ec. 
JAMES MURRAY. 
Admiralty-Office, Tune 27, 1760. 


APTAIN Schomberg arrived this morning, with diſpatches 
from Lord Colville, and Commodore Swanton, dated at Que- 

bec, the 24th of May, giving an account, that on the [1th of 
that month, the latter arrived at the Ifle of Bec, in the river of St. 
Laurence, with the Vanguard and Diana, where he intended to 
wait for ſuch of his ſquadron as had ſeparated from him in his wk 
1. I age 
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CHAT: 
Diſtreſs of Saxony. M. Broglio commands the main body of 


the French army. St. Germain commands on the Rhine. 
Engliſh army reinforced. King of Pruſſia's loſſes. Thea- 
tre of the war in the eaſt of Germany. Pofitions of the 
Auſtrian and Pruffan armies. Battle of Landſhut. Pruſ- 


ſiun army under Fouquet deſtroyed. 


A Winter remarkably ſevere ſucceeded the bloody cam- 
paign of 1758. At Bareith in the night of the 16th 
of December, the cold was inſupportable. Reaumur's 

ther- 


ſage from England; but having on the 14th, received advice 
from Brig. Gen. Murray, that the enemy had beſieged Quebec, he 
got under fail with the utmoſt diſpatch, and anchored above Point 
Levi the 15th in the evening, where he found the Leo/toffe, one 
of his ſquadron, which arrived a few days before, and whoſe com- 
mander, Capt. Deane, immediately came off to him with a meſſage 
from the General, earneſtly recommending the ſpeedy removal of 
the French naval force above the town, conſiſting of two frigates, 
two armed ſhips, and many ſmaller veſſels; in conſequence of 
which he ordered Capt. Schomberg of the Diana, and Capt. Deane 
of the Leo/toffe, to (lip their cables early the next morning, and at- 
tack the enemy; but they were no ſooner in motion, than the ene- 
my fled in the greateſt hurry and diforder : the Pomona, one of 
the frigates, was driven on ſhore above Cape Diamond; the Ata- 


O : : 
lanta, the other frigate, run aſhore, and was burnt at Point Au 


Tremble, about ten leagues above the town; and moſt of the 
other ſhips and veſſels were likewiſe driven aſhore, or effectually 
deſtroyed. 

The night following, the enemy raiſed the ſiege of Quebec ve- 
ry precipitately, leaving their cannon, ſmall arms, ſtores, &c. be- 
hind them. 

The Leo/toffe run upon ſome unknown rocks, in purſuit of the 
enemy, and was irrecoverably loſt, but the officers and men were 
ſaved. 

Lord Colville failed from Halifax with the ſquadron under his 
command, the 22d of April, but did not arrive at Quebec till the 
18th of May; having been much retarded in his paſſage by thick 
togs, great quantities of ice, and contrary winds. 


[ Gazette Extraordinary. ] 
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thermometer was ſunk to 15, which is preciſely the ſame 
degree it fell to in 1709. A year like this diſtinguiſhed by 
the intenſeneſs of the cold, and the fury of war. Birds 
dropped dead in their flight. At Leipſic ten centinels were 
frozen to death. An infectious diſeaſe which began in the 
armies, diffuſed itſelf among the inhabitants of Saxony, 
and made a dreadful havock. A peſtilential contagion ra- 
red among the cattle. Famine was ſoon added to the reſt 
of their calamities; and every miſery that can afflict man- 
kind, was poured out upon that unfortunate people with 
the moſt liberal meaſure. There was no proſpect of an al- 
leviation of theſe diſtreſſes. On the contrary, the ſufter- 
ings of the people only made their ſovereigns more earneſt 
for revenge; and out of the general want a reſource aroſe 
to their armies, who were the more readily recruited, be- 
cauſe the ant, pay and ſubſiſtence of a ſoldier, became an 
object of envy to the wretched peaſantry in moſt ot theſe 
countries; * death ſeemed more honourab le and lels 
certain by the ſword, than by penury and diſcaſe 

France and England vied in their endeavours to augment 
their forces in Germany. M. Broglio had now the com- 
mand of the grand army, and the ſole conduct of the ge- 
neral plan of operations. He had early in this year, been 
honoured with the ſtaff of a marſhal of France. And no— 
thing was omitted to give luſtre to his command, and to 
furniſh him with every means of exerting his talents. His 
corps was augmented to near 100,000 effective men. Thir- 
ty thouſand drawn out of their quarters in Duſſeldorp, 
Cleves, Cologne and Weſel, and compleated by draughts 
trom France, tormed a ſeparate army on the Rhine, under 
the Count de St. Germain. This diſpoſition was made 
not only to divide the attention of the allied army, but to 
prevent the ill conſequences of the miſunderſtanding which 
was known to ſubſiſt between this general and the Duke 
de Broglio. The third army propoſcd at the cloſe of the 
foregoing campaign did not appear. 

On the fide of England, the preparat tions were not leſs 
conſiderable in proportion to her ability for that kind of 
war. Six regiments of foot commanded by Major Gene- 
ral Griffin, were forthwith ſent to reinforce the allied ar- 
my. Elhot's regiment of light horſe ſoon followed them. 
At the opening of this campaign, we had in Germany 
twelve regiments of heavy, and one of light horſe ; 214 

1 twelve 


268 The His TORY of the WAR. 1760. 


twelve regiments, with two Highland battalions of foot; 
the whole amounted to near 22,000 men. In the courſe 
of the ſummer, they were further reinforced to near 25,000. 
Such a number of Britiſh troops, ſerving in one army, had 
not been ſeen on the continent, for two hundred years paſt. 
The allied army indeed fell ſhort of the French in numbers; 
but they exceeded it in the quality of the troops. Thoſe 
newly arrived from England were freſh but not undiſciplin- 
ed; the old were indeed haraſſed, but they had been ac- 
cuſtomed to victory, 
In the beginning of the year, the death of the 
Jan. 31. Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel had excited ſome ap- 
rehenſions; the diſpoſitions of the ſucceſſor were 
uncertain; and his withdrawing himſelf from the cauſe of 
the allies would have made a breach in their army, that it 
would have proved almoſt impoſſible to ſton. But theſe 
fears were ſoon diſſipated. The new Landgrave among 


the very firſt acts of his government, gave the ſtrongeſt 


proofs of his ſteady adherence to the ſyſtem of his father, 


and even agreed to add conſiderably to the Heſſian troops 
in the pay of Great Britain ; ſo that all things promiſed as 
tavourably to the allies, as from that irremediable inferiori- 
ty in numbers could have been expected. 

The king of Pruſſia was under far greater difficulties ; 
he had felt 2 heavieſt Llows, and was moſt {canted in the 
means of healing them. 

His loſſes were not to be reckoned by the men killed and 
priſoners, but by armies deſtroyed or taken. Forty gene- 
rals had died, or were {lain in his ſervice, ſince the 1ſt of 
October 1756, excluſive of thoſe who had been wounded, 
diſabled, or made priſoners. And this alone would have 
been a loſs not to be repaired, if theſe murdering wars 
which cut off ſo many experienced officers, did not at the 
ſame time, form ſo many more to ſupply their places. The 
king had renewed his alliance on the former terms with 
Great Britain. By his indefatigable induſtry, no gaps were 
ſeen in his armies. But they were no longer the ſame 
troops, and if the king of Pruſſia had formeriy the merit of 
ably commanding the moit excellent armies; he was now 
to fill up the moſt remarkable deficiency on the part of his 
troops by his own heroiſm ; and to undertake far more ar- 
duous enterprizes, than his firſt, with infinitely weaker in— 
ſtruments. His affairs wore a bad aſpect in the opening of 

the 
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the former year. In this they ſeemed altogether deipe- 
rate. 

The Ruſſians had ſuffered ; but they were ſufficiently 
reinforced. The Swedes who had been generally obliged 
to give ground in the winter, had in that of 1759 the ad- 
vantage in ſeveral ſmart ſkirmiſhes, and had even taken 
priſoner the Pruſſian general Manteuffel. As to the Auf- 
trians, victorious for a whole campaign almoſt without 
fighting, their armies and magazines were full, their corps 
compleat, their men freſh, vigorous, and full of reſolution. 
Several ſkirmiſhes of conſequence had been fought during 
the ceſſation of the great operations; and they were gene— 
rally to their advantage. 

The King of Pruſſia was ſenſible, that in this, as in the 
former campaigns, he ſhould be attacked by four armies; 
and that his dominions would be inveſted upon «every ide. 
As theſe operations were very extenſive and complicated, 
to enable the reader to form an idea of the campaign, it 
will not be amiſs to ſay ſomething of the ground the king 
had to defend, which is circumſtanced in this manne 

To the north is Pomerania. This country 1s very open - 
and it - detended on that part on which the Swedes gene- 
rally act, with but few, and thoſe mean fortificgtions, An- 
clam, mate and Paſſew alk. But then the ' Swediſh 
army 1s not numerous, and if they ſhouid attempt to pene- 
trate far into the country, they muſt leave Stetin, in which 
there is always a ſtrong garriſon behind them to their leſt, 
which would render their ſubſiſtence difficult, and their re- 
treat in caſe of any misfortune, extremely hazardous ; and 
they have not ſufficient ſtrength to maſter this place by a 

reg! ular ſiege. This has always proved a check to the pro- 
greſs of that army, even when they have been otherwiſe 
ſucceſsful. 

This ſame country to the eaſtward of the Ocer, is one 
great object of the Ruſſian deſigns. Its chief ſtrength in 
this quarter is the town of Colberg; a place they have 
frequently attempted, but always without ſucceſs. And 
their failure, in this inſtance, has been the main cauſe why 
they have never been able to take winter quarters in the 
King of Pruſſia's dominions, or even during the campaign, 
to make any conſiderable impreſſion upon Pomerania. For 
they can have no communication with their own country by 
ſea, for want of this port. On their rear, lies the exten- 
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ſive and inhoſpitable deſert of Waldow ; and this with the 
uncertain diſpoſition of the city of Dantzick, renders their 
ſupplies of proviſion from Poland difficult and precarious, 
Neither 1s it poſſible in theſe circumſtances, to unite their 
forces with thoſe of Sweden acting in the fame country. 

The Oder flows between them; which is fo commanded by 
the city of Stetin, as to make all communication between 
theſe armies in a great meaſure impracticable. Inſomuch, 
that on the ſide of Pomerania, the force of theſe two pow- 

ers is compelled to act ſeparately, without concert, and 
therefore weakly and ineffectually. 

To the weſtward, the King of Pruſſia 1s ſufficiently co- 
vered by the city of Magdebourg, the ſtrongeſt place in his 
dominions, and in that part of Germany. Here are bis 
greateſt magazines, and his principal founderies; and this is 
the repoſitory of Whatever he finds neceſſary to place out of 
the reach of ſudden inſult. 

To the ſouthward he is obliged to defend Saxony and Si- 
leſia. Both of theſe countries on their frontiers towards Bo- 
hemia, riſe into very rough, broken, and mountainous 
grounds, abounding in advantageous poſts and ſtrong fituati- 
ons. Luſatia lies between them; a level ſandy plain, (in- 
terſperſed with pine-woods,) extending without any obſta- 
cle to the very gates of Berlin. Through this country the 
king's communication between Sileſia and Saxony muſt be 
kept up, and therefore it has been from the beginning of 
this war, the great ſcene of thoſe remarkable marches and 
counter-marches, by which his Pruſſian majeſty has acqui- 
red ſo great a reputation; and alſo of thoſe bold and ſudden 
attempts which have diſtinguiſhed ſome of the generals of 
the adverſe party. As an army cannot be advantageouſly 
poſted in this territory, it has not been uſual for a conſide- 
rable body to remain there long ; and it is particularly un- 
favourable to defenſive operations. This country may be 
conſidered as the curtin, and the frontiers of Saxony and 
Sileſia as the baſtions, that flank the fort of fortification, 
which the king is to maintain. 

No part of that monarch's territories are naturally more 
deſenceleſs than the eaſtern ; at the ſame time that it is at- 
tacked by the moſt powerful of his enemies. A country al- 

together ſandy and level, extends along both ſides of the 
Oder, from the northern frontier of Sileſia, until it meets 
Pomerania, a country of the ſame kind. There is no re- 

ſpectable 


1760. The HisToRY of the WAR. 271 


ſpectable fortification on this ſide; and the river Warta 
that falls here into the Oder, makes the tranſport of pro- 
viſions, and conſequently the ſubſiſtence of the armies that 
act againſt him more eaſy. 

As to Sileſia, it is covered on the Bohemian fide with 
mountains, and it contains places of ſuch ſtrength as to be 
above the neceſſity of yielding to the firſt army that appears 
before them. Indeed it is to be remarked, that ſuch a de- 
gree of ſtrength ſcems ſufficient for the kind of ſervice 
which has diſtinguiſhed this war. Never was a war of ſuch 
a length and extent, in which fewer ſieges of conſequence 
have been formed; and the late ſervice which aftords fo 
large a field for experience in every other ſpecies of military 
operations, affords very little matter of improvement in the 
art of reducing or defending ſtrong places. 

The King of Pruſſia's deſign ſeems to have been to ſave 
himſelf as much as poſſible to the end of the campaign; 
the only time when his ſucceſs might be deciſive, and his 
ill-fortune not ruinous. He therefore formed a defenſive 
plan. In purſuance of this he withdrew his out-poſts from 
Freyberg, and drawing a chain of cantonments from the 
foreſt of Tharandt on his right to the Elbe, he took a moR 

advantageous camp between that river and the Mult; 
ſtrongly entrenching it where it had not been previouſly = 
tified by nature; and furniſhed it with ſo numerous an ar- 
tillery, that they reckoned in their front only 250 pieces of 
CANNON. 

In this ſituation he covered the moſt material parts of 
Saxony, kept the attention of M. Daun's army engaged, 
and was enabled to ſend out reinforcements to Prince Henry, 
or elſewhere, as occaſion ſhould require, without ex poſing 
one part whilſt he defended another. 

Whilſt the King's army defended his conqueſts in Mij- 
nia, Prince Henry had aſſembled an army about Frankfort 
on the Oder, and took various poſitions about that place 
and Croſſen. In this poſition, he commanded three prin- 
Gipal communications, in ſuch a manner as to protect at 
once Sileſia, the New Marche of Brandenburg, and the 
avenues to Berlin; all which were threatened by ſeveral bo- 
dies of the enemy. General Fouquet had eflabliſhed his 
quarters near the county of Glatz, and whilſt he covered 
that ſide of Sileſia, he communicate 4 with Prince Henry, and 
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was ſo diſpoſed as to fend to or receive ſuccours from him, 
as either party ſhould happen to be preſſed. 

M. Daun, as ſoon as he ſaw that the King of Pruſſia lad 
fortified himſelf in his poſt, he too buried himſelf in en- 
trenchments, and kept the moſt attentive eye upon all his 
majcſty's motions. Whilſt he confined himſelf in this po- 
ſition, in order to tie down the King of Pruflia, general 
Laudohn, with a ſtrong but light and diſincumbered army, 
moved from the camp he had occupied during the winter in 
Bohemia, and preſenting himſelf alternately on the fide of 
Lufatia, and on the frontiers of Sileſia, threatened ſome— 
times to penetrate to Berlin, ſometimes by a bold ſtroke to 
eftect ajunction with the Ruſſians, and attack Prince Henry, 
ſometimes to fit down before Glatz, Schweidnitz, or Breſ- 
lau; and thus the alarm was ſpread upon every ſide, not 
knowing where the ſtorm would fall. 

At length he declared himſelf. Having by ſeveral feints 
perſuaded general Fouquet that his intentions were againit 
Schweidnitz, that general marched thither a conſiderable 
body of his troops, and left Glatz, uncovered. As ſoon as 
Laudohn perceived this movement, he on his ſide made 

another, and poſſeſſed himſelf of Landſhut ; and when he 
had-taken Landſhut, he pretended a deſign of ſecuring this 
poſt by leaving a ſmall body of troops there. This feint 
alſo ſucceeded, and drew general Fouquet from Schweid- 
nitz back again to Landſhut. He drove the Auſtrians from 
that place without difficulty; but in the mean time Lau- 
dohn made himſelf maſter of ſeveral important paſles, by 
which he was in ſome ſort enabled to ſurround the corps of 
General Fouquet. 

That commander finding himſelf in thoſe dangerous cir- 
cumſtances, had nothing left but to fortify his poſt, for— 
merly made a very ſtrong one, with additional works; 
which he did with ſuch effect, that it had more the reſem- 
blanc ofa regular fortification than an entrenchment. How- 
ever, the army he commanded was far from numerous; and 
he was obliged to wegken it ſtill farther by a detachment of 
2000 men, to preſerve, if poſſible, a communication with 
Schweidnitz. 

Laudohn longed to diſtinguiſh himſelf by ſome capital 
firoke; and he had now by a ſeries of very artful movements 
procured a moſt favourable opportunity. Firſt, therefore, 
he ſhut up with great dexterity the paſſes on every fide, and 
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rendered his adverſary's retreat impracticable. Then he 
began an attack on the Pruſſian entrenchments in 
14 the dead of the night in three different places. 
‚ The ſignal for the aſſault was given by four hawbitzers 


June 23. 


ef fired in the air. The Auſtrians ruſhed to the attack with 

uncommon fury, and maintained it with ſo ſteady a reſo- 
11 lution, that in thee quarters of an hour the two ſtrongeſt 
2 entrenchments were carried, and the line of communicati- 
£ on forced. The Pruſſians at day-break found themſelves 
7 puſhed back from hill to hill, and line to line, to their laſt 
p entrenchments. Their reſiſtance was all along brave, and 
2 their retreat regular. The enemy purchaſed every advan- 


tage at the deareſt rate; but at laſt preſſed upon every ſide, 
1 worn down by a terrible ſlaughter, their general diſabled 


A by two mortal wounds, at eight in the morning the rem- 
10 nant of the army threw down their arms, and ſurrendered 
$ on the field of battle. : | 
8 On the fide of the vanquiſhed, the ſlain were about 4000. 
0 The ſpriſoners were, one general of foot, namely general 
y Fouquet; two major generals; two hundred and thirteen 
X ofkcers of the inferior ranks; and upwards of 7000 private 
1 ſoldiers, 58 pieces of artillery, with a number of colours. 
- Never was a more entire and deciſive victory. The whole 
T army, general, officers, every thing was deſtroyed. Scarce 


three hundred of the body intrenched by Landſhut eſcaped. 
The corps alone which was to preſerve the communicati- 
on, together with ſome bodies of cavalry who had not been 
engaged, with difficulty got into Schweidnitz, where they 
expected every moment to be beſieged. This advantage 
colt the Auftrians above 12000 men killed and wounded. 


7 


CHAT: . 


The Auflrians take Glatz. Situation of the Pruſſian ar- 
mies. King of Pruſſia marches towards Sileſia and de- 
ceives M. Daun. King of Pruſſia returns to Saxony. 
Siege of Dreſden. Town burned. Return of Daun. 
Siege raiſed. Breſlau beſieged by the Auſtrians. March 
of Prince Henry. Laudobn retreats. 


1 victory was purſued with as much rapidity as it 
was obtained with courage and addreſs. Baron Lau- 
dohn immediately turned back from Landſhut, and fell 
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like a ſtorm upon Glatz. Glatz conſiſts of two fortreſles, 
the old and the new. The old was taken by ſtorm ; the 
new ſurrendered at diſcretion. TWo thouſand brave men 
and ſome good works could not defend it againſt the impe- 
tuoſity of the Auſtrians. One hundred and one pieces of 
braſs cannon were taken. Immenſe magazines of proviſi- 
on and military ſtores piled up in this frontier place to ta- 
vour in better times an irruption into Bohemia, fell into the 

hands of the conqueror. F very thing gave way. The 
poſſeſſion of Glatz laid all Sileſia open, and the Auſtrians 
might turn their arms upon any fide without the leaſt dan- 
ger to the freedom of their retreat. Neither was there any 


fort of army to give the leaſt obſtruction. The King of 


Pruſſia held down by M. Daun, was in Saxony. Florin 
Henry was allo at a great diſtance towards Cuſtrin. If tha 
Prince attempted to move to the relief of Sileſia, he le 
open Brancenburgh, and even Berlin itſelf to the irruptions 
of the Ruſſians. If he remained in his poſt, Sileſia was in- 
evitably loſt. Even his ſpeedieſt march ſeemed by no mean: 
a certain way to reheve it. The King was yet further dii- 
tant; and any motion of his threatened to ſhake and un- 
hinge the whole ſcheme of his defence; expoſing at once 
Saxony and Berlin. The loſs of his third army, ſmall as 
that army was, laid him under difficulties that ſeemed in- 
ſuperable. 
Favoured by theſe circumſtances, Laudohn had onl 
chuſe what direction he ſhould give his arms. Sileſia, : 4s 
has been obſerved, lay open before him. He had threat- 


cned Schweidnitz; but he ſaw that Breflau was a place of 


greater conſequence, much more caſily reduced, and that 
the poſſeſſion of it tacilitated a ſundion with the Ruſſians; 
a point on which the ultimate improvement of his victory 
wholly depended. The place beſides is of fo great extent, 
and the works ot ſo little comparative ſtrength, that he 
had no ſmall hopes of maſtering it before Prince Henry 
could come, 1t he thould at all attempt to come to its re- 
lief. 

He therefore de layed no longer than the march of his 
heavy artillery and the neceſſary preparatives required, to 
lay ſiege to the capital of Sileſia, of whoſe ſafety the moſt 
ſanguine friends of his Pruſſian majeſty began to deſpair. 

But in the interval between the battle of Landſhut and 
the commencement of the ſiege of Breſlau, the King of 
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Pruſſia was not idle. His thoughts were continually em- 
ployed to repair this diſaſter ; all ordinary reſources were 
impracticable or ineffectual. His genius alone could enter 
the lifts with his ill fortune. Placing therefore his hopes 
in himſelf, he aimed by a daring and unexpeQted ſtroke, to 
draw even from ſo ſevere a misfortune ſome new and more 
brilliant advantages. 

In purſuance of the plan he had laid, he diſpo- July 2. 
ſed all things for a march towards Sileſia, and 
had paſſed the Flbe and penetrated through a woody coun- 
try without oppoſition ; had the enemy been appriſed of 
his march as carly as he began it, it had been attended with 
great and unſurmountable difficulties, Marſhal Daun no 
ſooner had advice of his march, than he alſo immediately 
moved with the utmoſt expedition at the head of his main 
army towards Sileſia, leaving the army of the Empire, and 
a body under General Lacy, to awe Saxony 1 in his abſence. 

The two armies continued their route through Luſatia; 
that of the King of Pruſſia a little to the northward, that 
of Marſflal Daun to the ſouthward ; both apparently puſh- 
ing towards the ſame object, and with equal eagerneſs. But 
as the army of the marſhal had rather the ſhorter cut to 

make, and as he moved with ſar-greater and more unaf- 
fected diligence, he got very conſiderably the ſtart of the 
King. 

When his majeſty was appriſed that M. Daun 
had gained full two days march upon him; that July 8. 
he had actually arrived at Gorlitz,and was puſhing 
by forced marches to Lauban; his great purpoſe was ob— 
tained. Immediately he truck into M. Daun's track, but 
wheeled into the oppoſite direction, repaſſed the Spree near 
Bautzen, and whilſt every one imagined him on the fron— 
tiers of Sileſia, he ſuddenly ſprung np like a mine before 
Dreſden. The army of the h mp re erctired. Lacy 's corps was 
obliged to ſhift its ſituation. The Pruſſian generals Hulſen 
and Ziethen, who had probably keen prepared to act in con- 
cert with the King, joined him before that place, 
and knowing os was no rooin for delay, began July 13. 
the ſiege with the utmoſt vigour. 

Then was this moſt unfortunate city a third time expo- 
{ed to the fury of war. The inha tbitants ſuffered in their 
en TeX for the weakneſs of the works; aud there were 

mies both without and within of ſuch mutual and deter- 
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mined rage, and fo careleſs of all things but their enmity, 
that they little ſcrupled to ſtrike at each other through 
the bodies of the ſuffering Saxons. All Europe had now 
its eyes turned to the event of this maſterly manœuvre; and 
certainly through the whole courſe of this eventiul war, 
nothing appeared more worthy of regard, nor at any time 
had there been exhibited a piece of generalſhip more com- 
pleat, than the conduct of the King of Pruſha's march. 

Since Dreſden had fallen into the hands of the Auſtrians, 
it had been ſtrengthened with the addition of ſeveral new 
works. The burning of the ſuburbs by the Pruſſians, in 
order to keep them out, became an advantage to them 
when they came to poſſeſs the town. In ſhort, the place 
was rendered in all reſpects more defenſible than formerly. 
It had alſo a very large garriſon under General Macguire, 
an officer of courage and experience, who reſolved to main- 
tain 1t to the laſt extremity: when he was ſummoned to 
ſurrender, he made anſwer, ** 'That it was impoſſible the 
king could have been appriſed with his being entruſted with 
the command of that capital; otherwiſe ſo great a captain 
as his majeſty would not make ſuch a propoſal to an officer of 
his ſtanding : that he would defend himſelf to the laſt man; 5 
and wait whatever the king ſhould think proper to attempt.” 

Both parties being therefore inſpired with the utmoſt 
reſolution, the one to attack, the other to defend, the ſiege 
was puſhed on by every method of force and addreſs; ; there 
was ſcarce any intermiſſion of aſſaults, ſurprizes, coups de 
mains, fallies, and all kind of actions uſed on ſuch occaſions; 
and all the moſt vigorous in their way. In the mean dne 
three batteries of cannon and mortars played continually, 
but with much greater damage to the buildings than effect 
on the fortifications, 

Marſhal Daun was in Sileſia when he heard all at once 
of the deceit. put upon him by the King of Pruflia of his 
return to Saxony, of the ſiege, and the extreme danger of 
Dreſden. His return was as rapid as his march had been. 
On the 19th he appeared within a league of Dreſden. His 
approach only cauſed the Pruſſians to redouble their efforts; 
that day they had received reinforcements of heavy cannon 
and mortars, and battered the place with new fury. The 
cathecial church, the new ſquare, ſeveral principal ſtreets, 
tome palaces, the noble manufactory of porcelain, were all 
entirely reduced to aſhes, 
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The ſiege continued till the 22d. 'J he night of the 21ſt, 
M. Daun had thrown ſixteen battalions into Dreſden, It 
was in vain to continue any longer the pretence of befieg- 
ing a whole army within the town, whilſt at the ſame time 
there was another army to reinforce it without. 'I he king 
withdrew his forces without moleſtation from the ſuburbs, 
though there were three conſiderable armies of the enemy 
in the neighbourhood, beſides that which was within the 
walls. | 

Thus ended, without the ſucceſs ſo maſterly a proceed- 
ing deſerved, the King of Pruſſia's famous ſtratagem. But 
the want of ſucceſs can detract nothing from the merit of 
the meaſure. By drawing Marſhal Daun from Saxony to 
Sileſia he gained the uſe of eight days, free of obſtruction 
from the enemy's grand army; eight days at a time when 
hours and even moments were critical. In this time he 
had certainly a chance at leaft of reducing Dreſden; and by 
the poſſeſſion of that place he would have found himſelf in- 
finitely better able to carry his arms to the defence of every 
part of his territories for the preſent, and for the future 
would have that great place of retreat in cate of any misfor- 
tune. It he failed in this attempt his affairs were preciſely 
in their former condition; and he could not ſuffer in repu— 
tation by having made 1t. 

As the King of Pruſſia could not be blamed for the ſpecdy 
return of Marſhal Daun, and the conſequences of that re— 
turn ; ſo neither in effect could the Marſhal ſuffer any juſt 
imputation in having been deccived by the king's march. 
He knew that there were very plauſible motives to call, and 
even to preſs him to move that wav. Ile knew that if the 


king ſhould get into Stlefia without any oppoſiticn from 
him, Laudohn might not only be deprived of ail the advan- 


1 


tages he could hope for from his late victory, but by being 


would run the riſque. of a «dcteat that might fully revenge 
that of Landſhut. 

Whatever the merit oi either of the commandars might 
be on this occaſion, it is certain that Laudohn met nv con- 
tiderable obſtruction. 

Rut Laudohn who ſaw all things prepared for an ohſti- 
nate defence, did not whRoily truſt to bis military mandu— 
vres. He ſent a letter to the governer Count Tavenzion, 
to intimicate him by the diſplay of his ſtrength. He ſat 
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forth, that his forces conſiſted of 50 battalions and 80 ſqua- 
drons; that the Ruſſian army of 75,000 men were within 
three days march; that it was in vain for the governor to 
expect ſuccour from the King of Pruſſia, who was then 
at the other ſide of the Elbe, that it was ſtill more vain 
to look for relief from Prince Henry, who could ſcarce 
hope to ſtand his own ground againſt the grand army of 
the Ruſſians; that in caſe of obſtin acy he could expect no 
reaſonable terms: and that thefe were the laſt that ſhoutd 
be offered. Moreover he reminded him that the place 
was a mercantile town, not a fortreſs; and that he could 
not detend it without contravening the laws of war. 

Theſe rules, by which honour is reduced to act, not 
by its own feelings, but according to intrinſical circum- 
ſtances z rules by which they have Attempted to determine 
exactly and mechanically that niceſt of all lines which diſ- 
criminates courage from raſhneſs, form one of the ſtrongeſt 
inſtances of the great difference between the antient and 
modern methods and ideas of war. In the antient times, 
a brave commander would have anſwered this threatning 
meſſage in general terms of defiance. But Count Taven- 
zien reſpected theſe imaginary laws. He took care to 
prove that in defending the town, he did not infringe 
them; and ſpoke as Laudohn had done in the character 
of a military juriſconſult, as well as a ſoldier; he gave 
for reply, That the town of Breſlaw being ſurrounded 
with works and wet ditches, was to be confidered a5 a 
place of ſtrength, and not fimply as a mercantile town. 
That the Auſtrians themſelves defended it as ſuch in 1757, 
after the battle of Liſſa. That the king had command- 
ed him to defend it to the laſt extremity, that therefore 
General Laudohn might fee it was not from humour ke 
had refuſed to liſten to his ſummons. That he was 
not frighted with the General's threats to deſtroy the town; 
for he was not entruſted with the care of the houſes, but 
the fortifications. 

Laudohn had alfo ſent in a memorial in the ſame menac— 
ing ſtile, where he thought it might have a greater effect, 
to the civil magiſtrates, hoping that the ruin with w hich 
the town was threatened, might induce them to join with 
the inhabitants, to perſuade the governor to a ſpecdy 
ſurrender. 

All theſe menacing meaſures ſeern-d to argue a fear in 
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Baron Laudohn, that the Ruſſians were not fo near as he 
pretended, and that the town might poſſibly be relieved be- 
fore their arrival. However he ſhewed them, at nine of the 
very evening of the meſlage, that his threats were not vain, 
by a terrible diſcharge of mortars and red hot balls that 
fell in an uninterrupted ſhower upon the city until midnight. 
During this fherce bombardment, that made a dread{ul 
havock in the town, he attempted the out-works by aſtault. 
His Croats attacked the covered-Ymay in many places at once, 
with the uſual impetuoſity of thoſe brave irregulars ; but 
they were received and repulſed with a reſolution equal to 
their own, and with more fteadineſs. 

The operation of this dreadfub night having made no im- 
preſton on the inflexible determination of the governor, 
Baron Laudohn had once more recourſe to negotiation. He 
now changed his itile, and held out the moſt flattering pro- 
poſitions; offering to grant him what capitulations he ſhould 
think proper to aſk, and even to leave himſelf to draw up 
the articles. The governor replied that the firing the town 
had made no change in his reſolution ; that he would wait 
with firmneſs for the enemy upon the r ramparts; but that 
he could not help obſerving, it was contrary to the laws of 
arms to begin the ſiege of a fortreſs, by ruining its inha- 
bitants. The meſſenger made anſwer, that the trenches 
would be ſoon opened. The governor ſaid, it was what 
he had long expected. | 

The Auſtrians, foiled in their hopes from treaty, conti- 
nued to batter the town, and made feveral attacks upen 
the out-works for three days ſucceſſively. They found every 
poſt bravely defended; the Ruſſian army did not appear, 
but they now began to perceive the approach of another 
army leſs agreeable; that of Prince Henry; which having 
marched with the utmoſt diligence from Great Glogau, now 

came faſt upon him; and on the 5th of Auguſt, reached 
within a tew miles of the town. 


Laudohn did not think it expedient to put the advantage 
he had gained, and thoſe which he had yet to expect from 
the management of time, to the iſſue of a battle; he there- 
tore decamped and made his retreat in good order, but with 
ſufficient quickneſs ; having procured from this enterpriſe 
only the wretched ſatisfaction of reducing a great part of 
the city to a heap of rubbiſh, and of having revenged upon 
Breſlaw ſome part of the ſufferings 9; Dreſden, 
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Canfe of the lawnefs of the Allies and French. Advantages 
„ite fide of the French. Difference between Brogliz and 
9 Germain. Marburg and Dillenburg taken by the 
«s neh. Battle of Cor bach. Hereditary Prince wou nded. 
rarize and defeat of Monſieur Glaubitæ at Er mſdorf. 

The Allies change their camp. Action at Marburg. 


iT, French and allied armies had been reinforced in 
6 | the manner we have already mentioned. But the 
vigour of their operations did not altogether correſpond with 
what might have been expected from their ſtrength and 
mutual animoſity. The campaign, at leaſt in any effective 
manner, opened late. A country which had been ſo long 
the thcatre of fo ruinous a war, had bcen too much waſted 
to make the ſubtiſtence, and conſequently the free motion 
&f the armies caſy. The winter had been ſevere and long; 
and it was not until the green forage appeared plentitully 
above ground, that thoſe great bodies of cavalry, which 
make ſo large a part in our modern armies, were in a 
condition to act. The ſufferings of the Engliſh horſe, 
from a want of dry forage, during a great part of the 
winter and the ſpring had been extreme ; this obliged them 
to fall much further back from the F rench cantonments; and 
to moleſt them leſs than they otherwiſe would have done. It 
vas beſides a loſs, that at the opening of the campaign, they 
bad fo extenſive a tract betw cen them and Hanover ; which 
by an artſul choice of poi!s might have been vielded ſtep 
by ite Ps and the campaign ſo managed and ſpun out, that 
the ſeaſon of action muſt have expired, before the French 
could have reaped any deciftive advantage from their ſu- 
pcriority | 
Although the French were during the winter ſupplied 
ſar better man. the ailies with all neccflaries by the com- 
mand of the Maine, the Moſelle and the Rhine; and that 
the countries at their back had been much leſs conſumed 
by the war; yet the ſame difhculties embarraſſed them as 
ſoon as they thought of taking the field, and quitting their 
advantageous cantonments. Therefore there was a flow- 
neſs in the principal armies upon both parts, until the mid- 
dle of ſummer. 
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Not however, but that ſomething was attempted in this 
interval, by leſſer parties. On the ſide of the Rhine, ſome 
actions happened between the army of St. Germain, and 
the corps of General Sporken, who was poſted at Dulmen, 
to obſerve the French in that quarter. Dulmen formed 
the right flank of the chain of cantonments made by the 
allied army, which extended its left to the ſouth-eaſt fron- 
tiers of the country of Heſſe, above an hundred and fifty 
miles diſtant. 'I he Hereditary Prince who was on that 
wing, exerted, as much as circumſtances would permit, his 
uſual activity and enterprize. He threw himſelt into the 
diſtrict of Fulda; he laid it under an heavy contribution, 
and broke up ſeveral French corps that were poſted there. 

Theſe actions decided nothing. The French army ſu— 
perior in numbers, and in fituation, advanced; and the 
allies, who ſeemed to have choſen the defenſive, gradually 
retired. In effect, if the French had purſued their original 
plan, it would have proved almoſt impoſſible for the allied 
army to maintain its ground. If St. Germain, poſſeſſed of 
Cleves, Weſel, and Duſſeldorp, had advanced on the ſide 
of Munſter ; and M. Broglio moving forward through the 
country of Heſſe, had made a ſtrong detachment to the 
caſtward of the Weſer, whilſt with his main body he en- 
gaged the attention of Prince Ferdinand, the allies would 
ſhortly have found themſelves encloſed upon three ſides ; 
and nothing could have extricated them but a capital vic- 
tory obtained under every diſadvantage. 

The French army was ſufficiently numerous for theſe 
operations. But it was ſuſpected that the jealouſy which 
ſubſiſted between M. de St. Germain and the Duke of 
Broglio prevented their being carried into execution. This 
miſunderſtanding daily increaſed. Inſomuch, that M. 
Broglio thought fit to order the corps of St. Germain to 
unite itſelf with the grand army. The count, who could 
not brook obedience to a younger officer, and one beſides 
with whom he was not on the beſt terms, re— 
tired from the ſervice. He had only ſerved be- July 23. 
fore upon condition of commanding an army en- 
tirely diſtin, and under his own particular orders. This 
difference deprived France of one of its moſt able generals, 
and diſconcerted one of its moſt promiſed ſchemes of 
operation. : 
Before this miſunderſtanding had produced theſe effects, 
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the affairs of the French went on with all imaginable 
proſperity. The principal army not retarding itſelf, by 
conſideration of the places of ſtrength which the allies 
poſſeſſed in their front, the caſtles of Marburg and Dillen- 
bourg, puſhed forward into the landgraviate of Heſſe, 
leaving detachments to reduce thoſe fortreſſes. The firſt 
ot which ſurrendered on the 3zoth of June, the latter held 
out to the 16th of July ; but the garriſons of both ſurrender- 
ed priſoners of war. 
In the mean time whilſt M. Broglio advanced 
July 10. on the ſide of Heſſe; the corps of St. Germain 
had penetrated through the dutchy of Weſtphalia, 
and the two armies joined near a place called Corbach. 
The allied army had fallen back from the poſt they occu- 
pied at Fritzlar, and were retreating towards the river 
Dymel. As yet they had received no advice of the dreaded 
junction of the French armies ; but as it was imagined that 
the corps of St. Germain only moved that way, and the 
vanguard only of that corps could be arrived at Corbach, 
which could not be eſtimated at more than 10,000 foot, 
and 17 ſquadrons at the utmoſt, the Hereditary Prince 
formed a ſcheme of attacking and driving them from that 
poſt. 

When he had begun the attack, contrary to his expec- 
tation he found the enemy already formed ; but it was now 
impoſſible to recede. The action grew every moment 
more furious and bloody. 'The French ſtood their ground 
with firmneſs, and the main army being extremely near, 
inſtead of being waſted in the action, they grew more nu- 
merous by the reinforcements that were continually ſent. 

In this ſituation it was neceſſary that the Prince ſhould 
make as ſpeedy a retreat as poſſible ; but the difficulty of 
drawing out of the field in the middle of the day, before an 
enemy quite freſh, and every inſtant reinforced, may be 
eaſily imagined. To compleat this difficulty, ſome bodies 
of the German troops both horſe and foot fell into great 
confuſion. The enemy ſaw it at the firſt glance, and to 
increaſe it to the utmoſt diſorder, puſhed forward upon 
them with a numerous artillery and a large body of cavalry. 
The allied army ſeemed to be in the way of inevitable ruin. 

In this exigence the Hereditary Prince, as his laſt re- 
ſource, put himſelf at the head of a ſquadron of Bland's 
and Howard's regiments of dragoons. By theſe the un- 
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common heroiſm of their young leader was perfectly ſe- 
conded. They charged the enemy with the utmoſt fury, 
ſtopped the career of their victorious horſe; and enabled 
the allied battalions to make an undiſturbed retreat. 

The Hereditary Prince was wounded in this action; 
about goo men were killed, wounded, or priſoners, fifteen 
pieces of cannon, the whole of the artillery, was left to the 
enemy, but ſtil] in their circumſtances to have avoided a 
total defeat, was in ſome ſort victory. The well timed 
impetuoſity of the Hereditary Prince, and the ſpirit of the 
Engliſh horſe, could not be too highly praiſed. The Prince 
retired to the main army of the allies, who had now poſſeſ- 
ſed themſelves of the ſtrong poſt of Saxenhauſen : whilſt 
the French continued oppoſite to them in the no leſs ſtrong 
poſt of Corbach, which they had acquired by their victory; 
and here for ſome time they watched each other. 

The Hereditary Prince ſuffered more by this check than 
from the wounds he had received. His mind, forgetful of 
his pain and weakneſs, only brooding over his defeat, ſeek- 
ing out with anxiety an opportunity of revenging his loſs 
by ſome bold, ſignal, and unexpected ſtroke againſt the 
_ It was not long before an opportunity preſented 
itſelf. 

Advice had been received, that among the detachments 
which the French employed to reduce thoſe fortreſſes 
which the allies had garriſoned on their retreat, there was 
one very conſiderable, formed of French and Saxon, under 
Monſ. Glaubitz, moving towards Zicgenhagen, a place of 
importance in the landgraviate of Heſſe. "The Hereditary 
Prince undertook to relieve it, and for that pur— 
poſe ſelected ſix battalions of the German troops, 14 July. 
two brigades of hunters, a regiment of huſſars, 
and Elliot's light dragoons. Although this laſt corps was 
but juſt arrived, had been newly raiſed, and had never ſeen 
any kind of ſervice, the Prince was ſo well pleaſcd with 
their countenance, that he choſe them preferably to all 
others for this difficult enterprize, and the event proved that 
he was not miſtaken. 

Monſ. Glaubitz remained in the molt perfect ſecurity ; 
he was under no ſort of apprehenſion of being moleſted 
by a detachment of an army at ſixty miles diſtance, under 
the eye, and as it were, guard of a ſuperior body which 
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demanded all its attention; when on a ſudden he 
July 16. found himſelf attacked with tlie utmoſt violence. 

The Hereditary Prince having reconnoitred his 
poſition, made a detour of two leagues through woods and 
mountains, fell upon his left, whilſt the reſt of his troops 
climbed the mountains on the oppoſite ſide, and ruſhed 
with the ſame ſpirit upon the right. 

Glaubitz had ſcarce time to form his troops ; and they 
were only formed to be immediately broken. They retired 
with precipitation, leaving their camp and all it contained 
to the enemy. The Prince had ſo diſpoſed his cavalry as 
to cut off the retreat of ſome ; but the moſt conſiderable 
part gained ground upon him. On this occaſion he relied 
entirely on Elliot's horſe, as it was altogether impoſſible 
for the infantry, already haraſſed by the action, and a moſt 
fatiguing forced march of two days, to follow them. At 
the head of this horſe he overtook the fugitives as they 
came out of a wood, charged and broke them five different 
times, ſeparated a body of 500 from the reſt, ſurrounded 
them, and obliged them to throw down their arms. Hav- 
ing routed this, with the like rapidity, he flew to another 
body who had taken poſt near a wood, ſurrounded them in 
the ſame manner; ſummoned and received them all priſo- 
ners of war. A regiment of the enemy's huſſars was en- 
tirely cut to pieces. Nothing was wanting to compleat his 
victory. Elliot's light horſe, proud to be led on by the 
Prince himſelf, and worthy of that honour, had the greateſt 
ſhare of the glory and ſufferings of that day. So young a 
corps had never ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed itſelf. No more 
than 79 of the allies were killed in this action, but of theſe 
71 were of this ſingle regiment. 

The numbers of the enemy killed is not known, but tor a 
time the ſlaughter was terrible. General Glaubitz himſelf 
was made prifoner, together with the Prince of Anhalt. 
There were beſides 177 officers, and 2482 private men. 
A greater number ot priſoners could ſc: arcely be expected 
trom a victory in a general engagement The trophies 
were nine pair of colours and ſix pieces of cannon In all 
the Petite Guerre of this campaign, (and the campaign be- 
tween the French and the allies was almoſt wholly made up 
of ſuch,) this was by far the moſt brilliant action; and alone 
might have. eſtabliſhed the reputation of the Hereditary 
Prince, if any thing had been wanting to eſtabliſh him the 
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firſt man of his age, in that ſpecies of war. He returned 
to the camp of Saxenhauſen, without moleſtation, having 
fully revenged the affair of Corbach. 

Prince Ferdinand did not remain long after this action 
in his camp at Saxenhauſen. By ſo advanced a poſition, the 
landgraviate, and even Hanover, lay too open to the enemies 
incurſions. He therefore took his camp at a place called 
Kalle, in a ſituation nearer to Caſſel. On this M. Broglio 
formed a plan, which the greatneſs of his army in ſome 
ſort enabled him to execute. The Chevalier de Muy, who 
commanded in the room of the Count St. Gern Was 
ordered to croſs the Dymel at Statbergen, with his reſerve, 
conſiſting of 35,000 men, in order to cut off the allies from 
their communication with Weſtphalia, Whilſt the reſt of 
the French, dividing themſelves into two bodies, moved, 
the main army under M. Broglio towards Duke Ferdinand's 
camp at Kalle, the reſerve under Prince Xavier of Saxony 
towards Caſſel. 

Theſe important movements obliged Prince Ferdinand to 
- ſet himſelf alſo in motion; and as he was not in a condition 

to make detachments of ſufficient ſtrength, he croſſed the 
n Dymel with his grand army, in order to tight the Chevalier 
— de Muy. 
- His Serene Highneſs formed his main body on _ 1 
5 the heights of Corbach, and moved towards the 3“ July. 
C enemy, who were advantageouſly poſted near Warbourg ; 
ſt in the mean time the Hereditary Prince with two columns 
A wheeled round the enemies left, and began a vigorous at- 
e 
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tack at once upon that flank, and upon their rear, The 

French commander poured reinforcements on that quarter, 

An hot engagement was there maintained with equai ob{ti- 
a nacy for ncar four hours. Whilſt this combat continued 
f with uncertain fortune on the left, Prince Ferdinand cauſed 
2 ſome bodies to file off towards the French bridges on the 
Y Dymel to their right, by which he propoſed to attack alſo 
4 on that tide, and intercept them on their retreat; at the 
ſame time the main of his arr ay advanced with the utmoit 
expedition to charge the enemy in tront. 

The French now faw themſelves in the moſt imminent 
danger of being ſurrounded. Alrcady their leit, attacked 
in flank and rear by the Hereditary Prince, began to give 
way: his fire became every moment ſuperior ; and the car- 
leſt retreat was the ſateſt. 


As 
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demanded all its attention; when on a ſudden he 
July 16. found himſelf attacked with the utmoſt violence. 

The Hereditary Prince having reconnoitred his 
poſition, made a detour of two leagues through woods and 
mountains, fell upon his left, whilit the reſt of his troops 
climbed the mountains on the oppoſite ſide, and ruſhed 
with the ſame ſpirit upon the right. 

Glaubitz had ſcarce time to form his troops; and they 
were only formed to be immediately broken. They retired 
with precipitation, leaving their camp and all it contained 
to the enemy. The Prince had ſo diſpoſed his cavalry as 
to cut off the retreat of ſome ; but the moſt conſiderable 
part gained ground upon him. On this occaſion he relied 
entirely on Elliot's horſe, as it was altogether impoſſible 
for the infantry, already haraſſed by the action, and a moſt 
fatiguing forced march of two days, to follow them. At 
the head of this horſe he overtook the fugitives as the 
came out of a wood, charged and broke them five different 
times, ſeparated a body of soo from the reſt, ſurrounded 
them, and obliged them to throw down their arms. Hav- 
ing routed this, with the lik? rapidity, he flew to another 
body who had taken poſt near a wood, ſurrounded them in 
the ſame manner; ſummoned and received them all priſo- 
ners of war. A regiment of the enemy's huſſars was en- 
tirely cut to pieces. Nothing was wanting to compleat his 
victory. Elliot's light horſe, proud to be led on by the 
Prince himſelt, and worthy of that honour, had the greateſt 
ſhare of the glory and ſufterings of that day. So young a 
corps had never {9 eminently diſtinguiſhed itſelf, No more 
than 79 of the allies were killed in this action, but of theſe 
71 were of this ſingle regiment. 

'The numbers of The enemy killed is not known, but tor a 
time the ſlaughter was terrible. General Glaubitz himſelf 
was made priſoner, together with the Prince of Anhalt. 
There were beſides 177 officers, and 2482 private men. 
A greater number o priſoners could ſcarcely be expected 
trom a victory in a general engagement The trophies 
were nine pair of colours and ſix pieces of cannon In all 
the Petite Guerre of this campaign, (and the campaign be- 
tween the French and the allies was almoſt wholly made up 
of ſuch,) this was by far the molt brilliant action; and alone 
might have eſtabliſhed the reputation of the Hereditary 
Prince, if any thing had been wanting to eſtabliſh him the 
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firſt man of his age, in that ſpecies of war. He returned 
to the camp of Saxenhauſen, without moleſtation, having 
fully revenged the affair of Corbach. 

Prince Ferdinand did not remain long after this aQion 
in his camp at Saxenhauſen. By ſo advanced a poſition, the 
landgraviate, and even Hanover, lay too open to the enemies 
incurſions. He therefore took his camp at a place called 
Kalle, in a ſituation nearer to Caſſel. On this XI. Broglio 
formed a plan, which the greatneſs of his army in ſome 
ſort enabled him to execute. The Chevalier de Muy, who 
commanded in the room of the Count St. Germain, was 
ordered to croſs the Dymel at Stathergen, with his reſerve 
conſiſting of 35,000 men, in order to cut off the allies from 
their communication with Weſtphalia. Whilſt the reſt of 
the French, dividing themſelves into two bodies, moved, 
the main army under M. Broglio towards Duke Ferdinand's 
camp at Kallc, the reſerve under Prince Xavier of Saxony 
towards Caſſel. 

Theſe important movements obliged Prince Ferdinand to 
ſet himſelf alſo in motion; and as he was not in a condition 
to make detachments of ſufficient ſtrength, he croſſed the 
Dymel with his grand army, in order to tight the Chevalier 
de | uy: 

His Serene Highneſs formed his main body on . 15 
the heights of Corbach, and moved towards the 3” July. 
enemy, who were advantageouſty poſted near Warbourg; 
in the mcan time the Hereditary Prince with two columns 
wheeled round the enemies left, and began a vigorous at- 

tack at once upon that flank, and upon their rear. * Ihe 
French commander poured reinforcements on that QURPLET. 
An hot engagement was there maintained with equal d bit. 


nacy for ncar four hours. Whilſt this combat continued. 


with uncertain fortune on the left, Prince Ferdinand cauſed 
ſome bodies to file off towards the French bridges on the 
Dymel to their right, by which he propoſed to attacks alto 
on that tide, and interc ept them on their retreat; at the 
ſame time the main of his ar. y advanced with tac utmott 
expedition to charge the enemy im front. 

The French now ſaw themſelves in the moſt imwinent 
danger ot being ſurrounded. Alrcady their leit, attacked 
in flank and rear by the Hereditary Prince, began to give 
way: his fire became every moment ſuperior; and the car- 
lieſt retreat was the ſateſt. 


As 
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As ſoon as Prince Ferdinand perceived the enemy to re- 
tire, he ſaw it abſolutely in vain to think of bringing his in- 
fantry upon their front. The Engliſh cavalry alſo, upon 
which he chiefly confided, was too diſtant to give almoſt 
any hope that they could be made to act. But the Engliſh 
cavalry out-did his expectations, and indeed all former ex- 
amples. 'They conſidered themſelves as defrauded of their 
ſhare of the glory of Minden : and they panted for an oc- 
caſion of ſignali7ing their courage; and their commanders, 
Lord Granby and Moſtyn, forwarded their ardour, know- 
ing that great actions are commonly tranſgreſſions of ordi- 
nary rules. 

They came up five miles on a full trot, (the Germans 
called it a gallop) without being blown, without the leaſt 
confuſion or diſorder, and attacked the enemies cavalry and 
infantry ſeveral times. The greateſt part of the enemies 
horſe fell back and did not ſtand the charge. The Engliſh 
artillery were brought up with the ſame ſurprizing quick- 
neſs, and employed with the ſame powerful effect. Captain 
Phillips had done more with artillery than had been thought 
poſſible at Minden; and he exceeded it at Warbourg. 
The Engliſh foot vied with the cavalry and artillery, and 
made ſuch earneſt efforts to come to action, that in ſtrain- 
ing their paſſage through moraſly ground and in burning 
weather, ſeveral ſoldiers dropped down on their march. 
But they were too Jate to engage, and probably in their 
waſted condition it was well that it ſo happened. 

The French made a precipitate retreat towards Statberg ; 
fevers weir fro ed in paſſing the Dymel ; 1500 were left 
on tre held of battle; as many were made priloners. Pen 
piece s of cannon were taken; but they conloled themſelves 
in having ioſt no colors. The loſs of the allied army in 
general has not been, thet I can find, publiſhed. That of 
the Engliſh in killed, wounded, and miſſing, was 590, but 
then the battle lay chiefly on then, and the killed included 
in that number were but about 130 (a). 
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(a) Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick's Letter 1 His Majeſty, 
particulariſing the Battle of Warbourg. 


8 I, arbourg, Aug. v 
Have the honour of acquainting your Majeſty with the defeat 


of the reſerve under the Chevalier de May; who having paſted 
the 


3 
* 
8 


1760. The HisToRy of the WAR. 287 


So brilliant a ſucceſs ſollowing cloſe on the heels of the 
tormer, raiſed the reputation of the allied arms. As con- 
ſiderable an advantage might have well been expected from 

it; 


the Dymel at Stadbergen, extended his corps down the banks of 
that river, in order to cut me off from Weſtphalia, whilſt Ml. de 
Broglio was advancing with his main army towards my camp at 
Kalle, and Prince Xawier with his reſerve, on our left towards 
Caſſel. Hereupon | determined to leave General Kielmanſegge 
with a body of troops at Calle“ for the protection of that city, and 
to merch myſelt with the army the night of the zoth, in order to 
paſs the Dyme/ between Liebenau and Dringelburg ; which was 
happily executed. The Hereditary Prince who had paſſed the 
Dymel on the 29th, to go and reinforce General Sporche (who was 
poſted fince the 28th between Liebenau and Corbeke) reconnoitred 
the poſition of the Chevalier % Muy, who from the 3oth in the 
morning was in poſſeſſion of a very advantageous camp between 
Warbourg and Ochſendorff. It was agreed, that the Prince and 
M. Sporcke ſhould turn the enemy's left, whilſt I advanced with the 
army upon their front; which was done with all poſſible ſuccels; 
the enemy being attacked almoſt in the fame inſtant by M. Sporcke 
and the Hereditary Prince in flank and in rear. As the infantry 
of the army could not march faſt enough, to charge at the tame 
time, I ordered my Lord Granby to advance with the cavalry ot 
the right. The Eugliſb artillery got up on a gallop, and ſeconded 
the attack in a ſurprizing manner. All the troops have done well. 
and particularly the Engli/h. The French cavalry, though very 
numerous, retreated, as ſoon as ours advanced to charge them, 
excepting only three ſquadrons*, that kept their ground, but 
were ſoon broke. A part of the Exg/i/s cavalry then fell upon 
the enemy's infantry, which ſuffered extremely; and particularly 
the regiment of Lockmann S2wiſs. I ordered an attack to be mad 
on the town of Marburg by the Legion Britannique ; and the 
enemy finding themſelves thus attacked upon their two flanks, it 


Ce 
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[A ſquadron of French horſe when compicte. % 160 men, 
of dragoons 180. This ſerves to confirm what Cone! ge 
ſaid on Lord G. S's trial, That had the front of the cavalry nored 
faſt enough to have obliged the regiment he commanded te have 

alloped, it was his opinion it would have come un tft for huge, 
and would have beat any three rene lonadrount it could hav: 
met with.]. 
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it; but according to the uſual play of fortune in this war, 
the firſt account that followed the defeat of ſo large a part 
of the French army, was, that with a rapid and unreſiſted 

tide 


irom the attacks of the cavalty. Many were drowned in the 
Dymel in attempting to ford it. Ihe enemy's loſs in men is very 
conſiderable : I cannot exactly aſcertain it, but it is ſuppoſed, that 
they have left fifteen hundred men upon the held of battle; and 
the amount of the priſoners we have made, probably exceeds that 
number. We have taken ten pieces of cannon, with ſome colours. 
'The loſs on our fide is very moderate, and falls chiefly upon the 
brave battalion of Maxwell's Engliſh Crenadiers, which did won- 
ders. Colonel Beckwith, who commanded the brigade, formed 
of Engliſh Grenadiers and Scotch Highlanders, diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf greatly, and has been wounded in the head. 

My Lord Granby, with the Engliſh cavalry, has contributed 
extremely to the ſucceſs of the day. I charge Capt. Faucitt, his 
Lordſhip's Aid-de-Camp, with this letter, to be delivered to your 
Majeſty, and to give your Majeſty a more particular account of 
the action from his own mouth, till I can have the honour of lay- 
ing at your Majeſty's feet a more extenſive and circumſtantial te- 
lation. 

[ am, with the moſt profound reſped, 
Sir, Your Majeſly's moſt obedient couſin and ſervant, 
Ferdinand Duc de Brunſawic & de Luneboure 


The Marquis of Granby's Letter to the Earl of Holderneſſe. 


T is with the greateſt ſatisfaction, that I have the honour of 
acquainting your Lordſhip of the ſucceſs of the Hereditary 
Prince yeſterday morning. 

General Spsrc&en's corps marched from the camp at Kalle Lie- 
benau, about four in the afternoon of the 29th; the Hered:tary 
Prince followed, the ſame evening, with a body of troops, among 
which were two Engliſh battalions of Grenadiers, the two of 
Highlanders, and tour ſquadrons of Dragoons, Cope's and 
Conway 8. 

The army was under arms all the day on the zoth; and, 
about eleven at night, marched off in fix columns to Liebenau. 
About five the next morning, the whole army aſſembled, and 
formed on the heights of Cor - 37 uy The Hereditary Prince was, 
at this time, marching i in two columns, in order to turn the 
enemy's left flank ; ; Which he did, by marching to Donhelburg, 
leaving Klein-Eder on his left, and forming in two lines, ww OP 
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tide of ſucceſs, they had reduced Caſſel, Fimbach, and 
Ziegenhayn; by which they became maiters of the whole 
landgraviate of Heſle; that they had puſhed into the king's 

te Ir1tOTICS, 


left towards Daſſel, and his Ichi near Grimbeck, oppoſite to the 
left flank of the enemy, whoſe poſition was, with the left to the 
high hill near Ofe ndor ff, and their right to I arbourg, into which 
pla ice they had flung F:/cher”s corps. The Hereditary Prince im- 
mediately attacked the enemy 's flank ; and, after a very ſharp diſ- 
pute, obliged them to give way ; and, by a continual fire, kept 
forcing them to fall back upon // arbourg. The army was, at 
this time, marching with the greateſt diligence to attack the 
enemy in front; but the infantry could not get up in time; Ge- 
neral Jaldegrave, at the head of the Britiſh, preſſed their march 
as much as poflible ; no troops could ſhew more eagerneſs to get 
up, than they ſhewed. Many of the men, from the heat of the 
weather, and over-ſtraining themſelves to get on, through moraſſy 
and very difficult ground, dropped down on their march. 

General Mo/lyn, who was at the head of the Britiſh cavalry 
that was formed on the right of our infantry, on the other fide of 
a large wood, upon receiving the Duke's arders to come up with 
the cavalry as fait as pollible, made ſo much expedition, bringing 
chem up at a full trot, though the diſtance was near hve nules, 
that the Britiſh cavalry had the happineſs to arrive in time, to 
ſhare the glory of the day, having ſucceſsfully charged, ſeveral 
tines both the enemy's cavalry and infantry. 

1 thould do injuſtice to the general officers, to every officer and 
private man, of the cavalry, it I did not beg your lordſhip would 
allure his majeſty, chat nothing could exceed their gallant beha- 
viour on that occaſion. 

Captain Phillips made ſo much expedition with his cannon, as 
to have an opportunity, by a ſevere cannonade, to oblige thoſe 
who had paſſed the Dymel, and were formed on the other ſide, to 
retire with the utmoſt precipitation. 

received his Serene Highne/s's orders yeſterday in the evening, 
to paſs the river after them, with 12 Britiſh battalions, and 10 
ſquadrons; and am now encamped upon the heights of Ya, 
about four miles from WHarbourg, on the heights of which their 
grand army is encamped. 

M. de Muy is now retiring from the heights of Vollmiſſen, where 
he lay under arms laſt night, towards Wolf/hagen. I cannot give 
your Lordſhip an account of the loſs on either fide. Capt-Faucir, 
whom I fend off with this, ſhall get all intelligence he can upon 
this head before he ſets off, 

Tam, Ic GRAN F. 
«) Oo P. 
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territories, ſeized upon Gottingen and Munden, and threa- 
tened Hanover itſelt. In ſhort, almoſt the worſt conſe— 
quences which could have ariſen from a detcat tollowed a 

victory ; 


P. S. Saturday morning fix o'clock. I have juſt joined the 
grand army with my detachment. 

Capt. Faucitt arrived at London in the afternoon Auguſt 8, and 
according to a ſhort account of this action publiſhed in a gazette- 
extraordinary in the afternoon of the 9th, M Muy's corps was ſup- 
poſed to be upwards of 35,000 men; the hereditary Prince's corps, 
when joined to that of Gen. Sporcke, conſiſted of 24 battalions and 
22 ſquadrons. ] 

Total loſs ſuſtained in the cavalry in killed, wounded and mif 
ſing, 164. Lotal loſs ſuſtained in the Grenadiers and Iligblan ler 
in Liled, wounded and milling, 415. Bombardiers, gunners, and 
matroſſes, killed, wounded and milling, 11. "Total 590. 


His Serene Highneſs Prince Ferdinand's Orders after the Battle. 


Warbourg Camp, Friday, Auguſt 1, 1760. 
HIS Serene Highneſs again renews the compliments of thanks, 
that he gave in general terms yeſterday to the generals, officers, 
regiments, and corps, who were then engaged, and who, by their 
valour and excellent conduct, gained ſo complete a victory over the 
enemy ; and orders his thanks to be publickly given to Lord 
Granby, under whoſe orders the Britiſh cavalry performed pro- 
digies of valour, which they could not fail of doing, having his 
Lordſhip at their head, and the other general officers of the Briti/h 
cavalry, who by their examples ſhewed the troops they led to the 
charge, how much they acted with an aſtoniſhing courage, and a 
preſence of mind not to be equalled. His Serene Highneſs is much 
obliged to them, and gives infinite thanks as well to them, as rv 
al! the officers in general, and in particular to the whole Br, 
cavalry, and principally to Lieutenant-Colonel Johnſon of Conzway's 
regiment; the family of Lord Granby, in particular Capt. /aughan, 
are hereby delired to receive the fame compliment of thanks, as 
they conſtantly attended Lord Granby in the different attacks of 
the cavalry, and executed his Lordſhip's orders in the moſt punc- 
tual manner. 
The corps of brave Grenadiers, who ſo much contributed to 
the glorious ſucceſs of the day, receive by this the juſt praiſe 


due to them. His Serene Highneſs cannot enough acknowledge 


how much eſteem and regard he has for them: He orders his belt 
thanks to Lieutenant-Colonel Beckwith, and Major Maxwell, as 


alſo 
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victory; and whilſt in England we gave a looſe to our joy 
on the ſucceſs of our arms, the French were taking the 
moſt important places of our allies. 
The tact was that Prince Ferdinand muſt have been ſen— 
ible, that in quitting his camp at Kalle, ard taking poſt to 
| the northward ot the Dymel, he in a great meaſure laid 
open Caſſel and the whole territory of Heſſe to the French; 
nay, that by this movement nothing was left to hinder their 
entering the Hanoverian dominions on the right of the 
Weſer. But notwithſtanding theſe riſques, the ſtep he 
0:0 2 took 


— 


alſo to the three Captains of the Britiſh artillerv, Phillips, Maine, 
and Stewens, who ſo well, managed their artillery. All the re— 
giments under the command of his Serene Highneſs the Hereditary 
Prince, and Lieut. Gen. Horden, trom the Generals down to the 8 
private men, are particularly thanked by his Serene Highneſs, 1 
tor the good conduct and courage with which they {ought Wl 
yeſterday. Wai: 

Major-General Bredenbeck, at the head of Cope's regiment, who 1 
ſignalized himſelf fo much, is eſpecially thanked, as is Colonel 1 
Hund, of the Heſſian artillery, by whoſe care his artillery was fo 
well managed. 

Major Bulow, with the Briti/h Legion manœuvted the whole 
day in the face of the enemy, and who did them infinite damage, 
his Serene Highneſ; returns him many thanks, and aſſures him that 
he ſhall, on all occaſions, retain a proper ſenſe thereof. In fine, 
his Serene Highneſs gives many thanks to thoſe who accompanied 
his perſon, as well as thoſe ot his ſuite, particularly to the brave 
Capt. Winſenrod, whois very much wounded ; Capt. Carpenter, 
greatly contributed to the taking of ſeveral of the enemy's cannon ; 
Count Daunaw, who was inſtrumental in making priſoners a grear 
number of Fiſcher's corps; Capt. Sloper, Major of brigade Hor- 
dinburg; and Capt. Mallortie ; who at all times executed with 
alacrity and exactneſs the orders they received from him. 

His Serene Highneſs defires that on the firſt occaſion the army 
will return thanks to the Almighty for the ſucceſs of yeſterday, 
and flatters himſelf that by his ailiftance and the bravery ſhewed 


yeſterday, we ſhail in the end overcome every obſtacle that offers. 


IHWarbours Camp, Saturday, Auguſt 2, 1760. 

His Serene Highneſs orders that a particular compliment be 

made to Lieutenant-Colonel S/oper, for his behaviour and bravery 

in the affair of the 31ſt of July he likewife deſires his thanks to 

be given to Lieutenant-Colonel Clinton, acting as aid-de-camp to 
his Serene Highneſs the Hereditary Prince. 
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took was prudent, and even neceſſary. Had he ſuffered 
the progrets of the Chevalier de Muy, on the Dymel ; had 
he permitted him to ſtrengthen his poſts upon that river, 
his communication with W eftphali a had been inevitably cut 
off, and of courſe his ſphere of ſubſtnence greatly ſtreigh- 
tened. It would have had a worſe effect. For he mult 
have entirely loſt the command of the Weſer, without 
which he could not have ſtood his ground a moment; and 
he would on that loſs have found himſelf compelled to retire 
into the heart of Hanover, where he mult nece{liri}y be 
ſtreightened in his winter cantonments, and where a blow 
of any con{equence muit be deciſive 2gainſt him. 

He therctore tought the battle of Warbonrg though he 
loft all Heſſe by his victory; and he would not quit his poſts 
on the Dymel, though he ſaw Gottingen and Munden in 
the hands of the French. He was not to be trighted from 
his ſteady and well choſen plan, by vain rumours or threat- 
ening appearances. He was by no means in a condition to 
make large detachments; it was therefore neceſſary to ſa- 
crifice ſomething ; ; and he made the ſmalleſt ſacrifice that 
circumſtances would admit. For he forefaw that the French 
army whilſt he kept his poſition on the Dymel, could not 
poſſibly take up their quarters in Hanover, or even act there 
in any confiderable body, and for any conſiderable time, 
without ſubjecting themſelves to the ſame or greater incon- 
veniencies than thoſe to which he would have been himſelf 
liable, had he in defending Heſſe ſuffered them to occupy 
thoſe critical poſts on the Dymel. He knew farther, that 
it would prove extremely dangerous for them to hazard 
themſclves beyond Gottingen ; ; and that it would be more 
difficult for the French army to ſupport themſelves in that 
advanccd poſt, than for him to annoy them there. 

It is poſſible that reaſons ſomeuhat like the foregoing 
together with others probably far more cogent, might have 
determined that great commander to this conduct. But 
whil{t he ſecured that middle communication and acted upon 
the defenſive plan, the troops were not idle; his detach- 
ments ated in many parts with ſpirit and effect. But we 
muſt deter for a while the narrative of theſe actions, being 
called from this part of the theatre to the eaſtern parts of 
Germany, where about this time ſcenes of greater eclat 
ere opened. 


C HAP. 
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CHAT: VI. 


T.naudohn blocks up Schwerdnitz.. Ruſſians enter Hileſia. 
March of the King of Pruſſia from Saxony to Liguitg. 
Junction of the Auſtr ian armies im Sileſia. The R Ruſſians 
paſs the Oder. Plan of M. Daun. Laudobn defeated 
near Lignitz. ate forms the blockade of Schweirdnite, 
Caompclled to raiſe it. Aftion bet ween General Hulſen and 
the army of the Empire. Intercepted letter from the King 
of HP, -uſſia to the Marquis of Argens. 


F the time that the King of Pruſſia found himſelf 


compelled to raiſe the ſicge of Dreſden, it was evident 
that he could have no hopes of actirg in Saxony to any 
good purpoſe. Ihe buſy part of the campaign came on faſt. 
Theugh Prince He nr) had obliged Laudohn to retire from 
Breflaw; that general, able, and lately victorious, was ſtil] 
formidable ; he kept Neiſſe and Schweidnitz, blocked up; 
and wanted to eftect a junction with the Ruſſians, by which 
he propoſed to give the final blow to the king's power in 
Silcſia. The Ruſſians had now actually arrived in the fron- 
tier parts of that province, and wante > but a very few days 
caſy march to compleat that fatal and long dreaded junction. 
At the fame time another body of Ruſſians had penetrated 
into Pomerania; laid all the defenceleſs parts under con- 
tribution ; and threatened the ſiege of Colberg. The Swediſh 
army, ſaid to conſiſt of 22,000 men, commenced alto, tho? 
with leſs vigour, their operations. In all that country the 
King of Pruſſia had not oo men to oppoſe them. 

In theſe circumſtances a plan of mere defence would have 
proved altogether without effect. The King of Pruſſia had 
but two armies; and it was neceſſary that one of them, at 
caſt, ſhould make the moſt rapid and ſudden movements to 
oppoſe ſo many combinations. On the fide of Sileſia the 
danger ſeemed more preſſing, and accordingly he 
marched to its relief; advanced near two hundred July 30. 
miles, and left Marſhal Daun, who had conſider— 
ably the flart, far behind him. This march would have 
been thought an aſtoniſhing exploit in a partizan at the 
head of a {mall and diſencumbered corps : but that a nume- 
tous army clogged with its artillery, with above two thou— 
ſand waggons, thould in that time traverſe ſuch a ſpace, 


ſhould 
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ſhould paſs the Elbe, the Spree, the Neiſſe, the Queiſs, and 
the Bober, five conſiderable rivers ; that they ſhould effect 
all this, with one army of the enemy on one fide of its 
flanks, another behind, and with a third in its front (the 
actual poſition of the Auftrians in Luſatia) was an action 
reſerved for, and only to be expected from the King of 
Pruſſia. The attempt itſelf could have been juſtified only 
by neceſſity ; and the neceſſity was urgent. The Ruſſians 
approached. M. Daun followed towards Sileſia ; and the 
king could hardly promiſe himſelf ſucceſs, but from a 
march of ſuch rapidity „as might enable him to try his for- 
tune with General Laudohn, before the triple junction he 
apprehended had made his enemies irreſiſtable. But not- 
withſtanding the hopes conceived from this march, before 
the king could come to an action three bodies of Auſtrians 
had joined, Laudohn's, Daun's, and Lacy's; and extending 
themſelves along the Katſhach, a river which falls into the 
Oder, occupied all the ground from Parchwit⸗ to Coſſen- 
dau, a ſpace of little leſs than thirty Engliſh miles. But in 
this extent their poſts were every where ſtrong, and their 
communications eaſy, The king's camp was at Lignitz. 
It was in vain that for ſeveral days he attempted, by various 
devices, to detach one body of the enemy from the reſt, or 
to turn their flanks and attack them at diſadvantage. 'The 
nature of the ground or the {kill of the oppoſite generals 
always diſappointe d hun. 

At length M. Daun took himſelf the offenſive party. The 
advantage of his ſituation, and the ſuperiority of his num- 
bers, prevailed over his cautious nature to riſque an attack. 
It was theretore refolved, after the ſituation of Lignits had 
been well reconnditred, all circumſtances maturely weighed, 
and the deſign communicated to the other generals, to at- 
tempt the King of Pruſha in his camp, with the united 
itrength of the three armies. To enſure ſucceſs beyond a 
doubt, it was determined that this attempt ſhould be made 
by furprize, and therefore in the night. M. Daun remem- 
bored the bad guard which had been kept by the Pruſhans ; 
and the adv: amage, w hich in the year 1758 he derived from 
a night attack at the battle of Hochkirchen. 

In cor iequence of this plan the whole army, as foon as it 
ſhou'd begin to grow dark, was to march from their ſeveral 
poſts to ſuch ſituations as were marked out for each corps; 
they were to ſtrike their tents, but yet to keep up the fires 

in 
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in their camps, and to have the drums beat the tattoo 
as uſual. 


Some time after Marſhal Daun had begun to move, to 
his aſtoniſhraent the patroles he had ſent out returned with 
the account, that they had met no out-poſts. As ſoon as 
day broke and the army had advanced, their apprehenſions 
were confirmed. They were diſappointed in their deſign, 
there was no enemy in the camp; but when they caſt ther 
eyes from thence, they could perceive at a diſtance the 
riſing of a thick ſmoke, which leit them no room to doubt 
that their fortune was then on the point of deciſion, by a 
part of their forces only, and that the King and Baron 
Laudohn were at that moment hotly engaged; Daun could 
only look on and wait the event. 

On the 13th of July the king was in his camp at Lignitz, 
when hc received advice that the Ruſſian army of 24,000 
men, under Count Czernichew, had thrown bridges over 
the Oder, at a place called Auras, and that they were to 
paſs the river on that very day. He ſuſpected alſo, that 
the enemy had formed the deſign of a general attack, 
Troops which have been a long time oppoled to each other 
can reciprocally gueſs at each other's deſigns; the method 
uſed by the enemies generals grow familiar, and the leaſt 
motion they make diſcloſes their deſigns. 

This is the account the Pruſſians gave of the means by 
which they came to a knowledge of Ml. Daun's projects. 
The Auſtrians attributed this diſcovery „not to the Pruſhan 
ſagacicy, but to intelligence given by deſerters. 

Whatever the means were by which the King of Pruſſia 
became ſuſpicious of this deſign, it is certain, that he took 
the moil early, the molt vigorous, andthe moſt effective mea- 
ſures to defeat it. He was thoroughly ſenſible of the danger 
he ran of being ſurrounded, if he continued in his poſt at 
Jizznitz, 3 out of that very deſign, which was calculated tor 
his ruin, his genius drew a new means of ſafety. He ſaw 
at a glance, that the plan which the enemy had formed to 
ſurround him, at the ſame time, neceſſarily divided their 
own armies. And this diviſion was the great object he had 
purſucd ſo long, and thro' ſuch diſcouraging dilappoint- 
ments. His only br:{.1efs was to prevent their reuniting in 
a general attack upon his quarters. 'Theretore in the very 
evening calculated for the attempt on his camp, he quite! 
it with as much privacy as the enemy had propoſed to attack 

it 
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it, marched and took an advantageous poſt on the way 
through which Laudehn was to pats. | 

And now the deciſive hour approached, in which he was 
to put to the riſque as great a ſtake as had been played for 
ſince the beginning of the war. No vulgar advantage 
would ſuftice in his fitnation, and that very ſituation in ivme 
fort diſabled him from attaining a great one. After tour 
Moody campaigns, and the viciuthtudes of a fucceis in al! its 
changes exhauſting, his old corps was nearly annikilated. 
Thoſe who ſucceeded to their places, had ſcarcely ſcen the 
brilliant tunes of the king's fortune; and they inherited 
wither the ſevere diſcipline, nor the undaunted ſpirit of the 
firſt companions of his hopes; they were new to {ervicc, 
vet diipirited with deteats, The king himſelf gave lite to 
the whole, he alone was to rectity a thouſand faults, and to 
jupply a thouſand deficiencies. 

the poſt which he choſe, was ſuch, as whilit it ſtopped 
the progreſs of Laudohn in front, if Daun ſhould attempt 
nis rear, would from the nature of the ground lay him un- 
der great difficulties. This rear he further ſtrengthened 
with ſeveral batteries. As ſoon as his army was draw: up, 
he divided it, leaving his right on the ground, where it had 
deen formed to ebſerve Marſhal Daun and to maintain that 
poſt ; whilſt with his left he turned in order to fall upon 
the corps under Laudohn. No diſpoſitions could have been 
made with a more perfect ſkill. 

Mean time Laudohn was advancing faſt to the ſnare which 
had been laid for him. Already he had paſſed the FRati- 
dach, and was moving towards Lignitz, full of the hopes 
at no {mall ſhare in the glory of giving the &nal blow to 
the King of Pruſha, and bad advanced as far as the lage 
of Pſaffendort, when by three in the morning, the day- 
light began to dawn; a thick fog that had covered all the 
24jacent grounds ſuddenly cleared up, and like the opening 
of a great ſcene diſcloſed at once the whole Prufian army, 
regularly embattled, advantapeouſly poſted, furnifhed wach 
: Greadtul and well-placed artillery. 


He was now come full upon his enem t 

Lug 15. was impoſſible to recede ; the ſurprize h l- 
ed was turned upon himſelf. But this a) Ss 

rai, though ſurpriſes, was not difordered. The oo fit oe 


ions were made that the time would admit: 3 
nb *:nate combat began; which continued wit! 2. 
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way on either fide, until fix. The King of Pruſſia exerted 
himſelf with incredible diligence to preſerve an uniform 
ſtrength in every part of his line, and hazarded his own life 
with a daring, which nothing but his ſituation could excuſe 
from temerity. His cloaths were ſhot through in ſeveral 
places, his horſe was killed under him. But all theſe trou- 
bles and dangers were fully compenſated by the efforts of 
his troops, who maintained fo ſteady a fire, and puſhed the 
Auſtrians with ſo much ardour, that they at laſt gave 
ground, and retreated with precipitation, though not with- 
out ſome order, towards the Katibach. 

The king purſued them to this river, and no further. 
His advantage as it was gained by the moſt vigorous ſteps, 
ſo bounds were fet to the ardour of improving it with 
the moſt guarded caution. He feared if he purſued his 
ſucceſs too far, it might disjoin the part of the army en- 
gaged from that which he had left to obſerve M. Daun; 
and perhaps give that general an opportunity of taking a 
ſevere revenge on the right, for the ſucceſſes of the left. 
Notwithſtanding this reſerve of the king, (a reſerve, the 
want of which was formerly the only tailing in his mt- 
litary character, but which his misfortunes had now per- 
ſectly taught him,) notwithſtanding, I ſay he did not puſh 
his good fortune againſt Baron Laudohn to the utmoſt, 
the victory was compleat, glorious, and adorned with all 
the trophics. By their own confeſſion, the Auſtrians loft 
upwards of 6000 men, killed, wounded and priſoners. 
The Pruſſians made it amount, and not without proba- 
bility to 10,000. Among the priſoners, were two gene— 
rals, and 84 officers; 82 pieces of cannon and 23 pair of 
colours were taken. On the ſide of the conquerors, five 
hundred were killed, and 1200 wounded. 

With regard to Sileſia, the victory near Lignitz produced 
fome moſt immediate, and moſt uſeful effects. Although 
M. Daun, not diſpirited with his late miſadventure, and 
_ ſollicitous to repair his loſs, had detached a ſtrong corps 
under Prince Lowenſtein, and Gen. Beck to ſtrengthen the 
Ruſmans and encourage them to advance. Count Czerni- 
chew was ſo intimidated with the late defeat of the Auſtri— 
ans, that he repaſſed the Oder by the fame bridges on which 
he had lately croffed it. 

Thus one great end of the King of Pruſſia's march was 
obtained, He prevented the dreaded junction of thole two 


Ep Powers. 
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powers. In the other part of his deſign, he did not fo 
perfectly ſucceed. M. Daun ſince the action of Pſaffendorf, 
could indeed make no progreſs in Sileſia; but on the other 
hand, the king was not able entirely to drive him out of 
that province. The Auſtrians even after their defeat, far 
ſuperior to the king, had been beſides largely reinforced. 
The empreſs exerted all her power, to remove the ill effect 
this late check might have had on the reputation of her arms; 
at the ſame time that ſhe augmented her troops, ſhe com- 
forted and encouraged Baron Laudohn, and by a very gene- 
rous and gracious letter let him ſee, that ſhe was not a ſover- 
eign, in whoſe mind a late misfortune cancels the memory of 
paſt ſervices. In the praiſes which this letter beſtowed on 
Laudohn, feveral were of opinion, was couched an indirect 
cenſure on the conduct of Count Daun, the ſlowneſs of 
whoſe temper ſo ill agreed with the ardour of her ambition, 
and with theſe great hopes, which the number of her 
forces, and the ſtrength of her alliance had encouraged 
her to entertain. 

The king after this victory joined his brother Prince 
Henry at Newmarcke. One part of that Prince's army 
under General Goltze had paſſed the Oder to obſerve the 
Ruſſians, who ſince the repaſſing that river, ſeemed to direct 
their motions northward. The king being ſtrengthened by 
this junction, and having his communication with Breflaw 
clear, marched againſt Daun, who had begun to form the 
blockade of Schweidnitz,, fell upon a corps under General 
Beck ; made two battalions of Croats priſoners, diſperſed 
ſeveral ſquadrons, and by this lively affair obliged the enemy”; 
grand army to raile the blockade, and by a precipitate re- 
treat, to take retuge in the mountains of Landſhut. 

VW hilft his majeſty was thus exerting the moſt heroic ef- 
forts in defence of Sileſia; Gen. Hulſen, who commanded 
for him in Saxony, ſeconded his endeavours in that quarter 
with uncommon bravery and ſucceſs. The army of the 
empire had formed a deſign of cutting him off from Tor 
gau. To fruſtrate their intentions, that general quitted his 
camp at Meiſſen, and marched to Strehla. The enemy 
divided into two bodies; one attacked an advanced poll 
about a cannon ſhot from his camp upon every fide, with 

the greateſt fury from day break to fix in the 

Aug. 20. morning, whilſt another corps was ſo placed as 
to keep his camp in awe, and to prevent his 
attempting 
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attempting any thing for the relief of the advanced poſt. 
Gen. Hulſen ſaw that unleſs he could ſpeedily do ſomething 
for its ſuccour, that body muſt inevitably periſh. He there- 
fore in this exigency, gave orders to his cavalry to make a 
circuit round an height; and to charge if poſſible the ene- 
mies flank. This order was executed with the utmoſt 
promptitude and ſpirit. The Imperialiſts were charged on 
their flanks; their battalions and horſe were thrown upon 
one another in confuſion, and 41 officers and 1200 men 
were made priſoners. The loſs of the Pruſſians was incon- 
ſiderable. Gen. Hulſen by this advantage, was enabled to 
encamp under 'Torgau, while he retreated through an ap- 
prchenſion, as the grand army of the Imperialiſts was com- 
ing up, that he might be cut off from his communication 
with the be. This retreat made the Auſtrians magnity 
the affair into a victory on their ſide; but the circumſtances 
render the Pruſſian account much more probable. 

Fortune ſeemed once more to have ſmiled, after a long 
interval of gloom on the King of Pruſſia's affairs; and the 
reputation of his arms began to revive. But the victories 
he obtained, though glorious, were deciſive of little more 
than the field upon which they were fought. They were 
tar from having lowered the power of the enemy to an 
equality with his. And the movements he made to gain 
thoſe advantages, and to protect one part of his dominions 
neceſſarily expoſed the reſt. The enemy was able to de- 
tach without end; and whilſt bodies of Ruſhans traverſed 
the Lower Sileſia, ſeveral corps of Auſtrians ſcoured Luſa— 
tia; and thus together they broke off all regular commu- 
nication between the king's army and his hereditary domi- 
nions, and of courſe between him and his general Hulſen, 
who with very unequal forces was ſtruggling to ſecure 
Saxony; a country in which there are towns indeed forti— 
ficd; but fortified for the greater part in ſuch a manner, 
as to be little more than ſnares for increaſing the number 
of priſoners, by betraying defenceleſs garriſons into the 
hands of an enemy ſuperior in the field. 

In this ſituation, the king is ſaid to have wrote a letter 
to the celebrated (1) Marq. d'*Argens, very pathetick, and 
very deſcriptive of his condition, and of his frame of mind 
under thoſe preſſures. This letter is ſaid to have been 1n- 


2 tercepted 


(1) Author of the Jewiſh Spy, & and now reſident at Berlin 
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tercepted by a Ruſſian detachment, and induſtriouſly ſpread 
about in order to diſ-ſpirit his friends. On that account ſome 
have ſuſpected its authenticity. But the letter is ſurely 
highly conſonant to his circumſtances, and ſufficiently agree- 
able to his general manner of writing: ſo that we do not 
think ourſelves diſpenſed with inſerting it in this place. 
“ Formerly, my dear marquis, the affair of the 15th of 
Auguſt would have decided a campaign. At preſent that 
action is no more than a ſcratch; a great battle muſt 
« determine our fate. We ſhall have one, according to al] 
e appearances, very ſoon, and then, if the event is favour- 
able to us, we may rejoice. It required many ſtratagems 
«© and much addreſs to bring things to this paſs. Don't 
cc talk to me of danger; the laſt action coſt me only a ſuit 
& of cloaths and a horie. This is buying victory very 
& cheap. 
] have not had the letter which you mention. We 
are in a manner blocked up, in regard ta correſpondence, 
* by the Ruſſians on one ſide the Oder, and by the Au- 
©« ſtrians on the other. A ſmall ſkirmiſh was neceſſary to 
clear the way for Coccen (2); I hope that he will deli- 
* ver you my letter; I never was, in the courle of my 
life, in a more embarraſſing ſituation than in this cam- 
« paign. Believe me, nothing leſs than a miracle is ſtill 
* neceſſary to extricate me from the difhculties that I fore- 
&« ſee. I ſhall certainly do my duty when occaſion offers, 
© but, my dear marquis, always remember that I pretend 
not to command fortune, and that I am obliged, in my 
projects, to leave too much to chance, tor want of be- 
ing able to form any more ſolid. I have the labours of 
a Hercules to undergo, at a time of life when my ſtrength 
tails me, my infirmities increaſe, and, to ſpeak the truth, 
when hope, the only conſolation of the unhappy, begins 
© to delert me. You are not ſufficiently acquainted with 
© the circumſtances of affairs to have a clear idea of all the 
dangers which threaten the ſtate; I know, but conceal 
them; I keep all my fears to myſelf, and only commu- 
nicate to the public my hopes, or the little good news 
ee that 
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(2) The aid-de-camp, who was charged with this letter, and 
who came to England with the news of the above mentioned 
action: In our papers, it is tranſlated Stage Coach, from the ſimi- 
!!tude, probably, of the word Cocher. 
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that I can acquaint them with. Tf the blow that I me- 
ditatc ſucceeds, then, my dear marquis, it will be time 
enough to expreſs our joy : but till then, let us not flat- 
ter ourſelves, for fear ſome unexpected bad news ſhould 
deject us too much. 
6 lead here the life of a military monk. I have much 
to think of about my affairs, and the reſt of my time I 
devote to literature, which is my conſolation, as it was 
of the conſul, the father of his country and of eloquence. 
I know not if I ſhall ſurvive this war, but I am deter- 
mined, 1 in caſe it ſhould happen, to paſs the reſt of m 
days in retirement, in the boſom of philoſophy and 
friendſhip. 
** When our correſpondence ſhall be more open, you'll 
oblige me by writing more frequently. I know not where 
we thall have our w inter-quarte rs. My houſes at Breſ- 
law were deſtroyed by the bombardment. Our enemies 
envy us every thing, even day-light and the air that we 
breathe. They muſt however leave us ſome place, and 
if it is ſafe, it will be a treat to receive you there. 
„Well, my dear marquis, what is become of the peace 
with France ? Your nation, you ſee, is more blind, than 
you imagined. Thoſe fools loſe Canada, and Pondicher- 
ry, to pleaſe the Queen and the Carina. Heaven grant 
that Prince Ferdinand may well reward them for their 
cal. The officers, innocent of theſe evils, and the ſol- 
diers, will be made the victims, and the illuſtrious offen- 
ders will ſuffer nothing. 

Theſe are the ſubjects which offer themſelves to me. 
| was in a writing vein, but I ſce that I muſt conclude, 
leſt I ſhould tire you and neglect my own buſineſs. Adieu, 


my deareft marquis I embrace you, Sc.“ 


* To authenticate the above it may be proper to add 1. That 


this letter was ſhown at Bath and London by M. Cocceii himſelf. 


And 2. That the copy here printed was ſent to the tranſlator by 
a friend at Magdeburg belonging to the court. 
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Situation of the French and Engliſb ar mies. Hereditary 
Prince furpre iſes a body of Frenc h in Zierenber g. General 
Bulow takes Marpurg: De feated by Monſieur Stainvill-, 
General Wangenheim pafjes and is ebliged to repaſs the 
Heer. French retire from Mulhauſe n to Caſſel. Here- 
ditary Prince marches to the Rhine, paſſes that river. 
Cleves taken. Weſel befteged. Engliſh expedition. M. 
Caſtries forms an army on the Rhine. Battle of Campen. 

Allies defeated. Hereditary Prince repaſſes the Rhine. 
Hege of Weſel raiſed. De ath and eulogium of George the 
"7 Bi Acceſſion of George III. and his reſolution of ſupport- 


ins his allies. 


W cave the King of Pruſſia to theſe thoughts, in or- 
der to return to the armies on the Weſer. Prince 
Ferdinand was not miſtaken, in imagining that Gottingen 
would prove the utmoſt bound of the French progreſs into 
Hanover. After they had ſecured that place with a ſtrong 
garriſon, the grand army of M. Broglio moved towards the 
reſerve which had been de teated, and pitched his camp at 
Dicrenberg, a place within a ſmall diſtance of the allics, 
who ever ſince the battle continued to occupy Warbourg, 
the Dymcl running between the two armies. In this ſitu— 
ation they continucd for about a month. 

Ihe Hereditary Prince, who was ever in motion, and 
continually hovering now on one ſide, now on the other ot 
the French camp, in one of his excurſions had perceived 
that the French, according to their uſual negligence, were 
not very exact in their out-poſts and patrols. He had alto 
received intelligence, that they had thrown a corps of horſe 
and foot, conſiſting of ſomething more than two thouſand 
men, into the town ol Zicrenbcrg, a place ſurrounded 
with ſome damaged walls. 

From theſe lights, he reſolved upon the ſurprize of this 
body, and accordingly made his diſpoſitions for this bold 
attempt, in the manner following; firſt, he ordered a body 
of his light troops to turn the town of Zierenberg, and to 
take poſt between it and Darienberg, in order to intercept 
any that ſhould attempt e to the camp of the enemy. 
Next he poſtcd at proper diflances eight ſquadrons of dra— 

g bons, 
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goons, two battalions of grenadiers, and one regiment of 
toot, on the road between his own camp and the place 
which was to be attacked, with a view to cover his retreat, 
in caſe he ſhould be repulſed and purſued. With the reit 
of his foot, conſiſting tor the greater part of Engliſh, he 
marched with the utmoſt caution and diligence towards the 
town. 

When they had arrived within two miles, they Sept | 
divided into three bodies, which took three differ- 
ent routs, by which the place was compleatly ſurrounded. 
At eight in the evening, they ſet out from Warbourg, and 
came before this place at two the following morning. Not- 
withſtanding the precautions taken, the trampling of the 
troops over the gardens gave the alarm to a guard of the 
enemies dragoons, who immediately began to fire. Strict 
orders had been given to proceed with as little alarm as 
poſſible, and to reſerve their fire; and ſuch was the delibe- 
rate courage, ſuch the perfect ditcipline of the Engliſh gre- 
nadiers, that they ſuſtained this fire, puthed on with bayo- 
nets, drove back the enemies piquets, killed the guard at 
the gate, and entered the town along with the fugitives, 
without the leaſt noiſe, hurry, or con Never was 
[UrPrize more compleat. 

The column of the Ungliſh grenadiers having torced the 
gate, advanced regularly with their bavonets fixed, and 
without firing a muſquet, by the two ſtreets that led to the 
church-yard, (which being the only open part of the town, 
ſerved the French as a place ot arms,) killing or taking a 
great number of thoſe who ran from the houtcs towards 
this rendezvous; and thus they advanced with the greate!? 
order and the mel profound ſilence, until thev reached the 
church-yard. "The night was fo dark that they formed by 
the ſide of the French, who for a while took them to be 
their own picquets that had aſſembled ; but they were 1928 
undeceived ; a fierce encounter with bayonets enſue, 1 
which the French were quickly obliged to give WAV. 

Two regiments of the enemies dragoons endeavourcd to 
fly to the gate that led to their camp; but they ſound it oc- 
cupied by 400 grenadiers, who drove them back with their 
hayonets ; forced from hence, they fled to another gate; 
there they were repulſed with a ſharp fire of ſmall arms, 
Then they were compelled to ſeparate; and flying at ran- 
Jom as fortune and the night directed, made their eſcape 

af 
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at the ſeveral breaches of the wall. The prince was maſ— 
ter of the place in about an hour; but the nearneſs of the 
French camp and the approach of day prevented as long a 
continuance in the place as he wiſhed tor reaping the full 
fruits of his victory; therefore about three o'clock he be- 
gan his retreat, carrying off two pieces of cannon, 3 ofti- 
cers, and between four and 500 private men. The flaugh- 
ter of the enemy was confidernbls; 'The princereached his 
camp without the leaſt moleſtation in his retreat. 

It we conſider the difficulty of this attempt, very few 
have been bolder; if we examine the diſpoſitions, none 
could be conducted with greater wiſdom ; if we attend to 
the behaviour of the troops, we ſhall no where find an ex- 
ample of more exact obedience, diſcipline and courage. 
Jo attack fo large a body of the enemy, fo ſtrongly poſted, 
within a ſmall league of their grand camp, to march fo far in 

that critical ſituation, and in a very dark night, to divide into 
ſo many parts, yet to act with ſo much order and fo entire 
4 concert, was certainly an exploit of the very firſt rank ; 
and though not of any great importance in its conſequences, 
is ſo admirable in its conduct and exccut! on, that it w ell 
deſerves to be told at the length we have given it. This 
added greatly to the reputation of the Britiſh ſoldiers as 
troops, and no leſs to their honour as men, by the huma- 
nity they ſhew ed to their priſoners, and the gencrous ſen— 
timents of the common fort with reg ard to money; as 
there were ſeveral noble inſtances that night of their refu— 
ſing to take any thing from their priſoners, who had offer- 
ed them their purſes. They loſt but ten men. 

From this time the operations of the two armies, which 
for a time ſeemed to languiſh, were renewed with freſh vi- 
gour. Prince Ferdinand perceived, that whilit the French 
communication with the Rhine and with Frankfort on the 
Maine continued open, it mult prove to little purpaſe to 
attempt any thing either for the relic! of Gottingen or Cat 
ſel. Their progreſs indeed into Hanover had been check 
ed; but whilſt ever they continued in fo advanced a nofiti- 
on, it was evidently impoſſible to prevent their W ve- 
ry ruinous inroads into that country. o force them to a 
battle againſt their inclination, w ould be difficult, and the 
attempt itſelf dangerous. There remained but one niethod, 
which was to make frequent and ſtrong detachments into 
the ſouthern parts of Heſſe and Wetticravin, and thus ren— 


der 
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der precarious the French communication with the Rhine 
and Maine, from whence they drew the greatelt part of 
their ſupplics of all kinds. 

With this intention, he detached general Bulow at the 
head of a ſtrong corps, who puſhed forward towards Mar- 
purg, ſurprized the town, deitroycd the French ovens, 
with teveral hundred waggons of flour, and carried off a 
conſiderable quantity of cloathing and military ſtores. In 
the mean time, his light troops icourcd the country in ſuch 
a4 manner as for a while anfwcred the great end of the ex- 
pedition in breaking the French communication with 
Frankfort. Procecding on this plan he made a further 
novement towards Frankenau, which, at length, neceſſi— 
tated the French general Stainville, who commanded in 
thoſe parts, to quit dus poſition, and endeavour to ſtop the 
progrets 6! ihis detachment. Ile came up with 
their rear as they were paſſing the river Orche, Sept. 13 
and falling upon them at this diſadvantage with 
{upcrior numbers and great fury, he entircly routed the 
rear; and took ſome men and a very great number of 


i was tobe apprehended that he might have puriued this 
advantage, to the entire ruin of Mi. Bulow's detachment ; 
if the Hereditary Prince by a forced march of five German 
miles had not arrived time enough to ſupport him. On the 
Prince's arrival M. Stainville tell back, and took poſſeſſion 
of 2 {trong poſt in which it was in vain to attack him. 

Whilſt theſe meaſures were taking with mixed fucceſ: 
tor diſquicting the French, and interrupting their commu— 
nication to the ſouthward of their quarters, like movements 
were made to the northward, to oblige them, if poſlible, 
to relinquith their hold on Gottingen. But General Wan- 
renkeim, who with that defign had croſſed the Weler, 
and in the beginning had proceeded with no ſmall expecta- 
tons; but at length he received a ſevere check, 
which forced him to repais the river with ſome 
precipitation. However theſe frequent detach- 
ments anſwered ſo well the end of haraſhng the French, 
that on the 20th they retired from Immenhauſen, and fel! 
hack upon Caſtel where they began to entrench themſelves. 
Prince Ferdinand followed them cloſe ; and the better to 
obſerve their motions, fixed his quarters as near as he could 
to thoſe of enemy. 


Sept 19. 
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But whilſt the grand armies thus watched cach other, 
the eyes of Europe were drawn to a different quarter, b\ 
a movement equally aſtoniſhing for its rapiUity and myſte- 
rious for its deſign. The Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick, 
whom we have ſcen but a few days betore in the furthel! 
part of Hefle, ſnddenly +ppeared on the frontiers of the 
United Provinces, with an army of twenty battalions and 


ten ſquadrons. One detachment of his troops which had 
proceeded on the de of Duffeldorp, paſſes the Rhine 
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N they AIC chab lee 
to transport all the reſt of the troops whit intended to 
act upon the Jeſt of the Rhine, Then they proceed wit! 

Out! delay ON oppoſition directly to Cleves 4 the 
Oct. 3. garriſon takes refuge in the caſtle, which is vigo 

roufly attacked, and in three days furrenders 5 
men priſoners of war. Whilſt this was performed by one 
body, another had laid ſſege to eſel, and battered th. 
place with ſo much fury, that the reduction ot it appeared 
certain; and with it the entire poſſeſſion of the Lowe 
Rhine almoſt from Duſſeldorp to Cleves, 

The ſecrecy, and the rapidity of the march, togethe: 
with the vigour of the ſubſequent operations, were {uch a 
might be expected from the character ot the Herea:tars 
Prince; but on what deſign this rapid maren was made, 
and theſe vigorous ſteps taken at that particular time, ga" 
room tor a great deal of reaſoning. During a.good part 06! 
the ſummer, very great preparations had been made in 
England for a conjunct expedition; a powerful feet was 11 
readineſs; and they had embarked a large train of tic! 
and battcring artillery, a conſiderable body ot toot, and a 
regiment of light horſe. 

As this armament was ſuppoſed in readinets io ft about 


* 


the time of the Hereditary Prince's march to the Rhine, 


conjecture united theſe two deſigns together, anne 
the fleet at Portſmouth and the army in Weſtphalia, were 


N * * 0 4 . 
to act on the fame plan. On this ſuppotttion it was judged 


that the floria would probably fall on the Auſtrian Nethor- 
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nds; and that Oftend, which the Empreſs ſo unpolttical- 
v for herieli, and fo ungratel fully to her former friends, had 
given into the hands of France, would be the firſt objea 
of thoſe forces which were to unite from ſuch a diſtance. 
This deſign of the expedition from Portimouth has, we 
underſtand, been formally diſavowed. VW hether in itri- 
neſs, not being a principal in the war, with her imperial 
najeſty, England cught to have made ſuch an attempt, 
though Offend was avſended by a French garriſon, we 
ſhall not take upon us 10. dete; mine; but without the 
aid of ſuch contiderations, it is evident. there were ſuffi— 
cient objections to it from the fide of mere prudence. 
Almo!! inſupe rable difficulties occurred in ſuch 2 ſcheme; 
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1 to our German war. 

But we think it paſüble to give ſome rcaſonable account 

of the cxpedition of the Hercditary Prince, independent of 

ny connection with the Britiſi armament. For a conſide- 

rable time the Frerch had ſcemed reſolved to reſume their 

former plan of an army on the LC wer Rhine ; fuci! motions 
ere made as ſtrongly indicate d that this deſign would ſhort— 


: ] 
ly be put in execution; and the 2 hed army had every 
thing to fear from it. For as the ] rench were checked 


rom I cceding to the complcat CCROU cit of the clector arc 
Dymel, it this army ſhould 1tiell 


/ 


by the allied army on the 
2 ſo checked, Ly one of the enemy advancing from the 
ower Rhine, mere would be then nothing to hinder MI. 
Broglio from ſruding forward fo ſtrong a reterve as might 
nally reduce Hanever, In theſe circumſtances nothing 
but a very decihve vicory could poſſibiy ſave the allied ar- 
ine, thus ſurrounded and deprived of its ſubſiftanco, from 
poiifſhing in the meſt miſcrable, or turrendering in the moſt 
ſhameful manner. 


here was one Rep only which might with certainty pre- 
vent this deſien, and even in ſome meaſure turn it upon 
the enemy; the taking Cleves and Weicl into the hands of 
the allics. 1 Nis would not only defeat the ſcheme of the 
tench for ating on the Lower Rhine, but greatly em- 
barrafs their oberations in every other quarter. Even the 
attempt, though it ſiould not be altempte. d with ſucceſs, 
ould neceftarity draw the attention of the French that 
way, and thus lave Poa: at leaſt for one campaign. 
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had the Britiſh armament at the ſam time been intens | 
for ſome part of the coaſt of France, or had Eng! 
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His parts were not lively or brilliant; Dt the whole of 
his conduct demonſtrates that he had a Ju gwent both io 
1d and compreheniive. He underſtood the: intereſts of the 
ſovcreigns of {,urope; and was particu ar 
in all the receſſes of that political labyrinth, the ſyſtem ot 
Germany; of the liberties of which he was thron gh his 
whole hte a moſt 7 ealous affertor. In the year 1741, he 
ok up arms, and even riſqued his own perſon, when by 
the projected diſmemberment of the houſe of Auſtria, they 
were in danger ot falling a ſacrifice to a p rench f. . 
He afterwards reſi ied with equal frianets net Er hovie 
of Auſtria, which he had expoſed his life to defend, hen 
the liberties of = empire were threatened 5 that 
quarter. 

The acquiſitions of his father, were by him confirmed, 
improved and enlarged. He was enabled by his occonony 
always to keep up a conſiderable body of troops in Hano- 
ver; by which means, when the war broke out, "th cre Was 
a diſciplined force ready to oppoſe the common enemy ; 
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and we do not hazard any thing in aſſerting, that if it had 
not been for the prudent foreiight of that meaſure, the 
army which has ſince been formed, and the great things 
which have ſince been done, could never have had exiſt- 
ence. So that if we only examine what he has done in 
Germany, when we reflect what enemies ſecret and de- 
clared he had at different times to manage and to fight in 
that country, he muſt in every fair judgment be allowed 
the greateſt prince of his family. 

He was in his temper ſudden and violent; but this, tho? 
it influenced his behaviour, made no impreſſion on his 
conduct, which was always ſufficiently deliberate and at- 
tentive to his own intereſts and thoſe of his ſubjects. 

He was plain and direct in his intentions; true to his 
word; ſteady in his favour and protection to his ſervants, 
and never changed them willingly; this appeared clearly 
in thoſe who ſerved more immediately on his perſon, 
whom he ſcarce ever removed; but they grew old along 
with him, or died in their places. But having been in a 
fort compelled by a violent faction, to relinquiſh a miniſter 


for whom he had great affection, and in whom he repoſed 


an unlimited confidence, it afterwards became a matter of 
more indifference to him by whom he was ſerved in the 
affairs of his government. 

He was merciful in his diſpoſition, but not to ſuch a de- 
gree as in any fort to encourage offences againſt his go- 
vernment. On the ſuppreſſion of the rebellion in 1746, 
he behaved without any remarkable diſplay either of ſeve- 
rity or clemency. Many were pardoned, many puniſhed ; 
and this, perhaps, is the moſt proper conduct on ſuch oc- 
caſions, where offended majeſty requires victims, juſtice 
examples, and humanity pardons. But though the law in 
many inſtances had its free courſe, the exceſſes commit- 
ted in the rage of war, were by him neither commanded 
nor approved. After that rebellion. had been ſuppreſſed, 
he retained no bitter remembrance of it, either to the 
country in which it unfortunately began, or even to many 
of the perſons who were actually concerned in it. 

As he came into England in a riper age, and of conſe- 
quence never had been able to attain a perfect knowledge 
of the force and beauties of our language, he never ſhewed 
a ſufficient regard to the Engliſh literature, which in his 
reign did not flouriſh: and this muſt be conſidered as the 
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greateſt, or rather the only blemiſh that lay upon his go- 
vernment. 

He has been cenſured, as a little too attentive to money ; 
and perhaps in ſome minute things this cenſure was not 
wholly without toundation. But there are two conſidera- 
tions which greatly enervate this obiection to his character. 
Firſt, that this diſpoſition never ſhewed itſelt in one ra. 
pacious act; and 2dly, that it never influenced his con- 
duct on any important occaſion. For it is now well known 
that he ſhewed no improper parſimony, when this war 
broke out. In fact, he expended ſo much on that occa- 
ſion, that on his deceaſe, his private wealth was found to 
be far inferior to what had commonly been imagined. 

Though it is true, that during his whole life, he had 
ſhewn a remarkable affection to his Hanoverian ſubjects 
yet the laſt act of it demonſtrated that they were tat 
from engroſſing the whole of his regard; and that in 
reality his German poſleſſions held no other place in his 
conſideration than what their relative importance to the 
reſt of his dominions naturally claimed. For when that 
truly fevere trial came, in which the intereſts of England 
and Hanover were ſeparated, when a war began for an ob- 
ject wholly foreign to that country, a war in which Hano- 
ver muſt ſuffer much, and could hope no advantage, even 
there his majeſty did not heſitate a moment to expoſe his 
German dominions to almoſt inevitable ruin, rather than 
make or even propoſe the ſmalleſt abatement trom the im- 
menſity of the Engliſh rights in America. A conduct tha! 
more than wipes off every ſuſpicion of an improper par - 
tiality; and which ſurely ought never to be mentioned 
without the higheſt gratitude to the memory of that mag 
nanimous monarch. 

If the authors of theſe ſheets were cqual to ſuch a de 
ſign, it would perhaps be impoſſible to exhibit a more 
pleating picture than that which might be formed from a 
juſt view of his late majeſty's conduct, to theic two ſo 
differently conſtituted parts of his ' dominions. His virtue 
was proved by two of the greateſt trials to which the na- 
ture of man is liable; the truſt of abſolute and unbounded 
power; and the moſt exalted ſtation limited by the ſtrict⸗ 
eſt laws. For theſe two ſo very different ſituations, very 
different and almoſt oppoſite tempers and talents have been 
always thought neceflary. But that king had a mind per- 
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fectly adapted to both; for whilſt in England he kept the 


liberties of his people inviolate, and like a wiſe magiſtrate, 
was ſatisficd to make his authority co-operate with law, 
and his will freely ſubſervient to the wifdom of ages, in 
Hanover like an indulgent father, acting only from the 
ſentiments of a patcrnal heart, his affection and his equity 
ſupplied the want of law and conſtitution. He has indeed 
l-ft to his illuſtrious ſucceſſor, an admirable example; 
which he not only promiſes to follow, but in many re- 
ſpects to exceed z and his ſubjects take the greater intereſt 
in his virtues, as they look upon them as more peculiarly 
their own ; and they now boaſt of a prince, who neither 
has, nor can have any partiality but the beſt, and who is 
in birth as well as inclination Britiſh. 

As ſoon as his preſent majeſty came to the 
throne, and had met his parliament, he in the 18 Nov. 
10ſt public and ſolemn manner confirmed the 
hopes of his allies, and gave the moſt undoubted aſſuran— 
ces of his reſolution to continue the war on the former 
plan, and with the former vigour ; and he found his par- 
ſiament no ways changed in their reſolution of ſupporting 
it with the ſame liberality and ſpirit. Inſomuch that as 
there was no apparent change either in the ſyſtem of the 
alliance, in the diſpoſition of the king, or in that of the 
nation, Or in the general plan of the war, we have only to 
paſs again to the tranſactions of the continent, thinking 
it unneceflary to apologize to our readers for having been 
diverted from the courſe of the narrative for a ſhort time, 
by an event t of fuch melancholy Importance to Great Bri- 
tain and to all Hurope. 


. 


Ruſſians and Arſirians enter Brandenburg. General Hut- 
ſen retreats from Saxony ts Berlin. Evacuates it. The 
city copitulates. Berlin deſcribed. Ring's palaces plun- 
dered. Ine my retires out of Brandenburg after having 


pillaged 2 of 


HY King of Pruſſia's letter, with which we cloſed 
5 Þ the 6th chapter, exhibited a truc picture of that mo- 
narch's apprchenſions; the events which immediately iol- 
lowed proved that theſe apprehenſions were but too well 
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rounded. The victory near Lignitz, indeed, gave ſome 
relief to Sileſia ; but whilſt the enemy had ſo many and ſo 
numerous armies in the field, even ſhame independent of 
their intereſt exacted from them ſome ſtroke of conſe— 
quence. 

The late manceuvres had neceſſarily drawn the king of 
Pruſſia into the ſouthern parts of Sileſia, and conſequently 
to a great diſtance from Brandenburg, with which country 
his communication was much interrupted, or rather wholly 
cut off, The Ruſſian army, which after it had repaſſed 
the Oder at Auras, began to move out of Sileſia, puſhed 
forward a powerful detachment under Count Czernichew 
towards the March of Brandenburg. A body of 15000 
Auſtrians under the Generals Lacy and Brentano from 
the army of Count Daun, and the whole united corps of 
Auſtrians and Imperialiſts which acted in Saxony, began 
their march in concert with the Ruſſians, and propoſed to 
unite at the gates of Berlin. Theſe armies amounted to 
forty thouſand men. 

General Hulſen, who was altogether too weak to op- 
= the Imperialiſts in Miſnia, fell back upon Berlin. 

eneral Werner who had lately been ſent into Pomerania, 
returned with incredible ſpeed and joined the troops under 
Hulſen ; but when they viewed their combined ſtrength, 
they found it conſiſted of no more than 15 or 16000 men, 
a force far too weak to oppoſe to thoſe powerful armies 
that were marching againſt them. Wholly unable to pro- 
tect a place of ſuch immenſe extent, and fuch imperfe 
fortification, they ſaw that to attempt a defence, would 
be only to involve the troops in the inevitable fate that 
waited the city, without being able to add any thing effec- 
tual to its ſecurity; therefore after having defended - it 
againſt the advanced guard of the Ruſſians under 'Tottle- 
ben, who attacked the gates and bombarded the town, 
when they found the grand armies advancing ; they made 
their retreat; leaving only three weak battalions in the 
place, to enable it to make ſome ſort of capitulation with 
the enemy. 

Berlin is compoſed of five towns, which have ſtretched 
to each other and grown into one vaſt city upon the banks 
of the river Spree. It has been augmented to this gran- 
deur, by having long been the reſidence of the electors of 
Brandenburg and kings of Pruſſia, who as they have en- 
larged 
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larged their dominions by inheritance, force, or policy, 
have all contributed ſomething to the grandeur and mag- 
nificence of this their capital. The ſituation of the town 
on ſo noble and navigable a river as the Spree, communi- 
cating on one fide with the Oder, by a canal (the moſt 
princely work of her ſovereigns) and on the other falling 
into the Elbe, has added not a little to its extent and opu- 
lence ; but that which has contributed moſt of all, has been 
the reception of the French retugees, to which this city has 
always been a moſt aſſured and tavourable aſylum, as it has 
alſo been to thoſe proteſtants who have been perſecuted in 
any part of Germany; and the preſent king by enlarging 
his plan, and imparting an extent of toleration unknown to 
his predeceſſors, has alſo introduced Roman Catholics, 
whom he has encouraged by ſuffering them to build a moſt 
magnificent church in the heart of Berlin. By this means 
he has brought the moſt oppoſite tations to concur in pro- 
moting the grandeur of his royal reſidence. From theſe 
cauſes Berlin is become one of the moſt conſiderable cities 
in Europe; vaſt in its extent; conſiderable in its commerce; 
and magnificent beyond moſt others in its public and private 
buildings, and the regular diſtribution of the ſtreets in the 
new town. It had long been the ſcat of the greateſt mili- 
tary arrangements in the world; and it was made by the 
preſent king the ſeat of arts and ſciences, and the place of 
reſort of ingenious men, in every ſcience, in every art, and 
trom every quarter. 

Such is Berlin, which at this time being deſerted by the 
greateſt part of its garriſon, was abandoned to the mercy of 
a mighty army of Auſtrians, Ruſhans, Saxons and Imperia- 
liſts, animated by revenge; exaſperated by injuries ; and in- 
ſtigated by avarice. Nothing could exceed the terror and 
conſternation of the inhabitants on this occaſion. They 
were acquainted with the ſavage character of one part of 
the enemy, and with the violent animoſity of the reſt; and 
they knew that they did not want pretences for colouring 
their ſeverities, with the appearance of a juſt retaliation. 

In theſe diſpoſitions of the inhabitants, the enemy ap- 
proached. The garriſon immediately propoſed to capitu- 
late, With reſpect to them, the terms were ſhort ; they 
were made priſoners of war. But with regard to the inha- 
bitants, where the great danger lay, the conditions were 
more tolerable than they expeQed ; they were promiſed 

the 
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tlie Free excroiie of their religion; and an immunity from 
violence to their goods and perſons. It was alfo agreed that 
the Ruſhan irregulars ſhould not enter the town ; and that 
the King's palace thoald be inviolable. "Theſe on the whole, 
were favourable terms ; and they were were granted prin- 
cipally on the mediation of the foreign miniſters refiding in 
Periin, who intorpo! (d their good ofthces with great zeal 
and humanity. The difſicuity was, how to ſecure the ob- 
{ervance of the m. 
hee conditions heing made, the army of the 
gth Oct. ale powers entered the town; totally deſtroyed 
the magazines, 1 and founderies, ſeized 
an immenſe quantity of mi! tary haves: and a nende of 
cannon and arms; called fiyſt for an immenſe payment of 
800,000 guilders, and then Jaid on a contribution of 
1,900,000 German crowns: not ſatisfied with this, many 
irregulartties were committed by the ſoldiery; but on oh 
whole, though fome ſhocking a ions were e 
far more exact diſcipline was obſerved than from ſuch Ae 
could have been ex pected upon ſuch an occaſion, where 
there was every incentive which conld work upon the licence 
of a conquering army. Their ofhcers no doubt with great 
Tritt alty prelerved even that degree of order. 

Put though their behaviour was tolerable, with gere to 
the private inhabitants, there was ſomething ſhe \cking and 
ungenerous in their treatment of the king's palaces. The 
apartments of the royal caſtle of Charlottenburgh were 
entirely plundereqd, 15. precious furniture ſpoiled, the pic- 
—_ detaced, wWilhout even {Daring the antique ſtatues 


8 
colle & ed by Card inal Polignac, which had becn purchaſed 
by - ae houle of Brandenburg. I he caſtle of Schonk.ouſen, 


belonging to the queen, and tho is of Fredericksfeld, belong 
ing to the margrave Charles, were alſo plundered. 

| ie palace of Potſdam, the famous Sans-fouci, had a 
better fate; Frince Fftcrhait commanded there; it was pre- 
ferved trom the ſmalleſt violation. The Prince on viewing 
the palace only aſked which picture of the king reſembled 
him moſt, and being informed, defired that he might have 
leave to take it, together with two German flutes which the 
king uſed, to keep them, he laid, in memory of his ma jeſty. 
This was a fort of taking very different from pillage. 

"They ſtaid in the city four days, but hearing that the 
king, apprehenſive of this ſtroke, was moving to the relief 


ot 
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of his capital, they quitted it on the 1 zeh of Os toher; and 
having waſtcd the whole country round for a vait extent, 
and driven away all the cattle aud horſes they could find, 
retreated by different routs out of Branden burg, 17 wing the 
people ſtill trembling under the alarm, and hard Y 7 
tain of their . 

We do by no means b to authenticate the raya- 
res which the Prufiian accounts charged upon the Auſtrians 


\ Et cer- 


arid their allies 111 this incurſion nor Whether they 


tl may 
not have e in general much cxaggerated, or in fore 
cales abſolutely tc ane d. Ve have abundant reaſon to ſuſ- 


pe: ct the exact vera iy of many pieces of that nature which 


have been p ubliſhed on all tides; and which are but tœo kre— 
quently a tort of ſtate hibcts, where the powers at War, not 
Content to deſtroy cache ter 11; the ticld, PUTtic thow 

veriaries repulat ion, and endeavour mutually to paint exc] 
other as moniters equall; devoid ot IQIICEC ; tid COmPa ion, 
Indeed it we were to &:ve credit to all the writin gs Of this 


kind that have appcarcd, it wore hard to fry which of tlie 
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parties have by their conanct brought the ny ate! dilgrace 
upon human nature. It is, huwever, certain, that the 
country of Brandenburg ſuffercd more tevercly on this oe 
caſion than the city of Berlin, An il dilcplined army 
always moſt turtous in its retreat, and the country 
no conditions. 
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HI King of Pruſſia at laſt ſaw his capit: al taken by hz: 
molt coed enemics, and put to ranſom; his native 
country was waſted; they took up their quartc rs in his pa- 
laces: but this was far from the whole of his misfortunes. 
When Gen. Hulfen marched to cover Brandenburg, there 
remained no Pruſſian army in Saxony. So that the Impe— 
al army on their return from Berlin, within a ſhort time, 
and with little oppoſition, made themſcives 5 maſters of Leip- 
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ſick, Torgau, Meiſſen, and at laſt of Wittemberg; in which 
city they took the grand magazine of the Prul- 
15 Ot. ſians immenſely ſtored. The king was now 
totally driven out of noms in which he had no 
longer a ſingle place. 

M. Stainville with a detachment of Broglio's army, as 
ſoon as Wangenheim had been obliged to repaſs the Weſer 
(as we have related in the ſeventh chapter) puſhed into the 
King of Pruſſia's dominions on that fide, and laid the city 
and dutchy ot Balberſtadt under contribution. In the eaſt- 
ern Pomerania, the Ruſſians had inveſted Colberg both by 
land and ſea, and preſſed that city with a cloſe and unremit- 
ted ſiege. The king could ſcarcely hope to rcheve it. In 
the weſtern Pomerania, the Swedes urged forward with un- 
common vigour, hoping to partake in the plunder of Ber- 
lin; and they advanced with ſucceſs. In Sileſia, the king 
had no ſooner began his march to the northward, tha: 
Baron Laudohn profited of his abſence to ruſh again into 
that country, and to inveſt the flrong and important fortreſs 
of Coſel. Whilſt the king's dominions were thus attacked 
in ſo many parts, he was himſelf attended ev ery ſtep of his 
march by the ſuperior army of Count Daun, who moved 

long with him and watched him with the moſt attentive 
vigilance, His condition ſeemed extremely to reſemble that 
to which he had been reduced in the autumn immediately 
preceding the battle of Roſbach. In Sileſia, his condition 
was at that time worſe; but he was then in the poſſeſſion 
of Saxony, of which in this campaign he was wholly de- 
vrived. : 

Saxony was, however, ſtill his great object, and knowing 
that the enemy had evacuated Brandenburg on his ap proach, 

he left that country on his right, and continued his march 
to the Elbe, u hich he paſs'd on the 25th of October. NI. 
Daun paſſed it the fame day. The two champions were to 

engage once more for the fo often contended Prize ; but 


now every diſadvantage was on the ſide of the King of 


Pruſſia, who bad no longer any place of ſtrength in that 
country, and all the magazines he had amaſſed were in the 
hands of the enemy. But being joined by his generals 
Hulten and P. Eugene of Wirtemberg, with the corps un- 
der their command, he advanced up the Elbe, whilſt N. 
Daun tell back to cover Leipſic and Torgau; but finding 
ihe Pruſſitans directed their march towards the Elbe, he 
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encamped within reach of Torgau, one part of his army 
extending to the Elbe, by which he was covered on that 
ſide, and whilit he was protected on every other quarter by 
ponds, hills, and woods, it was impoſſible to chuſe a more 
advantageous ſituation, in which above 80,000 men were 
poſted with every precaution that could be taken by a weak 
army in the moſt unlucky poſition. 

The King of Pruſſia was extremely ſenſible of the 
ſtrength, the advantageous poſture, and the precautions of 
M. Daun; he could have no hope of drawing that wary 
commander, from his poſt ; and yet he ſaw a neceſſity of 
fighting him even there. The winter was now far advanc- 
ed. His troops were extremely harraſſed by ſuch long and 
rapid marches : and he had no place for their winter-quar- 
ters but his own country, already waſted by the enemies 
incurſions ; and here ſtreightened for ſubſiſtence, cut off 
from all power of recruiting, he was to expect to be attack- 
ed, as it were, in a narrow corner by the combined force 
of ſo many powerful and exaſperated enemies. 

In theſe circumſtances he was reſolved to come to a bat- 
tle. He cauſed his army to be informed that he was to lead 
them to a moſt deſperate attempt, that his affairs required 
it, and that he was determined to conquer or die in the ex- 
pected engagement. 'They unanimouſly anſwered, that 
they would die along with him. 

Animated by this declaration he began his 
march; but having taken a reſolution as daring 3d Nov. 
as could be dictated by deſpair, he made all the 
diſpoſitions with as much ſkill and care as could be ſuggeſt- 
ed by the moſt guarded prudence. He divided his army 
into three columns; General Hulſen with one was to take 
poſt in a wood that lay on the left of the Auſtrian army, 
and had orders not to move until he tound the reſt of the 
Pruſhans engaged. General Zicthen was to charge on the 
right; the great attack in front was to be made by the king 
in perſon. The king had diſpoſed his torce in ſuch a man- 
ner, that either his right or left muſt take the enemy in 
rear and cloſe them in, ſo as to diſable them trom under- 
taking any thing againſt the part where he intended to effect 
his principal attack. This was the king's diſpoſition. 

M. Daun as ſoon as he perceived that the King of Pruſſia 
was ſerious in his reſolution of fighting, to prevent contu- 
fon, ſent all his baggage over the Elbe, acroſs which he 
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threw three bridges to be ready in caſe a retreat ſhould be 


found neceſſary. At the ſame time he cauſed Torgau to be 


evacuated. And then extending his firſt line to a village 
called Zinne on the left, he ſtretched it to another called 
Groſwitz on the right; ſupporting the right of his ſecond 
line, upon the Elbe. | 

In this diſpoſition he was found when about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, the King began his attack, and was receiv- 
ed with the fire of two hundred pieces of cannon, which 
were diſpoſed along the Auſtrian front. Three times the 
Pruſſians were led on; they perſevered in their attacks 
with uncommon reſolution, but were every time repulſed 
and broken with a moſt terrible flaughter. The king at 
length ordered a freſh body of his cavalry to advance, which 
at firſt compelled the Auſtrians to give way; but as treſh 
reinforcements were continually poured on that part, this 
cavalry was in its turn obliged to tall back, and the battle 
ſtill remained at leaſt dubious, or rather inclined againſt the 
King of Pruſſia, whole troops, as they had made aſtoniſhing 
efforts, ſo they ſuffered beyond all deſcription. But whilit 
the Pruſſians ſuſtained themſelves in that quarter with ſuch 
extreme difficulty, General Ziethen, with the right wing 
took the enemy in the rear, repulſed them and poſſeſſed 
himſelf of ſome eminences which commanded the whole 
Auſtrian army. Encouraged by this ſucceſs the Pruſſian 
infantry once more advanced, maſtered ſeveral of the 
enemy's intrenchments, and made way for a new attack of 
their cavalry, which broke in with irreſiſtible impetuoſity 
upon the Auſtrians, and threw ſeveral bodies of them into 
irreparable diſorder. It was now about nine o'clock, the 
two armies were involved in a pitchy darkneſs; yet the fire 
continued without intermiſſion, and the battalions with a 
blind rage diſcharged at each other without diſtinguiſhing 
friend or foe. 

M. Daun did every thing in the diſpoſition and the action, 
that became his high character. But he was obliged to 
yield to the miraculous fortune of the King of Pruſſia. He 
received a dangerous wound on the thigh, and was carried 
from the field, which probably diſheartened the troops, and 
baſtened the defeat. The command then fell on the Count 
O'Donnel, who finding a great part of his troops in difor- 
der, the night advanced, and the enemy poſſeſſed of emi- 
nences which commanded his camp, and of which it was 
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vain to think of diſpoſſeſſing them, ordered a retreat, which 
was conducted in this darkneſs and acroſs the Elbe with 
wonderful order; none were loſt in paſſing the bridges, and 
far the greater part of their artillery was preſerved. The 
Pruſſians remained maſters of this well-fought and blood 
field. The darkneſs hindered them from moleſting the 
enemies retreat or improving their victory, which they 
bought at the expence of ten thouſand killed and wounded, 
and about three thouſand priſoners. But even with this loſs, 
the advantage was well purchaſed : it was a neceſſary and a 
glorious victory. It re-eſtabliſhed the reputation of their 
arms; it ſecured their winter-quarters; and gave them 
again the poſſeſſion of a great part of Saxony. 

Probably of all the King of Pruſſia's battles, this was the 
moſt important; and it was that in the conduct of which 
he ſhewed the greateſt ſkill, intrepidity, and perſeverance. 
His troops behaved with a firmneſs which would have done 
honour to thoſe which he formerly led into Bohemia. In 
this action where they were to ſurmount every obſtacle and 
encounter every difficulty and danger in order to attack fo 
great and excellent an army as the Auſtrian, under ſuch an 
accompliſhed commander as M. Daun, their number did 
not exceed fifty thouſand men. 

The loſs of the Auſtrians was very great; the number 
killed and wounded is not indeed accurately known. Pro- 
bably it did not much, if at all exceed the loſs on the ſide 
of the viQtorious army; but the priſoners were far more 
numerous, two hundred and fixteen officers of the Auftri- 
ans were taken, among whom were tour generals, together 
with eight thouſand of the common fort. The king in this 
battle, in which he every moment expoſed his life to the 
greateſt dangers, received a flight contuſion in his breaſt by 
a muſket ſhot. 

'The Auſtrians diſputed the victory in the Gazettes. But 
the King of Pruſſia reaped all the fruits of it ; he recovered 
all Saxony except Dreſden; it had been the extremity of 
raſhneſs to have commenced the ſiege of that place in the 
depth ot winter, and in the ſight of an army ſtrongly poſted, 
and which though it had been beaten continued after its de- 
feat, more numerous than his own. His troops had alrea- 
dy ſuſtained fatigues almoſt beyond human ſtrength ; and 
the moſt prudeni part now left was to permi them to en- 


oy a little repoſe; and in the interval of action to prepare, 
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by employing the means his W had put into his hands, 
{or the arduous work of the enſuing campaign. 

Indeed the face of the Pruſſian affairs had been prodi- 
giouſly changed ſince the day in which their enemies had 
entered Berlin. It was obſerved that the taking ot that ct 
had been before this ominous to the Auſtrian cauſe : and 
that General Haddick's exo dition againſt it in 1757, had 
been followed by the v Of Rothach and Liſſa, as this 
irruption was by that of Torgau. There was ſome differ- 
ence between the former victories and the latter. But the 
Pruſſians drew motives of conſolation and hope from theſe 
coincidences. There was alſo ſomething ſolid in the advan- 
tages they had 4 bc After the King of Pruſſia's march 
had delivered Berlin, General Werner marched into Pomc- 
rania ; and on his approach, together with that of Winter, 
the Kuſſians raiſed the ſiege of Colberg, (which they had 
kept ſo long blocked up by ſea and land) and then retired 
into Poland, not having been able to effect in Pomerania by 
the operations of the whole year, more than the deveſlacion 
of the open country. Then Werner having treed the 
Haſtern, flew to the relief of the Weſtern Pomerania, wh cre 
the ſucceſs was as rapid, and more brilliant. He defeated 
a body of Swedes which was poſed near Paſſewalk, com- 
pelled them to retire with the loſs of a thouſand men, in 
killed and priſoners; and purſuing his advantage with ſpit, 
the Swedes were at length compelled to evacuate the Pruſ- 
ſtan Pomerania, and to fall back upon Stralſund. 

All the armies of the Ruſſians at length quitted the king's 
territories. Genera! Laudohn abruptly raiſed the blockade of 
Coſel; and afterwards abandoning Landſhut, he retired into 
the Auſtrian Silefia, and left all the Pruſhan part in quiet. 
M. Daun after the battle of Torgau, ſecing the King of 
Pruſſia attempt nothing againſt Dreſden, placed one part of 
his army in that city, and cantoned the reſt in thoſe ſtrong 
poſts which lie to the ſouth and weſt of it, by which he 
commanded the Elbe and kept open his communication with 
Bohemia. The army of the empire retired into Franconia, 
and placed its head quarters at Bamberg. 

The King of Pruſſia omitted nothing to re-eſtabliſh his 
affairs; and the recovery of Saxony gave him great oppor- 
tunities for that purpoſe. We may judge of the importance 
of that poſſeſſion by the reſources he was able to draw from 

it. He demanded of the circle of Leipſick for the contribu- 
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tions of the enſuing year, two millions of crowns, excluſive 
of the ordinary revenue, together with a vaſt quantity of 
forage and proviſion. From all the other parts of Miſnia 
which he held he exacted in the ſame proportion. He 
compelled them alſo to ſupply a vaſt number ot recruits : 
his demand was twenty thouſand ; and though it be certain 
that they could not apply. ſo many, yet he was enabled by 
the recruits furniſhed by Saxony alone, entirely to fill up 
the breaches which the battle of Torgau had made in his 
battalions. He drew alſo vaſt reſources trom the dutchy of 
Mecklenburgh, which he taxed at ſome millions of crowns, 
an immenſe quantity of proviſion, and a great number of 
recruits. Theſe he inſiſted either on receiving immediately, 
or that the duke ſhould enter his troops into the Pruſſian 
ſervice. It is ſaid that his majeſty then made ſome ſort of 
treaty or compoſition with the duke, whoſe condition has 
been from the beginning of the war, the worlt that can be 
imagined. For his ſituation is ſuch, juſt behind the Pruſſian 
dominions, and out of all poſſibility of communication with 
the grand armics of his allies, that he cannot be benefited by 
any advantages which they acquire ; on the contrary, he 
ſuffers almolil equally, whether the King of Pruſſia be vic- 
torious or defeated; and his dominions mult turniſh the 
means of improving the king's victories, and repairing his 
loſſes. If the King of Pruſſia has made a treaty with this 
Prince, there is no doubt that it is almoſt wholly in his 
majeſty's favour, and that he has taken care that he ſhall 
not draw much leſs profit from the Duke of Mecklenburgh 
as an ally, than he had derived from him as an enemy. 

In ſhort, with regard to extent of poſſeſſion, the King 
of Pruſſia is much in the ſame fituation in which he was 
left at the cloſing the foregoing campaign; but in all other 
reſpects his condition is infinitely preterable. He had then 
indeed the fame poſſeſſions in Saxony; but he cloſed that 
campaign with the loſs of two battles, + in them- 
ſelves, and diſgraceful in their circumſtanc he cloſed 
this by a moſt beneficial and moſt glorious v rr „by which 
the reputation of his arins, greatly rarn iſhed, Was reſtored 
to its former brightneſs, and which in its conſequences has 
given him as fair a proſpect of ſucceſs as he can have, whilſt 
the alliance againſt him is not in the leaſt degree weakened 
by the falling off of the moſt inconſiderable :nember, or 
the abatement of the ſmalleſt degree of their animoſity. 


CHAP. 


— - EY * A 1 
33 — — — F - 


— 


<> 
Aa. Aa KK —_— af 


2 f 


* 


mae... 


— 
— 2 


— th 


—— — 
3 x . 


—_— - 
—_ 


7 — * — a | 
nr 


ww, 


8 ' * bs - 
EY a. 
—— 

PR 


a P 
— Km — 
— — Pe 
— 92 * — — - 
RY E E 
—_ 
: — — 
_ 


PY 


— — 


326 The HISTORY H,, WAR. 1760. 
HK. 


The Allies raiſe the fiege of Gottingen. Winter quarters 
and ſufferings of the Britiſh troops. Popular debates in 


England concerning the German war. 


HI, allied army in Weſtphalia after their failure on 

the lower Rhine, turned their attention to the eaſt- 
ward of the Weſer, and made a vigorous attempt upon 
Gottingen, which from the 22d of November, until the 
12th of the following month, they kept blockaded. But 
the French made a brave defence, and having taken a ſtrong 
poſt of the allics in a fally, they compelled them to raiſe the 
blockade. They were before heartily weary of it, having 
ſuffered incredible h. ardſhips, both in this and all the other 
ſervices of the campaign, in which they had ſo often tra- 
verſed that great tract of country which hes between the 
Maine, the Weſer, and the Rhine: and though the winter 
continued very temperate and open, ſuch unuſual rains 
had fallen, that the waters were every where out, and the 
roads fo damaged, that their proviſions could ſcarcely arrive, 
or their communication be preſerved. 

At length therefore, they ſubmitted to go into winter 
quarters, leaving the French in poſſeſſion of Heſſe, and the 
whole country eaſtward of the Weſer to the frontiers of 
the electorate: by which they communicated with the 
Auſtrians and Imperialiſts, and prevented the ſuccours with 
which the King ot Pruſſia, after the battle of Torgau, had 
intended to reinforce the allied army. The Engliſh troops 
were cantoned jor the winter, in the biſhopric of Pader- 
born; and Lord Granby eſtai:thed his head quarters in 
the city of that name. But theſe quarters proved a very 
indifferent place of repoſe for the Britiſh troops, worn out 
with the tatigues of fo laborious a campaign, parti! y from 
the natural penury of the country; and partly from the 
vaſt numbers to be ſupported, at a time when the ſphere of 
their ſubſiſtence was extremely ſtreightened ; and even that 
narrow ſphere exhauſted by having been four years the ſeat 
of war. This ſe arcity was increaſed by the difficulty of the 
roads, and probably in ſome degree by the avarice of con- 
tractors, over whom, ſeveral were of opinion, as ſtrict a 
watch had not been kept, as is at all times neceſſary for that 
fort ot people, 


But 
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But whatever were the cauſes of this ſcarcity ; it was bit- 
terly felt by the troops, and was accompanied by diſcaſes 
which thinned them e This raiſed a general dif- 
content in the army, which was ſpeedily communicated to 
England, where the people during the preceding year, not 
having been ſtruck with thoſe brilliant advantages which 
diſtinguiſh an offenſive campaign, did not confine their com- 
plaints to the condutt of the war, but began to fall into an 
almoſt general diflike of the very ſyſtem upon which it 
was purſued. 

Much of the old diſpute between the naval and continen- 
tal ſchemes was renewed; and enforced with many addi- 
tional topics, Ihe alliances of the war in Germany were 


ſeverely criticiſed. © We are purſuing, ſaid they, a ſyſtem, 


by which we muſt certainly loſe all the advantages which 
we acquired for the ſhort time we followed one that was 
more national, and ſuitable to ovr circumſtances; a ſyſtem 
of all others the moſt abſurd; a ſyſtem in which defeats are 
attended with their uſual fatal effects, and in which even 
victorv itlelt cannot {ave us from ruin. We will not enter, 
ſaid they, into that long and vainly agitated queſtion, Whe- 
ther we ought to take any part in the differences which 
may ariſe between the powers on the continent? This 
diſquiſition is foreign to the pretent purpoſe; and it is be- 
ſides of too vague and general a nature to admit any preciſe 
determination; but this undoubtedly may be aſſerted, that 
we can never, conſiſtently with common prudence, engage 
in a continental war againſt France, without a concurrence 
in our favour of che other powets on the continent. This 
was the continental ſcheme of the great King William; and 
this principle the ſoundation of the grand alliance which he 
projected, and at the head of which, in defence of the li. 
berties of Europe, he made the moſt auguſt appearance to 
which human nature can be raiſed. It was on this princi- 
ple, that in conjunction with halt Europe, we carried on 
the war with ſo much honour and ſucceſs againft France, 
under the Duke of Marlborough. But to engage in a con- 
tinental war with that power, not only unaſſiſted but oppoſ- 
ed by the greateſt part of thoſe ſtates with whom we were 
then combined, is an attempt never to be juſtified by any 
comparative calculation of the populouinels, the revenues, 
or the general {trength of the two nations. It is a def- 
perate ſtruggle, which muſt finally end in our ruin. 


But 
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But what is the ſcene which we have choſen for this 
ſtruggle? We have choſen Germany; the very ſpot of all 
others which the French, if they had their choice, would 
have pointed out to us. By making Germany the theatre 
of war, they ſee that country waſted and deſtroyed, the 
ſtrength of which has always proved the greateſt bulwark 
againſt their overbearing ambition. They ſee the ſwords 
of the Germans, from one end to the other of that vaſt and 
populous country, turned againſt each other; and they ſee 
with joy the E ngliſh, whoſe intereſt it is to ſave them as 
much as poſſible; co-operating with her blood and trea- 
ſures, to compleat the diſunion, and conſequently the de- 
ſolation of Germany. In a war in that country France has 
many advantages : ſhe ſupports her armies in a great degree 
by pillaging thoſe whom 1n every reſpect it 1s her intereſt to 
weaken. She is not very remote from her own frontiers, 
from whence ſhe is eaſily provided, eaſily recruited ; and by 
means of which a great part of the public money is expend- 
ed in the country where it is raiſed. Is ſhe unſucceſsful ? 
ſhe 1s brought thercby but the nearer to her frontiers, ſup- 
ports her troops with ſtill the greater facility, and exhauſts 
ſtill leſs the natural wealth of her people. Even ſuppoſe 
the French army driven into France ; even then theſe ad- 
vantages on her ſide are increaſed; and very obvious cir- 
cumſtances render it impollible for the allied army to puſh 
their ſucceſs on the German trontiers of France to any de- 
cifive conſequence. 

But to the Engliſh, every thing is unfavourable in ſuch 
a war; their greatelt ſucceſſes will only carry them to 
greater diſtance from their reſources, and every ſtep of 
their progreſs muſt make the tranſport of proviſion, artillery, 
ammunition, and the infinite impediments of a large army 
more difficult, and in the end altogether impracticable. J his 
is not ſpeculation ; the events which followed the battle of 
Crevelt have proved it. Prince Ferdinand, victorious in 
that action, was obliged, rather from the difficulty of ſub- 
tiſting, than the ſuperiority of the enemy, to repaſs the 
Rhine, and to bring back to Germany that war with which 
he threatened France. It is thus, that upon this plan, vic- 
tory itſelf cannot ſave us, and that all our ſucceſſes ſerve only 
to accumulate new diſtreſſes, new difficulties, new charges. 
Whilſt France, who has only contracted her expences by 
the loſs of her navy, encourages us to enter deeper and 
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deeper into the inextricable toils of a German war, in which 
we waſte our ſtrength only to entangle ourſelves further. 
She holds the ſtrings, and can never be tired out at this 
game. From all this ariſes an expence unknown even in 
thought to our forefathers, and which the ſingle revenue of 
England is by no means able to bear. The allies, if they 
deſerve the name, ſupply not the ſmalleſt part of it. The 
Hanoverians and Heſſians contribute to our ſervice only by 
enabling us to protract ſtill longer our efforts in a ſyſtem, in 
which nothing can ſo effectually ſerve us as being defeated 
as early as poſſible. 

As to the King of Pruſſia, what we pay to that monarch, 
may rather be conſidered as tribute than ſubſidy ; ſince we 
receive nothing in return: and that far from being able to 
aftord any relief to our armies, he is ſcarcely in a condition 
to ſupport himſelf. So that this alliance is worſe than the 
former, as it is an heavy charge compenſated not only with 
no real, but even with no apparent or ſhewy advantage. 
Indeed, he is an ally the laſt in the world we ought to have 
choſen, on account of his long connection with our worſt 
enemies, the mean and the hoſtle ſentiments he has always 1 
entertained towards us, the injuries he has done us, and the 1 
general lightneſs of his faith with regard to his former allies. J 
We regard him, it is true, as the protector of the Proteſtant 1 

| 


religion; but how lightly he thinks of all religion his writ- 
ings teſtify ; and what miſchiefs he has done the Proteſtant | 
cauſe in particular, this war will be a laſting memorial. 4 j 
When he entered Saxony, a Proteſtant country, he found | 
that religion no ways moleſted in thoſe places, where it had 
been eſtabliſhed or tolerated by the treaty of Weſtphalia. 
Even in the Popiſh dominions the perſecution began to loſe 
ſomething of its edge, when he under the name of its pro- 
rector, brought upon it as great a calamity as its moſt deter- 
mined enemies could have wiſhed ; by dividing the reform- 
ed ſtates of the empire, and ſetting Proteſtants to cut the 
throats of Proteſtants, whilſt all the Popiſh powers have 
been forced into a ſtrict confederacy. 

Had we kept ourſelves clear of this ruinous ſyſtem; and 
inſtead of engaging France on her ſtrong ſide, attacked and 
vanquiſhed her colonies, one after another, we might with- 
out exhauſting our own ſtrength have gradually waſted away 
the principal reſources of her trade, and whilſt we continued 


this method, have as little reaſon to grow tired of a war [ 
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xn whole funds of which would be ſpent at home) as 
'rance has to grow weary in the preſent manner of carry- 
ing it on. If the powers on the continent were left with- 
out our interpoſition to do their own buſineſs, they would 
probably better underſtand and better defend their own 
rights. At worſt let France enter, let them conquer, let 
them poſſeſs Hanover; there is no miſchief they can do that 
country greater than it ſuffers by the preſent war; and we 
not exhauſting ourſelves by a fruitleſs defence, ſhould in the 
end by the entire poſſeſſion of the French colonies, be able, 
beſides the ſecurity of our own juſt claims, to reſtore the 
Hanoverian dominions to their lawful ſovereign, and even 
to procure ſome indemnification for what they might have 
{ſuffered in our quarrel.” | 
This is pretty nearly the ſubſtance of what was urged 
againſt the German ſyſtem; and the argument was con- 
ducted with great management and addreſs, and interſperſed 
with a'number of topics well calculated to ſpread diſcontent, 
and to place in an odious light every ſtep taken in thoſe al- 
liances and in that war. Many, however, ſtrongly adhered 
to that method, and they anſwered “ That the beſt rea- 
ſons on the other fide were more ſpecious than ſolid ; and 
that the chief writings againſt our German connections were 
declamations rather than arguments. That the complaint 
of the expence of this war was in ſome meaſure juſt ; but 
if the advantage was in any degree equivalent, the expence 
was incurred to good purpoſe. That France by engaging 
ſo heartily as ſhe has done in the German war, has drawn 
away ſo much of her attention and her revenue from her 
navy, that it enabled us to give ſuch a blow to her maritime 
ſtrength, as poſhbly ſhe may never be able to recover. Her 
engagement in the German war, has likewiſe drawn her 
from the defence of her colonies, by which means we have 
conquered ſome of the moſt conſiderable ſhe poſſeſſed. It 
has withdrawn her from the protection of her trade, b 
which it is entirely deſtroyed, whilſt that of England has 
never in the protoundeſt peace been in ſo flouriſhing a con- 
dition. So that by embarking in this German war, France 
has ſuffered herſelf to be undone, ſo far as regards her par- 
ticular and immediate quarrel with England. But has ſhe 
had in Germany ſuch ſucceſſes as will counterballance this 
loſs? Far from it. At this moment ſhe is infinitely leſs ad- 
vanced than ſhe was the year ſhe entered Germany, after 
having 
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having ſpent ſuch immenſe ſums of money, and loſt by the 
ſword, by diſeaſe, and by deſertion, at leaſt 100,000 of her 
people. | 

On the other hand, the account ſtands thus with regard 
to England ; deeply embarked as ſhe has been in this Ger- 
man war, in her particular quarre] with France, ſhe has 
been carried along with an almoſt uninterrupted tide of ſuc- 
' ceſs. She has taken many of the French colonies ; ſhe has 
deſtroyed their navy and their trade, and having inſulted 
the enemies coaſts, has ruined an harbour which might one 
day prove very obnoxious to us. Then how ſtands the ac- 
count in Germany? The French have been there frequent- 
ly defeated : Hanover has been recovered and protected : 
The King of Pruſſia has been preſerved ſo long at leaſt 
from the rage of his enemies, and in general the liberty of 
Germany has been hitherto ſecured. So that if we have 
incurred a great expence, we have done by it infinitely 
more than France has done at an expence much greater 
than ours. For the advocates who declaim againſt the 
King of Pruflia, ſeem to have forgot that the charge of 
the French army muſt excecd ours, -as the number of their 
troops to be paid, exceeds the difference between French 
and Engliſh pay. 'Thoſe on the Engliſh eſtabliſhment in 
Germany, have at no time exceeded 25,000, and the reſt 
of the confederates ſerve very nearly on the ſame terms with 
the French. Not to mention the ſubſidies fo greatly ſupe- 
rior to ours, which that power pays to ſtates from whom 
the has not a ſingle regiment to augment her armies. Thus, 
although by our victories, France is relieved from the 
charge of her navy, and that of the defence of ſome of 
her moſt confideral 'e colonies, the German war alone has 
brought her finances to a diſtreſs of which the whole world 
has been witneſs. And nothing leſs could have happened ; 
the expence however contracted was ſtill enormous ; and 
the reſource of every war, trade, was almoſt wholly de- 
ſtroyed. In England, the expence was alſo undoubtedly 
great: but then, the old trade ſtill remained to ſupply 1t, 
and new channels were opened. Had we lain by and tame- 
ly beheld Germany in part poſſeſſed, and the reit compel- 
led to receive laws from France, the war there would ſoon 
have been brought to an end; and France, ſtrengthened by 
victory, by conqueſt and alliance, would have the whole 
force and whole revenue of her mighty monarchy free to 
act againſt us alone. 1 They 
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They argued further, that common faith obliged us to 
an adherence to our engagements both with Hanover and 
Pruſſia ; and that the pleaded incapacity to aſſiſt them ari- 
ſing from the greatnels of the charge could not excuſe us; 
becauſe the incapacity was not real ; and if the expence 
was inconvenient, we ought to have looked to that when 
we contracted our engagements. That it was not true, 
that we received no advantage from our alliance with the 
King of Pruſſia ; for if it be once admitted, that we en- 
tered with any reaſon into the German war (which they 
ſuppoſed proved) then the King of Prufſia has been very 
materially ſerviceable to us; becauſe it was his victory at 
Roſbach, and the reinforcement from his troops, which 
Has enabled us to do all that has ſince been atchieved. In 
the like manner, if the ſupport of the proteſtant religion 
be any part of our care, that religion muſt ſuffer eminent- 
ly by the ruin of the King of Pruſſia; for though the wri- 
tings attributed to his Pruſſian majeſty be ſuch, as if really 
his, reflect on account of their impiety great diſgrace on 
his character as a man, yet as a king, in his public and po- 
litical capacity, he is the natural protector of the proteſtant 
religion in Germany; and it will always be his intereſt to 
defend it. 

We ſhall not preſume to determine, which party has the 
right ſide of this queſtion; it was once undoubtedly a queſ- 
tion very fit to be diſcuſſed with great care; but having 
choſen our party, it is at preſent little more than a matter 
of political ſpeculation. 


CHAP. XII. 


Thurot fails from Dunkirk. Puts into Gottenburg and 
Bergen. Puts into the Ifle of Ilay. He takes Carrick- 
fergus. Sails from thence. He is Killed, and his whole 
Squadron taken. War in America. General Amherſt 
goes down the river St. Laurence. General Murray 
marches from Quebec. Montreal ſurrenders. Cherokee 


war. Affairs of the Faſt- Indies. Lally defeated by 
Coote. 


Efore we reſume the account of the war in America, 

it will be neceſſary to take ſome notice of the attempt 

of the celebrated Thurot. It happened much earlier in the 
year, 
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year, than the events which we have juſt related. But to 
avoid breaking the thread of the more important events in 
Germany, we have reſerved it for this place. 

The reader will remember, that in the French ſcheme 


for invading theſe iſlands, (which was deſcribed as it then 


appeared to us in the 4th chapter of the annals of 1759,) a 
ſmall ſquadron was prepared at Dunkirk, under Monſieur 
Thurot, the deſtination of which moſt people at that time 
imagined to have been for Scotland. But, it has ſince ap- 
peared, that this little ſquadron was intended to make a di- 
verſion on the north coaſt of Ireland, whilſt the grand fleet 
under Monſieur de Conflans, made the principal deſcent in 
ſome of the ſouthern parts of that kingdom. 'The manner 
in which the latter and principal part of this project failed, 
has already been related among the tranſactions of that 
year. It remains now to give ſome account of the part in 
which Thurot was concerned. | 

His ſquadron, conſiſting of five frigates, on board of 
which were 1270 land ſoldiers, ſailed from the port of 
Dunkirk on the 5th of October 1759. They had been 
blocked up until that time by an Engliſh fleet; but under 
favour of an hazy night, they put out to ſea, and arrived at 
Gottenburg in Sweden ten days after. From thence they 
made to Bergen in Norway. In theſe voyages, the men 
were reduced by ſickneſs, and the veſſels themſclves had 
ſo ſuffered by ſtorms, that they were obliged to ſend one 
of the moſt conſiderable of them back to France. It was 
not until the 5th of December, that they were able to fail 
directly for their place of deſtination. But their old ill for- 
tune purſued them with freſh diſappointments. For near 
three months they beat backward and forward amongſt the 
weſtern iſles of Scotland, having in vain attempted a conve- 
nient landing near Derry. In this tedious interval they ſuf- 
fered every poſſible hardſhip. Their men were thinned and 
diſhcartned. Another of their ſhips was ſeparated from 
them, of which they never heard more. The now remain- 
ing three were extremely ſhattered, and their crews ſuffer- 
ed extremely by famine. This obliged them to 
put into the iſle of Hay ; where they refitted and Feb. 16. 
took in ſome cattle and proviſions, which were 
liberally paid for by the generous adventurer who command- 
ed, and who behaved in all reſpeQs with his uſual courteſy 
and humanity. 


Here 
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Here they heard for the firſt time of the defeat of Con- 
flans's ſquadron. This was a circumſtance of great dif- 
couragement. But as Thurot could not be fure that this 
intelligence was not given to deceive him; he perſiſted in 
his reſolution to fail for Ireland. Indeed he had fcarcel 
any other choice; for he was fo poorly victualled, that he 
could not hope without ſome refreſhment, to get back to 
France. And he was further urged on by his love of glory, 
no ſmall ſhare of which he was certain to add to his cha- 
racter, if he could ſtrike a blow of never ſo little impor- 
tance on the coaſt of Ireland : For by this he might make 
ſome appearance of having revenged the many inſults 
which had been offered to the coaſt of France. 

Full of theſe ideas, he arrived before the town of Car- 
rickfergus on the 28th of February; and landed his troops, 
now reduced to about 600 men, the day following. They 
were augmented by nme from his feamen to near 1000. 
Theſe he formed on t!;- ach, and moved to the attack of 
the town. Carrickfergus is ſurrounded by an old wall ruin- 
ous in many places. Colonel Jennings commanded about 
four companies in the town, moſtly of new raiſcd men, ex- 
tremely ill ranged with ammunition, and no way prepa- 
red for this attack, which they had not the leait reafon 
to expect. However, they ſhut the gates, ſent off the 
French priſcners to Belfaſt, and took all the meaſures their 
circumitances would admit. 'The enemy advanced and 
attacked the gates. There was no cannon ; but the gates 
were defended with effect by muſquet ſhot, until the am- 
munition wv a ſpent. Then the garriſon retired into the 
caſtle, which having: in the wall near 50 feet in 
extent, was no ways tenable. They therefore ſurrendered 
priſoners of war with terms of ſafety for the town. 

Thurot as ſoon as he was maſter of Carrickfergus, iſſu- 
ed orders to Belfaſt to fend him a quantity of wine and pro- 
viſions: he mace the ſame demand to the magiſtrates of 
Carrickfergus, which they having imprudently refuſed to 
com mply with, the town was plundered. Thurot having 

0 and gained as much reputation by this action as 


684 he cx pected from a flegt which was no more than a 
ſari af wreck of the grand enterpriſe, ſet ſail for France. 
But be had nor leit the bay of Carrickfergus many hours, 
when near the coalt ot the ile ot Man, he perceived three 


ſail that bore down upon him. Theſe were three F-nghth 
frigates 
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frigates which happened to be in the harbour of Kinſale, 
when Thurot made his deſcent ; the duke of Bedford, lord 
lieutenant, diſpatched orders to the commander of the fri- 
gates to go in queſt of the French armament. The Engliſh 
trigates were one of 36 guns commanded by Capt. Elliott ; 
and two of 32. 

Such was their diligence and ſucceſs, that they overtook 
Tizurot's ſquadron before they could get out of the Iriſh ſea, 
'They were exaQly three frigates to three, Ihe French 
ſhips were much the larger, and their men much more nu— 
merous; but both ſhips and men were in a bad condition. 
A ſharp and cloſe engagement began. None of the French 
could poſſibly efcape, and they muſt take or be taken. 
Thurot did all that could be expected from the intrepidity 
of his character; he fought his ſhip until ſhe had her hold 
almoſt filled with water, and her decks covered with dead 
bodies. At length he was killed. The crew of his ſhip, 
and by her exaraple thoſe of the other two, diſpirited by 

this blow, and preſſed with uncommon alacrity by the ſ1;;- 
nal 3 of Capt. Elliott, and thoſe who commanded un- 
der him, truck, and were carried into Ramſay Bay in the 
Ile of Man. Even this inconſiderable action added to the 
glory of the Engliſh arms. None had been better conduct- 
ed, or tought with greater reſolution. This ſole inſult on 
our coaſts was ſevercly puniſhed; and not a veſſel concern- 
ed in it eſcaped. The public indeed lamented the death of 


the brave Thurot, who even whilſt he commanded a priva- 


tcer, fought leſs for plunder than honour 3 whoſe behavi- 
our was on all occaſions full of humanity and generoſity ; 
and whoſe undaunted courage raiſed him to rank, and me- 
rited diſtinction. His death ſecured the glory hc always 
ſought : he did not live to be brought a priſoner into En— 
gland ; or to hear in France thoſe malignant criticiſms, 
which ſo often attend unfortunate braverv. "This was the 
fate of the laſt remaining, branch of that grand armament, 
which had fo long been the hope of France, the alarm of 
England, and the object of general attention to ail Eu— 
rape (un. 

In 
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(a) Capt. Elliatts Account of his Engagement with Mon, Thure:, 
inn letter to bis Grate the Dube of Bedford. 
FE ons, 
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In America, the French had no great reaſon to boaſt of 
their ſucceſs. The action of Sillery only gained them, by 
an immenſe effuſion of their blood, a victory which was 

attended 


Solus, in Ramſay Bay, Feb. 29, 1760. 
My Lord, 

Had the honour to write to you on the 26th inſt. off Dublin, 

but very incorrectly and in great haſte, as I that minute had in- 
formation from the fiſhermen, that the enemy were then at Car- 
rickfergus, I made all the diſpatch poſſible to attack them there, 
and got off the entrance of the harbour that evening, but the wind 
being contrary and blowing very hard I could not get in. 

On the 28th, at four in the morning, we got ſight of them un- 
der fail, and gave chace; about nine I got up along fide their 
Commodore, and, in a few minutes after, the engagement be- 
came general, and continued very briſkly for an hour and a half, 
when they all three ſtruck their colours. 

They proved to be the Marſhal Belleifle, of 44 guns and 545 
men, M. Thurot, commander, who is killed; the La Blonde, of 
32 guns and 400 men, and the Terp/ichore, of 26 guns and 300 
men (including the troops in this number). I put in here to refit 
the ſhips who are all greatly diſabled in their maſts and rigging ; 
the Marſhal Belleiſſe in particular, who loſt her bowſprit, mizen- 
maſt, and main- yard in the action, and it is with much difficulty 
we keep her from ſinking. 

I have acquainted my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
with the particulars by expreſs, and I purpoſe returning to ſome 
port in England as ſoon as the ſhips can poſlibly be repaired, Sub- 
joined is a lift of the killed and wounded. 


J am, 
My Lord, 
Your Grace's 


Moft bumble, and moſt obedient Servant, 


JOHN ELLIOTT. 
In his Majeſty's Ships, Killed. Wounded. 
Solus, 4 15 
Pallas, — I 5 
Brilliant, = — 0 11 
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attended with no advantageous conſequences, Vaudreuil, 
the governor of Canada, after Levy had bezn compelled 
to raiſe the ſiege of Quebec, fixed his head-quarters at 
Montreal, to make if poſſible a laſt ſtand in that place; 
for which purpoſe he carried in all his poſts ; and here he 
collected the whole regular force that remained in Canada. 
At the ſame time he ſought to keep up the ſpirits of the peo- 
ple by various rumours and devices, which he practiſed on 
their credulity. But Monſieur Vaudreuil's greateſt hope, 
was not in his artifices, nor his force, but in the ſituation 
of Canada, which is much harder to be entered, than 
when the enemy has entered it, to be conquered. On the 
fide where the moſt conſiderable part of the Britiſh force 
was to act, it is covered with vaſt impenetrable woods, 
moraſſes, and mountains; the only tolerable entrance for an 
army, 1s by the river St. Laurence ; and the navigation of 
this river is rendered extremely difficult and hazardous by 
the number of ſhallows, rifts and falls, that he between 
the diſcharge of Cntario and the ifſe of Montreal. Vau- 
drewl was in expeQation, that the preparations neceſſary 
for conducting an army through ſuch a long and difficult 
way, would neceſſarily conſume io much of the ſummer, 
as not to leave ſufficient time for the operations abſolutely 
neceſſary to reduce the remainder of Canada. He did not 
apprehend much danger from the garriſon of Quebec, 
which had been weakened by its defeat in the ſpring. Theſe 
conſiderations gave him ſome confidence that he might pro- 
tract the war ſomewhat longer, and another year might. 
poſſibly give fortune an opportunity to take ſome turn in his 

favour. | 
But Mr. Amherſt, whoſe calm and ſteady reſolution no 
:\ificulties could overcome, was taking the moſt effectual 
meaſures to defeat his expectations. His plan was diſpoſed 
in this manner. Brig. Gen. Murray had orders to advance 
towards Montreal, on his ſide, with all the troops which 
could be ſpared from the garriſon of Qucbec. Colonel 
Haviland failed from Crown Point, and took poſſeſſion of 
the Iſle au Noix, which had been abandoned by the enemy 
on the 28th of Auguſt, and from thence had orders to pro- 
cced directly to the city of Montreal. His own army, 
conſiſting of about 10,000 men, he propoſed to tranſport 
by the way of Lake Ontario into the river St. Laurence. 
Thus he propoſed entirely to ſurround the laſt place of im- 
U u portance 
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portance which the enemy poſſeſſed, and by the motion of 
the three armies, in three {uch different routs, to render 1t 


impoſſible tor them to form an effectual oppoſition to any of 


his corps. 
Having laid this general plan, he left SheneQa- 
June 21. Gy on the frontiers of New Y ork, and paſſed up 
the Mohawks river and down that of the Oneidas, 
to Oſwego, where he arrived on the gth of July. The 
army he had collected there, conſiſted of about 10,000 
men, regulars and provincials. Sir Wm. Johnſon brought 
1000 ſava ges of the Iroquois or five nations; the greateſt 


5 
number of that race of men which was ever ſeen in arms in 


the cauſe of England. 
It was a matter of the greateſt difficulty to tranſport ſo 
numerous an army, the w Nele of its artillery, its ammuni— 
tion, and all its proviſion, over the expanſe ot that vaſt 
lake in open boats and gallies ; it required the greateſt cau- 
tion and the exacteſt order, left they ſhould fall foul upon 
one another, leſt they ſhould be driven out too far to gain 
the land on the firſt threatning of a ſtorm, or leſt they ſhould 
come too near the ſhore. But all the diſpoſitions were 
made in the moſt admirable method, and with that regula- 
rity of military arrangement, xk makes ſo conſiderable 
a part of the character of that able commander. So that 
the whole armv embarked on whe Ioth of Auguſt. A de- 
tachment had been ſent fome days before to clear the pal- 
ſage of the river St. Laurence of any obſtru&tion, and to find 
the beit paſſage for the veſlels, 

On the 27th he had entered that river, taken poſſeſſion 
of Swer 8 c, and made all di {poſit ons for the attack of 
L'Iie |} Royele, a tort lower down in the river which com- 
manded it, and by Ut. co namand is the moſt important poſt, 
and as it were the key of Canada. The troops 3 and boats 
were ſo diſpoſed, that the iſle was compleatiy inveſted, and 
the garriſon was left no means ot eſcape. The batteries 

EE were then raiſed and opened, and after two days 
Aug. 25. ſharp firing, the fort ſurrendered 

rp firing, the tort a ered, 

This being a poſt 'of import. ince both to command Lake 
Ontario and to cover our lrontier, the general ſpent {ome 
days here in order to repair the fort, and at the ſame time 
to fit out his vellels, and to prepare ail things tor paſing his 
troops down the river, the moſt dangerous part of which 
hc was now to encounter, as all the r apids lie between this 
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but notwithſtanding all precantions, 


near go men were drowned in paſting theſe dangerous talls, 


and a great number of veſſels broke to pieces. 


This lofs 


from ſo large an embarkation, in ſuch circumſtances, is to 


be regarded as very inconſiderable. 


At length, 


after a tedi- 


ous, "atiguing. and dangerous voyage of two 


months and ſeventeen days fince they left Senec- 
tady, the Engliſh ſaw to their great joy, the iſle 


Sept. 6. 


* 


of Montreal, "the object of their ardent wiſhes, and the pe- 


riod of their labours. 


They were immediately landed in the beſt order; and ai} 


diſpoſitions were made for attacking, the place. 


So excel- 


lently was this plan concerted, and ſo taithfully executed, 
that Gen. Murray landed from Quebec that very day; and 
Col. Haviland with his army from Iſle au Noix the day fol- 


lowing. 


Montreal (3) is the ſecond place in Cana da 
building, traſkck, and ſtrength. 


Its mdd;o ſituat 10 n hetw een 


th e lakes and Quebec, hath made it the ſtaple of the Ind an 
trade; but the fortifications before this war were mean and 


inconſiderable; ſomething has been ſince added; 


but no- 


thing made the taking of it an enterpriſe of difficulty, ex- 
cept that here was colſected the whole regular, and no imall 
part of the provincial force which remained in Canada, 
However, by the diſpoſitions which at once brought againft 


Uu 


2 thea\ | 


(b) An Explanation of the R fervencey to the Perſpetive Vicw of 
Monireal 17 


The river St. Laurence. 

2. St. Peter's river. 

3. A bridge over St. Peter's 
river. 

4. M. de la Calliere's houſe. 

The general hoſpital. 

6. A dry ditch encompaſſing 
the town, except that part to- 
wards the river ; it is about 
eight feet deep. 

7. The glacis. 

8. The tmall gate. 

Market-gate. 
10. St. Mary's gate, 


Wiater-gate. 
12. The th ily: port. 
13. The R decollets convent. 
14. The pariſh-church. 
15. The nunnery-hotpital. 
16. The Jeſuits church and 
— 

The palace of M. Vau- 
dre all, Gorvernor-genetal of Ca- 
nada. 

18. M. de Longuevil's houſe, 
19. The citadel. 
The wharf. 
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them three armies, the greateſt part of the flower of the 
Britiſh troops in Arrerica, Monſ. Vaudreuil ſaw himſelf 
entirely encloſed ; , deſpaited of defending the place; and 
therefore ſurrenderec the garriſon of Montreal as “ priſo- 
ners of war, and the inhabitants of his government as ſub- 
jects to the King of Great Britain on the 8th of September 
I 760 

And thus, in the ſixth year of the war, and after the moſt 
ſevere ſtruggles, was the vaſt country of Canada reduced 
to the King's obedience. In this time fix battles had been 
fought, the fortune of which was equally divided ; in three 
the French had been viQorious; in three the Engliſh. 
The firſt of thoſe in which the French had the better, was 
fought in the meadows near Fort du Queſne, where Gen. 
Braddock was killed; the other at Ticonderoga, where 
Gen. Abercrombie command ed; the third at Sillery, where 
Gen. Murray was repulſed. The victories of the Englith 
were, 1ſt. that near Crown Point, where Gen. Jolinſon 
commanded, and Dieſkau was made priſoner ; the 2d near 
Niagara, where Gen. Johnſon alſo commanded ; and the 3d 
and principal near Quebec, where Wolfe gained the victo- 
ry and loſt his life. From the Engliſh two forts had been 
taken, Oſwego and Fort William-Henry. The Engliſh on 
their ſide took three cities; Louiſhourg, Quebec, and 
Montreal; and five principal forts, which commanded as 
many important communications, Beauſejour, Niagara, 
Frontenac, 'Ticonderoga, Crown Point, and Ifle-Royale ; 
beſides ſome others of inferior conſideration. 

Taking the whole war in America into one view, Canada 
had becn defended with bravery and conduct ſufficient to 
crown the Generals Wolfe and Amherſt, and the Admirals 
Boſcawen and Saunders, who finally reduced it, with the 
grcateſt glory. And without queſtion, the conduct of 
Gen. Amherſt in his laſt expedition, by which he obliged 
Montreal to ſurrender without a blow, and finally conquer- 
ed Canada without effuſion of blood, deſerves every ho- 
nour and every recompence a grateful people can beſtow. 
'The humanity with which he behaved to the conquered 
both French and Indians, though the one had perpetrated, 


— 


„ 


They were not in ſtrictneſs priſoners; but ſent to France 
upon condition not to ferve during the war. | 
and 
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and the other at leaſt connived at the moſt horrid cruelties 
on the Engliſh priſoners, adds a high luſtre to his conqueſt. 
His troops ſet not one houſe on fire, not one habitation 
was plundered, not one man was killed (except in the at- 
tack of Iſle-Royal). None was more diſtinguiſhed in this 
reſpect than Sir William Johnſon; he led into Canada an 
army of 1000 of the fierceſt and moſt cruel ſavages which 
are bred in America, without doing the leaſt damage to 
the country, or offering the ſlighteſt injury to the perſons 
of the inhabitants. To effect this he was obliged to exert 
the moſt unwearied endeavours, and the whole of thoſe un- 
common talents which give him ſuch power over the minds 
of all ſorts of men. The great victories by which he has 
advanced the intereſt of the nation, have done him leſs ho- 
nour than this conduct, by which he has ſo greatly advanc- 
ed its character for humanity and moderation. It were to 
be wiſhed that the ſame might be ſaid of the army, which 
marched from Quebec ; who finding that the inhabitants in 
ſome parts were out in arms, were under a neceſſity of ſet- 
ting fire to the villages; the tenderneſs of Gen. Murray's 
nature revolted when the giving ſuch orders became a ne- 
ceſſary part of his duty. In the courſe of this 
ſummer, Lord Byron with three of his majeſty's July g. 
ſhips deſtroyed a ſettlement of French, where 
none had ever been ſuſpected, in the Bay de Chaleurs. 
There he alſo took three frigates ; and about 20 fail of veſ- 
ſels which contained a reinforcement of troops and military 
ſtores for the relief of Montreal; but when they had re- 
ceived intelligence that Lord Colville's fleet had got into 
the river before them, and of courſe entirely commanded 
it, they diſembarked in this place to attempt, if poſſible, a 
way to their principal army by land. But they were diſco- 
vered; the whole armament was taken; and the whole de- 
ſign diſconcerted. | 

Before we take our leave of the American affairs of this 
year, we ought to make ſome mention of a war with the 
ſavage Indians, which broke out on the back ſettlements of 
our ſouthern colonies. The Cherokees, one of the moſt 
numerous and powerful nations of theſe barbarians, had in 
the beginning, and during the greatelt part of the progreſs 
of the war, appeared to be heartily engaged! in our intereſts; 
at their deſire a fort had been built in, their country called 
Fort Loudon, from the then commander in chief of the 


Britiſh 
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Britiſh forces in America, Some parties of them had ap- 
peared in our favour on the laſt expedition againſt Fort du 
Queſne. But it is thought that on that occaſion they re- 
ceived ſome inſults, and had been treated in general with a 
neglect which made the deepeſt impreſſion on the minds ot 
ſo vindictive a people. Theſe diſcontents were fomented 
by the French, who hoped to cauſe a diverſion of a part of 
our forces in this quarter. At length they commenced ho- 
tilities in their uſual manner, by cruel ravages and murders 
on the frontier of their neighbouring Provinces. And there 
was very great reafon to apprehend that the ſame artifices 
of the enemy, and the ſame opinion of ill uſage, would 
draw the neighbouring and powertul nation of the Creeks 
into the like meatures. 

Mr. Lyttleton, who was then governor of Carolina, 

having in vain endeavoured to paciſy them, took 

Oct. the reſolution of marching with all-the force, re- 

1759. gular and provincial, which he could raiſe, into 

the Cherokee country. This army in all did not 
excced 1100 men, but it was conducted with ſuch i#pirit 
and diſpatch by Governor Lyttleton, that in a very ſhort 
time, he marched 309 miles through a vaſt deſert "which 
lies between the Indian caſtle of Kecowee and Charles 
town. He vas advanced into their country before they had 
made preparations to receive him. They ſaw their towns 
in caſe of . on the point of being delivered to fire 
and ſword. They therefore deſired a conference, in which 
they acknowledged themſclves to blame; and conſented to 

ſuch a treaty of peace as the governor was pleaſed 
Dec. 26. to dictate. They gave up the perſons guilty of 

the molt flagrant murders, and put into his kands 
twenty-two hoſtages, as a ſecurity for their adherence to 
the treaty. 

The governor had all imaginable rcaſon to be ſatisfied 
with the effect his expedition had proc. need ; and having 
as every body believed effectually chaſtiſed the former inſo- 
lence of the enemy, and ſecured the future tranquillity of 
the ſouthern provinces, he returned to Charles-town. But 
theſe perfidious barbarians, equally regardleſs os tneir faith, 
and of the ſafety of their countrymen, whoſe lives were 
piedged for their fidelity, broke out as ſoon as the army 
was removed, into their former ravages; blocked up Fort 
Loudon, which ſtands in the middle of their country, and 

made 
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made ſome attempts on Fort I'dward, which lies nearer to 
the ſettlements. Their total want of ſkill in carrying on 
ſieges prevented them from any hope of maſtering theſe 
places, otherwiſe than by treachery or famine. They fail- 
ed in the firit inſtance ; and the laſt required time. 

The imminent danger of two Ungliſh garrifons, and that 
whole tract of our coloni es, being made known to General 
Amherſt, he detached Colonel Montgome ry to their aſſiſt- 
ance, with a regiment of Highlanders, a battalion of the 
Royal Americans, a body of grenadiers, and the provincial 
troops. He marched into the enemies country. Ile mado 
war upon the Indians after their own manner. No other 
would have been effeQual. He burned Ffatoe the capi al 
of the Lower Cherokees, conſiſting of 200 houſes, an Indian 
town of the very firſt magnitude; and then proceeded to 
the ſame execution on all the towns and villages of that di- 
ſtrict of the Cherokecs, which were numerous, populous, 
and wealthy. The inhabitants generally Ned on the ap- 
proach of our troops; ſome however were burned in their 
houſes, and fome women and children were made priſon- 
ers. 

This univerſal deſtruQtion of the lower ſettlements being 
compleated, Col. Montgomery paſſed on to the 
middle Cherokees : but as army marched June 27 
through a dangerous ground, favourable to the 
Indian method of hg] iting, they were ſuddenly attacked 
upon all ſides by this lavage wen, with the greatelt tury, 
and with the uſual hot r ible creams and outcries, The 
troops were io well diipoted v aich a vic of this kind of war, 
that they flood tne 5 8 ge With firmneſs ; they were not 
intimidated with the cox "cred fire, or the fcreai 118 of the ſa- 
vages. The fight was long and well maintained on both 
ſides. But at length the Indians fed. A neighbouring 
town (one of the moſt conſiderable) was entered that night. 
lie enemy ma. le fone attempt to moleſt chem; but to lit- 
tle purpofe. The Engliſh loft in this action 20 killed, and 

bout 80 wounded. The Chergykees ny near 40 killed. 

The number of the wounded is not known. 

Though Col. Montgomery was 8 this occaſt- 
on; yet it wa: nope ary to retreat en account of his wound- 
ed, for whom he had no place of ſafetv. For if he ſhoutd 
attempt to OE ne had to apprchend frequent ſhite 
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ther with the difficulty of his march, would be hourly in- 
creaſed. This retreat was certainly neceſſary. But when 
Col. Montgomery had arrived at Fort St. George, he dif. 
covered part of his orders, which threw the whole countr 
into conſternation ; which was, that when he had chaſtiſed 
the enemy, he was to return to New-York with the troops 
under his command, and rejoin the grand army. Theſe 
orders without delay he obeyed ; not however with ſuch 
rigour, but that the earneſt entreaties of the province pre- 
vailed on him to leave about four hundred men for their 
protection. 

Carolina and the neighbouring colonies were again expoſed 
to the fury of a ſavage enemy, not ſo much weakened as 
exaſperated by their late ſufferings ; the fate of the garriſon 
of Fort Loudon was but too certain. For ſeveral months 
they had ſuffered a cloſe blockade ; at length ſeeing no 

hope of reliet their proviſions being totally con- 
Aug. 7. ſumed and the enemy ſhewing ſome pacific diſ- 

poſitions, they were induced to ſurrender upon 
honourable conditions. 

But the enemy, equally regardleſs of faith and humani- 
ty, fell upon them in their march, butchered all the offi- 
cers but-one, killed ſeveral of the private ſoldiers, and car- 
ried the reſt into an horrible captivity. Theſe outrages on 
the ſouthern colonies threw ſome damp on the joy which 
was felt over the Engliſh America, on the entire conqueſt 
of Canada. | 

In Europe the fortune of the campaign was nearly bal- 
lanced. In America, except this inconſiderable ſavage war, 
it was entirely triumphant. In the Faſt-Indies alſo we 
gained glory and new advantages. After the raiſing the 

ſiege of Fort St. George, in February 1759, the 

April16, Engliſh army took the field under Major Brere- 
1759. ton, and poſſeſſed themſelves of the important 
town and fort of Conjiveram. About the ſame 

time the city of Maſulipatam was ſtormed and taken by 
Major Ford. By theſe ſtrokes the French trade on the coafl 
of Coromandel was confined to Pondicherry and a few in- 
conſiderable places. And the traffick of the whole ſhore for 
an extent of 800 miles of a populous and manufacturing 
country, was entirely in the hands of the Engliſh company. 
This coaſt joins to the rich province of Bengal; out of 
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which alſo the French were entirely driven by the heroic 
actions of Col. Clive. 

I'ncouraged by theſe ſucceſſes, a body of about 1200 
men, I ,uropcans and Seapoys, under the command of Ma- 
jor Brereton, advanced furt! her, and attempted to diſlodge 
an army of French and their confederate Indians, encamp— 
ed under the cannon of a fort of that country con- 
ſtruction. Ihe acquiſition of that place had been 
a valuable advantage. But here our army was Sept. 
obliged to retire, with a loſs of between 3 and 
400 killed and wounded. 

Gen. Lally animated with this and ſome ſhighter advanta- 
ges, threatened the ſiege of Tric henopoly „and the French 
affairs ſeemed again to revive. But it was only a momenta- 
ry gleam. To check his progreis, Col. Cunte at the head 
ol the greateſt body he could draw together on that coaſt, 
inveſted Wandev zaſh, took the pl. ce in three days, 
and made the garriſon prifoncrs of war. rum Nov. 30 
thence he paſſed with rapidity to Carongoly; the 
ſiege of which town he preiled with ſuch dt ie ence, that in 
tour days from the opening his batteries, he obli- De 
ged the garriſon to march out. LE 

This progreſs alarmed Gen. Lally ; he called large de- 
tachments in from every fide ; and knowing the importance 
of Wandewaſh, made all his efforts to recover it. He 
e forward the ſiege with the utmoſt vigour; hoping to 
take the town before Col. Coote could arrive to 1ts relief. 
But the Colonel marched with equal diligencèe and 
arrived about the time when the French had July 22, 
made a praQicable breach. His army conſiſted 
of 1700 Europeans, and about 3000 black troops. Tally's 
amounted to 2200 Europeans, and between 9 and 10,000 
blacks. The engagement was long and obſtinate ; but at 
length, the French gave way. It was a total rout ; they 
abandoned their camp, their cannon, and all the imple— 
ments of the ſiege, They left 1000 killed and wounded on 
the field of battle. Among the priſoners were Brig. Gen. 
Buſſy z the Chevalier Godeville, quarter-maſter_ general; 
Lieut. Col. Murphy, and eleven inferior officers, 0 he 
were all wounded. Lally fled with his broken troops in 
deſpair to Pondicherry. 

Of the Engliſh in this action near 200 were killed and 
wounded ; in particular the death of the gallant Major Bre- 

. reton 
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reton was much regretted. Of the blacks about 70 were 
wounded and lain. 

Fxcept the battle of Paiſſy, followed by the revolution 
in Bengal, this action was the moſt conſiderable in its con- 
ſequences, ol any in which our troops had ever been enga- 
ved | in India. This w @ tought in pet againſt Huropcan 
troops headed by an able General. The difpoſitions for the 
battle, a and the conduct of Col. Coote in the engagement, 

jerit every honour. 

This victory was purſued with a ſpirit equal to that | * 
which it was won. Chittiput was rake n in a ſe days atte! 
and the army allowing itſelf no re po! le, marched d rect 
from thence to Arcot, the capital ot this immenſe Province. 
The ſiege was opened on the 5th of February, and the fort 
jurreadercd on tne 10th ; near 300 Europeans were made 
priſoners of war (eg. 


(e) Colonel Eyre Cootes Letter 1 Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated, Arco: 
Village, 13th of February, 170. 

1 
Have the honour to acquaint you of the ſituation of out affairs 
on the coaſt of Coromandel ſince my arrival, and of our happy 
lucceſſes. Soon after I arrived, the governot a and council of Ma- 
dras being informed, that Gen. Laily had ſent a detachment of 
his army to the fouthward, and that that party had taken Sy7#n- 
ham, and threatned Trichenspoly with a liege, 1 it was thought ad- 
vil ſeable, that I ſhould take the field with the ariny, and by that 
means endeavour to draw the enemy from the ſouthward. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 25th of Mowers r, 1759, I took the held, and, 
on the 27th, inveſted Pondivaſy, and erected batteries; and 


having _ a breach by the zoth, took the place and made the 


garriſon (which conſiſted of live ſubaltern officers, 63 private 
men, and 800 ſeapoys,) priſoners of war: There were in the 
garriſon 49 pieces of cannon, and a great quantity of ammunition. 
December the zd, I inveſted Carangoly. On the 6th, I opened a 


two gun battery, and on the 7th another, and began to carry on 


the approaches. On the 1 0th, being near the creſt of the Glacis, 


and having diſmounted all their guns but four, Col. O' n 
who commanded, ſent out a flag of truce, and, on the account 
of his gallant defence, I granted him the following terms: That 
the Err opeans ſhould have leave to march out with their arms, 
two rounds per man, drums beating, and fix days proviſions : 
The Seapoys to be difarmed, and turned about their buſineſs. 


The 
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At ſea Admiral Pocock ſeconded the « -: Ninary efforts 
of Col. Coote with his own rfnal Kill at: e- 
pidity. Again he engaged the flect of Monteur Sept. 4, 
d' Ache, a bravo cominander, who has u. ſome 1759. 
1 Brie ; 
degree {up PUILCU he declining * PULAtION Ot the 


French 
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Ihe garriton conſiſted of 00 Europeans, (ofticers included) 500 
Seapoys, and nine guns. Having intelligence that Erig. Gen. 5% 5 
was arrived at Arce 2t irom the north. Wark l, with 300 Eurepedns, 
and a large black army, and that the army, which lay at Chitiiput, 
was to join him, and that the force from the ſouthward were on 
their march towards Arcot, I therefore thought it adviſeable to 
crols the Pa!la, and enca 2 0 the army opnpolite the Arcut, having 
the Palla between us. These thoufun.. tt hopie about tins 
time joined the enemy, which put mi 0 the greatett diſtreſs tor 
want of proviſions, as then plundered all the country, On tne 
27th, Lieut Gen. La//y arirved at Arco, and took the command 
{anuary the Gth, the enemy were all in motion. Gn tre Loh, 
Cen. Lally marched with: 1 his ary towards Hondivue , and I 
moved with our army along the bank cf the river, in order to ob- 
ſerve their motions, and cover our own country. On the 12th, 
| received 4 letter from the commanding oth er at Conje verum, 
that 500 of the enemy's Europeans, and a large body of horſe, had 
entered the town: and that the reſt of their army lay at Fangs- 
lum, three miles diſtance from 1t : J therefore put the arm in 
motion, and endeavoured, by a forced march, to fave that place, 
which was very we eak (but of Confequence to us) and happily ar- 
rived there the 13th before day-ligaht. Ihe enemy Guitted the 
place, their army moved towards Hon livaſh. The i 5th | crofled 
the Palla with all the army, and on the 175th arrived at Outrema- 
our, about fourteen miles ee Wandivayh, which I. AE ce found 
M. Lally had inveſted, and begun to raife batteries. The 21ſt, I 
went with all the cavalry to reconnGitie, living received a letter 
from the commanding officer of the garriton, that u breach was 
made; I therefore determined to engage the enemy the next 
morning. Accordingly, J ſent orders ba ck to the army to join 
me at {rimboraurh, nine miles from Jondivaſh, where I had ta- 
ken poit with the cavalry. On the 22d, = army marched, at 
ix 6'clo-k in the morning, eto the orders i had given 
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out the day before foi chat purpole. About 7 o'clock, our ad- 
vanced guard of horſe, and that of the enemy, began to fire at. 
each other; upon which I ordered Captain Baron de Haſſerot, who 
commanded the cavalry, to form them in erder of battle; he 
was ſupported by five companies of Scapoys ; and, at the fane 
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French marine; but though ſuperior in the number of his 
ſhips, and more than in that proportion ſuperior in guns and 
men, he was obliged aſter upwards of two hours ſevere and 

bloody 


time, I ordered up two pieces of cannon, and advancing myſelf 
with two companie s of Seapoys, obliged the enemy to retire to 
their main bodv of horſe. which confiſted of 209 J opens, and 
3000 f brattas, on their left. Upon the Whole of our cavalry 
advancing, that of the enemy retired in pretty good order, til! 
our cannon began to play, which was extremely We ſerved, and 
obliged them to retire prec \pitately. | then ordered the major 
of brigade to the army, which was about three quarters of a mile 
in the rear, with orders for them to form the line of battle, but 
not to advance till I had jo:ned them. Soon alter, having tak en 
poſleſſion of a tank, which the enemy's cavalry had occupied, | 
returned to the line, which by that time wa s formed acc ording to 
my orders. After reviewing the whole, and finding the men in 
great ſpicit, and cager to engage, | ordered the army to move 
torward. 

About nine o'clock we arrived at the poſt we had driven the 
enemy from, which was about two miles from their camp, and 
halted in their view, near half an hour; during which time, I 
went very near to them, and reconnoitred their ſituation. Upon 
tinting they were ſtrongly poſted, and our flanks expoled to the 
enemy s Cayalrv, viuch was vail 'y ſuperior to ours, I ordered 
the army to march by the right, in order to gain the advantage of 


a hill three miles from us, and about two wiles from I ondiwufl- 
fort ; and the horſe, which was then in the front, to wheel to the 
right and left, and Nele b hind the ſecond line, in order to make 
the rcar-guard, and cover the baggege. By this motion, I c9- 
vered my right fiank with the! ill, and had ſome Villages in my 
rear, . | the n ordered the bagoage to. This obliged the 
enemy to alter their difpoſitien. During all this time we carnona 
ded each other, and ſeirmiſhed with their advanced poſts, and 
Moraita | norte: 4 He latter diiappeared about 11 o'clock. | he 
enemy, alter mahing their ſecond Ailpofrion moved towards us 


about the diſtance of three-quarters of © mile, under cover of a 
bank. The cannonadling then beg: 1 to be ſtnart on both fires ; 
and upon ſceing the enemy coming brift iy up, 1 ordercd the army 
to march forward. At 12 chock the enemy's European Cavalry 
puſhed with a great den] of refolution, in order to force our left, 
and come round upon our rear. Iwmediatelv I ordered up foie 
companies of Seapyys, and two pieces of cannon, which were to 
ſuſtain our cavalry, who had been ordered to oppoſe them. Up— 

on 
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bloody conflict to give way before Admiral Pocock, and to 
_ ſhelter under the forts of Pondicherry. During this 
gagement eight of the Engliſh ſhips ſtood the fire of the 
whole 


on the cannon and Seapoys flanking them, they broke. "The ca- 
valry then had orders to charge, who drove them a mile from our 
left, 8 the rear of their own army. We continued all this 
while advancing towards each other, the enemy's flank being ve— 
ry well cov ered by a tank. It was one © 'clock when we arrived 


within reach of mutquet ry, when a ſhot from us ſtriking one of 


their tumbrils, it blew up. I then immediately ordered Maſor 
Brereton to wheel Col. Draper's regiment to the leſt, and charge 
their left flank, which was executed with great order, and n; uch 
honour to that corps. Seeing that regiment Jikely to ſuſfer from a 
body of black rro00Ps, toget ther th t! 1E1T marines, WO Were un- 
der cover, and fired very briſbly upon them; and, at the fame 
time, finding they had reinforced their left ich al piquet from 
Lally's regiment, 1 orccred ihe grena dier c ompany of Drapcir's 
which was on the right of the ſecond line, to fu port their own 
regiment; and having likewiſe two pieces of cannon playing upon 
the enemy's flank, compleated the rout of that wing, who aban- 
doned their cannon, and) fell upon their own center, which was 
by this time, together with their right, cloſely engaged with oun 
left. I then ordered up Major Mon/91 „, with the keit of the ſe- 
cond line, and placed him {o as to be able to ſupport any part ol 
our line, at the {ame time flanking the enemy. bout two o'cloch 
their whole army gave way, and ran tower their own camp; but 
ſind ing We pur fucd th em, quitte '* i, and }cjitus intire maſters of 
the 6 eld: together with all their cannon, except three final! pieces, 
Which they carried off. Ihe number of cannon taken is as follows: 
One 32, one 24, three 20, two 18, one 14, tu 
pounders, iron. Phree 6. four 4. 0E 35 2nd two pound 
era, braſs.” In all 22 pieces. Round ſnot 3204. Grape 
110, befi Ws ; tumbrils, and all other iniplemen's memes be to the 
train. Ihe pii:oners we have taken are Brig 3 105 „%, te che- 
valier Godeville „quarter-maſter general. Of Laliy's regiment, 
I.reut. Col. Mir phos, tv no Captains, tv e nets. Of thy 
Lorrain regiment, one Captain, one Lieutenant, Of the Indian 
battalions, tuo Licentenants, two Enftens, Of the Marines, le 

evatier de Pecie, knight of 1 Ji, viho is ſince dead of his 
wounds, All the above gentlemen were wonmded, but XI. N.. 
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whole French ficet, which conſiſted of 16 fail. The ups 
were greatly ſhattered ; 560 of our {quadron were killed 
and wounded ; and on the ide of the French the lofs was 


N01 


wounded. Our lofs is as ſotlows: Of col. Draper's tregiment, 
enizn Collins killed, and 17 private men. Wounded, major 
Breretoit, and _ ren (ſince dead of their wounds) capr. 
Knuttal, enſig ; Haſfpenny, Wen and Jlorier, and 66 pri- 
vate. Of my regiment, killed, enſign art, and 13 private 
WW ounded, lieuts. VFraſor and 17 1, nf, Zn He: Yon, and 36 pri are 
he honourable company's troops, cilled, enſign Evans, and 18 
private. Wounded, cornet Kuh, and 29 private. An 19Ng Our 
lack troops, about 70 filled and wounded. The enemy's army, 
commanded by Lieut. f:en. Lolly, conſiſted of 2200 Europeans, 
including artillery and cava ty; zoo conenes, and between g and 
10,000 black tr. Gps, 1wenty pieces of cannon in the feld, and 
five in their batteries againſt the fort, where they blew up a large 
magazine ho] powder upon their retreat. Our army amounted 0 
1700 Europeans, including artillery and c ys 3500 black 
troops j 4 pieces of cannon, and one howir The enemy col- 
lected themielves under the walls of Chittipur, about 15 miles 
from the held of battle, and the next day marched to Gingey. 
Our cavalry being greatly fatigued, put it out of my power to 
purſue the enemy as far as I could have wiſhed. Durins the 
whole engagement, and ever ſince J have had the honour of com- 
manding the army, the ofhcers and men have ſhewn the greatei! 
{pirit; nor can | fiv too much tor the behaviour of the 
tillerv. 

The next day, I ſent out © detachment of cavalry, to hara's 
the enemy. Famary 26. Finding that Gen. Lally had retire 
with his broken troops to Pondicherry, I ſent capt. de Vaſſergt, 
with 1000 horſe, and 300 Seaprys, towards Pondicherry, to de 
ſt roy the French country, and marched the army to beſiege Chirii- 
put ; and on the 25th at night, erected a two-gun battery, and 
got in one 24 and one 20 pounder, and plaved upon them from an 
8-inch howitz. TI he next day, aſter making a breach, Le Che- 
valier de Tilly, with his garriſon ſurrendered p. LOncrs of War. 
The garriſon conſiſted of four oihcers, 54 private, and 300 Gg. 
pays, with 73 Europeans wounded in the hoſpital. I found in the 
fort 9 guns, and a good quantity of ammunition. Having inte!i;- 
Fence of a party of tne enemy going from Arent to Gingey, I ſent 
capt. Smith with a detachment to Intercept them. On the zoth, 
marched the army towards Arcot, the capital of the province, in or 
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not lefs than 1000. Admiral Pocock immediately got him- 
ſeit again in a fighiting condition, and braved the French 
fleet before Pondicherry, who lay under their cannon, and 
refuſed a new engagernent: 

It has been obſerved that hiſtory can hardly produce an 

nſtance of Ok quadrons ligluing three pitched battles, u 
der the {fame com nanders, in 18 months, Without he * 
of a ſhip on either fide. Alter this engagement Adn 


10 


at 


mu 

Corniſh arrived on the coaſt of Coromandel and joined po- 
cock, by which we attained ſo decided a ſuperiority in 
ſtrength, as we had before in courage and ability, that the 
rene 5 no longer appeared in thoſe ſeas. Moſt of their 
ſiips went off, as it was thought, to Nlauritius. Then the 
French affairs went rapidly to ruin. On the 5th of April 
the important fortress 0: Caracal ſurrendered tothe ſca and 
land forces under Admiral Corniſh and Major Nonkton, 
By the taking of hi and two other places of lefler conſi- 
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der to beſiege it. This day capt. Smith joined me, having taken the 
party | had ſent him aſter, whic h conſiſted of ro Europeans, 30 
Seapoys, and two braſs 5 Le ; and foon after he took a 
captain of the Lerruin regiment, and three French comnut- 
{aries. 

On the 1ſt of February, I ſet out from the army for Acer, 
leaving orders with major Monſau to throw a few ſhells into Tz: 
niery, and to ſummon the garriſon. February 2, The army 
marched and encamped within two miles of Major Aon 
reported to me this day, that the garrifon of Tune had ſurren- 
dered priſoners of war. There were 1n it, 

20 Kirgpeans, and 60 Searoys. February 5. 
againſt the fort of 4rcot, viz, One of five 


—— 


HI 


[1% guns, one ferjeant, 
lo 8 the ba [tories 


| S-pounders, and ano— 
ther o! two 18 and one 24 pounders. On tae Eik began to car— 


ry on approaches to the louth weit and welt towers ot the fort; 


and having by the 10th, got within 60 yards ot the creit 
of the glacis, the garriton Hurrendered priſoacrs of. War. It 
conſiſted of three captains, eight tubaiterns, 236 private, and be— 


tween 2 and 300 Seapoys. There were & it, four mortars, 


pieces of Cannon, and a great quantit of all kinds 
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of military 

tores. We had, during the fi lie ge. e non-commillioned and 
orivate; EI thed 5 8g enſign Mac : uh n, Wig 2C! 
and 16 wounded. 
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port of Pondicherry ; which was when theſe accounts came 
away, cloſely blocked up by land and ſea. The ſtrongeſt 
hopes arc conceived that this capital of the French India 
power and commerce will ſhortly be brought into our poſ- 
ſeſſion; and with thele plealing hopes we conclude the hit- 
tory of the war of 1760. 
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For the YEAR 1761. 
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Preliminary remarks. Treaty propoſed and entered into by 
the belligerent powers. Mr. Stanley ſent to Paris, and 
Mr. Buſſy te London. French machinations in Spain. 
Difficulties in the negstiation. Deſign of the campaign in 
Heſſe, and of the expedition ts Belleiſſe. 


F'TER a general war of five years, carried on with 
the greateſt effuſion of blood, and the moſt ex- 


traordinary expente ever known to attend a war of 
that continuance, it was hoped that, if the animoſity of the 
belligerent powers was not abated, at leaſt a great part of 
the fuel of diſcord had been conſumed ; and that the time 
was arrived for giving peace to Furope. Some propoſitions 
for that purpoſe had been made in the cloſe of the year 
1759. Thoſe, who rather wiſhed for peace, than very 

RY atten- 
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attentively conſidered the probability of efleQting it, ſeem- 
ed to think it might then have been expected. But whilſt 
the public was flattered with theſe hopes, the ſituation of 
affairs would not ſuffer us to believe that they had any ſolid 
foundation. We acccrdingly ventured to point out the dit- 
ficulties which then obſtructed any ſcheme for peace “. 
And as theſe dithculties were ſuch, as did not attend that 
particular conjuncture only, but muſt ſubſiſt as long as the 
fortune of war continued in the ſame train, we were from 
the beginning apprehenſive that the new negotiation which 
we have ſince ſeen opened, and for ſome time carried on 
with ſuch pleaſing appearances, might in the iſſue be at- 
tended with no better ſucceſs. 

There are indeed but two fituations in which peace can 
be very rationally expected. The firſt ſituation is that ot 
equality; and this is, either where nothing is gained on an; 
ſide ; fo that when ever mutual wearineſs, and unprofita- 
ble hoſtilities have calmed the ardor of the warring powers, 
no intricate points intervene to fruſtrate the firſt pacific 
diſpoſition ; or it may be where the loſſes are ſo equal, that 
exchanges may caſily be made, or the parties may reſt mu- 
tually ſatisfied with their advantage over each other. 

The ſecond ſituation is that of xece//ty ; where one of 
the parties is ſo entirely broken and reduced, as to ſubmit 
to receive conditions on the footing of conqueſt, and to 
purchaſe repoſe by humiliating and enfcebling conceſſions. 
A peace upon this latter baſis 1s always the grand popular 
object. In every war we flatter ourſelves with the hope ot 
it, againſt an experience almoſt uniform. In faQ, it is to 
the laſt degree difficult to reduce any of the great powers of 
Europe to this diſgraceful neceſſity. © For to Teduce any one 
of them to this ſtate of ſubmiſſion, you muſt, in a manner, 
reduce all of them to it. The war, if it continues, draws 
ſtate after ſtate into its vortex, until all Europe is involved. 
A fort of bailance is then produced, and the peace of con- 
queſt becomes impracticable. 

It would prove of the utmoſt moment to the tranquillity 
of mankind that this point was ſufficiently regarded, and 
that they would willingly adopt that ſyſtem of equality, to 
which ſooner or later, with more or tewer ſtruggles, the 
are ſo often compelled to ſubmit. When, ſeldom, a treaty 
FO 
* See Hiſtory of the War 1760, Chap I. p. 249. 
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is concluded on other terms, as the King of Pruſſia has 
found by ſevere experience, and as we obſerved on a form- 
er occaſion, is only a ſhort ceſſation, and not a perfect 
peace. But it muſt be acknowledged that this ſituation, 
the moſt coincident with their true intereſt, is at the ſame 
time the moſt contradictory to the paſſions and prejudices 
of nations. It appears hard to loſe upon every ſide every 
object of the war. A peace on this foundation will-be cen- 
ſured, but it is the beſt, on the ſame principle that the 
ſhorteſt follies are the beſt ; ; and that no injured pride is 
left to brood over a future war. Contrary to the opinion 
of the warm patriots on all ſides, we therefore 1magined 
that the year ſeventeen hundred and fifty-eight, in the cloſe 
of the third campaign, was the happy moment for negoc!a- 
tion. At this time, however, no propoſitions had been 
made. The propoſitions of ſeventeen hundred and fifty- 
nine were but ſlightly regarded, and obvioufly could end in 
nothing. But in the beginning of the year, of which we 
are now going to treat, the ſcene of ne gotiation was opened 
with far greater ſolemnity and parade; and as it was car- 
ried on with great diligence, it neceſſarily makes a principal 
part of the hiſtory of this year. It is indeed ſomewhat for- 
tunate both for the writers and the readers of theſe events 
that this treaty has intervened. The narrative otherwiſe 
had proved extremely barren and unentertaining. For 
though the animoſity of the belligerent powers was not, 48 
we obſerved, abated, their efforts, however, had conſide- 
rably lackened, and their operations began gradually to de- 
generate into the Petiteguerre. Thote vaſt events that 
aſtoniſh the mind, or hol it in a pleaſing ſuſpence; thoſe 
important battles and ſieges; thoſe rapid and well-conduct- 
cd marches, and thoſe lively enterprizes w hich diſtinguiſh 
the former years, except in 2 very few inſtances, ſearce 
make any part of the hiſtory beſore us. But though the 
operations of the field had fallen into a ſtate of languor, 
the cabinet became full of buſineſe, and negotiation flou- 
riſhed. In this ſituation candour obliges us to acquaint our 
readers that we are ſtill more liable to miſtakes, than when 
we attempt to deſcribe the tranſactions of the campaign. 
it very frequently happens, that the accounts of the military 
operations come authenticated from the hands of thofe great 
generals who have conducted them, and when we have al- 
lowed for the partiality of the account, there is nothing to 
1 be 
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detracted from them for want of ſufficient information. 

Even in the caſe of partiality, we are often able to correct 
the miſrepreſentation or over-charge of one of the parties 
by that of the other. Theſe things are done in the eye of 
the world But the motives either to peace or war, and 
the ſteps taken in a negotiation, are all behind the curtain. 

They do not appcar for a long time, and ſometimes they 
Never appear corapleteiy. There is however, an advantage 
in the preſent conjuncture. For one of the powers at war, 
in order to juſtily to its ſubjeAs and to the world, its part 
in the continvance of a war ſo fatal to both, has publiſhed 
an account of the late negotiation ; artful indeed, and pro- 
bably in ſome reſpects unfair; but containing at the ſame 
time mary valuable and illuſtrating pieces, the authenticity 
cf which is not diſputed. The point in ſuch caſes to be 
dreaded is not the publication of falſe pieces, but the con- 
cealment of ſeveral that are real and important. -I he 
public information 1s probably rather incompleat, than un- 
true. We wait with impatience for that full and authen- 
tic narre tive of ſo important a negotiation, which undouht- 
edly our court propoſes to publiſh. We have delayed the 
ſetting out our work the longer, in hopes of its appearance, 
by which we might have been able to perfect and correct 
our account of this tranſadion. The account of the Spa- 
niſh negotiation has appeared late, but we have not failed 
to make uſe of it. At preſ-nt we engage in our work, un- 
der thoſe difficulties, whic!: it is juſt the reader ſhould 
know and allow for. In u ſucceeding year we ſhall 
take care to profit of whatever further lights may be im- 
parted. 

Very early in this year 1761, he courts of Peterſburgh, 
Vienna, France, Sweden and Pol: ad, agreed ſeverally and 
jointly to offer propoſals towards reewing that negotiation 
tor peace, which had abruptiy beer: broken off in the cloſe 
of the year 1759. France was the 7rincipal and firſt mo- 
ver; for as it was her ambition whic': had made the war 
ſo general, and er revenue which in + great meaſure ſup- 
ported it; the former being now h. nbled by a ſeries of 
un; fortunate events, and the latter reduced by "moſt enor- 
mous expences, ſhe began at length 10 relent, and appa- 
rently to defire peace in earneſt. "The other members of 
the grand alliance could not decently. nor ſafely oppole 
theſe diſpoſitions of France. The court of Sweden in par- 

ticular 
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ticular was given to underſtand, that the exhauſted condi- 
tion of France was the true motive of her moderation ; 
that in fact, ſhe was not able any longer to furnith the ſtipu- 
lated ſubſidies, nor to adhere to the letter of her engage 
ments with her allies. Theſe circumſtances, which the 
was neither able, nor ſeemed diſpoſed to conceal, formed 
the ſureſt guaranty of her ſincerity. 

The five parties to the war on that fide, made as many 
declarations, which were ſigned at Paris on the 25th of 
March, and delivered at London on the 31ſt of the fame 
month. The counter declaration of Great Britain and 
Pruſſia appeared on the 3d of April. Avugſhurg, as the ſitu— 
ation moſt commodious tor the powers at war, was appoint- 
ed for the congrels. 

Lord F gre mont, Lord Stormont ambaſſador in Poland, 
and gen cral Yorke our ambaſſador in Holland, were nomi- 
nated as the F ngliſh plenipotentiaries. On the part of 
France, the count de Choiteul was appointed. Augthurg 
now became the centre of atten tion to all Europe, and cach 
court prep )ared every thing towards this important mee ting 
which it could furniſh of ſplendor lor the diſplay of its dig- 
nity, and of ability for the ſupport of its intereſt. "The 
public converſation was for 2 = le diverted from ſcenes of 
horror, bloodſhed, and Page and every mind was em- 
ployed more agrecably on the public ſcene of magnificence, 
and the private game of policy, which was to enſue. 

In the firſt place, it was unanunoutly Agrecd, ; in order 
that a negotiation, in itſelf ſufficiently intricate, hond be 
the leſs embarraſſed, to admit to the treaty none but th 
parties principally concerned, together with their allics. 

Although this excluſion of the neutral interehs tended 
greatly to diſembarrefs and implity the negotiation Ley 
ſuch was the varicty ol ſeparate and independent matters, 
which {till remained to be di {culicd, that it became adviſes 
able to make a further (ep aration, if they hoped to treat 
upon them with any tolerable caſe, or with any proſped of 
coming to a ſpeedy deciſion. 

For this purpoſe it was neceſſary to bring b wa the mo- 
tives to the war to their firſt principies; and to diſengage 
thoſe ſeveral intereſts which originally, and in their own 
nature had no connection, from that maſs. in which mutu- 
al injuries and 2 common animoſity. had blended and con- 
founded them. This propoſition came firſt from France, 
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and it was an carly and happy omen of her inclination to 
peace. 

The war, which was truly and originally German, evi- 
dently had but a ſingle, though this a very difficult object, 
to determine the fate of the King of Pruſſia. So many 
powers were concerned in this determination, and their 
views of aggrandiſement, indemnification, and revenge, ſo 
various and difficult to be reconciled, that this alone ſeem- 
ed matter enough for a ſeparate and very arduous negotia- 
tion. In effect all the powers of the north were concerned 
in it. For this reaſon, the other great object of the gene- 

ral war, the limits of America, which by that ſtrange chain 
of hoſtile connections, which even umtes the various inde- 
pendent quarrels and enmitics of Furope, had been mixed 
with the Geriran diſputes, was again ſet upon its proper 
and pecul:ar baſis; and whillt the truly German intereſts 
were handled at Augſburg, it was propoſed to treat on this 
head ſeparately in London ard in Paris. For this purpoſe, 
miniſters were mutually {cnt from thoſe courts; Mr. Stan— 
ley on the part of England; and Mr, Bufſy on that of 
France. 

'Fhis propoſition was alſo exceedingly prudent ; for there 
is no doubt that if theſe potentates could ſettle their claims 
to their mutual ſatisfaction, and ſhould carry to Augſburg 
the fame candour and good faith, and the fame ſincere de- 
fire of peace, their influence muſt neceſſarily tend to infpire 
principles of moderation into the reſt, and muſt contribute 
largely to accelcrate the great work of pacification. 

Things were thus ſet upon the beſt tooting poſſible, and 
the nego' tation ſeemed to be in the happieſt train that could 
be wiſhed. But unfortunately the plan and diſpoſition ot 
the treaty were much more eaſily adjuſted, than the matter 
and the ſubſtance. It was very obvious, that France if the 
was willing even to pretend to a defire of peace, could ſcarce 
avoid making conceiſions, which to her were ſufficiently 
mortilying, "The moment her proper quarrel came to be 
ſeparated from the general cauſe, ſhe had every diſadvan- 
tage in the negotiation, becauſe ſhe had ſuffered every diſ- 
alter in the war. On the fide of Germany indeed ſhe had 
acted with ſucceſs ; but even there the advantages ſhe had 
acquired were ſtill precarious, as the chance of war was ſtil 
open: no propoſition for a ceſſation of arms having been 
admitted. As ſhe knew therefore, that great ſacrifices 
might 
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might be expected from her, ſhe did not ſo finally reſt her 
hopes upon the negotiation, as not to look out for another 
reſource ; and this rendered on her part the whole procced- 
ing leſs effective and leis ſincere. 

The reſource ſhe ſought was in Spain, who ſhe hoped 
could not look with indifference on the humiliation of the 
principal branch of the houſe of Bourbon. Hitherto in- 
deed the king ot Spain had obſerved a tolerable exact neu- 
trality in his conduct, and in his declarations had ſpared no 
expreſſions of good will and friendſhip to our court. He 
ſecined to be wholly intent on the internal ceconomy ot 
his dominions, on the improvement of their long negleccd 
police, on the advancement of their commerce, EY the re- 
gulation of the finances. But notwithſtanding theſe do— 
meſtic attentions, the French miniſtry did not deſpair of 
drawing his regards abroad. They thought that the offers 
which France in her preſent circumſtances would find her- 
ſelf obliged to make, muſt extremely alarm all good Spani- 
ards, who could not ſce without the moſt ſerious apprehen- 
ſions, the French power wholly annihilated in America. By this 
event, their colonies, though ſo much ſuperior to all others 
in pu ne and extent, muſt in a manner he at the mercy 
of Anga: no po er being in any fort able to afford them 
aſſiitance, or to hold the ballance between them and the 
power of Fngland. At this time indeed, the French court 
had not e {ucceeded in her deſigns at Madrid: but 
ſhe was in! hopes, that every 1.5 ſhe took in the treaty, 
and ever concefſion ſhe ſhould make, would Prove a freſh 
ince ue to che jealouſies and apprehenſtons of Spain. 
Thu, in effect ail the motions. which France ſcemingly 
made towards Peace i..rc in reality fo many ſteps tow ards 2 
new war; and whilſt at London ſhe breathed nothing bu 
mogerat ion, and the nmoſt carneſt deſire of putting a period to 
the calamities of Caropc, at Madrid ſhe was taking the moſt 
vigorous meaſures for ſpreading them further, and continu- 
ing them longer. 

On the ſide of England, though there was far more 
good faith in the public p- ocedure, there were alſo, it muſt 
be admitted, many. circuniſtances which co-operated to re- 
tard the pcace. he great and almoſt urparallelled fucce!. 
which attended our arms in this war, had raiſed a proporti- 
enable expectation, and inſpired very high thoughts into 
the minds of the people. They thought it unreatonable win 
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make almoſt any conceſſions to a nation whoſe ambition and 
violence they had always found to correſpond with its pb 
and whom they now conſidered as lying at their merc 
That this was the time for reducing France, which it we 
let paſs, we could never hope again to recover. In theſe 
ſentiments it muſt have fared ill with that adminiſtration, 
who ſheuld make a facrihce of any of thoſe objects on which 
the people had ſet their hearts. 

On the other hand 1t could not have eſcaped them, that 
the ſituation of affairs in Germany, however they might be 
artificially teparated | in the diſcuſſion, muſt neceſſarily have 

an influence on the final determination of the treaty. They 
law, that after a ſevere ſtruggle of five years, the affairs of 
our nearcſt allies were only not ruined. To ſay nothing of 
the condition of the King of Pruſſia, the whole country of 
Heſſe was in the actual poſſefſion of France; they likewiſe 
held the county of Hanau; and by their occupation of Got- 
tingen, the Hanoverian territory lay open to their arms. If 
this quarrel ſhould be conſidered as a cauſe not ſtrictly En- 
gliſh (though the French in their memorials contended it 
was), yet certainly the Heſſians, and principally the Hano- 
verians, were allies of ſo near a connection, and had done 
and ſuffered ſo much in the common cauſe, that it muſt 
have appeared ſhocking to all Europe, if ſolely attentive to 
our own peculiar advantages, we ſhould patch up a peace 
without any proviſion in their favour : and it was very evi- 
dent, that this proviſion could not be made in the ſituation 
in which the laſt campaign had left them, unleſs our govern- 
ment purchaſed it at a price that would be very grudgingly 
paid by the Engliſh ſubjects. 

The miniſtry, perplexed between the natural expectati- 
ons of their country, and the reaſonable expectations of their 
allies, muſt have found it not a little difficult to know what 
party they ought. to take. In order to reconcile, as much 
as poſſible, theſe contradictory deſires, the only ſolution 
which could be found was to puſh the war with the utmoſt 
vigour; and in the mean time not to hurry the negotiation ; 
in hopes that during its progreſs things might take ſuch a 
turn, as to enable them to purchaſe peace for their ailies 
out of the acquiſitions they ſhould have made after the com- 
mencement of the treaty, and without being obliged to have 
recourſe to their conque ſts, previous to that era. On this 
footing they propoſed to fatisfy the demands of the 1 1 

aith, 
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faith, and at the ſame time to preſerve the reputation which 
was 2 neceſſary to their affairs at home. Accordingly the 
duke of Brunſwick was to proſecute with the utmoſt vigour, 
the operations which he had begun in the depth of winter; 
and an expedition, the obic£ of which was then ſecret, w as 
prepared with equal diligence in England. 

In theſe equivocal diſpoſitions, and in this odd mixture of 
hoſtile and pacific meaſures, began the year 1761, a year 
more remarkable, perhaps, than any of thoſe we have hi- 
therto deſcribed, for events which will be radically deciſive 
of the future proſperity or miſery of Europe, but leſs, for 
thoſe matters by which the imagination of the reader 1s 
commonly affected. Having in this chapter laid down, as 
far as we can conjecture, the political motives tor the un- 
common effort which was made in Germany, in our next 
chapter we ſhall give an account of the military plan of this 
effort, the execution and the ſucceſs of it. 


n. 


Prince Ferdinand's plan. Allies enter ints Heſſe and Thu— 
ringia. French retire. Hereditary prince repulſed at 
Fritzlar. Fritzlar taken. Several magazines taken. 
Blockade of Marpurg and Ziegenbayn. Siege of Caſſel. 
Battle of Langenſaltze. Breglio reinforced from the 
Lower Rhine. Hereditary prince defeated at Stangerode. 


Siege of Caſſel, c. raiſed. Allies retire behind the 
Dymel. 


T the cloſe of the laſt campaign, the French had the 

entire and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of the whole territory 
of Heſſe: a country tolerably provided, and which contains 
many tenable places. Some of theſe they had ſtrengthened 
with additional works; and they had amaſſed immenſe ma- 
gazines in the moſt convenient ſituations. This was their 
condition in the front of their winter cantonments. On 
their left they had driven the allies from the Lower Rhine, 
where they kept a conſiderable body of troops, which 
ſtreightened our quarters, and checked our efforts on that 
hde. On their right they poſſeſſed the town of Gottingen, 
in which they had placed a very ſtrong garriſon ; and thus 
they ſhut us up on this quarter alſo, whilſt the king's German 
domininions lay entirely open to their enterprizes. 2 
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If we conſider the ſituation of the French armies, they 
will preſent us with the idea of an immenſe creſcent, the 
two advanced points of which were at Gottingen and Weſel 
and the body extended in Heſſe: ſo that being perfectly 
well provided with magazines, and maſter of all the proper 
communications, neceſſary for their current ſubſiſtence, 
with ſtrong places in their rear, and in both their flanks ; 
in the next campaign they had only to advance their ſeveral 
poſts in a manner to encloſe the allied army, which, without 
ſome ſignal ſucceſs (from their numbers and ſituation, hard- 
ly to be expected) would find itſelt entirely incapable of 
making any ſtand againſt them. 

Prince Ferdinand was very ſenſible of theſe inconvenien- 
cies of his ſituation, and of the advantages the enemy had 
over him. It was extremely difficult to ſettle a plan for ac- 


tion; but no action could be attended with much worſe 


conſequences, than inactivity in a bad condition. He knew 
from experience, that the French were ill qualified for win- 
ter operations in Germany, and that his own ſoldiers, beſides 
their ſuperior hardineſs, and their being inured to the ri- 
gour of the climate, could ſuffer but little more from field 
lervice, eſpecially if attended with ſucceſs, than they muſt 
endure from the badnets of their winter quarters. It is true 
that there was ſomething diſcouraging in the attack of a very 
ſuperior body of the enemy, poſleſſed of every advantage 
againſt him: but it was clear, that this ſuperiority, and 
theſe advantages would not leſſen as the ſummer approach- 
cd. It was clear, that every ſtep the enemy gained on him, 
would render his defence weaker and his reſources morc 
ſcanty ; and that if the enemy found themſelves in a conditi- 
on to commence this campaign where they had concludes 
the laſt, and that nothing ſhould hinder their proceeding in 
the earlieſt ſeaſon, he could never reaſonably hope to pro- 
tract the war to another year. For to ſpeak the truth, this 
was the utmoſt, which in his circumſtances he could pro- 
miſe himſelf from the moſt judicious ſcheme of conduct. 
Having therefore reſolved to act, he loſt no time to act 
with vigour. He appointed three places of rende vous on 
the Dymel, the Rhine, and in Saverland. His army aſſem- 
bled on the gth of February, without ſuffering the enemy 
to have any previous notice of their intentions. The next 
day the troops halted, and the duke communicated to his 
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generals the diſpoſition he had made for the motions of the 
whole. 

The centre was led by his ſerene highneſs in perſon ; it 
penetrated directly into Heſſe, and marching by Zierenberg 
and Durenberg, made its way towards Caſſel. The right 
and left of the army were each at a very conſiderable diſ- 
tance from this body; but they were ſo diſpoſed as fully to 
co-operate in the general plan of operation, which was ve- 
ry extenſive. The hereditary prince commanded on the 
right: he marched by Stadbergen for Mengeringhauſen 
and leaving the country of Heſſe to the Faſtward, as the 
alarm was to be as ſudden, and as widely diffuſed as poſſi— 
ble, he puſhed forward with the utmoſt expedition into the 
heart of the French quarters. General Sporcken com- 
manded a corps at a greater diſtance to the left, and pene- 
trated into Thuringia, by Duderſtadt and Heiligenſtadt. 
The deſign of this movement was to break the communi- 
cation of the French with the army of the Empire, to open 
one {or ourſelves with the Pruſſians, and to cut off all inter- 
courſe between the grand army of the enemy, and their gar- 
ri'on at Gottingen. 

By this ſudden, extenſive, and vigorous attack, the 
French were thrown into the utmoſt conſternation: they 
retreated, or rather fled upon cvery ſide. It could ſcarcely 
have been imagined, that this was the ſame army which 
had but juſt cloſed the campaign with ſo much ſucceſs, 
Such has been the ſport of fortune in this war, even beyond 
all former examples of her caprice, that the inſtances are 
numerous of inferior and beaten armies, without any appa- 
rent change in their circumſtances, driving the conquerors 
before them. So remarkable was the revolution of fortune 
at this time, that it is highly credible if the French had had 
their quarters in an open country, their army had been to- 
tally deſtroyed : but happily ſor them, they had very ſufſi- 
cient means of ſecuring their retreat. For as the allies ad- 
vanced, they were obliged to leave Caſſel and Goitingen at 
their backs; into the former of which the enemy had 
thrown a garriſon equal to a modcrate army; and in the 
latter they had ) or 8000 men. Beyond theſe again were 
Fritzlar, Ziegenhayn, and Marpurg, places of a tolerable 
degree of ſtrength and well garrifoned, beßdes tome othei 
inferior Poſts, 
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The hereditary prince, whoſe party was the moſt advanc- 
ed, ſtruck the firſt blow, by an attempt to {urprize Fritz- 
lar. He had received advice that it was not prepared to re- 
ceive him. He accordingly took only a few battalions and 
no cannor, in hopes ct being able to carry that place at 
once. But unfortunately he was deceived in his intelligence. 
The garriſon was prepared ane reſolute, and though the 
heredtt: ry prince attacked it with his uſual ſpirit, he was 
obliged ſor il at time to deſiſt, and to draw ff with no in- 
conſiderable loſs 

About this time, Merpurg was attempced in the ſame 
manner, and with no better ſucceſs. Gen. Bre 'enback, an 
Hanoverian officer, of re at bravery, experience and repu- 
tation, who commanded there, loſt his life in the attack. 
Theſe two ſevere checks at the entrance into action, did not 
however diſcourage either the parties that ſuftered them, or 
the reſt of the army. They advanced as exped:ciouſly, and 
with more caution. Cannon and mortars were brought be- 
fore Fritzlar, which, after a defence that was rather made 

for the credit of the commander, than from any 
Feb. 15. hope of ſaving the place, ſurrendered on honour- 

able terms. A large magazine was found here. 
The marquis of Granby was emplo) ed, with ſucceſs, in 
reducing the ſorts and caſtles in this neighbourhood. 'The 
allied army reſolutely advanced, and as they advanced, the 
French centinually retired, abandoning poſt after poſt, and 
fell back almoſt to the Maine. They fired their magazines 
as they retreated ; but the allies purſued with ſo much ra- 
pidity, that they ſaved five capital ſtores z one of which con- 
tained ro leſs than 80,000 ſacks of meal, 50,000 ſacks of 
oats, and a million of rations of hay, a very ſmall part of 
which had been deftroyed. Theſe were acquiſitions of the 
utmoſt acvantage, as they wonderfully ſacilitated the pro- 
greſs of the army; which, as it advanced, ſtill found its 
ſubſiſtence; proviſion was alſo thereby made for the caval- 
ry, which otherwiſe, it could never have been ſupplied with 
in ſuch a ſeaſon, and at ſuch a vaſt diſtance from our origi- 
nal quarters. 

Notwithſtanding this ſucceſs in ſront, it was not here the 
grand object e our operations lay. Caſtel was to be redu- 
ced. The French had in that town a garriſon of 17 batta- 
lions, beſides ſome other corps, under the command of the 
count de Broglio; and there was no doubt, that he would 
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defend the place to the utmoſt. The fortifications of Caſlel 
are moſtly in the old manner; they conſiſt of very high, 
but ſtrong walls. Some w orks indeed had been newly ad- 
ded ; but the great hope of the enemy was in the ſtrength 
of the garriſon and the rigour of the ſeaſon. The ſiege of 
this place was not to be delayed; however it was neceſſary 
previouſly to clcar all the adjacent country of the enemy, 
and to cut off the communication of the garriſon with their 
grand army. 

Therefore when marſhal Broglio had been driven quite 
out of Heſſe, and had retreated towards Frankfort, prince 
Ferdinand ceaſed to advance; and having ordered two bo- 
dies to the blockade of Marpurg and Ziegenhayn, which 
ſtill obſtinately held out, he formed that part ot the army 
which was with him into a chain of cantonments, making a 
front towards the enemy which extended from the river 
Lahn to the river Ohm, and from the Ohm to the Folda; 
thus he propoſed to watch the motions of Marinal Braglio's 
army, to cover the ſiege of Caſtel, and the blockades of 
the two fortreſſes juſt mentioned. 'The ſiege of Caſſel was 
carried on by the count of Lippe Schaumburg, a ſovereign 
prince of the empire, reputcd one of the ableſt engineers in 
Europe. His management of the artillery at 'Thornnauien 
was a principal cauſe in the acquiſition of that great victory; 
and it was not doubted that his abilitics would be exeried 
as effectively at Caſſel. Trenches were opencd on the firſt 
of March. All eyes were now Gdircctcd to this point; for 
on the ſucceſs of this ſtroke depended ihe whole fortune of 
the FAMPALER. It was very apparent that it Caſſel and its 
garriſon ſhould fall into the hands of the all ICS, Gottingen 
and the inferior places muſt incvitably fall along with 1t ; 
and this misfortune would be more than equivalent to the 
loſs of a great battle, 

Whilſt the war was thus carried on in H elle, NI. Sporck- 
en who commanded the detachment to the left, on the fide 
of Saxony, advanced with an intrepidity equal to the reſt 3 
he was ſeon joined by a corps of Pruſſians, and the united 
army loſt no time to clear the Werra and the Unſtrut of the 
bodies of French and Saxons which occupied the moſt im- 
portant poſts upon thete rivers. As thele bodies were ad- 

vantaeouſly poſted, and could be ſupported on one fide by 
tho Carrion Of Gottingen, and on the „ther, as they pro- 
miſcd themſelves, by the army of the Empire, they main- 
tained 
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tained their ground; and this ſoon brought on 
Feb. 14. a ſharp action. The allies attacked a large body 
advantageouſly poſted at Langenſaltze upon the 
Unſtrut; the event was entirely favourable. Three whole 
battalions of Saxons were made priſoners by the Prufſians ; 
M. de Sporcken took two battalions. The enemy's loſs 
was computed at five thouſand men; ſeveral pieces of 
cannon were alſo taken, and a large magazine was aban- 
doned. 'This blow was well followed; one body of the 
combined army puſhed to Eiſenach and Gotha, whilſt 
another by forced marches got forward to Fulda; the 
French gave way on their right; and the army of the 
empire on the left; the latter fell back to Bamberg, to- 
tally abandoning a very large tract of countr 
Hithcrto the affairs of the allies proceeded almoſt in an 
uninterrupted courſe of proſperity. It was indeed a degree 
of proſperity altogether aſtoniſhing, and which as at firſt it 
could ſcarcely have been ex pected, ſo there was no reaſon to 
imagine it would have any long continuance. For the allies 
on the ſide of Saxony, where M. Sporcken acted, in pro- 
portion as their adivity and ſuccels carried them forward, 
left the countries on their rear more and more uncovered, 
and expoſed, without any or with a very inſuſhcient detence, 
to the attempts of the powerful garriſon of Gottingen. Ihe 
count de Vaux, who commanded that garriſon, is a very 
able and enterpriz.ing officer. And he no ſooner perceived, 
that the allies were wholly intent upon driving their enemies 
trom the Werra and Unſtrut, and on puſhing the advantages 
they had acquired to the utmoſt, than he marched out of 
Gottingen with a ſtrong detachment, attacked and routed an 
Hanoverian convoy, fell upon the town of Duderſtadt with 
the utmoſt violence; and though he failed in his firſt at- 
tempt, he repeated it with ſo much ſpirit, that at length he 
carried that town, and afterwards ſome of the moſt conſi— 
derable places near it. By theſe ſucceſſes he prevented M. 
de Sporcken's corps from returning by the way they had ad- 
vanced, and indeed abſolutely diſqualified them from acting 
ſeperately from their main army; to which ſoon after thete 
events, they were obliged to join theraſelves. This junc- 
tion now became neceſlary on another account. 
Marſhal Broglio towards the cloſe of the laſt campaign 
had been cbliged, by the enterpriſes of the hereditary 
Prince, to detach from his army in Heſſe a large body to 


the 


pf 


_— 2 


—_ at Mt RT & ea 


FEY 


1761. The HisToRY of the WAR. 367 


the Lower Rhine. He now found it equally proper to re- 
call this body together with further reinforcements, in order 
to maintain his ground in the country northward of the 
Maine, where he was cloſely preſſed by the allies, and 
which he muſt be compelled ſhametully to relinquiſh, it 
Caſſel was not relieved in time. Senſible of this, with 
whatever difficulty, he called in his moſt diſtant poſts, em- 
bodied his army, infpired them with new ſpirits, and made 
them capable, by a more exact order in their diſcipline and 

a great ſuperiority in their numbers, of attempting ſome- 
thing conſiderable. 

On the other hand, the hopes of the allies depended on 
the effect of their firſt impreſſion ; they were obliged to 
attempt too many objects at the ſame time, and theſe too 
arduous for the number of which their army conſiſted. For 
it was neceſſary that they ſhould keep one army, and that 
no ſmall one, employed on the ſiege of Caſſel; another 
was occupied in the blockade of Ziegenhayn; a third was 
employed to the caſtward of the Fulda; and ſtill a fourth 
was neceſſary to cover and ſuſtain all theſe various opera- 
tions, and to oppoſe itſelf to the attempts of marſhal Brog- 
lio. It was but too plain, that when the whole of the 
French force was collected in one point, it could never be 
reſiſted by a part only of the allied army; if they ſhould 
attempt to draw away any of the ſeparate corps from the 
critical ſervice upon which it was emploved, the entire pur- 
poſe of their labours was given up. In a word, Prince 
Ferdinand had three ſtrong poſts of the enemy on his rear, 
and their grand army now perfecliy united on his front, and 
his ſituation, which was far from advantageous, obliged him 
to call in M. Sporcken's body which had effected its pur- 
poſe and could beſt be ſpared. However the Prince kept 
his poſition as long as poſſible; and the ſiege was carried 
on with as much vigour as a winter operation, and the ſpi— 
rited defence of a great garriſon ably commanded, would 
admit. 

But marſhal Broglio, as ſoon as he had colleRQed his army, 
advanced without delay. He cauſed the troops under the 
hereditary prince to be attacked near the vi! llage of Stange- 
rode, in the neighbourhood of Te where he was ad- 
vanced in front of the before- mentioned line of the allied 
army. The attack was made by the enemies dragoons, the 
very firſt ſhock of which broke the whole ſoot, conſiſting ot 

nine 
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nine regiments, Hanoverians, Heſſians, and Brunſwickers. 
The French on this occaſion made two thouſand priſoners, 
and poſſeſſed themſelves of ſeveral trophies of victory; few 
were killed or wounded on either fide. 

After this blow the allied army could no longer think of 
making head againſt the French, or of maintaining their 
ground in Heſſe, They broke up the blockade of Ziegen- 


hay n; and ſoon after raiſed the ſiege of Caſſel, after twenty- 


ſeven days open trenches, They evacuated the whole coun- 
try of Heſſe, retired behind the Dymcel, and falling back 
nearly to the quarters they poſſeſſed before this undertaking. 

Thus ended an expedition which was carried on againſt 
many difficulties, with much ſpirit, and which at firſt excit- 
ed great hopes. It failed indeed in ſome of its objects ; but 
it produced its effect in the total of the operations of the 
year. The French, by the deſtruction or ſeizure of ſo many 
of their principal magazines, were for a long time diſabled 
from taking any advantage of their ſucceſſes in the preced- 
ing campaign, or from their late victory. It was not until 
the ſeaſon was a good deal advanced that they were in a 
condition to act. This ceſſation was not dearly bought 
even by the loſs we ſuſtained at Stangerode, and the ex- 
treme hardſhips the troops had endured during the whole 
ſervice ; for circumſtanced as both armies were at their 
quitting the field, without this ſeaſonable check it is proba- 
ble we ſhould have at this day no footing in Germany. Both 
armies as it were by conſent lay quiet in their winter quar- 
ters. During their ination, the negotiation at London and 
Paris, whoſe commencement we have related in the firſt 
chapter, was purſued without interruption. 


Hr. 


The negotiation continued. Propoſition of uti poſſidetis. De- 
hate concerning the periods. Belleifle deſcribed. Engliſh 
repulſed at Lechmaria bay. They make good their land- 
ing. Palais beſfeged. Town abandoned. Citadel ca- 
Pitulates. | 


T muſt be obſerved, that after the judicious ſeparations 
which had been made of the intereſts of the ſeveral pow- 
ers at war, there ſtill remained a ſufficient fund of intricacy 
and altercation in each particular diſcuſſion. In order there- 
torc 
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fore to make the way to peace as ſmooth as poſſible, it was 
reſolved previoully to eſtablith ſome certain and ſimple points 
that might ſerve to direct and keep ſteady the whole nego- 
tiation. Theſe points were but two ; indeed they were ſo 
inſeperably connected with each other, that they ſeemed 
rather members of the ſame propoſition than ſeparate arti- 
cles. The firſt was, that the two crowns ſhould remain in 
poſſeſſion of what they have conquered one from the other. 
The ſecond imported that, the fetuation in which they ſhall 

and at certain periods, ſhall be the poſition to ſerve as a 
baſis for the treaty which may be negotiated between the 
two Powers. 

As France was known to have had the worſt in the war, 
a propoſition of ffaty quo, coming from her, muſt have ap— 
peared an inſtance of moderation, altogether ſurprizing to 
our miniſters. It is certain, that had peace been concluded 
at that inſtant, and upon the ſole foundation of this article, 
England would then have poſſeſſed all the conqueſts ſhe had 
made, every one of which was ina very high degree advan- 
tageous to her commerce and hcr power, and none of which 
could be conſidered as a ſubject of future diſcuſſion. On 


the other hand, France continuing in poſſeſſion of the places 


ſhe had conquered; would have acquired no advantage that 
could at all countervail the expence of keeping them ; at 
the fame time that ſhe would be expoſed to endleſs alter- 
cations, and would afford matter of the higheſt jealouſy, in- 

dignation, and diſcontent, even to her neareſt allies. This 
baſis being therefore ſettled, although it was evident, that 
the treaty could not reſt upon this baſis folely. England 
had certainly a great ſuperiority in the negotiation, and 
might rationally expect (when they ſhould come to talk of 
reſtitutions) to purchaſe the evacuation of the French con- 
queſts in Germany, at a much ſmaller price than their ap- 
parent magnitude might ſeem to demand, However theſe 
were {till a matter of fo much anxiety, and the nature of 
the preciſe ſtipulations were ſtill ſo uncertain, that the ne- 
gotiation, though it procceded with ſtrong appearance of a 
deſire for peace, met with very frequent checks and delays. 
Both parties were indeed unanimous in the article of uti 
Paſlidelis; than which, it muſt be admitted, there could not be 
a better ground to treat upon. But as the war ſtill conti- 
nued, and whilſt it continued might make a daily alteration 
in the fortune ot the contracting rowers, it was neceſſary 
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to fix upon ſome epochas to which this poſſeſſory article 
ſhould refer. 

The French on this head propoſed, that the ſituation in 
which they fhall ſtand on the firſt of September i in the year 
1761 in the Faſt Indies, on the firſt of July in the ſame year 
in the Meſi-Indies and in Africa, and on the firſt of May 
following in Europe, ſhould be the poſition, which ſhould 
ſerve as a baſis to the treaty 3 may be ne gotiated be- 
tween the Hos powers. They added further, that as theſe 
epochas might ſeem too near or too diſtant for the intereſt 
of Great Brit ain, they were extremely willing to enter into 
a negotiation upon that obe. 

The Ingliſt, miniſtry received this propoſition with Icfs 
ſatisfaction than its apparent fairneſs deſerved. They en- 
tirely rejected the French epochas; and declared that they 
couid not admit, without prejudice to themſelves, any other 
epoc has than thoſe which have reference to the day of fion- 
ing the treaty of peace. Had this relolution been ſtrictly 
adhered to, it was evident that the negociation was that mo- 
ment at an end. For though what was aſſerted in the 
French memorial in reply to this declaration, {that the baſs; 
of the pre tion of uti poſſidetis was nec farily connected 
with the particular epochas props ſed) is by no means to be 
admitted; it is on the other hand not eaſy to deny the va- 
lidity of their ſubſequent aſſertion, “that if not thete, at 
leaſt /ome certain periods during the war ought to he fixed ; 
and that the et could not reaſonably have retcrence 
only to the tifnc of ſigning the treaty of peace.” For if the 
contrary principle was once admitted, it would become 
difficult to know, or even with probability to guets, at the 
nature or the value of the poſſeſſions which by ſuch an ar- 
ticle ſhould be mutually given away. Andit theſe dificul- 
ties occurred in the ſimplicity of a poſſeſſory article, they 
maſt be increaſ-d tenfold upon every other, and muſt come 
to ſuch an height as to preclude all poſſibility of negotiation 
on things of ſo intricate a nature as exchanges and equivya- 
lents. The French in their memorial inſiſted fo ſtrongly 
on the propriety of eſtabliſhing theſe periods, that they 
threatened to recal the whole propoſition it they were not 
agreed to. 

It muſt doubtleſs appear at firſt view ſurprizing to ſee 
France, whoſe actual ſituation was very indifferent, con- 
tending for a near period, and England, whole attairs were 
al 
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at that time apparently in a proſperous ſituation, poſtponing 
the ut? poſſidetis to one more remote. But the truth is, that 
in that particular neither party conſulted the:r preſent con- 
dition. "They acted wholly on foreſight. For though the 
Engliſh, on the 25th of March, when this propoſition was 
made, were garrying on the ſiege of Caſſel, and the other 
ſtrong places i Heſte, and the enemy had no army in that 
country to oppoſe the n, it was notwithſtanding evident that 
from the flow progreſs of thoſe ſieges, and from the alacri- 
ty of marſhal Broglio in collecting his troops, they muſt be 
ſhortly obliged to abandon the enterprize ; it was evident 
that France muſt be rcinated in the abſolute poſſeſſion of 
her former conqueſts long betore the epocha of the firſt of 
May, the period which they hxed for I'urope. Both courts 
were fully apprized of this. It was therefore the intereſt 
of France to offer and of England to reject this near period 
eſpecial'y as the fate of the deſign on the coaſt of France 
was then depending, and our adminiſtration ſeemed to have 
conceived no mean hopes of its ſucceſs, and no ſmall opini— 
on of its importance in the negotiation. 

The fleet employed in this ex ped; tion failed from Spit— 
head on the 29th of March, and it was ſoon diſcovered that 
Belleifle was the object. 

Bellcifle, the largeit of all the European iſlands belonging 
to the French king, is between 12 and 13 leagues in cir- 
cumference. 

'The ifland originally belonged to the earl of Cornouaille, 
but has been ſince vie ded to the king: it contains only one 
little city, called Le Palais, three country towns, 103 vil- 
lages, and about 5000 inhabitants. 

The town of Palais takes its name from a caſtle, belor 
ing to the duke de Balleiſte, in its netghbourhond, which is 18 
now converted into a citadel, Which 1+ a regular and ſtron 
fortification, fronting the ſea, compoſed principally of horn- 
work, and is provided with two dry ditches, the one next the 
countericarp, and the other ſo contrived as to ſecure the in- 
terior fortifications. This citadel is divided trom the largeſt 
part of the town by an inlet ot the ſea, over which there 
is a bridge of communication; «rom the other part of the 
town ; and which is moſt inhabited, it is only divided hy 
its own fortifications, and a glacis. There are three no- 
minal harbours in this ifland, Palais, Sauzon and Goulfard ; 
very one of which labours under ſome capital defect, either 
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in being expoſed, ſhallow, or dangerous at the entrance, 
he only branch of trade carried. on here 1s the curing 
plcharas. 

From this fate of the if] and, poor in itſelf, capable of 
little improve ement, and fo ui} -rcomftinced in point of har- 
hours, a fort or a diſhi'ce to the expedition began to ariſe. 
Several did not fee of what conſderagle fervice ſuch a con- 
queſt could be of to Ongland in time of p- ACE, or of what 
prejuwce: to the ene, in imme of war, They foreſaw thai 
it could not be taken without conſiderable loſs, or kept 
without connderable expence; and on tne whole they ap- 
prehended that when exchanges came to be made, France 
would lay no great ſtreſs upon it. On the other haud it was 
urged, that though the harbours were bad, yet ſmall priva- 
teers might iſſue from thence, greatly to the mole Nation of 
the French coaſtin g trade; he that the fleet of England 
might ride between it and the continent in a wel} protected 
road. 'They imagined the poſſeſſion of this iſland, if not 
of great deiriment to the intereſt of France, would be a 
grievous wound to he: pride; and that thoſe circumſtances 
which had formerly induced her to expend money on the 
fortifications there, and on the apprehc aſion of an invaſion 
to fill them with a powerful garriſon, would likewiſe per- 
ſuade her to ſet a value on the place when it came to be 
eſtimated in the treaty. 

WIIlſt chey reaſoned in this manner in England, the 
fleet under the command of commodore Keppel, and the 
land forces under general Hodgſon, arrived before Belleifle 
on the 7th of ap. „ and on the 8en agreed to attempt a 
landing on the ſouth-caſt of the iſland in a fandy bay near 
Locl:aaria wound, Here the enemy were in poſleſſion of a 
little rt; they had MOreover * -ntrenched themſelves on 
an hill ex: benin ſteer, and the fogt of which was (craped 
away. The attempt ws made in three places with great 
reſolution: a few grenadic's gun ſhore, and formed them— 
ſelves; but as they were not 1 Horted, they were for the 
greater part made priſoners. Ie reſt of the army, after 
ſeveral very brave and repeated eſtarts, being wholiy unable 
to force the enemies lines, or make ood their landing, were 
obliged to retire with loſs; what acded to the difaſter was, 
that ſeveral of the flat bottomed veilels were deſtroyed or 
damaged in an hard gale which followed on our retiring 
from the ſhore. This made the proſpect of any future at- 


tempt 
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tempt more unpleaſing even than the firſt. In this attack 
we loſt in killed, wounded and priſoners, near five hundred 
men. 

Neither commanders nor ſoldiers were however difpirit - 
ed by this mortifying repulſe. They reſolved, if poſſible, 
not to return without effect, and then determined diligently 
to ſearch the whole coaſt, in order to find a place more fa- 
vourable for another attack. The view indeed was not en- 
couraging. The ifland is naturally a fortification ; and 


what nature had left undone to make it ſuch, had been 


amply ſupplied by art. 

It was a long time aſter this firſt failure before the wea- 
ther would give our commanders an opportunity of a ſecond 
trial; however they perſiſted with the utmoſt ſteadineſs, 
and found at length a convenient ſituation. Not that it 
was a part of the coaſt leſs ſtrong than the reſt; on the 
contrary, they built their principal hopes on the exceſſive 
ſteepneſs and difficulty of the rocks, which had rendered 
the enemy rather leſs attentive on this quarter. This ar- 
duous attempt was made at a bold rocky ſhore, near the 
above-mentioned point of Lochmaria. Beſides the princi- 
pal attack, two feints were made at the ſame time to diſtract 
the enemy, whilſt the men of war directed their fire with 
great judgment and effect on the hills. Theſe manceuvres 
gave brigadier general Lambert with an handful of men, 
an opportunity of climbing up a very ſteep rock, without 
moleſtation. This little body having thus proſperouſly 
gained the top of the hill, formed themſelves in 
good order, and without delay. "They were im- April 25, 
mediately attacked by three hundred of the 
French, but they maintained their advantage with reſo— 
lution until the whole corps of brigadier Lambert, which 
now had aſcended in the ſame manner, arrived to their 
aſſiſtance, and repulſed the enemy (a). 


The 


— 


(a) Letters from Major Gen. Hodgſon, and the Hon. Commodore 
Keppel, % the Secretaries of State, relative to their expedition 


againſt the Iſiand of Belleiſſe. 
8 IR [5 board the Valiant, off 
, Belleifle, April 12, 1761. 
Have the honour to acquaint you, that his Majeſty's fleet under 
the command of Com. Keppel, and the tranſports with his 


Maje ſty's 
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The landing of all the forces was made good in a ſhort 
time after. The loſs in this daring and ſucceſsful at- 
tempt, was inconfiderable, In one or two places the ene- 
my 


— 


Majeſty's forces on board, came to an anchor in this road on 
Tueſday, the 7th int. about twelve o'clock, Soon after their ar- 
rival, | wen* with the Commodore to take 4 view of the coaſt ; 

and we agreed at our return, that the port of St. Andre appeared 
to us to be the belt + ace to make a deſcent; and it was ſettled, 
that Sir Thomas Stanhope, with ſome of his Majeſty' 8 ſhips „and 
the tran ports, with Sers and Gray's battalions and marines on 
board, ſhould make a feint at Saugen, at the ſame time that we 
made a real attack at St. Andro Then it was too late in the day 
to do more than give the neceſſary orders for the troops deftin; -d 
to land firſt, to be ready to embark carly in the morning in the 
flat-bottomed boats, that I might attempt a langi ling as ſoon as the 
ſhips had filenced a four-gun b-ttery, which conminanded the en- 
trance of the bay. This was ſyon done by the Achilles, after ſhe 
took her ſtation. No time was then loſt to £0 in with the boats, 
with the grenadiers, and the r ee ordered for this ſervice. 
But when we entered the bay, we {ound the enemy fo ſtrongly in- 


_— Atenched on each fide ot tlie wil winch was exceſſively ſteep, and 


the foot of it ſcraped away, that it was impoſlible to get up to 
the breaſtwork After ſeveral.unſucceſcful ettorts, ſeeing It was 
impracticable to force the enemy from their lines, ] thought it ad- 
viſable to deſiſt. Maj. Gen. Crawford and Brig. Carleton exetted 
themſelves as much as poi'ihie on the occaſion : the latter is 
wounle in the hich, but in a good way of doing well. The 
loſs we ſuſtered in our retreat was very inconfiderable. as the hre 
of the ſhips covered it. The w eather has been fo bad ever ſince 
the 3th, that | have not been able to get returns from the ſe— 
veral corps, ſo I cannot aicertain our loſs ; but I believe there are 
near 500 killed, wounded, and priſoners. I ſhall defire Mr. 
Keppel to go along with me to reconnoitre the iſland once 
moie, and TE vie can diſcover any part whereon an attempt can 
be made with the leaſt probability of ſucceſs, we ſhall make a ſe- 
con trial. I cannot help obſerving to you, that the whole iſl— 
and is a fortification ; and that FR little nature had left undone 
to make it ſuch, has been amply ſupplied by art; the enemy 
having been at work upon it ever fince Sir Edward Hawke ap- 
peared before it laſt winter. 

] have the honour to inform you, the greateſt harmony has 
ſubſiſted between the two ſervices ; and I ſhould not do juſtice to 
the commander and officers of his Majeſty's fleet, if 1 did not at 


the 
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my ſeemed diſpoſed to make ſome ſtand ; but the body of 
light horſe, Which was embarked in this expedition, ſoon 
drove them to the town, and laid all quite open to the in— 


trenchments 


— — 


the lame time inform you, that they have aſſiſted me to the utmoſt 
of my withes in carrying on the operations, purſuant to his Ma— 
jeſty's inſtructions. 
I have the hnnnur to be, ec. 
SALDAOLM HODGSON. 


81 B Valiant, in the great road of 
? 4 Lelleifle, April 13, 1761. 


Had the honour of writing to you the 29th of A arch, when 

left Spitrhead. It was tom that tune to the 6th init. before 
the wind came to the e d to enable the fleet to ſteer in 
with the coaſt or . r@nce; and that evening | detached fix frigates, 
in hopes the y wight in the night get ſo ſtationed, as to cut off 
the enemy's communicadion with the main land. Ihe next morn- 
ing the cet paſſed the ſouth end of Bel/-//le, cloſe along the ſhore; 
and at one of the ba ys by Point Lomaria, the General and myſelf 
thought a deſcent miglit be tried: hut as the wind was ſoutherly, 
it could not pothbly be attempted at that time. At twelve 
o'clock the Whole fleet anchored in the great road; when imme- 
diately I went wich Gen Hodg jon to the northern part of the iſl- 
and, to be as well in med of the ſtrength of the enemy's works 
there as the "11mc won { acltiit ; and w hile we were upon this ne- 
ceſſarv lervice, the daps of war in the road were preparing the 
fla*« boats tor the reception of the troops; but by the time we 
get back, it was 90 late in the day to make any trial. 

Jhe Sth, the wind north-eaiterly, the boats being ready for 
the reception of che troops, the ſignal was made very early in the 
morning tor them to aflemble at the rendezvous ; and three ſhips, 
with two bounb-vetiels, were ordered to proceed round the point 
of Lomaria, at the S E. part of the ifland, and attack the fort 
and other works in the Handy Bay round the before-mentioned 
point, the place the General and 1nylelf had agreed to have 


attacked. 


Capt. Barrington, in the Achilles, got placed tirſt, and ſoon 
filenced the hre from the fort and from the ſhore; and then, as 
he was directed, made the ſignal of his having done fo ; when 
the troops in the boats were puſhed to the landing - hh great 
ee and ſpiritéed behaviour, at three different places near to 

ach other, by Capt. Barton, whom I ordered to command the 

boats. 
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trenchments before it. Ihe great difficulty now conſiſt— 
ed in bringing forward the cannon, which were firſt to be 
dragged up the rocks, and afterwards, for two leagues, 

along 


boats. But the difficulty of getting footing, and the enemy be- 
ing ſtrongly intrenched on the heights, and in the little fort, the 
troops ſoon met with ſuch a repulſe, that it became neceſſary, as 
well as prudent, to deſiſt from the attempt for the preſent, and 
retire with the flat boats; in which they were well covered by 
the ſhips and bombs. | 

One of the flat boats landed ſixty of Erfiine's grenadiers, who 
got up a very difficult place to the top of the hills; where they 
formed with great {kill ; but were fo immediately routed by a 
much more numerous body of the enemy, that all attempts to 
ſuccour them was incftectual, any further than the boats bringing 
from the rocks about twenty of them. 

While all this was tranſacting, Sir Thomas Stanhope, with four 
ſhips of war, the battalions of Gray's and Stuart's, with 500 ma— 
rines in tranſports, were oppoſite Saugen, at the northern part of 
the iſland. Theſe troops were imbarked in the boats, if poſſible 
to divert the enemy from the principal object. 

A gale of wind coming on very quick after the retiring from 
the ſhore, has occalioned ſo much damage among the tranſports, 
by the loſs of anchors and flat boats, that it takes up a very 
conſiderable time to put things in a way to attempt what fuither 
may be thought practicable. The loſs of flat boats in the gale 
is twenty-two, which will render the force of landing much inſe- 
rior to what it was firſt attempted with. 

While the repairing and adjuiting of theſe defects are in hand, 
hope ſome ſpot may be agreed upon, where we may be more 
tucceſsful in the attempt, than we were on the 8th; but if not fo, 
[ hope his Majeſty will believe J have had nothing more at heart 
than the exerting the force intruſted to me, in a manner moft 
conducive to the honour of his arms. 

I have the honour to be, c. 


A. REPPEL. 


SIR, 1 four o'clock in the 
norning, April 23, 1701. 


KS 1 have juſt had a note from Com. Kepple, to inform me, 
that a frigate will ſail this day for England, I have only 

tune to acquaint you, that his Majeſty's troops under my com- 
mand landed yeſterday at five. The enemy's attention was fo 
diſtracted 
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along a very rugs ged and broken road. This neceffarily took 
up ſome time. However the ſicge was commenced with 
vigour: and the garriton, commanded by the 1 de 


k. Croix, 


diſtracted with our attempts of landing at different places, 
where there was the leaſt appearance ot our being able to fu: cced, 
that it gave Brig Lambert an opportunity of climbing upa rock with 
a corps I had leit with him for that purpoſe, it practicable. Ihe 
difficulty of mounting had made the enemy te alt attentive to that 
part. Beauclerl”: grenadiers, With their captain, Vt u, got up 


before they ſaw what was intended. They unmedi: utcly marched 
a body of 300 men to attack him. The grenadiers maintained 
e ground till the reft of Brig. Zamvert's got up. We took 


three brats held-pieces, and ſome wounded priſoners. It is im- 
poſlible for me lufticiently to commend Nob Lambert's conduct 
and gallant behaviour on the occaſion; and take the liberty to beg 
you vill permit me to requeſt ySu will tated him to the King, 
as an ollicer delerving his Ma Jeity' s favour, Capt. Paterſon has 
loſt his arm. I believe our lots is not above thirty killed. I am 
afraid you will not be able to read this fcrawl, as I write it in the 
held, the troops being on their march, 
I am, Cc. 


5. HODGSON. 


SI R, l aliant, in the Great Redd of 
Belleifle, April 23, 1761. 


Had the honour to ſend you a letter by the Aden frigate, in 
which I gave you but little hopes. Since which time the 
General and J having conſidered, that by attempting a place 
where the mounting the rocks was juſt pothble, and where the 
enemy were no, otherwiſe prepared, from the impracticable ap- 
pearance it had to them, than by a corps of troops to annoy 
the boats in the attempt, that it carried ſome degree of hopes 
vith it; and by making a diſpoſition for the attack of their 
intrenched bays, and at f 09 gon at the fame time, which the ar- 
rival of the tranſports with the light horſe enabled me to do, 
we might pollibly gain a footing; ; 1 have now the orcateſt plea- 
lure in acquainting you, that his Majelty's troops have made 
good A landing on the rocks near Point Lamaria ; ; and cannot 
tu fictently commend the ſpirit and good behaviour of the troops 
in the attempt, and the judgment with which Sir Thomas Stan- 
/9pe, and the reſt of the captains of the king's ſhips, directed 
the fire upon the bills 
Bb b Capt. 
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St. Croix, a brave and experienced officer, threatened on 
their ſde a long and obſtinate defence. Nothing in fac 
was deficient on either part. The enemy made ſome ſallie 
one of them with conſiderable effect. "Malls Gen. Crew, 
ford was made primer on this occation. But our troop; 
were only ammated 55 theſe chi ks. A furious attack was 
made upon the enemies lines which covered the town, and 
they were carried without much loſs; principally by tlc 
uncommon intrepidity of a company of mzrines which had 
been but newly raiſed. No action of greater {pirit and gal- 
lantry had been pertormed during the © hole War. : 

The town. was now entirely abandoned, and the defence 
confined to the citadel. It was © vious, that as our feet 
preventetl all communication W. ith the continent, and there- 
by cut off all hopes ot reli ef, the place muſt neceſſarily be 
reduced ; but the chevaher de St. Croix was refoulved to pro- 
vide for his own honour, when he could not tor the pre- 
ſervation of the place entruited to him, and, iince lic coul 
not maintain it, to ſell it as dear as poſſible. According! 
there was no mention of yieldl ing, until the 7th ot Jun ne. 
when there was no longer the lighteſt proſpect of fuccour, 
ny the place was by no means fately tenabie. Then he 

apitulated, and the garriſon marched out with the konowu; 
o war. 
Thus was the iſland of Belleiſte reduced under the Fn- 


ul Ry government „after a defence of WO months. In th. 


expedition we had about eighteen hundred men killed! 
wounded. Ihe loſs molt regretted was, that Of Sir Willa 
> WII: Ps N . 
Pe e y lan 5, 41 YOUng gent Mar i Of 28 $5 il THEENTS and 2X3 
pectations, and wlio had made a diſtingufſhed figure in pa; 


— — 


r 


BY . . 
lament. He had but newly entered into the ſervice. 3: 
was ſhot in the nigh t b y havin E. C: arelef ly approacned toy 


near a ccntinel of the enemy. He was the third perſo n 
family whom in this w ar, the love of enterpri e had brot 
to an "honourable death in theſe expeditions to the coaſt Gi 
France. 


— - — 
* — * 


Whateve 


Capt. Barrington having been employed in many of the ope- 
rations of this ſervice, 1 have ſent him home with this letter 
and beg, Sir, to refer you to him for the particulars. 

hae the hanaur to be, Fc. 
A. KEPPEL, 


rn... 
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Whatever difference of opinion might have been en- 
tertaincd concerning the value of this conqus ſt, or the 
price which was paid for it, the rejoicing in London was 
Freat and ſincere, The general and the land and ſca offi- 
cars empieen in the e were We: lunge of ra”, 


gd with, — had overcenic rack great dicuhies, and 
who k.:d the ſpirit, after fuch a dit; iſter on their outſet, to 
rec an attack under circumſtances nearly as untavourable 
a5 tho; e by Which they had been at firſt foiled. "The city of 
London addrefied the King on the occaſion. And it was 
Tei, -ratly expeced that this new proof of our ſuperiority 
m. {t influence the negotiation in our favour. Some how- 
cver were ot opinion, that it would rather exaſperate the 
French, and irr;tate their pride to renew theſe efforts which 
their misfortunes had flackened when they ſaw us in the 
midſt ot'a treaty me KINg attempts, an id carrying places in 
Old France, and as it were, in the preſence of that þ augh- 
ty court. "Sher as there was nothing done that was 
ot ſtri ly witfable, no complaint was m. ide, and the 
treaty proceeded, to all appearance with as much rocd hu- 


: - 
niour as before. 


CHE 


* 1 4 * 
Eugland and France atfree te treat of a 2 parate peace. Ep1- 

* * a * * 
chas pp fed by Hugland. Cour t of Vienna agrees. Ob- 


J "C7. 7 14 NeFOriallon, Preps ſal 0 France with . 8 
15 Furs „ Aſtds Mrica, and . America. French memoria 
concerning Spain, 10 gunαtien of the Englifh f. 


Engliſh anſwer lo the French memorial. 


| Bo mult be obſerved, that thourh the conrts of London 


AJ pry |, 3 8 1 0 , 3 8 0 * | FR - wi 4 11 . rte | . 

and V Er;,A1:1CS treated Ichpara 615 I Was nitnert D* 10 
ee ond ' = 

means propre, that this ſepar: ate d Aſcuſſion the ud lead to 


a {eparate Peace, It was no more than a previous arrange- 
* 2 

„ . = Ag $e Oge b . 1 3 

ment for the removal of thoſe diſtzculties, which might 


prevent the peace of France with ingland from being uni- 
ted with the general peace of F.urope. But in proportion 
as tae ready ad VAnc ed, it became obyioits, that the ſettli ing 


of any terms, which bad no reference to the ſignature ol 


ſormcthing "bio ratory between the two crowns, could at 
f "4 . 75 1 a * 3 12 = | TS; 

beſt be only void and illufory, and might in tte end even 
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prove the ſource of dangerous and captious altercatior 
The Engliſh miniſter therefore, before he would agree to 
that definitively upon any point, and particularly upon ti; 
epochas, inſiſted upon two preliminary conditions. 

Firſt, that every thing, which ſhould be happily adjui 
between the two crowns in relation to their particular vw 
ſhall be made obligatory, final 


4 
and conclulive, indepen- 
dent of the fate or rhe negotiation of Augſhurg. 
Secondly, that the definitive tre aty of peace between 
Great Britain and France, or preliminary articles to that 
end, ſhall be ſigned and ratifted between the date of that 
ee and the firit of the following Auguſt. 


It theſe conditions were ac cepte d, then 1 glan 1 on ker 


part conſented to name determinate epochas, to which tl 


uti p. / ſhould refer; the firit of July tor Europe; the 
firſt of 


September for Africa and Ame rica; and the firſt 
or 1 for the jt alt Indies. 'Th 


1 


without conteſting the epechas them! hw complained of 


the conditions; of We firſt, becauſe they ſaid it departed 


from the letter and ſpirit of the memorial of the 26th of 


March, which was the toundation of the whole treaty ; of 


the "I md, on account of the extreme ſhortneſs of the 
time allotted for the diſcuſſion of fome difficult and momen- 
tous points; and the adjuſtment of maiters which reg arded 
a war extended over the four quarters of the globe; tor the 
memorial which contained thoſe conditions, was dat: d on 


the 15th, and was not received at Paris until the end of 


June, ſo that little more than a month was left to obtain 
the conſent of the court of Vienna to a ſeparate tre aty, to 
ſettie the terms of this treaty, and finally, to ratify it. 

If a very uncommon good underſtanding had not ſubſiſt- 
ed between her imp: rial m ajeſty and the kin g of France, 
it muſt have bee n very diſſicult to have received this con- 
ſent. But in fact it was immediately received, wg upon 
one very ſhort and ap pparently reaſe onable condition, « That 
nothing might be Aale to the prejudice of + By houte 
of Auſtria.” But when this condition came to be a 
ed, as we ſhall ſee preſently, it was ſo far from facilitating, 
that it created new obſtacles to the peace, However, this 
acquieſcence of the princ pal of her allies, enabled France 
to accept of the firſt condition without reſerve; ard to the 
laſt he verbally, though not in the clcareſt terms, agreed 


alſo, 
Things 


1 rench munter y 
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'Things ſeemed tor the oy ont in the beſt ſituation, 
which in this f age of the treaty Fu hc expected. The 
baſs of the necot!: tion was f. 15 CHabliſhe 4. he art! Cle 
uti po[hde tis, ſince the taking ox Ser was a matter of lets 
d. FEI „and the epochas were in general fettied in iuch 
a manner, as to coincide with the deſigns and deſires of both 
parties. The treaty was confined to the two powers, and 
it was to be perfectly definitive as to them. A time for 
concluding it, was allo in a great neaſure ſettled 3 a cir— 


„ 64 
cumſtance, which if it did not admit ſufficient leifure for 
17 


J 
1 


accurate diſcuſſion, cut off kewever the opportunities ot 


1 * * . = * Ke 
chicane, and ſeemed to be the moſt fuita ble to a candid 


procesding, ard a ſincere dere of Peace. 


= 


4 . j G 2 3 13 n : CY . WF * 
The toundat on beit - thns laid, the ſuperſtructure was 
the next conſideration; This ſuperſtructure conſiſted in 
the adinftiment of thoſe compentations which were to be 
KS xls (and rene 2 Een 

made for the reciprecal congueſts (and here the difhcultz 
. i 7 n 

lay) ot the Fu O Pod e Is; A unclil O OF honour mig tet Bave 
intervened a 


ol 


t the very fit ſetting GUt, extremely pernici— 
ous to the ſalut Wy work in hand; from which party the 
firſt propoſition ſhouſd proceed? But in this reipe&t France 
gave way, and that conceſſion ahorucd no inconſiderable 
proof of her pacific intentions. 

Ve mult appri-e the reader that we do not mean to 
enter exactly into the whole detail of this negotiation, nor 
undertake preciſely to defcribe all the turns that were taken 
. his, we imagine, would prove a tedious and un- 


n \/ ; in 1 8 £ * % . ! o 
ACC eptable performance. We ſhall atiach ourſelves to the 
EN . * a as , : 
capital objefts wilt h were con f 
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* 
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—— 
— 
* 

% / 
— 


this game of 
policy : Me ſhell endeavour to point G11 he's matters which 
firſt obiiri© cd, and then finally broke off the treaty ; and 
we ſhall rett on thefe things in ſuch a manner, as {cems to 
us itch for marking out the true ſpirit of the negotiating 
powers. Our own obſcrvations ſhail be very ſparingly 
interpoſed, We are hiſtorians, and not advocates. 

The ut: proliidetis bein g ſcttled as the baſis of the treaty, 
nothing could rea onanl 2 claimed by either party, that 
was not to be counterroiſed by tome equ ivaient from the 
other z anc confecauc ntl it was neceſſaty to ad;uſt and va- 
lue their ſeveral poizeſſtons, pretention and demands. 
There were fx principal obje Is in this tan Firſt, 
the limits of the two crowns in No Tth America. Secon dy, 
the conqueſts of Great Britain in thu MWäeſt- Indies, (toge- 


ther 
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On the ſide of At frica, France ſatisfed herſelf with de- 


manding Ci ither the (orien ent at Senegal, or the ifle of 
Goree : for which (together with the retoration of Belle- 


ile) they con ſented to evacuaté (30 'ttingens, 1 leſſe and Ha- 
nau, and 60 draw off the eir arwy to the Laine and the 
Rune. This was Ceri Uunly a fl equiv! lent. But with 
regard to the Patt Indies, the, bad no toleral le equiv: alent 


to Oriel. | Rey 7 Xpatia (1 ISL in cheir memorial! aon 
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ſatitude. Fowever, in this diffculty, they found out © 
ſalution, which it muſt Le contelice, had a very fair and 
captivating Appearance. They propoſed that both ar mic. 
in Germany ſheuld obſerve an exact neutrality ; and ſhotild 
be reciprocal bound to afford no fort of aſſiſtance, nor to 


118 


give no ſort of offence to the alles of either of the parties 
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On the whele, theſe prevofais, which the French ſent 
to London LIN. a memorta of the 15th of July, formed, tho? 
in ſeme re pe As un ae exceptionable, a very agrec- 
able plan ior a \ tre of peace. A better could not have 


been expected in the firſt proje 2 of an enemy, and it might 


be hoped, that a negotiation thus tvoura bly begun, could 


— 


not fail of adiuſting eaſily whatever appeared wrong, or 
ſupplying 
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ſupplying whatever was defeQlive in this firſt draught of 
the propoſitions. But fatally for the repoſe of mankind, in 
the very inſtant that this fair propoſal was made, at the ve- 
ry moment when theſe ſtrong demonſtrations were given, 
an act was done which blew up at one exploſion, the whole 
baſis of the treaty that had been long and carefully laying, 
ſcattered the materials which had been ſo induſtriouſly col- 
ledted, and fo cautiouſly arranged, and inſtead of extin- 
guiſhing, ſpread the flames of war more widely, and made 
them rage with new fury. From this time forward all the 
tranſaction was full of animoſity, reſentment and miſtruſt. 
The reader has been apprized of the meaſures which 
France had been invariably purſuing at the court of Ma- 
drid, and the arguments ſhe employed to infuſe a jealouſy 
into that court. Hitherto however, there was no appear- 
ance that theſe meaſures had any effect; but to the infinite 
ſurprize and indignation of the Britiſh miniſter, together 
with the memorial which contained the above recited pro- 
poſitions, Mr. Buſſy, the French agent, delivered a private 
memorial, ſignifying, that in order to eſtabliſh the peace 


upon ſolid foundations, not to be ſhaken by the conteſted 


intereſts of a third power, the king of Spain might be in- 
vited to accede to guaranty the treaty, and that to prevent 
the differences which ſubſiſted between Great Britain and 
this monarchy from being a means of producing a freſh war 
in Europe, with the conſent and communication of his Ca- 
tholic majeſty, he propoſes, that in this negotiation, the 
three points which had been diſputed between the, crowns 
of England and Spain, might be finally ſettled. Firſt, the 
reſtitution of ſome captures made upon the Spaniſh flag. 
Secondly, the privilege of the Spaniſh nation to fiſh on the 
banks ot Newfoundland. "Thirdly, the demolition of the 
Ingliſh ſettlements made on the Spaniſh territorics in the 

bay oft Honduras. 
it may be eaſily imagined, from the character of the 
then ſecretary of ſtate, in what manner he reccived theſe 
propoſals : he rejected with the utmoſt ſcorn, the offer of 
negotiating, through an enemy humbled, and almoſt at his 
feet, the diſputes of his nation, with a power actually in 
friendſhip with us. He called upon the Spaniſh min: [ter to 
diſavow the propoſitions, which had been faid to be made 
with the knowledge of his court. He returned as wholly 
inadmiſſible this offenſive memorial, declaring, that it * 
Se e 
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be looked upon as an affront to the dignity of his maſter, 
and incompatible with the ſincerity of the negotiation, to 
make any further mention of ſuch a circumſtance. | 

And now he prepared, without delay, an anſwer to the 
principal memorial, in a ſtile rather dictated by the circum- 
ſtances which accompanied that paper, and which ſuffici- 
ently indicated the deſigns of France, than what the pro- 
poſitions themſelves ſtrialy deſerved. Indeed, as he had 
by this time conceived an incurable ſuſpicion of the fince- 
rity of France in the whole proceeding, it would not have 
been prudent to have made thoſe advances, which on a 
ſuppoſition of good faith and pacihe intentions, might poſli- 
bly have been adviſeable ; tor though both powers had over 
and over declared, that their reſpective propoſitions, if the 
treaty ſhould by any accident be broken oft, would be con- 
ſidered as retracted or never made; yet it is certain, tha: 
things once ſettled and agreed to, unavoidably ſtamp their 
own impreſſion upon any future negotiation, relative to the 
ſame ſubject. 

Mr. Pitt's anſwer, which is dated on the 29th of July, 
agrees to the reſtitution of Guadaloupe, Marigalante and 
Belleifle, on the compenſations propoſed by France. It 
agrees allo to receive Canada, but without any new limits 
or any exception whatſoever; and it adds to the French 
offer of all Canada, „its appurtenances.” It admits the 
propoſal of the partition of the Neutral Iſlands. It rejects 
the French demand of Cape Breton, or of any other ifland 
in the gulph or river of St. Lawrence; or of any power of 
fiſhing in that river, in that gulph, or on thoſe coaſts ; and 
it allows the privilege of fiſhing on the banks of Newfound- 
land, only on conſideration of the demolition of Dunkirk. 
But the propoſed reſtitution either of Senegal or Goree, 1s 
utterly refuſed. The German neutrality is rejected with 
diſdain; and it is declared that Great Britain is unalterably 
reſolved to ſupport the king of Pruſſia with efficacy and 
good faith. In addition to the offer made to evacuate Heſſe, 
&c. it is inſiſted that the French ſhall make a general eva— 
cuation of all her conqueſts in Weſtphalia, and all its coun- 
tries, including its conqueſts from the king of Pruſſia on 
the Rhine, though France had before declared, that the 
were conquered tor the queen of Hungary, that they were 
actually governed in her name, and that the could not, con- 
ſiſtently with good faith, agree to deliver them to the king 


of 


„ © _ we * f © wm_ — 


— 


1761. Tee His roRY of the Wak. 387 


of Pruſſia. The treaty between Saunders and Godcheau 
was not admitted as a proper baſis for a treaty relative to 
the Faſt Indies. But it was agreed, that the two compa- 
nies ſhould negotiate concerning their reſpective intereſts, 
as the king of Great Britain could not diſpoſe of the rights 
of the Engliſh Faſt India company without their conſent. 
As to the reſtitution of the captures before the war, this 
was moſt poſitively refuſed, 

In this period we leave the negotiation to follow the mo- 
tions of the armies in Germany. It is certain, that the diſ- 
Dofitions of the two courts grew daily more unfavourable : 
their confidence in each other, and their mutual good- will 
wore away; and it was to be feared, that this negotiation, 
if it broke on in an unf. atisfactory manner, muſt leave im- 
preſſions on the minds of the two nations of ſuch a nature, 
as might cauſe them to wiſh they had never engaged 
in it. 


N 


Matious of the French and allied 1 Genera! Sporcken 
attacked. French paſs the Dymel. kirmiſhes. Poſiti- 
n of prince Ferdinand. Jundlion 7 Bro oglio and Sou— 
hiſe. Battle of Kirch Denkern. French defeated. French 
threaten FHlanover. Prince Henry of Prune vick killed. 
Taking of Dorſlen. Various movements of the armics. 
Deflruftion of Schar {rfelts-c fle. Prince Aavier of Sax- 
eny takes Molfe -nbuttle „ and inveſis Prunſwick, Detach- 
ments from prince Soubiſe tate end anden Embdon. 
Aitempt on Bremen. Sufferings of Lower N ſipbalia. 

Lthough the great purpoſe of the early and firennous 
effort made by the allles was not fully anſwercd, it 
nevertheleſs produced, as we have before obſerved, a very 
conſiderable #nd uſeful effect. The d. ſtruckion af the 

French magazines retarded their ope! ratio, 5s in hog a man- 

ner, that the greatef. part of the month o. J. ne „as ipcnt 

before their armics found themſelves in a condition to act. 

But as ſoon as the y Rad taken proper meaſures for their ſub- 

ſiſtence, the prince of Soubiſe cauſed his troops to paſs the 

Rhine, and to REI on the ſide of Munſter, not far 

(FO FW city the hereditary Prince of Brun{wick was 

Foſted to oppoſe him. Marſhal Broglio aſſembled the for- 

Gee 2 ces 
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ces under his command at Caſſel, and moved towards the 

Dymel. order to effect a junction With the bodyunder 

the prince of Scubiſe. They made no deubt that their con- 

joinirg itrength would foon attain a decided ſuperiority over 

the allies, who had ended their late enterprize with a loſs 

brian was conſiderable, and which in their circumſtances, 
they could not weil bear, nor ealily ſupply. 


Theſc hopes were ſupported by the ſucceſs of their firſt en- 
counter. General Sporcken with a ſtrong detachment had 
been poſted in an advantageous ſituation on the Dymel, and 
in the ſront of the allied army. On the approach of Mar- 
ſhal Broglio, lie attempted to retire with ail that expedition 

which his interiority made neceſſary. But the 
June 29. French came upon him with ſuch rapidity, that 
they overtock and attacked his rear, which was 
inſtantly routed ; they took 800 priſoners, 19 pieces of can- 
non, 400 horſes, and upwards of 170 waggons. Re ſame 
day they paſſed the Dymel; and whilſt prince Fardgang. 
diſcouraged hy this check, fell back to 
July 2. they made themſelves maſicrs of Marburg 
gleburg, and Paderborn. 

Tbe allies, however, ſoon recovered their {pirt „ rd 
the main body of their army being well ſecure, ther t 

ut feveral detachments. Their ſmall bodics were condud- 
ed by General Luckner, and otherable partizans, who un- 
dertock ſeveral bold and very diſtant enterprizes, attacked 
the ent my where they were leaſt upon their guard, routed 
their convoy 5, deſtroy ed ſeveral of their magazines, carri- 
ages and hories, and carried off their prey even irom the 
gates of Caſſel. Theſe lively actions ſeemed a prelude to 
ſome more important and deciſive attempt. 

The French became ſenſible that a ſtroke of ſome im- 
portance was expected from the greatneſs of their force, 
and that it was not for the credit of their arms only, but 
for their ſecurity from the minute, but continual and galling 
attempts of parties from the allied army. 

For ſome time prince Ferdinand had been poſted to the 
louth of the Lippe, between Ham and Lipſtadt. This po- 
ſition he took, in all probability, becauſe M. Broglio had, 
by occupying the places on the Dymel, got between him 
and Hanover. Therefore he judged it expedient for him 
in his turn to get between the prince de Soubiſe and the 
Rhine. In this ſituation, if the enemy attempted any 
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movement towards the king's dominions, he was ready to 
fall directly on the places they occupied by that river, 
which, in the preſent circumſtances, were full as impor— 
tant to them as the Hanoverian territory was to us. Thus 
whilſt he ſeemed to retire from that territory, and in a 
manner to abandon it, he in reality ProVIGed with the great- 
er effe@ for its ſecurity 

Marſhal Broglio, when he lad reſolved on the attack of 
the allied army, united his trcops to thoſe of tne prince de 
Soubiſe, at a place called Soeit, between Lipilact and Ham. 
On the other hand, as ſoon as the general of the allies was 
apprized of their intention he poſted bis army in a very 
ſtrong and advantageous manner. 

The river Aeſt runs for a conſiderable way, almoſt paral- 
el to the Lippe, from which it is not diſtant in ſome pla- 
ces, much more than half a mile. The high rad from 
Lipſtadt to Ham paſſes between theſe rivers; ard it was of 
the utmoſt moment to prince Ferdinand to ſecure that im- 
portant communication, by which alone he cculd hepe an 
advantageous retreat, or in any degree propoſe to command 
the adjacent country. VV th a view therctore to protec: 
that communication, he eſtabliſhed his left wing on the 
Iitkmus between the rivers. Ihe left extremity of that 
wing under General Wutgenan, leaning to the Lip pe, by 


which it was perfectiy ſecured, as the right was ſupperted 


by the village ot Kirch Denkern, fituated immediately cn 
the Acſt. The marquis of Granby commanded in that 
wing, with the aſſiſlance of licutenant general Howard and 
the prince oi Anhalt, who were poſted tewards the abuve- 
mentioned village. 

At that village, another river cal led the Saitrchach, frall, 
but very deep „joins the Aeſt almoſt in a right angie.  Be- 
hind this river on a conſiderable eminence was placed the 
centre, commanded by general Conway ; and on the con- 


tinuation of the ſame eminence . the right ins, UT Ger The 


hereditary prince, ſtretched out towards the village of 


Weile, and it was well defended cn the flank by rv ol, 
l; ſhy „ ard almcf imp Wan le &YGHNG, Nothing ; 
be more advantageous tha s G:ipohtion of the ary, BY 


which the whole centre and right wing were Covered 10 
front by a river, and the left fu Por ted by rivers on both 
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of the army; the count of Lippe had plated alt in th 
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wing, the greateſt part of the artillery, as he knew that it 
. the moſt important ſituation, was the moſt expo- 

ed in front, and conſequently would be the object of the 
enemy's mol conſiderable efforts. 

He was not miſtaken in his conjecture. On the 15th of 
July, in the e a very furious attack was made on 
lord Granby's poſts, which was ſuſtained for a long time 
with all the intrepidity and firmneſs, which Britiſh troops 
alwavs exert, and which that gallant officer knows 
fo well how to inſpire. The nee we have juſt men- 
tioned, was not then complcated ; fo that they had the 
whole torrent of that impetuoſity, which diſtinguiſhes the 
French in their firſt attacks, to reſiſt for ſome hours, unti] 


Wutgenau, according to the plan originally projected, ar- 


rived to their aſſiſtance, and then with efforts united and 
redoubled in a long and obſtinate combat, which continued 
until it was quite dark, they repulicd the French, and drove 
them into the woods. 
By the next morning, the diſpoſition of the al- 
July 16. hes was perfected ; and it was evident that the 
French, far from being diſmaved by their misfor- 
tune, were preparing for a more general and better ſuſtain- 
ed attack than the former. M. Broglio commanded againſt 
our left, which, as on the preceding day, was the princi- 
pal object of the enemy. The prince de Soubiſe led their 
centre and their left. The engagement began at three in 
the morning, and it was a ſevere and continued fire for 
upwards of five hours, before the leaſt effect could be per- 
ceived on either ſide. The weight of the attack this day 
lay on Wutgenau's corps, -W hich ſupported it with a degree 
ot bravery, that r'valed the ſtand which had been lately 
made by cle Privifh orcgs. But about nine, the prince 
diſcovered that the enemy Werz preparing to erect batte- 
ries on an eminence, in the front of the Marquis of Gran- 
by's camp, Which he had not been able to encloſe within 
his lines. Senſible of the preſſing neceſſity there was of pre- 
venting the enemy from ſeizing on an eminence, from 
whence they might cruelly gall his army, he called in a re- 
abi ap nich had been placed at the ot er fide of the Lippe 
nder general Sporcken. Strengthened by this ſupply, and 
ciicoliragis by th je irreſolution which now began to appcar 
in the motions ci the enemy, he c ane the troops 
which were ncarcit at Nx to advance upon them. 
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This movement was deciſwe, the enemy gave way, fel! 
into diſorder, and retired with precipitation. Their cen- 
tre and left, which had not been able to pals the Salt, bach, 
after a long and effectual cannonade, retired with the reſt, 
and covered their retreat; fo that favoured by this circum- 
ſtance, and the cloſeneſs of the country, which was fult of 
hedges, they m: {LEARN off in tolerable order, and were pur 
ſued but a little way. However, their loſs was conſidera: 


ble : the regiment -of Rouge, conſiſting of four battalions, ; 
with its cannon and colours, was entirely taken by the fin- Gl 
gle battalion of Maxwell. Their whole lots in killed. 

wounded, and prifoners, has been eſtimated at $000. The 

allies had about 300 killed, 1000 wounded, and about 200 | 
prifoncrs This RET was UC CHMAX ol the campaign oi * 


1761 (a), in Wellphalia; it did the greateſt honour to the 
wildom 


(a) Prince Ferdinand's Letter to his Maj: [ty from the Field of Rat 
tle, dated, kirch Denckern, Fuly 16, 1761. 


Have the honour to congratulate vour majeſty upon a very | 
lignal advantage, . hich your waſeſt y's arms have this day 1 
gained. It is im pot ble for me to {et down every particular ot 4 
this glorious day. Ihe bearer of this, an officer of very diſtin- 4 
ouifhes | merit, and who has greatly contributed to the happy ſuc— > 
ceſs of this day, will give vour majeſty an exact account of it 1 


| have the honour to recommend him to your majeſty's royal 1 
VULT. 


FERDINAND, Duke of Brunſwick and Lunebour's 3 
I hat follagis is the Account given : by Major Wedderveur:: 
Ober the 15th of TFuly the French attacked the light troops in 


the front of Lord Cranly's corps, which was encamy! ed on. N 
the heights of Kirch Den. 264-4 His Lordihip ordered the regi- 
ments of C ornzvnllis, Keith, 'ampbell, and Muri. rg, to the ler 
to lupport the poſts. There was an uninterrupted fire of cannon 
and fmoll arms, till nine at ni. be when it ccated, without ans 
Impreiiion having been made by the enemy upon Lord Cranby' 
lett. 

In the morning ol the 16th, about three o'clock the canno- 
'nading began again very briſkly on both fides, and continued t 
nine, when the enemy gave way in great diſorder. His moſt ſe— 
rene highneſs the Duke, then odere the corps of the prince 0! 
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wiſdom of the accompliſhed commander in the diſpoſition, 
and to the bravery of the troops in the combat; but it was 
tar from decilive, Notwithſtanding the loſs the French 
ſuficred, they were ſtil much ſuperior, in their numbers. 
Cn this misfortune the old ill underflanding between Sou- 
bife and Brovlio broke out with freſh animoſity. Narratives, 
memorials, and replies, conceived with great bitterneſs, 
were mutually remitted from bo: h marthals to their court. 
Marſhal Brog'to alledged, that his misfortune was owing to 
the prince de tho 'obife's aclay, who did not begin the attack 

till it was too late for him to continue it; the prince de 
Soubile, on the other hand, ſuggeſted, that Broglio began 

is attack carlier than the time that had been fixed, ir 
hopes of forcing the allies without Soubile's aſſiſtance; and 
when he found that point loſt, obliged Soubiſe to retreat, 
that he might not have the Honour of recovering 1t. 

The allics after this battle kept their ground for ſom- 
time, whillt the 1 retreated, It is impoſſible regular- 
ly to count tor ail the e unexpected turns which have hap- 
pencd, perhaps, more in this campaign, than in any of the 
former. It is enough to know that the original ſuperiori- 
ty of the French, together with their opportunity of con- 
tinual reinforcement, may very tolerably explain the reaſon 

Ol 


Anhalt, Lord Granby and Wutgenau, to attack them on their 
retreat ; which they did with fo much vigour that the enemy ne- 
ver attempted to form beiore them, but threw down their arms 
and ran oft in the utmoit diſorder. 

When niajor [/edderbourn came aw ay. there were ſix colour: 


. already taken, eleven or twelve pieces of cannon; many ofhcers, 


amongſt whom the Comte % Rouge, and great part of the regi- 
ments of De Rouge, Dauphin, and Provence, to the amount of 
3090 men. 

After having purſued them about a league, the duke ordered 
the troops to forin upon the heights of Kirch Denchern. 'The he- 
reditary prince was ſtill driving the enemy on their left. Prifon- 
ers and cannon, were coming in every moment. 

It was ſaid, that the Marſhal duc de Broglio commanded on the 
right ot the 75 ench army, oppoſite to the prince of Anhalt, Lord 
Granby, and Licutenant General ulgenuu, where his ſerene 
highneſs was in perion. 

Major Jedder25::rn adds, that this great victory was obtained, 
with ſcarce any loſs on the part of the allied army. 
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of the advantages which they ſo often obtained after very 
conſiderable defeats. 'T his is a point which it is neceſſary 
the reader ſhould continually keep in his mind during the 
whole narration of this ſtrange war. After their late loſs 
and retreat, the French ſoon advanced again. The party 
under the prince de Soubiſe paſſed the Lippe, and made 
diſpoſitions for the ſiege of Munſter, whilſt marſhal Bro- 
glio's army turned off on the other ſide, croſſed the Weſer, 
and threatened to fall in upon Hanover. 

This diviſion of the enemy compelled prince Ferdinand, 
though little in a condition tor it, to divide his army alſo. 
The hereditary prince poſted himſelf to cover Munſter ; 
whilſt prince Ferdinand continued in the country towards 
the Weſer, to obſerve the motions of marſhal Broglio. 

Whilſt theſe various poſitions were mutually taken, as 
the armies were continually moving near each other, a 
number of very ſharp ſkirmiſhes enſued. Marſhal Broglio 
cautiouſly avoided a battle whenever he ſaw that the duke 
of Brunſwick, by calling together his troops, had prepared 
tor, and was deſirous of it; fo that there was no way left, 
but if poſſible, to check his motions, and wear down his 
force, by reiterated leſſer actions (%. Theſe actions were 

__ almoſt 


%) Tranſlation of Prince Ferdinand Letter ta the Marquis of 
Granby, 


Convent at Bubren, Auguſt 6, 1761. 
My Loxp, 


! Think it my duty to acquaint your lordſhip how much I ad- 
mire the valiant and brave conduct of lord George Lenox, with 
the piguets, and of major Walſh, with his battalion of grenadiers 
yeſterday, in the attack of the poſt and village of Weſten. I beg 
your lordſhip will be pleaſed to ſignify to them my molt grateful 
acknowJedgments, and that theſe two gentlemen would do the 
ſame to the brave troops who were led on by commanders of ſuch 
liſtinguiſhed valour. 
I have the honour to be, 


Il ith the moſt perfect reſpect, 
My Lord, oc. 


n d 4 Coty 
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almoſt aiways to the advantage of our troops. In one of 
them however, the young prince Henry cf Brunſwick was 

mortally wounded ; and the whole army faw 
July 20. with regret, the difaj pointment of ſuch great 

hopes as were formed from the riſing rallantry 
of a prince, who {o nobly ſupported the martial ſpirit of hi, 
family, and had fallen whilſt he was emulating the heroic 
actions of his brother the hereditary prince and his uncle 
Ferdinand. 

On the f:de of Weſtphalia, the prince de Soubiſe perſe- 
vered, notwithſtanding ſome checks, in his deſign of laying 
ſiege to Miunſter; there w as great reation to apprehend that 
he might ſucceed in that enterprize, as it was always 11 
marſhal Brogl:o's power, by taking ſome ſteps on the fide 
of Hanover, to make it neceſſary to draw away the greai- 
eſt part cf the ferce deſtined to the ſuccour of Munſter. 1. 
thereiore began to niake the previous arrangements at Dor- 
ſten. The hereditary prince, who knew that he was con- 

tinually liable to be called off, took the firſt op- 

Aug. 30. portunity of attacking this place. A battalion ol 
French troops formed its garriſon, and made a 

brave defence, but it was aſſaulted with ſo much reſolution 
and perſeverance, that they were obliged to ſurrender pri- 
ſoners of war. The prince totally deſtroyed the ovens 
wich 


— — 


Copy of the Marquis of Granby's Letter to Major Walſh, command 
ing the flit Battalion of Britiſh Grenadiers. 


Camp at Haarn, Auguſt 7, 1701. 
SM 


OU will perceive, by the copy of the letter | have the plea— 

ſure to encloſe to you, how much his Serene Highnets ad— 

mired your behaviour, and that of the firſt battalion of grenadier: 

under your command, at the attack of the poit and village ol 
Ie/ten, on the 5th. 

„ You will, therefore, according to his Serene Highneſb's de- 
fire, teſtify to the troops his extreme app! Obation their Giitin- 
guiſhed bravery and firmneſs, and likewite my thanks ia the firong 
eſt manner. 

I am, with the greateſt regard, Sir, Ec. 


GRAN B FV. 


IFR i. 4. 
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vw hich were eſtabliſhed here, and by this means not only 
ſruſtrated their deſign of befieging Munſter, but compelied 
them for a time, to retire from the Lippe. 

As to prince Ferdinand, he faw clearly, that the inten- 
tions of marſhal Broglio were to make himſelf maſter of his 
majeſty's, and the duke of Brunſwick's territories. To at- 
tempt to follow bim, and to beat him from thence, would 
only be irrecoverably to transfer the fea! of war into thoſe 
countries, and u hollz to abandon Weſtphalia to the enemy. 
Diverſion theretore, and not direct oppoſition, became his 
objec. He reſolved, that as often as he perceived marſhal 
Broglio making any progrets on the ſuſpected quarter, he 
ſhould hs bimfelf as far into Heſſe as the enemy had ad- 

vanced towards Hanover, and by ſtopping their ſubſiſtence, 
oblige them to quit their ente erprize. This plan at firſt 
ſucceeded to his wiſhes, and drew back marſhal Broglio 
into Heſſe, upon whoſe approach prince Ferdinand retired 
to his old quarters at Paderborn, and ready for a 
new movement as ſoon as Broglio ſhould return Oc. 19. 
to the execution of his ioriner deſign. 

Accordingly he ſoon returned to the Weſer. Then the 
hereditary prince, who had by this time re-joined the grand 
army, a advanced into Helſe, and puihed to the tartheit ex- 
tremitics of that country, even as {ar as Fritzlar; but tho? 
he ſucceeded fo far in his attempts as to deſtroy all the leſ- 
for maga7incs which _ 30uNg in the open country; yet as 
an the fortreſſes were in the hands oi the enemy, as the 

Yrarrifons had been SE reinlorced and the grand maga- 
ines were well ſecured in thoſe places, he kept his ground 
in his advanced poſition. | 

It was on this occaſion principally that prince Ferdinand 
found the diſadvantaze ot nat being able to form two ar- 
mics, which might act ſeparately. or on one hand, mar- 
hal Broglio, when he had pericctly ſecured his poſts it 
Heſſe 0 took a ſituation in nich! he watched all the are 
of prince Ferdinand, and kept himfcif in readinets to fall 
back into Heſſe, or to advance into Hanover, as m:ght beſt 
2gree with his deſigns. From hence tie fent out toine pow 
erful detachments which acted with great eficgt, One of 
thefe detachments entered the Harte [orcit the remains 
of the great Hercynian, ſo famous among the antients) and 
beſte: red the ſtrong caſtle of Schartsl felts 9. hich they took 
and demoliſhed. Then they laid the v hole tract of country 
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under ſevere contribution. Another, and ſtill more powerful 
detachment under prince Xavier of Saxony appeared be- 

fore Wolfenbuttel, a conſiderable city, and 
. ſtrongly ſituated, as it is wholly ſurrounded by 

the Ocker. But the French, as they knew thai 
the town is moſtly built of wood, commenced their opera- 
tions with a very fierce bombardment. This had ſuch an 
effect, that the reſiſtance of the place was not proportioned 
to its irength ; ; in five days it ſurrendered, and was ſubject, 
like the reſt, to a grievous contribution, 

Fluſhed with this ſucceſs, the French followed their 
blow, and advanced, keeping ſtill the courle of the Ocker, 
to Brunſwick; and began alſo to inveit that city. The 
reigning prince, unable to protect his ſubjects, or to ſecure 
his perſon in his dominions, fled to Hamburgh, where he 
met the landgrave of Heſſe, whom the rage of war had in 
the ſame manner driven from his territories. This free c1- 

ty now hecame a place of general refuge, and enriched it- 
ſelf by the calamities, as it had in better times done by the 
proſperity of Germany. It was lately computed, that the 
ſtrangers there had increaſed to 40,000, amongſt whorn 
they could reckon two ſovereign princes, and ſeve ral other 
perſons of the firſt diſtinction. 

This rapid and unreſiſted progreſs of the French to the 
eaſtward of the Weſer, was to the higheſt degree alarming. 
Prince Ferdinand with all the expedition in his power, de- 
tached the hereditary prince to the relief of Brunſwick. 
This meaſure fortunately ſaved that very important place. 
This active commander compelled the enemy not only to 
raiſe the ſiege of Brunſwick, but to abandon Wolfenbuttel, 
and to make a precipitate retreat with the loſs of ſome of 
their cannon, and upwards of 1000 men. 

Whilſt Broglio's detachments proceeded thus in diftreſ- 
ſing the country to the caſtward of the Weſer, the prince 
of Soubiſe, who by the removal of the hereditary prince of 
Brunſwick to another quarter, ſaw no longer any thing ca- 
pable of oppoſing him, ſpread his army "by detachments 
over all Weſtphalia, and ravaged it in the moſt cruel man- 
ner. They took Oſnabrug; and becauſe the contributions 
were not immediately paid, they gave up the place to be 
pillaged by their troops, who rifled the miſerable inhabitants 
without mercy. Another body puſhed as far as Embden. 
This important town was immediately ſurrendered by the 


garriſon 
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garriſon (two Engliſh companies of invalids) at the defire 
of the timid inhabitants, and the promiſe of a favourable 
treatment: notwithſtanding this capitulation, and the merit 
of ſo eaſy a ſurrender, the town, as weil as the whole coun- 
try of Faſt-Frieiland, was laid under a ruinous contributi- 
on. But their exorbitances grew to ſuch an extremity, 
that the boors were at length compelled to 11ſec, and with 
ſuch arms as a ſudden rage ſupphed them, to drive theſe 
oppreſſors out of their country. 

A more confideravie corps commanded by the prince de 
Conde, laid ſiege to Meppen, a place on the“ 
ms, of ſome conſequence, and where we had Oct. 12. 
{nme Magazin es. In three days it was reduced, 
and the garriſon of five hundred men were wade priſoners 
of War. 

The city of 5 was defended by a weak garriſon. 
This was a place of far rrcater moment than Neppen, the 
allies having am aſſed their immenſe magazines, as it was a 
Een and trad ing town, advant: gcouſly ſituated on the rive 

Veſer; and the policiiion of this place muſt undoubt edly 
have given to the French the command ot that river, thro? 
which the allies derived ail their ſubſiſtence. If the Ungliſh 
nad loſt Bremen, they muſt have ſcen themſelves in\ veſted 
and locked up in a barren country, in the heart of Germa- 
ny, ſurrounded by their enemies, and deprived of every re- 
ſource. Fortunratcly the inhabitants of this city proved as 
brave as thoſe of Embden were timid. They were exaſpe— 
rated by the exa impie of the French rigour, which they 
had ſeen on every fide of them. They therefore joined the 
garriſon, inſtead of diſcouraging them in the defence of the 
place. The French were obliged to retire precipitately ; 
and a ſtrong reinforcement was thrown into Bremen, to ſe- 
cure that very important city irom the like enterprizes for 
the future. 

Wohilſt the two French armies in this manner ravaged all 
the country held by the allic 3, prince Ferdinand, who |: aw the 
rage of war ſpre. ad all around him, with his ufual iirmneſs, 
kept that central poſition which he had taken foon after the 
battle of Kirch Denkern; no movements of the enemy 
could terrify or allure him from it. He had ſetiled his head 
quarters at Buhne, and his army ext tended trom thence to- 
wards Hammclen. Poſted in this manner, he ſecured the 
cuurſc of the Weler, by preventing the enemy from makin 

themſelves 
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themſclves maſters either of Hammelen or Minden; he ſay 
in the beſt ſituation in which it was poſſible to place a fin- 

le army, that was to act againſt two; and knowing that 
he could not follow their movements with the body ot his 
army, without hazarding the king's electoral dominions, 
and deed every object "of the war, ke contented himicii 
with ſending out ſuch detacl ments as he could ſpare, ſuc- 
cciiively to the roliet of the places which wereattackea. J“ 
ſaw that the winter approached, which had always bcen a 
circumſtance ſavourab le {© lum; and it was cvident that 
whilſt he continued with his main bod dy immoveabiy fixed as 
it was, and his detachments active on every fide, it was im— 

poſſible e tor the enemy 10 Keep any of tnoie placcs, they ad 
Iced in their incurſions. 


Condition the Ring of Prufſia. THis inadien. Motions of 


the Ruſſians and gν,s n. Brea carnnamnaded, Fot tle— 
ben removed. Cilbers beſieged. Ruſftan magazines in 
Peu diſtro ed. Var transferred to Pomerania. King 
ef Pruffia quits his fſrong comp. Schawerdnitz taken by a 
coup de Mai. GC. 71 HA 77 Plate; * 7 „ εA 1 General A ng h- 
lick made prifoncr at T reptoov. Prince IWurtenburs re- 
treats. Colberg laken. Rufjians winter in Pomerania. 


NTIL this Ae the operations of the Prujtan armics 
tcok the lead in intereſt and importance before ail the 
other events of the war. he ürmncis and a. 3 of their 
iuſtrious monarch, the number and animo! UN 
res, the blows that he gave, and thoſe thai by Ga. 
his diftreiting and terrible falls, his amazing and almoſt 
; | 0 N | die nd N ** 0 1 +1 all \ »C 5 ede N * = , C 18 
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the great centre 0) Phiziic attention. Une 1 mibtcoly nothing 
that has ever been adted on the ſcene of! an * eh Ty 
tracted the minds of men to 1 with enn be none 
perhaps aftordcd at ONCE mars entertamment to N unagi— 
ration, and furmmed more cop. ious mats rials fur political 
and 3 Y inſtrue don; 3 and RY obably, et ts re. 2288 Par! 
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all our modern ki 8 W1; Il be the moit carefully findied 
hy polterity , When 1t comes to be properly known, and wor- 
thily written. 

To judge of the importance of this branch of the gencral 
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war, it will be proper to recollect that, beſides a number ot 
ſieges which were proſecuted, together with innumerable 
and bloody ſkirmiſhes, no leſs than nineteen pitched battles, 
or capital actions, have been fought on his part ſince the 
cloſe of the year 1756, when the king of Pruſſia firſt ſeized 
upon Saxony, and made an irruption into Bohemia. In 
eleven of theſe battles, the King or his generals were de- 
ſeated. He was victorious only in eight. Ten of them 
were fought under his own command; and ſeven out of the 
cioht victories which were gained, were obtained by him- 
ſelt in perſon ; of the eleven defeats, he was preſent only 
at three. 

From theſe circumſtances ſome judgment may be formed 
of the active and enterprizing charaQer of this monarch, 
and of the amazing reſource he had prepared, or formed, 
or ſeized, and in ſome inflances, one m: ay lay, almoſt creat- 
ed. We have obſerved that the laſt campaign had ended 
more to his advantage than the one preceding had done; 
for thoſe two great victories of Lignitz and Torgau, with 
which he then ended his operations, had not only reſcued 
his affairs in Sileſia and Saxony from impending deſtruction, 
but had enlarged his field for recruiting, and prepared him, 
to all appearance, for more early and vigerous action, than 
could have becn expected in moſt of the Preceding cam- 
Paigns. But every one was ſurprized to obſerve, that this 
vear he had totally altered the ſyſtem of his conduct. An 
inactivity and langour was diffuſed over ali his Proceed! ugs. 
He ſeemed to have adopted the caution and flowneis which 
had been to long oppoſed to his vivacity by l M. Daun. The 
ſummer was almoſt whelly ſpent, and the King of Pruſſia 

had ſcare ely been mentioned. 
It was not ſuſpected that the Propoſed negotiation at 
Augſhburg could have had much, if any influence uf Ny 
1cthod of proceeding. No partic ular propoſals had been 
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3 concerning his affairs, nor indecch any other marks of 


a pacific diſpoſition towards him the wa, except what were 
contained in thoſe general declarations, which a regard to 
Common dec ency had exacted. It mi HE Have added to tho 
anxicty of his fitu: tion, that Great Britain and France were 
at that time engaged in a ſeparate tr caty, it in which the latte: 
power was in a condition to make to many flattering offers 
in relation to Germany, that he might well have dreaded 
the withdrawing of that aſſiſtance which had hithe 
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his great ſupport againſt all attacks, and his final reſource 
in all his diſtreſſes. Perhaps he was well aſſured, that the 
faith of Great Britain was proof againſt every offer, however 
alluring; in fact it proved to be ſo; for in rejecting the 
German neutrality, which the French propoſed in the late 
negotiation, our country afforded as convincing a proof ot 
an unſhaken public faith, as any people had ever given tv 
their allies. 


However, whilſt this point remained in any degree of 


ſuſpence, it would have appeared natural, that the King Of 
Pruſſia ſhould make tome uncommon exertions to confirm 
the faith of his alles, as well as to put himfelf upon a more 
reſpectable footing at the enſuing congreſs. It is, notwith- 
ſtanding certain, that he conicnted himſelf with acting 
wholly upon the deienſive; a conduct, which perhaps hi 
circumitances had rendered abſolutely unavoidable. Prince 
Henry commanded an army in Saxony, which intrenched 
itſelt ſtrongly under Leipſic. Ml. Daun continued near 
Dreſden ; and theſe two armies did no more than watch 
each other during the campaign. The King was alſo in- 
trenched in a very Rong poſition in Upper Sileſia, not tar 
from Schweidnitz, wi. il the for treſſes in the lower part of 
that country were fled with ſuch garriſons, as put them 
out of the reach of any ſudden inſult. 
This potition was pointed out by the motions ang MIT 
rent deſigns of his enemies. The Ruſſian army was th; 
year, as weil as in the former, divided into two ak g bo- 
dies; one of which, led by Lottleben, directed its mar. lh. 
towards Pomerania: and the other under M. "on "pay 1 
tered into the Upper Sileſia, advancing towards Bret: 
Baron Laudohn entered that province in the part epnot:is 
to them, and they propoſed to unite their armies, in oi den 
to attack the e King, or to take Preflau or Schweidnit/ in I: 
preſence. The remarkable drouglit in the beginning of 
ſcaſon, which had greatly lowered the Oder, facilit ate 0 FR 
junction. The Ruſſians ſpread themſelves over all the oper 
| country of Sileſia; and exaced heavy con fry 
Aug. 1. tions. A body of them appeared before Brea 
and began to cannonade the town trom En. ba 
teries. Laudohn exerted the whole of his ſkill to draw t 
King from his poſt, and to engage him in a diſadvantage 
action. Sometimes he advanced, as if he meant to join the 
Ruſhans : ſometimes his motions indicated a deſign on 8 
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weidnitz; theſe attempts failing, he turned off and made a 
feint as if he propoſed to fall upon the Lower Sileſia, in 
hopes that he might at leaſt obhige the King of Pruſſia to 
detach and divide his forces; but the King continued im- 
moveable in his poſt. 

Whilſt theſe various movements were making with little 
effect, on the ſide of Sileſia, the other grand diviſion of the 
Ruſſians advanced without oppoſition into Pomerania; and 
it was expected that their proceedings would be attended 
with greater effect ſince the removal of Tottleben, and the 
appointment of general Romano to the command. 'Tot- 
tleben had been long ſuſpected, and, it is ſaid, at length 
convicted, of a ſecret correſpondence with the King of 
Pruſſia. The fituation of this Monarch obliged him to 
fight with every ſort of weapon; and Tottleben, a foldier 
of fortune, without any national attachment or particular 
allegiance, was a fit object for the King of Pruſſia's pecu- 
niary ſtratagems. He did not ſucceed ſo well in the attempts 
of the ſame kind which he is ſaid to have made upon Lau— 
dohn. Every circumſtance concurred to render the method 
of corruption leſs ſucceſsful in that quarter. 

Colberg, regularly beſieged, or cloſely ſtreightened every 
campaign, ſince the Ruſſians made themſelves maſters of the 
kingdom of Pruſſia, was now aſſaulted with greater and more 
determined force than ever. A ſtrong fleet, conſiſting of 
forty ſail of all kinds, blockaded it by ſea, whilſt the army of 
general Romanzow formed the ſiege by land. On the other 
hand, the place threatened a defence worthy of its former 
efforts. This city was from the beginning of the war of 
greater ſtrength than it had commonly been repreſented ; 
every attempt of the Ruſſians, by demonſtrating where 
any weakneſs lay, taught the Pruſſians, who were fully 
{enſible of its importance, in what part and in what man- 
ner it was neceſſary to add to its works; and they had 
omitted no opportunity. In addition to this defence, the 
Prince of Wurtenburg was ſtrongly intrenched under the 
cannon of the town, with a body of ſix or ſeven thouſand 
men. | ö 

The King of Pruſſia was extremely alarmed at th 
danger of this momentous poſt, the key of his dominions 
to the north, from the relief of which he was removed, 
and, as it were, chained down, at ſuch an immenſe diſ— 
tance. Though Laudohn and Butturlin found abundant 

Eee employment 
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employment tor his forces, he reſolved to ſend a conſider- 
able detachment under general Platen to the aſſiſtance of 
Colberg. The fertility of his genius propoſed two ends 
from this ſingle expedient. He ordered Platen to direct his 

march through Poland, and to deſtroy the Ruſſian maga- 
Zines, which had been amaſſed on the frontiers of that king- 
dom, and from which their army in Sileſia drew 1ts whole 
ſubſiſtence. This ſervice, might, he hoped, be performed 
without any conſiderable interruption to the progreſs of the 
detachment towards Colberg. The event was entirely 
anſwerable to his wiſhes. General Platen ruined three 
principal magazines of the enemy. He attacked a great 
convoy ol their waggons ; deſtroyed 500, and burned or 
diſperſed the proviſions they carricd. Four thouſand men 
who protected this convoy, were, for the greater part, killed 
or made priſoners. General Platen, after this uſeful and 
brilliant exploit, purſued his march with the utmoſt diligence 
to Pomerania. 

Intelligence of this blow was no fooner received by the 
Ruſſians in Sileſia, than they were ſtruck with the utmoſt 


conſternation. They had lately effected one of 


Aug. 25. their purpoſes by their junction with the Auſtri- 

ans; but this ſtroke compelled them at once to 
lever this union, ſo lately and with ſuch difficulty compaſſed, 
to drop all their deſigns upon Breſlau, to repaſs the Oder, 
and to retire without delay into Poland, left their remaining 
magazines ſhould ſhare the ſame tate with the three above- 
mentioned, and their tuture ſubſiſtence be thereby rendered 
wholly precarious. 

80 unfortunately circumſtanced were the affairs of the 
King of Pruſſia, that his wiſeſt ſchemes and happieſt ſuc- 
ceſſes could hardly anſwer any other end than to vary the 
ſcene of his diſtreſs. The ſtorm which had been diverted 
from Sileſia by general Platen's expedition, was only remov- 
ed from thence to be diſcharged with irreſiſtible fury on 
Colberg. The Rufhans, when they ſaw that the meaſures 
the king had taken, rendered the completion ot both their 
deſigns impracticable, reſolved at all adventures to ſecure 
one of them. Colberg was the object of their choice, not 
only as the place furtheſt from ſuccour but as the poſſeſſion 
ot it would be an advantage fitteſt for anſwering thoſe ends 
which were more nearly and properly Ruſſian. M. Buttur- 


lin, therefore, as ſoon as he had eſtabliſhed his convoys, di- 
rected 
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rected his courſe towards Pomerania, and being maſter of 
Lanſperg, he ſent detachments from thence, that cruelly 
waſted all the adjoining Marche of Brandenburg, without 
at the ſame time diverting himfelt by theſe ravages from his 
main intention, 

A force of Ruſhans was by this time aſſembled in Pome- 
rania, to which it was impoſſible for the king of Pruſſia to 
oppoſe any thing that was in any degree able to contend 
with them in the field ; of courſe he could not promite 
himſelf that immediate raiſing the ſiege could be the effect 
of theſe ſuccours. All he could do was to fend another de- 
tachment to that part, under general Knoblock ; and hoped 
that by the union of theſe ſeveral ſmall corps, and by their 
intercepting or at Jeatt diſtreſſ ng the Ruſſian convoys ot 
proviſion, the PIace might he enabled to hold out, until tlic 
ſevere ſetting in of winter ſhould render the operations of a 
ſiege impracticable. 

He was providing in this manner, and Tudving new me- 
thods for the relief of Colberg, to the danger of which place 
his whole attention was drawn, when an event happened 
juſt by him, and, as it were, under his eve, almoſt as dif- 
treſling as the taking of Colber: S Wou! 0 have proved, and o 
much the more diſt: reſſing, as it was entirely une xpected. 

On the retreat of the Ruſſians under But turlin, the king 
of Pruſſia imagined himſelf at liberty. He found a want of 
proviſions in his ſtrong camp near el N eidnit /, and to be 
the more eaſily {upplied, he approache d nearer to the Oder. 
He was ſo little in ay of the enemy, that en maß ing this 
movement he drafted 4000 men from the garrtifon of Sch. 
weidnitz, : he Dane that the prepa: atiens neceotliry 10 3 
ſiege would give him ſufficient notice „and {uflicicn leiture 
to provide "A the latety of that important place, from which 


alter all, he Ia. * moved itt (-4-VET1 {15341} 141 nee. au— 
dohn, who through the whole campaten bad wiicked the 
king With a mo! diligent an NC AGiratirnn | 1 91504 
hitherto had found no part open and ung unt houg hit in 
this inſtant he perceived an advantare. It was indeed an 
advantage which would never have appeared 23 tuck, bu! 
0 a general as resolute as fa gacious He -relolved to 
tempt this ſtrong place, by a coup d m Ou the ri 


October at three in the morning th | dau began. 
attack was made at the [ame time on all the oy HC OUME WM. 
which the oops, ordered on this unportam enterprie aß 
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proached with ſo much precaution, that they were not per- 
ceived by the garriſon. They ſcaled all the four at the ſame 
time; and the troops which defended them had ſcarce time 
to fire a few cannon ſhot. On the ſide of the aſſailants, 
not a gun was diſcharged : but in one of thoſe out-works 
the fire of the ſmall arms 1ct fire to a powder magazine, 
which blew up, and on this occaſion abet zoo of the Au- 
ſtrians, and about the ſame number of the Pruſſians were 
killed. As ſoon as the out-works were carried, they pre- 
pared to aſſault the bod of the place, which they entered 
by burſting open the gates, and at day-break they found 
themſelves maſters of the cown, after firing a few ſhot. 
Five battalions, making about 3006 men, and Feutcnant- 
general Zaſtrow, governor of the fortreſs, were made pri- 
toners. The conquerors found here a great number of can- 
non, and a large magazine of meal. "Their loſs in the whole 
of this bold and fortunate undertaking amounted, by their 
accounts, to no more than 600 men. 

In a manner ſo unexpected, and conſidering the nature of 
the fortifications, ſo unprecedented, Schweidnitz fell for a 
ſecond time in this war into the hands of the Auſtrians; 
and that city, which in the year 1758 had coſt the Pruſſians 
a blockade of ſome months, and a ſiege of thirteen days 
open trenches to recover it, was again loſt in a few hours, 
and with a very inconſiderable damage to thoſe who under- 
took this daring enterprize. 

The king of Pruſſia felt this grievous blow to the quick. 
By their poſſeſſion ot Schweidnitz he ſaw the Auſtrians en- 
abled to winter in Sileſia; he faw that whilſt they held this 
place, he could poſſibly make no motion tor the relief of an 
other part of his dominions, without expoſing Breſlau, and 
along with it the whole of Upper Sileſia, to a certain and 
Irrecoverable conqueſt. In the firit agitations produced by 
ſo extraordinary and affeding a diſafter, he was diſpoled to 
attribute this misfortune to the treachery of the governor, 
but he was too generous to harbour ſuch a ſuſpicion, for 
any time, againſt an officer who had hitherto ſerved him 
with fidelity, and who might have been ſurprized with an 
attack of ſo uncommon a nature, and which the king him- 
ſelf had as little ſuſpected as the governor. He immediate- 
ly recovered his temper, aud ſaid with a ſmile, “ It is a fa- 
« tal blow; we muſt endeavour to remedy it.” He wrote 
to general Zaſtrow, who commanded there, We may 
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* now ſay, What Francis I. of France wrote to his mother 
«« after the battle of Pavia, We have loft all except our Ho- 
*« nour. As I cannot comprehend what hath happened to 
« you, I ſhall ſuſpend my judgment; the thing is very 
« extraordinary.” 

Schweidnitz was loſt ſuddenly ; but Colberg made a moſt 
obſtinate and noble defence. At length, however, the gar- 
riſon began to be ſorely diſtreſſed for proviſions. General 
Platen quitted the in renchments, which he had maintained 
in conjunction with the prince of Wurtenburg, in order to 
cover the reinforcements, which the numerous and ſtrong 
detachments of the Ruſſians, who overſpread the whole 
country, had hitherto kept at a diſtance. But he had the 
misfortune to meet an infinitely ſuperior body of the ene- 
my, to be beaten, and to loſe part of his convoy ; and it 
was with difficulty he eſcaped with the remainder to 
Stettin. 

The other (general Knoblock) had eſtabliſhed himſelf at 
Treptow, which was to ſerve as a reſting place for the con- 
voys; but as general Platen had been repulſed, in the man- 
ner we have juſt ſeen, Romanzow advanced with a large 
force to Treptow. Knoblock, hopeleſs of aſſiſtance in a 
town which had ſcarcely any walls, and inveſted by a body 
ſo vaſtly ſuperior, yet made a vigorous and gallant defence 
for five days; he was at length compelled to ſurrender him- 
ſelf and his body of about 2000 men priſoners of war. 

Theſe ſucceſſive diſaſters were occaſioned by the neceſ- 
ſity there was for revictualling Colberg, coſt what it 
would, for that end, of diſperſing the Pruſhan troops in the 
face of a Rufſian army of 50,000 men. The revictualling 
in theſe circumſtances could not be effected without a ſin— 
gular piece of good fortune; and, in order to get into the 
way of this good fortune, every riſque was to be run, 

Theſe advantages over Platen and Knoblock raiſed the 
ſpirits of the Ruſſians, and enabled them to contend with 
the extreme rigour of the ſeaſon in that northern latitude z 
they puſhed the ſiege with redoubled efforts. All hope of 
a ſupply from the land was abſolutely at an end; and though 
the Ruſhan fleet had been by a violent ſtorm driven off the 
coaſt, the ſuccour from the ſea was too precarious to be 
depended on. In this deſperate ſituation the prince of Wur- 
tenhurg became apprehenſive, leſt his army, which had 
been unable to relieve the town, by delaying any longer 

under 
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under its walls would only ſhare its fate, and that famine 
might alſo oblige him to ſurrender. Ie therefore reſolved, 
whilſt his men retained their vigour, to break through a 
part of the Ruſſian army, and to leave Colberg to make the 
beſt terms its circumſtances would admit. T his deſign he 
a-compliſhed happily, and with little or no loſs. 
And now Colberg, hopeleſs of all relief, the 

Dec. 16th. garriſon exhauſted, proviſion low, the fortifica- 

tions in many places battered to pieces, after a 
long ſiege of near ſix months, ſurrendered to the Ruſſians. 
The governor and the garriſon were made priſoners of war. 
This place was defended by the gallant Heyde, who to 
this time had maintained it ſucceſsfully againſt all the efforts 
of the Ruſſians during the war; and as he was diſtinguiſhed 
by the king his maſter, for his merit in the ſucceſsful de- 
fence of it, he had likewiſe as full aſſurances of his favours 
after having on the late occaſion conducted himſelf with 
his former bravery, though it was not with the former good 
fortune. 

The loſs of two ſuch places as Schweidnitz, and Colberg, 
at the two extremities of his dominions, was deciſive 
againſt the king of Pruſſia. It was now impoſſible for him 
to make any movement by which the enemy could not pro- 
fit to his almoſt certain deſtruction. To form ſieges, wich 
an army like his, interior in the field, was impoſſible. The 
Ruſſians, by poſſeſſing Colberg, poſſeſſed every thing. They 
were maſters of the Baltic; and they now acquired a port, 
by which their armies could be well provided, without the 
neceſſity of tedious, uncertain, and expenſive convoys from 
Poland. The road lay almoſt open into the heart of Bran- 
Genburg, Stetin alone ſtood in their way; but it was oh- 

ious that nothing but the advanced ſeaſon could jave Stetin 
from the fate of Colberg. The Ruſſians, now for the 
firſt time, took up their winter quarters in Pomerania. 

It is remarkable, that this whole vear paſted without a 
regular battle between the king of Pruſſia and any of his 
enemies, yet none of the moſt unfortunate of his campai uLns 
had been ſo ruinous to him. He had ſuffered tour terrible 
defeats, without having ballanced them with a fingle ad- 
vantage of conſequence in the campaign of 1759. Yet in 
theſe circumſtances it is alſmeſt incredible how little } 
really loſt. He was able to take the feld again the enſuing 
year in a very reſpectable manner, and to make head 


1761. The HisTory of the WAX. 407 


againſt his enemies. In that year he loſt a whole army 
near Landſhut ; fill he was far from being broken. At- 
terwards in that ſame campaign, he gave nis enemies two 
ſignal defeats, and ended his operations advantageouſly, and 
with great glory. But in the year, of which we now write, 
without ſuffering any conſiderable blow in the fieid, without 
any ſtriking efforts on any fide, his power has gradually 
crumbled away. The moſt calamitous defeats could not 
ſink him lower. And in the fituation in which he ſtood 

after the taking of Colberg, we may fately ſay, that there 
was ſcarcely a pollibility that he could be preſerved from 
deſtruction by any thing that lay within the reach of human 
endeavours, 


HAF. VII. 


The negotiation reſumed. French conceſſions. Difference 
concerning the German alliance. Difference concerning 
the captures antecedent to the declaration of war, Treaty 


breaks off. Meſſieurs Stanley and Buſſy recalled. 


FTER having been fo long detained on the theatre 

of war, it is time we ſhould return to take a view of 
the negotiation for putting an end to the miſeries it occa- 
ſtoned. In reality the view, even ot this ſcene, was very 
gloomy and unpromiſing. The confidence and good hu- 
mour of the two courts being ſubverted, all that followed 
was rather an altercation than a treaty. It is true, that pa- 
pers paſſed backward and forward; and the pretenſion: of 
each party, the points they agreed to cede, and thoſe which 
they were determined to adhere to, grew more diſtinct and 
explicit. But all that cordiality was vaniſhed, which is ſo 
neceſſary towards ſmoothing and clearing a road, wa ich 2 
long hoſtility had broken up, and fo many intricate topics 
had contributed to embarrals. 

Without involving ourſelves in the detail of the teveral 
memorials which were delivered in and without referring 
numerically to the ſeveral articles, it will be ſufficient that 
we briefly ſtate thoſe points which were, cr feemed to be, 
in a fair way of adjuſtment between England and France; 
and afterwards thoſe on which it thould appear that the ne. 
negotiation broke off, 

After ſome diſcuſſions concerning its proper limits, it was 
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agreed, that all Canada ſhould be ceded to the Engliſh. 


This ceſſion comprehended, on one fide, all the iſlands and 
countries adjoining to the gulph of St. Lawrence. On the 
other, it took in all the great lakes, and the whole courſe of 
the Ohio, to its diſcharge into the Miſſiſippi. A territory 
ſufficient for the bafis of a great empire. 

In drawing this line of diviſion, another queſtion aroſe 
concerning the bounds of Louiſiana, and the ſtate of the 
intermediate Indian nation between the lakes and the Miſ- 
ſiſippi, who inhabit, or are rather ſcattered over an immenſe 
country, that lies along the back of our colonies all the way 
from Penſylvania to Georgia. It was therefore very proper 
that ſomething definitive ſhould be ſettled on this article, 
as it might otherwiſe eaſily be made productive of a new 
war. England propoſed that all thoſe nations ſhould con- 
tinue, as ſhe contended they had heretofore been, under the 
protection of Great Britain, without ſaying any thing pre- 
ciſe as to the dominion of the ſol. 

France controverted this propoſition ; ſhe on her part 
propoſed to divide theſe nations; that thoſe to the north- 
ward of the line drawn to aſcertain the limits of Canada 
ſhould be independent, under the protection of England, but 
that thoſe, which were to the ſouthward, ſhould enjoy the 
ſame independence, under the protection of France, No- 
thing was perfectly ſettled in relation to this point; but it 
does not ſeem as if there could have been any material diſ- 
agreement upon it had the other matters in debate been ad- 
juſted to their mutual ſatisfaction. 

'The African conteſt ſeemed to have been attended with 
ſtill leſs difficulty. The French conſented to give up both 
Senegal and Goree, provided Anamaboo and Acra were 
guarantied to them. | 

The momentous queſtion of the fiſhery was likewiſe de- 
termined. The French gave up their claim to Cape Bre- 
ton and St. John's, and were ſatisſied to receive the little 
iſland of St. Pierre on the coaſt of Newfoundland; but even 
this they were to receive on conditions ſufficiently humili- 
ating. They were to erect no fort of fortification, nor to 
keep up any military eſtabliſhment there. An Engliſh com- 
miſſary was to reſide on the 1iland, in order to ſee that theſe 
ſtipulations were adhered to. As to the reſt, the French 
were to have the ſame privileges on the coaſt of Newfound- 
land, checked with the ſame reſtrictions, which before the 

war 
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war they had enjoyed under the 15th article of the treaty of 
Utrecht. In contormity to another article of that treaty, 
and in compenſation for the privilege of the fiſhery, they 
conſented that Dunkirk ſhould be demoliſhed. 

Concerning the iſlands of Guadaloupe, Marigalante, Mi- 
norca, and Belleifle, no great controverſy had ſubſiſted 
from the beginning. It had all along been agreed, that 
theſe conqueſts ſhould be reciprocally reſtored. Neither did 
the French ſcruple to adopt our propoſal concerning the 
affairs of the Eaſt Indies, nor to make ſatisfactory declara- 
tions concerning Oſtend and Nieuport. 

So many delicate and intereſting points were ſettled, that 
it does not at firſt appear what it was that could have re- 
tarded the peace. A diſcuſſion of the ſeparate intereſts of 
two powers only, that are in earneſt to agree, may be ſet- 
tled without any very conſiderable difficulty. The hard 
and almoſt inextricable part of the knot, is that wherein the 
croſs concerns and intereſts of allies intervene. There were 
two points upon which, if we may form a judgment from 
appearances, this negotiation unfortunately broke off. The 
firſt was upon the manner in which England and France 
might be at liberty to aſſiſt their reſpective allies; and on 
the reſtitution of Weſel, Gueldres, and ſuch other places 
as the French had conquered from his Pruſſian majeſty. 

On the firſt member of this principal point, the repeated 
propoſals of France for a neutrality in Germany had been 
unitormly and poſitively rejected by our adminiſtration. 
They were conſidered as ſo many attacks upon national 
integrity. This ſcheme, therefore, not being admitted, 
they would or could come to no agreement, and ſcarely 
to an intelligible explanation either of the mode or the 
quantity of the aſſiſtance which they ſhould be at li- 
berty mutually to impart to their German allies, or of 
the place in which ſuch ſuccours ſhould be employed. As 
to Weſel and Gueldres, the French obſtinately refuſed to 
reitore thoſe places. They declared that ſuch a ceſſion 
would be directly againſt the faith by which they were bound 
io the empreſs queen of Hungary, for whom they inſiſted 
that theſe places had been conquered, and in whoſe name 
alone they were governed, though they had been reduced 
by the French arms, and were at that moment held by 
French garriſons. 

sto the ſecond point, namely, the reſtitution of cap- 
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tures made previous to the declaration of war, the negoti— 
ating powers were equally poſitive, the one to demand, the 
other to refuſe it. 'The Engliſn argued that this claim had 
no ſort of foundation in the law of nations, neither was it 
grounded on any particular convention. 'That the right of 
all hoſtile operations reſults, not from a formal declaration 
of war but from the hoſtilities which the aggreſſor has firſt 
offered; that the contrary of this propoſition is at leaſt ex- 
tremely conteſtible; and ſince it can by no means be clearly 
eſtabliſhed, it follows that the detainment of thoſe captures 
muſt be conſidered, on the ſide of England, as part of the 
uti poſſidetis, originally propoſed as the baſis of this treaty. 

France, on the other hand, ſeemed as fully convinced of 
the juſtice of her pretenſions, and ſhe deemed the arguments 
with which ſhe ſupported them to be ſo unanſwerable, that 
ſhe offered to ſubmit them to the juſtice of the Engliſh tri- 
bunals. They urged that this claim of reſtitution was 
founded on the law of nations, and upon particular conven- 
tion; by the 19th article of the peace of Utrecht; and by 
the ſecond article of the treaty of commerce; and that this 
was ſtrengthened by the third article of the treaty of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, which renews and confirms thoſe articles in the 
preceding treaties. | 

By theſe articles a protection is allowed to the reſpective 
ſubjects who may have ſhips in the ports of either of thc 
powers, becauſe having no opportunity of knowing that a 
rupture is fallen out, they ſailed under a ſecurity of peace, 
and under the faith of treaties. By a parity of reaſoning, 
the ſhips not actually in thoſe ports ought to enjoy the ſame 
ſecurity; elſe, as they are included in the ſame parity of cir- 
cumſtances, it would follow, contrary to the principals of 


humanity and right reaſon, that the ſovereigns had provided 


for the preſervation of one part of their ſubjects from the 
miſeries of a ſudden rupture, to which they expoſe the reſt. 
The particular conventions of theſe treaties, they ſaid, had 
their foundation in general equity and the law of nations; 
ſince, as it is impracticable for belligerent ſtates to agree 
amongſt themſelves which is the agreſſor, it is proper that 
the ſubjects ſhould receive previous notice of the rupture, 
in order that they may be able diſtinctly to know when they 
are, or are not in ſecurity, or when they may, or may not 
rely on the treaties which ſubſiſt between their ſovereigns. 

Theſe topics were as uſual, bandied to and fro with great 
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heat and little effect; and as in ſuch diſcuſſions the arguments 
on both ſides are plauſible, and there can be no authoriſed 
judge, the weight of the ſeveral pretenſions commonly de- 
pends upon the power of the parties to enforce them. On 
theſe two points, therefore, the renunciation of German 
alliances, and the reſtitution of captures, the negotiation 
from the beginning was at a ſtand ; and on theſe at length 
to all appearance, it finally broke off. 

Not but we are fully ſatisfied that the diſagreement even 
on theſe points might have been only the oſtenſible cauſe of 
the rupture. "The true cauſe of the breach ſeems to have 
been the unſeaſonable interpoſition of the Spaniſh claims. 
For could France be ſuppoſed in good earneſt to deſire 
peace, that is, to deſire ſuch a reaſonable peace, as her 
circumſtances might demand, when ſhe officiouſly min- 
gled with our particular debate, the affairs of a foreign 
and neutral power, which had not the ſmalleſt connection 
with thoſe that were at this time properly under delibera- 
tion? It was ridiculous to urge, that this was done from a 
prudent foreſight, and to prevent a future war, which theſe 
diſputes might poſſibly occaſion. The buſineſs was to put 
an end to the war which then actually ſubſiſted ; and no- 
thing could be farther from aſſiſting this deſign than to in- 
creaſe the ſubjects of debate. France muſt be ſenſible of 
the weight of this argument, who nerſelt propoſed in the 
very beginning of this treaty, as means almoſt neceſſary for 
carrying it on with effect, that their particular diſpute ſhould 
be ſeparated from thoſe of their German allies, with which 
it certainly had a more natural connexion than with thoſe 
that ſubſiſted between England and Spain ; as all the former 
parties were then engaged directly or indirectly in the war, to 
which Spain had then no manner of relation. 

The Engliſh miniſtry finding the French immoveable on 
the two capital points above mentioned, and having no opi- 
nion of the ſincerity of their procedure, ſent directions to 
Mr. Stanley to return to England, and to de— 
fire that Mr. Bully ſhould on the part of his 20th Sept. 
court, receive the ſame orders. An end was thus 
put to this negotiation, (from which Europe had conceived 
ſuch ſanguine hopes of the alleviation of its miſeries) after 
it had continued near ſix months. So far indeed was it from 
producing the happy effects that were propoſed from it, fo 
tar was it from appeaſing the animoſitics af the powers ori 
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ginally engaged, or from extinguiſhing the old war, that 
the parties ſeparated with intentions more hoſtile, and op). 
nions more adverſe than ever; and the war was ſoon ſpread 
to a much greater extent by the taking in of a new party, 
and may poſſibly ſpread, ſtill more widely, by laying open 
new ſources of contention which may gradually draw in 
other powers, and finally involve every part of Europe. I. 
was alſo a means of producing changes in England, which 
at a time of leſs tranquillity, and in circumſtances of less 
internal ſtrength, might have been productive of the mo? 
fatal conſequences. But theſe matters are reſerved tor th: 
ſubject of the enſuing chapter. 

The leading negotiation in London and Paris being thus 
broken off, that which was propoſed at Augſhurg never 
took place. 


CHA ©. NIH. 

Conduct of Spain during the negotiation. Spaniſh miniſter”; 
memorial. Treaty between France and Spain. Difſcr- 
ence in the Engliſh miniſtry. Mr. Pitt refigns. Mr. Pitt”, 
letter. Diſpute concerning the reſignation. Addreſſes. 
Parliament meets. The German war continued. 


A nothing could have been more unprecedented, ſo no- 
thing was more alarming than the procceding of the 
court of Spain in the negotiation. It was altogether extra- 
ordinary to ſee a propoſal for accommodating diſputes that 
ſubſiſted between friends, coming thro? the channel of an 
enemy. It was extremely ſingular to fee points of ſuch 
conſequence formally communicated and propoſed for de- 
liberation by a French agent, commiſſioned only to nego- 
tiate a particular and diſtinct buſineſs, when the Spaniard: 
had an ambaſſador reſiding in London, from whom no fort 
of intimation had been previouſly received of ſuch a deſign. 
That propoſal not only marked out a want of ſincerity 
on the part of France, but it manifeſted ſo ſtrange and ir- 
regular a partiality on the part of Spain, that it would very 
little have become the dignity of the king of Great Britain, 
or his attention to the ſafety of his ſubjects, to let it pat: 
without a full and ſatisfactory explanation. Accordingly 
the Spaniſh ambaſſador was called upon to diſavow this ir- 
regular procedure; but he returned a verbal, and ſoon after 
was authoriſed by his court to return a written anſwer, in 
which 
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which he openly avowed and juſtified the rep. taken by the 
French agent, as entirely agreeable to the {entiments of his 
maſter. He declared that the kings of France and Spain 
were united not only by ties of blood, but by a mutual in- 
tereſt. He applauded the humanity and gre atveſs af mind 
which his moſt Chriſtian maſeſty demonſtrated in the pro- 
poſition that was complained of. He inſiſted much on the 
ſincere deſire of peace, the only motive which inſtuenced 
the conduct of the two monarchs; and he added, haughtily, 
that if his maſter had been governed by any other princi- 
pies, « His Catholic majeſty giving full ſe an to his great 
«© neis, would have ſpoken from himſelf, and as became 
“ his dignity.” 

It appeared evidently from the whole of this paper, that 
the court of Spain was regularly, as a fort of party, ap- 
priſed of every ſtep that was taken in the negotiation; that 
her judgment was appealed to upon every point, and her 
authority called in aid to force the acceptance of the terms 
which were offered by France; in a word, that there was 
a perfect union of affections, intereſts, and councils between 
theſe two courts; and the miniſter of the former, ſo far 
from denying or palliating this conduct, ſeemed to glory 
init. 

Mr. Pitt who then took the lead in the miniſtry, was 
fully ſatisfied the intentions of Spain were by no means 
equivocal, and that this partiality, which they ſtrong- 
ly avowed not only by declarations, but by facts, would 
drive them into all the meaſures of France. That a 
war on that account was abſolutely inevitable; and 
it, for the preſent moment, the Spaniards rather delayed 
their declaration of war, than laid aſide their hoitile inten— 
tions, it was in order to ſtrike the blow at their own time, 
and with the greater effect; that therefore their reaſons for 
delaying to act were the very motives, which ought to in- 
duce us to act with the utmoſt ſpeed, and utmoſt vigour. 
That we ought to conſider the evalions of that court as a 
retulal of ſatisfaction, and that refuſal, as a declaration of 
war. That we ought from prudenre as well as from 
ſpirit to ſecure ourſelves the ſirſt blow; and to be practically 
convinced, that the early and eee meaſures, which had 
ſo large a ſhare in reducing France to this dependence upon 

Spain, would alſo be the fitteſt for deterring or diſabling 
Spain from affording any protection to France. That, to 


carry 
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carry on this war with vigour, it was only neceſſary to con- 
tinue our preſent efforts; no new armament would be ne- 
ceſſary; and that if any war could provide its own reſources, 
it muſt be a war with Spain. That their flota had not yet 
arrived, and that the taking of it, would at once difable theirs 
and ſtrengthen our hands. This procedure ſo fuited to. the 
dignity ot the nation, and the inſults it had received, would 
bu a leſſon to Spain, and to every other power, how they 
ſhould preſume to dictate in our affairs, and to intermeddle 
with a menacing mediation, and an officiouſneſs as inſidious 
as it was audacious. That he would allow our enemies, 
whether ſecret or declared, no time to think and recollect 
themſelves. 

Theſe ſentiments, ſo agreeable to the reſolute and en- 
terpriſing character of this miniſter, appeared ſhocking to 
almoſt all the reſt of his collegues. They admitted that we 
ought not to be terrified from the aſſertions of our juſt de- 
mands, by the menaces of any power. They owned that 
Spain had taken a very extraordinary and very unjuſtifiable 
ſtep; but that we ought to admit and even to wiſh for, an 
explanation; this court upon a ſober yet ſpirited remon- 
ſtrance, might recall that raſh propoſition into which they 
had been perhaps unwarily ſeduced by the artifices of 
France; that to ſhun war upon a juſt occaſion was coward- 
ice, but to provoke or court it was madneſs. And, if to 
court a war was not in general a very wiſe meaſure, to de- 
fire it with Spain, if poſſibly it could be avoided, was to 
overturn the moſt fudamental principles of the policy of 
both nations. That this defire of adding war to war, and 
enemy to enemy, whilſt we had our hands already as full as 
they could hold, and whilſt all our faculties were {trained to 
the utmoſt pitch, was ill to calculate the national ſtrength 
of our country, which, however great, had its limits, and 
was not able to contend with all the world; that whilſt we 
were calling for new enemies, no mention was made of new 
allies, nor indeed of any newreſource whatſoever. To plunge 
into ſuch meaſures, in the manner propoſed, and upon 
no better grounds, could not fail to ſcandalize and alarm all 
Europe; and we could poſſibly derive no advantage from 
this precipitate conduct, which would not be more than 
counter-balanced by the jealouſy and terror it would neceſ- 
ſarily create in every nation near us. As to the ſeizure of 
the flota, it was not to be reckoned upon, as at the very 
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time of that deliberation it might be expected to be ſafe in 
its harbour; and perhaps if we could ſucceed in ſeizing it, 
we might perform a ſervice not very agreeable to neutral 
nations, and as little advantageous to our own commerce. 
If Spain, blind to her true intereſts, and mifled by French 
councils, ſhould give in a more deciſive manner into the 
deſigns of that court, and obſtinately refuſe a reaſonable ſa- 
tisfaction, it would be then the true time to declare war, 
when all the neighbouring and impartial powers were con- 
vinced that we acted with as much temper as reſolution, 
and when every thinking man at home ſhould be ſatisfied 
that he was not hurried into the hazards and expences of 
war, from an idea of chimerical heroiſm, but from 1nevi- 
table neceſſity ; and that in ſuch a caſe we might depend 
upon the utmoſt ſupport which the nation could give to an 
adminiſtration that depended upon its ſtrength, and yet 
dreaded to waſte it wantonly, or to employ it unjuſtly. The 
miniſter warmed by this oppoſition, declared that,“ This 


Vas the time for humbling the whole Houſe of Bourbon; 


« thatif this opportunity was let flip, it might never be 
c recovered; and if he could not prevail in this inſtance, 
<< he was reſolved that this was the laſt time he would fit 
in that council. He thanked the miniſters of the late 
« king for their ſupport; ſaid he was himſelf called to the 
* mimitry by the voice of the people, to whom he conſi— 
cc dered himſelf as accountable for his conduct; and that 
he would no longer remain in a ſituation which made him 
„ reſponſible for meaſures he was no longer allowed to 

guide.“ | 
'The noble lord, who preſided in this council, to whom 
years heve added the wiſdom of experience, without abat- 
ing the vigour and fire of youth; and who was himſelf as 
bold a miniſter as ever directed the affairs of this nation, 
made him this reply: „I find the gentleman is determined 
„to leave us, nor can I ſay I am ſorry for it, ſince he 
would otherwiſe have certainly compelled us to leave 
« him; but, if he be reſolved to aſſume the right of ad- 
“ viſing his majeſty, and directing the operations of the 
war, to what purpoſes are we called to this council? 
When he talks of being reſponſible to the people, he 
talks the language of the houſe of commons, and for- 
gets, that at this board, he is only reſponſible to the 
king, However, though he may poſſibly have convinced 
| & hjmicl; 
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& himſelf of his infallibility, ſtill it remains that we ſhould 
« beequally convinced before we can reſign our underſtand- 
„ing to his direction, or join with him in the meaſure he 
% propoſes.” a} 

On the diviſion, the miniſter himſelf, and a noble lord 
cloſely connected with him, were the only voices in favour 
ot the immediate declaration of war; the reſt of the board 
were unanimoufly againit it. 

'Fhe reader will obſcrve that together with thoſe matters, 
which have been publiſhed, relative to this very important 
deliberation, with ſome appearance of authenticity, we 
have added ſuch arguments as have becn agitated among 
the people; a liberty necellary to place the matter in its 
full light. 

Mr. Pitt and lord Temple, adhering to their firſt opinion, 
and having delivered their reaſons in writing, reſigned their 
employments. This refignation ſeemed equal to a revolu— 
tion in the ſtate. An univerſal alarm was ſpread; a thou- 
ſan: rumours flew abroad, and the firſt ſuggeſtions were, 
that this great miniſter, endeavouring to avail himlelt by kis 
firmneſs in negotiation of the advantages he had acquired 


by 


(a) This ſpeech has been ſince diſcovered to be one amongſt 
the number of contrivances that were formed and publiſhed by 
the oppoſite party to prejudice Mr. Pitt in the eyes of the public; 
for after Mr. Pitt and lord Temple had taken their leaves at the 
third and laſt council ſummoned to deliberate on the conduct o-! 
Spain, the late earl Granville, then lord preſident of the council. 
roſe up to ſpeak, expreſſing a very high opinion of Mr. Pitt's wit- 
tom, penetration, abilities, honour and integrity, and in a very 
particular, and emphatical manner, ſpoke of the innumerable and 
ilmo!t inſurmountable difhculties, which Mr. Pitt and lord Temple 
had to ſtruggle with; theſe, he ſaid, were the ſentiments he then 
Jelivered,and in juſtice to himſelf, ſeveral times declared, that the 
fpeech ſent abroad, (as ſpoke by him on that occaſion) was no 
other than a vile forgery, calculated to ſerve a purpoſe as baſe as 
it was ungrateful. It may not be improper to detect another in- 
lance of their baſe conduct, propagated with no leſs avidity ; that 
Mr. Piit in his heart was not an ememy to penſions, “ witneſs his 
letter to a noble duke ſolliciting his grace's intereſt, with his 
late majeſty for a penſion:“ By the noble duke is meant the 
duke of Newcaſtle, who, on all occaſions publicly declared, he 
never had received any ſuch letter. 

Review of Lord Bute's Adminiſtration, 
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by his vigour in war, was oppoſed by the whole council» 
who were reſolved to have a peace at any rate, and that 
this oppoſition had driven him to reſign the ſeals. But the 
true cauſe of the reſignation very ſoon came out; and on 
this point a violent conflict enſued, in which the popular 
cauſe was worle ſuſtained, and the miniſterial better, (that 
is, with greater effect) than is uſual in ſuch diſcuſſions, 
Some circumſtances contributed not a little to this ſucceſs. 

When Mr. Pitt reſigned the ſeals, the great perſon to 
whom they were delivered received them with eaſe and 
firmneſs, without requeſting that he ſhould reſume his of- 
fice. His majeſty expreſſed his concern for the loſs of ſo 
able a ſervant; and to ſhew the favourable ſenſe he enter- 
tained of his ſervices, he made him a moſt gracious and un-- 
limited offer of any rewards in the power of the crown to 
beſtow. His majeſty at the ſame time expreſſed himſelf 


not only ſatisfied with the opinion of the majority of his 


council, but declarcd he would have found himſelf under 
the greateſt difficulty how to have ated, had that council 
concurred as fully in ſupporting the meaſure propoſed by 
Mr. Pitt, as they had done in rejeCting it. A ſentiment 
(in the light in which his majeſty conſidered this meaſure) 
grounded upon the firmeſt principles of integrity and ho- 
nour, and which muſt raiſe the higheſt veneration tor his 
royal character not only among his own ſubjects, but 
amongſt all nations, when they ſee a power which has ſo 
little to fear from any human effort, ſo very feartul of the 
leaſt infringement of the ſtricteſt and moſt critical rules of 
juſtice. 

Mr. Pitt was ſenſibly touched with the grandeur and 
condeſcenſion of this proceeding. I confeſs, Sir, I had 
but too much reaſon to expect your majeſty's diſpleaſure. 
I did not come prepared for this exceeding goodneſs. Par- 
don me, Sir, it overpowers, it oppreſſes me.“ He burſt 
into tears. 

We are far from an attempt to add any colouring to ſo 
exquiſitely affecting a pidture. We are indeed far from be- 
ing able to do juſtice to perhaps one of the moſt pathetic 
and elevated ſcenes which could poſſibly be diſplayed, the 
parting of ſuch a prince, and ſuch a miniſter, 

The next day a penſn of three thouſand pounds a year 
was ſettled on Mr. Pitt for three lives, and at the ſame time 
a title was conferred upon his lady and her iſſue; a penſion 
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the beſt beſtowed, and a nobility the moſt honourahly ac- 
quired, and moſt truly merited. Immediately the Gazette 
gave notice to the public of all theſe tranſactions. The re- 
ſignation made the firſt article; the honours and reward; 
the next ; and they were followed by a letter from our am- 
baſſador in Spain, containing an account of the favourable 
and pacific language of that court, and of the ſtrong aſſu- 
rances they gave of a defire to accommodate all differences in 
an amicable manner. | 

It muſt be owned that this manœuvre was very ſkiltully 
executed. For it at once gave the people to underſtand 
the true motive to the reſignation; the inſufficiency of that 
motive, and the graciouſneſs of the king notwithſtanding 
the abrupt departure of his miniſter. It after this the late 
miniſter ſhould chuſe to enter into oppoſition, he muſt go 
into it loaded and oppreſſed with the imputation of the 
blackeſt ingratitude : if on the other hand he ſhould retire 
from buſineſs, or ſhould concur in {upport of that admini{- 
tration which he had left, becauſe he diſapproved its mea- 
ſures, his acquieſcence would be attributed by the multitude 
to a bargain for his forſaking the public, and that the title 
and the penſion were the conſiderations, 

Theſe were the barriers that were oppoſed againſt that 
torrent of popular rage, which it was apprehended would 
proceed from this reſignation. And the truth 1s, they an- 
ſwered their end perfectly: This torrent for ſome time was 
beaten back, almoſt diverted into an oppoſite courſe ; and 
when afterwards it returned to thoſe objects, againſt which 
it was originally directed, and where it was moſt dreaded, 
it was no longer that impetuous and irreſiſtible tide, which 
in the year 1757 had borne down every thing before it ; it 
was weakened, divided, and ineffective. | 

On this occaſion the clamours and inferior members of 
each party went lengths, which undoubtedly were neither 
authoriſed nor approved by their leaders. The friends of 
Mr. Pitt raiſed the moſt violent clamours for diſplacing a 
miniſter, whoſe meaſures had raiſed the nation from the 
moſt abject ſtate, to the higheſt pinacle of glory. They 
ſaid, that “ he was in fact diſplaced, when he was com- 
5 pelled to reſign, by not being ſuffered to carry into ex- 
© ecution thoſe meaſures which he knew to be neceſſary to 
* the honour and ſafety of his country. That the check 
which this miniſter had received, would moſt unſeaſon— 
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&« ably revive the drooping hopes of France, ſunk by the 
“ yigour of our military operations, and the firmneſs of 
«© Our councils under his adminiſtration, and would ſhew 
« Spain with what impunity ſhe might inſult the honour of 
«© the Britiſh crown, and violate the property of its ſub- 
« jets. They reckoned up the diſgraces which the nati- 
« on had ſuffered before Mr. Pitt had entered into the 
« management of affairs, and the victories and conqueſts 
«© which were the fruit of his councils.” 

In conſequence of theſe reaſonings, addreſſes, reſolutions 
and inſtructions were ſet on foot in the great corporations; 
and it was believed that the example would be followed, as 
on a former occaſion of the fame kind, by all the other ci- 
ties and boroughs of the kingdom. But the progreſs of 
this meaſure, though commenced with much alacrity, was 
ſlow and languid; a few only of the corporations entered 
into it, and Gr oven of theſe few in a manner leſs warm 
than was expected. A ſtrenuous defence was made on the 
part of the remaining miniſtry. 

«« Was it ever heard, ſaid they, that a ſovereign has 
© been cenſured for liſtening to the whole body of his 
council, in preference to the particular opinions of a ſin— 
« gle man? On the contrary, this uncontrouled {way of 
Ja ſingle miniſter has been often thought dangerous, and 
« was always odious in our free conſtitution; and is the 
more juſtly to be difliked, as perhaps inconſiſtent with 
{© the true ſpirit, either of abſolute monarchy, or of limi- 
ted government. Let the merit of this miniſter be what 
it will, ſhall his maſter therefore be forced to receive 
him upon any terms? Muſt his prince, to gratily his 
„ ambitious views, or if you pleaſe, his virtuous intentions, 
« diſmiſs his whole council, and annihilate his Drerogative 
us a king, his reaſon and judgment as a man? Was it 
«© ever heard before, that a counſcllor has profeſſed with- 
out any reſerve or any maſk, that becauſe he could not 
guide in government, he would not co-operate? This 
"maT unqueſtionably been the true motive for the conduct 
of many miniſters, but never was the avowed motive 
until this occaſion. Mr. Pitt has had the trectt ſcope tor 
«« the exertion of his genius; he was, perhaps, the only 
& Engliſh minifter that never mct with the flighteſt oppo— 
& fition; he has had the treaſures and the forces of the na- 
tion at his mott abſolute command; let him, in his turn, 
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« do that juſtice that has been done to him; let him, if 
cc the favours of the crown conſtitute no obligation, be 
% bound at leaſt by the rules of equity; and if he will 
c not partake in the conduct of the preſent moſt intricate 
cc and difficult buſineſs of adminiſtration, let him not ren- 
& ger it ſtill more intricate and more difficult by his oppo- 
cc ſition; and let him not ſtudy to find a juſtification of 
cc his meaſures, from the ill ſucceſs of thole whom he haas 
Cc left, when that ill ſucceſs will be owing to his own devi- 
Cen.” 

Thus far the points ſeem to have been urged with pro- 
priety and weight. A torrent, however, of low and illibe- 
ral abuſe was alſo powered out on this occaſion (a). = 

whole 


(a) A Letter from the Right Hon. Mr. Pitt, to a Perſon of Emi- 
nence in the city. 


Dear Sir, London, October 17. 


F. to my great ſurprize, that the cauſe and manner ; 
of my reſigning the ſeals, is groſly miſrepreſented in the city, 
as well as that the moſt gracious and ſpontaneous marks of his ma- 
jeſty's approbation of my ſervices, which marks followed my re- 
ſignation, have been infamouſly traduced as a bargain for my for- 
ſaking the public, I am under a neceſſity of declaring the truth 
of both theſe facts, in a manner which I am ſure no gentleman 
will contradict; a difference of opinion with regard to meaſures 
to be taken againſt Spain, of the higheſt importance to the honour 
of the crown, and to the moſt eſſential national intereſts, (and this 
founded on what Spain had already done, not on what that court 


may farther intend to do) was the caufe of my reſigning the ſeals. 


Lord Temple and I ſubmitted in writing, and figned by us, our 
moſt humble ſentiments to his majeſty, which being over-ruled by 
the united opinion of all the reſt of the king's ſervants, I reſigned 
the ſeals on Monday the 5th of this month, in order not to remain 
reſponſible for meaſures, which I was no longer allowed to guide. 


| Moſt gracious public marks of his majeſty's approbation of my 


ſervices followed my reſignation: They are unmerited and unſoli- 
cited; and I ſhall ever be proud to have received them from the 
beſt of ſovereigns. | 
I will now only add, my dear Sir, that T have explained theſe 
matters only for the honour of truth, not in any view to court re- 
turn of confidence from any man, who with a credulity, as weak as 
il 
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whole life, public and private, was ſcrutinized with the 
utmoſt malignity, to furniſh matter of calumny againſt him. 
The ſucceſſes of his adminiſtration were depreciated ; his 
faults were monſtrouſly exaggerated, and the rewards and 
honours ſo juſtly conterred on him by his ſovercign, were 
by every trick of wit, ridicule, and buftoonery, converted 
into matter of degradation and diſgrace. 

Without preſuming to take any part in a controverſy, 
which (however unequally) divided the royal council, or 
without entering into the ſentiments of any faction, which 
we have always ſhunned, we may affirm with truth and 
impartiality, that no man was ever better fitted than 
Mr. Pitt, to be the miniſter in a great and powerful nation, 
or better qualified to carry that power and greatneſs to their 
utmoſt limits. There was in all his deſigns a magnitude, 
and even a vaſtneſs, which was not eaſily comprehended b 
every mind, and which nothing but ſucceſs could have 
made to appear reaſonable. It he was ſometimes incor- 
rect, he was never vulgar. 

His power, as it was not acquired, ſo neither was it ex- 
erciſed in an ordinary manner. With very little parliamen- 
tary, and with leſs court influence, he {wayed both at court 
and in parliament with an authority unknown belore, to 
the beſt ſupported miniſters. He was called to the miniſ- 
try by the voice of the people; and what is more rare, he 
held it with that approbation ; and under him for the firſt 
time, adminiſtration and popularity were ſeen united. Un- 
der him Great Britain carried on the moſt important war 
in which ſhe ever was engaged, alone and unaſſiſted, with 
greater ſplendour, and with more ſucceſs than ihe had ever 
enjoyed at the head of the moſt powerful alliances. Alone 
this iſland ſeemed to ballance the reſt of Europe. 

In the conduct of the war he never ſuffered the enemy to 


breathe, 


it is injurious, has thought fit haſtily to withdraw lis good opini- 
on, from one who ſerved his country with fidelity and ſucceſs ; 
and who juſtly reveres the upright and candid judgment of it; 
little ſolicitous about the cenfures of the capricious Land u: gene- 
rous: Accept my ſincereſt acknowledgments for all your kind 
friendſhip, and believe me ever with truth and eſteem, 


My dear Sir, your fai:hful friend, Oc. 
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breathe, but overwhelmed them with re-iterated blows, and 
kept up the alarm in every quarter. If one of his expedi- 
tions was not ſo well calculated or ſo ſucceſsfully executed, 
amends were made by another, and by a third. The ſpi- 
rit of the nation once rouſed, was not ſuffered for a mo- 
ment to ſubſide ; and the French, dazzled, as it were,, by 
the multitude and celerity of his enterprizes, ſeemed to 
have loſt all power of reſiſtance. In ſhort, he revived the 
military genius of our people ; he ſupported our allies ; he 
extended our trade; he raiſed our reputation; he augment- 
ed our dominions; and on his departure from adminiſtrati- 
on, left the nation in no other danger than that which ever 
muſt attend exorbitant power, and the temptation which 
may be, to the invidious exertion of it. Happy it had been 
for him, for his ſovereign, and his country, if a temper 
leſs auſtere, and a diſpoſition more practicable, more com- 
pliant, and conciliating, had been joined to his other great 
virtues. The want of theſe qualities diſabled him from aQ- 
ing any otherwiſe than alone: it prevented our enjoying 
the joint fruit of the wiſdom of many able men, who might 
mutually have tempered, and mutually forwarded each 
other; and finally, which was not the meaneſt loſs, it de- 
prived us of his own immediate ſervices. 

Thoſe who cenſured his political conduct the moſt ſe— 
verely, could raife but few exceptions to it ; none of them 
ſingly and perhaps, the whole united, of no great weight 
againſt a perſon long engaged in ſo great a ſcene of action. 

Whether the part, which under his adminiſtration we 
rather continued to a than newly took, with regard to the 
affairs of Germany, be for the rea] intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain, is a queſtion of the utmoſt difficulty, and which per- 
haps will never admit a ſatisfactory folution. To condemn 
him on this head we muſt be ſure of this ſolution. It has 
been obſerved in favour of that conteſted meaſure, that 
France demonſtrated, through the whole progreſs of the 
late treaty, the moſt earneſt defire, that we ſhould abandon 
the German conneQtion ; no trifling argument, that our 
enemy did not look upon it to be extremely prejudicial to ou; 
intereſts. If he has carried on that war at a vaſt expence, 
a prodigious ſtand has been made againſt the entire power 
of France; had leſs been expended, the whole expence 
might have been loſt. How far this part of his conduct was 
agreeable to his former declarations, is a diſcuſſion which 
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can avail but little. He found the nation engaged in theſe 
affairs; it was more eaſy to puſh them forward, than to 
extricate himſelf from them; as he proceeded, he diſco- 
vered by experience the advantages of that plan of action, 
and his opinion was changed. 

But even admitting, that, to attain the ends of oppoſiti- 
on, he had once fallen upon popular topics, which even 
then he knew were not tenable, it can form but a very ſmall 
blemiſh in a public character, however wrong it may be by 
application to the ſtrict rules of morality. Ill would it fare 
with ſtateſmen if this ſort of conſiſtency were to be expect- 
ed from the moſt conſiſtent of them. 

With regard to the penſion and title, it is a ſhame that 
any defence ſhould be neceſſary. What eye cannot diſtin- 
guiſh, at the firſt glance, the difference between this and 
the exceptionable caſe of titles and penſions? W hat Briton, 
with the ſmalleſt ſenſe of honour and gratitude, but muſt 
bluſh for his country, if ſuch a man retired unrewarded 
from the public ſervice, let the motives to that retirement 
be what they would ? It was not poſſible that his ſovereign 
could let his eminent ſervices paſs unrequited ; the ſum that 
was given was undoubtedly inadequate to his merits ; and 
the quantum was rather regulated by the moderation of the 
great mind that received it, than by the liberality of that 
which beſtowed it. 

The conduct of Mr. Pitt when the parliament met, in 
which he made his own juſtification, without impeaching 
the conduct of any of his colleagues, or taking one meaſure 
that might ſeem to ariſe from diſguſt or oppoſition, has ſet 
a ſeal upon his character. 

Lord Egremont was appointed to ſucceed him as Secreta- 
ry for the ſouthern department. 


GHAP IX. 


Diſpute with Spain. Repreſentation of the earl of Briſts]. 
Diſpoſition of the court of Madrid. Treaty between 
France and Spain. England defires a communication. 


Court of Spain refuſes. The miniſters mutually with- 


draw. A rupture. 


1 \HE unfortunate intervention of Spain in the late ne- 
gotiation, raiſed fo many difficulties, and created fo 
much 
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much miſchief both abroad and at home, that it becomes 
an æra in this hiſtory, and it 1s neceſſary we ſhould purſue 
that object from the point at which we left it, to its final 
and fatal determination. 

The anſwer which had been received from the Spaniſh 
miniſter in London was far from being ſatisfactory to our 
court. Orders were immediately given to the earl of Brif- 
tol, our ambaſlador in Spain, to remonſtrate with energy 
and firmneſs on ſo extraordinary a proceeding ; to adhere 
to the negative put upon the Spaniſh pretentions to fiſh at 
Newtfouncland; to reſt the article of diſputed captures, on 
the juſtice of our tribunals ; to continue the former profeſ- 
ſions of our defire of an amicable adjuſtment of the log- 
wood diſpute ; and of our willingneſs to cauſe the ſettle- 
ments on the coaſt of Honduras to be evacuated, as ſoon 
as ever his Catholicx majeſty ſhould ſuggeſt a method for 
our enjoyment of that traffic to which we had a right by 
treaty, and which was further confirmed to us by repeated 
promiſes from that court. 

At the ſame time that the earl of Briſtol was authoriſed 
to proceed with that ſpirit, which the offended dignity of 
our court required, and to bring Spain to a categorical and 
ſatisfactory declaration, concerning her final intentions; 
yet if he perceived on her part any intention to diſavow or 
even to explain away this offenſive tranſaction, he was rea- 
dily to accept it, and to afford to that court as handſome a 
retreat as poſſible. The letter which conveyed theſe in- 
ſtructions was written by Mr. Pitt, and dated on the 28th of 
July, a few days after the fatal memorial had been delivered 
by Mr. Buſly. 

The earl of Briſtol punQtually obeyed thoſe orders. He 
found General Wall, the Spaniſh miniſter, much in cold 
blood, and in very equivocal diſpoſitions. He heard with 
great patience the proper and energetic repreſentation that 
had been very ably made by the earl of Briſtol. He ap- 
plauded the king of Great Britain's magnanimity in not 
{uffering France as a tribunal, to be appealed to in his diſ- 
putes with Spain; and declared, that in the propoſition 
which had been made with the conſent of his court, things 
were not conſidered in that light; aſked whether it could 
be imagined in England, that the Catholick king was ſeek- 
ing to provoke us in our preſent moſt flouriſhing and moſt 
exalted ſituation, and after ſuch a ſeries of proſperous events 
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as no ſingle nation had ever met with? He valued, and 
reciprocally returned, our frequent profeſſions of friendſhip 
and our deſire of amicable adjuſtment. But theſe favoura- 
ble demonſtrations were accompanied with ſome circum— 
itances, that had a very menacing appearance. For, in 
the firſt place, he declared, that at that time the utmoſt 
harmony ſubſiſted between the courts of France and Spain; 
that in conſequence of their perfect agreement, there was a 
mutual unreſerved communication of every ſtep taken in 
their ſeveral negotiations with England ; that France had 
even offered to aſſiſt Spain, in caſe the diſcuſſions ſhe had 
with us ſhould grow into a rupture; and that this offer was 
conſidered in a friendly light. Such an intimate union of 
a third power with one of the parties at war, forebodes no 
long duration to its friendſhip, or even to its neutrality 
with the other. If Spain juſtified the proceedings of France, 
and owned herſelf concerned in them, 1t was but one, and 
that a ſhort, ſtep, to a jun ion with her. 

As to the three matters in diſpute, the Spaniſh miniſter 
reſolutely adhered to them all; and as to the laſt (that of 
the logwood) he obſerved, that Great Britain had offered 
them nothing, but what they had long fince been tired of, 
treaty and negotiation; that this matter had been already 
{ully diſcuſſed ; and that on this head Spain had given the 
molt convincing proofs of her deſire to be on the beſt terms 
with England; for in the beginning of this war, before 
England had grown terrible by her ſuccefles, when their 
American governors had endeavourcd to diſlodge the En— 
gliſn from ſome new eſtabliſhments on the coaſt of Hondu- 
ras, they had, at the complaint of our court, in order to 
take away all cauſe of miſtruſt, ordered the governors to 
deſiſt from fo juſtifiable an enterprize. That on the offer 
of England on this occaſion to ſettle matters in an amicable 
manner, they cheartully agreed to that method. But that 
fix years had elapſed without their receiving the leaſt ſatisfac- 
tion. They even alledged that the Engliſh encroachments 
on their coaſts in that time increaſed. 

In this manner the Spaniards vindicated the form and the 
matter of their proceeding: they ſhewed no ſort ↄf diſpoſi- 
tion to relax from their claims ; but at the ſame cime the 
no longer inſiſted on blending together the ſeveral diſcuſſi- 
ons; and they profeſſed in general, though not in very warm 
terms, a deſire of continuing in amity with us. With re- 
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gard to the matter in diſpute, the pretenſions of both pow. 
ers ſtood in this poſture throughout this whole diſcuſſ on 
except that they were urged with more or leſs aſperity, ac- 
cording to the fluctuating diſpoſition of the court of Spain, 
which ſeemed to reſt upon no ſure and ſettled principles. 
There were probably two factions in her councils, who as 
they alternately prevailed, changed the language and counte- 
nance of the Spaniſh miniſter. However, tor ſome time the 
aſpect of things continued on the whole to be rather fa- 
vourable ; and even an expreſs declaration was at length 
made, that Spain had been, at no time, more intent on 
cultivating a good correipondence with us. But ſtill the 
French intereſt ſilently gained ground at Madrid; the con- 
fidental communications of that court with Spain; her af, 
fected moderation in the treaty ; the dangerous greatneſs of 
England : the common intereſt of the houſe of Bourbon, 
every part of which muſt ſuffer, both in its dignity and ſafe- 
ty, by allowing the principal of its branches to be pruned 
to the quick: theſe points were urged with continual ſollici- 
tation; and they aſſured the Spaniards that even the ſigning 
an alliance between the ſovereigns of the two nations, would 
intimidate England, already exhauſted by the war, and ap- 
prehenſive of loſing the valuable commerce ſhe carried on 
with Spain. 

Theſe arguments and ſuggeſtions at length prevailed, 
and a treaty was ſigned between the two courts, the pur- 
poſe of which was to preſerve from oppreſſion, and to 
maintain the intereſts of the houſe of Bourbon. This al- 
liance was of a nature the more dangerous, as it turned up- 
on family not national intereſt, and becauſe not ſtating ex- 
aQly its objects, it might be made juſt of what extent they 
pleaſed, We make no mention of any other treaty than 
this, of itſelf ſufficiently alarming, becauſe whatever ſuſ- 
picions may be entertained, there is no certainty that any 
other has been concluded between thoſe powers. 

France had obtained 1n this treaty almoſt all that ſhe 
aimed at; by it ſhe entered into the cloſeſt connection with 
Spain; this connection did not indeed ſeem directly of ne- 
ceſſity to conclude a breach with England; it led to it how- 


ever, almoſt inevitably. At firſt the whole tranſaction was 


kept a profound ſecret ; the inferiority of the marine ot 
Spain, and the precariouſneſs of their ſupplies from America, 
in caſe they came to a preſent rupture with England, obliged 

them 
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them to this temporary reſerve. France took care that this 
treaty ſhould not tranſpire until the negotiation was broken 
off; and Spain, whilſt ſhe was under thele apprehenſions, 
exhibited thoſe occaſional proofs of a pacific diſpoſition, 
which we have juſt now ſeen. But as ſoon as France had 
loſt all hopes of concluding the negotiation in the manner 
ſhe had wiſhed, and had failed in the uſe ſhe made of 
the intervention of the claims of Spain, ſhe circulated with 
great induſtry a report, that Spain would immediately de- 
clare againſt Great Britain, in conſequence ot a treaty lately 
concluded among the Bourbon courts. 

England found that thoſe boaſts of the French were too 
confidently made, and too generally believed, to be altoge- 
ther without foundation. In conſequence of thefe appre- 
henſions, orders were ſent to Spain, to demand in the moſt 
moderate terms, but in a manner not to be evaded, a com- 
munication of this treaty, or at leaſt a diſavowal that it con- 
tained any thing to the prejudice of Great Britain, But 
before theſe orders could reach Spain, lord Briſtol had him- 
ſelf received intelligence of the treaty, and of the hopes, 
which the French made no ſecret of their deriving from 
that ſource. He therefore thought himſelf under a neceſſit 
of deſiring ſatisfaction from the Spaniſh ſecretary of ſtate 
concerning it. 

Upon this application there appeared on a ſudden ſuch a 
change in the countenance, language, and ſentiments of 
that miniſter, as indicated but too fully the juſtneſs of the 
ſuſpicions that were entertained. The Spaniſh flota was 
now ſafely arrived with a very rich cargo; the French arms 
had made a conſiderable progreſs in the king's electoral do- 
minions; the ſucceſs of the Imperial arms was no leſs ſtrik- 
ing ; the reaſons for their former ſhew of moderation no 
longer exiſted. They therefore gave a looſe to thoſe move- 
ments which they had hitherto concealed, M. Wall, evad- 
ing a dire& anſwer, entered into a long and bitter com- 
plaint, not only of the treatment which Spain had received 
from us, but of the haughtineſs of our late proccedings with 

Trance; that it was time for them to open their eyes, and 
not to ſuffer a neighbour, an ally, a relation, and a friend, 
any longer to run the riſque of receiving ſuch rigid laws as 
were preſcribed by an inſulting conqueror; that we were 
intoxicated with our ſucceſſes; and a continued ſeries of 
victorics had elated us fo far, as to make us reject the rea- 

HA ſonable 
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ſonable conceſſion offered by France. This refuſal made it 
evident, that our deſign in ruining the French power, was 
the more eaſily to cruſh Spain; that we propoſed entirely 
to chaſe the French from all their colonics in America, to 
have the eaſier taſk in ſeizing on the Spaniſh dominions in 
thoſe parts, thereby to ſatisfy to the utmoſt our ambition, 
and to gratify our boundleſs thirſt of conqueſt; theretorc 
he would himſelf be the man to adviſe the king of Spain, 
that ſince his dominions were to be overwhelmed, at lea(l 
that they ſhould be ſeized with arms in his ſubjects hands, 
and not to continue the paſſive victim he had hitherto ap- 
peared in the eyes of the world. 

The Fngliſh ambaſſador, though aſtoniſhed at ſo extraor- 
dinary a change of ſtile, replied with coolneſs to the invec- 
tives, and with firmneſs to the menaces of the Spaniſh mi- 
niſter ; he obviated the objeQions which had been made, 
and ſupported our pretenſions; after anſwering in the bell 
manner to what M. Wall had urged, he returned to hi; 
firſt demand, an explanation concerning the treaty : as often 
as a direct anſwer was evaded, the ſame queſtion was again 


put; and at length the only reply was, that the king o! 


Spain had thought proper to renew bis family compatt ; and 
then Mr. Wall, as if he had gone farther than he was au— 
thoriſed, ſuddenly turned the diſcourſe, and no farther ſatiſ- 
faction could be obtained. 

This revolution in the appearances of things in Spain, 
was too intereſting not to be immediately communicated. 
Our miniſtry ſaw evidently, that the moderation they ha 
hitherto diſplayed, might be attributed to fear, and that th« 
language of the court of Spain would permit no doubt o. 
their hoſtile intentions. Orders were therefore given tv 
the earl of Briſtol, conformable to the dignity of the nation, 
and the juſtice of our claim. He was ordered to renew his 
inſtances concerning the treaty ; to demand an explanation 
with a proper firmneſs, but without the mixture of any 
thing which might irritate; and to ſignify, that a percm;j 
tory refuſal to communicate the treaty, or to diſavow an 
intention to take part with our enemies, would be conſidcr- 
ed as an aggreſſion on the part of Spain, and an abſolute dc- 
claration of war. 

Things were now brought to a ſingle and preciſe point. 
The demand was made in the terms of the order. Then 
it was that the pride of Spain entirely threw off the remain- 
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der of that maſk, which her policy had perſuaded her to 
aſſume; the ſecretary, M. Wall, replica, n 

ce the ſpirit of haughtineſs and of diſcord, which Dec. 10. 
« dictated this inconſiderable ſtep, and which for 

cc the misfortune of mankind ſtill reigns ſo much in the 
„ Britiſh government, is what has made the declaration of 
c war, and attacked the king's dignity ; and that the Far 
« of Briſtol might return when and in what manner was 
„ convenient to him.“ 

The Farl of Briſtol parted from Madrid the 17th of De- 
cember ; and thus was brought on a rupture which has 
prodigiouſly extended the operations, and confequently the 
miſeries of war, and threatens to protect them to a very 
long duration. Europe unfortunately found herſelf plunged 
into the gulph of a new war, at the time ſhe hoped to 
emerge from the o!d one, and by the very means which 
were uſcd to draw her out of it. A point of honour alone 
ſeemed to have been the laſt and immediate cauſe of the 
breach; but whoever has diligently attended to the Spaniſh 
affairs from the memorial preſented by Buſty to the final 
an{wer delivered by Wall, will ſee that the motives were, 
however ill underſtood, of a much more ſerious and impor— 
tant nature. 

As the two powers had now come to extremitics, and the 
Engliſh ambaſlador had departed from Madrid, the Spanifh 
miniſter alſo quitted London; but before his departure he 
left a paper, in the nature of a manifeſto, of very little im- 
portance in point of argument, but filled with invectives, 
charging the war on the haughtineſs of the late Ungliſh 
miniſter, and on the little reſpect with which his court had 
been treated, both during the adminiſtration of that miniſter, 
and ſince his reſignation. That had the purport of the 
treaty been defired in a manner leſs offenſive to the dignity 
of his maſter, it might as eaſily have been obtained, as it 
could have been juſtified ; for the treaty, which was beliey- 
ed to have been ſigned on the 15th of Auguſt, contained 
only a reciprocal guaranty of the dominions of the ſeveral 
branches of the houſe of Bourbon, but with this particular 
reftriction, that it ſhould only extend to the dominions 
which ſhall remain to France after the preſent war. 

It muſt be remarked that, this paper, whilſt it pretends 
to ſet forth the purport of z treaty dated the 15th of Auguſt, 
does not deny the exiſtence of any other treaty, which 
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might more offenſively concern the intereſt of Great Britain. 
It was however anſwered in every article with the utmoſt 
moderation, perſpicuity and force, in a memorial of lord 
Egremont. Here we cloſe the Spaniſh tranſaction ; as this 
is the whole of what belongs properly to the year we treat 
of. All that remains tor us to do, 1s to touch upon the at- 
fairs of the Eaſt Indics and America, | 


E HAP. X. 
Blockade of Pondicherry. Diſtreſs of the French. Fleet dij- 


perſed in a ſtorm. Fleet returns. Town ſurreaders, 
Mabie taken. Enterpriſes of Mr. Law. Mogul's army 
defeated by Major Carnac. Nabob of Bengal depoſed. 
| Coaſt of Sumatra ravaged by the count d'Eflaing." Domi- 
nica taken by lord Rollo and Sir James Douglas. 


F TER the defeat of the French near Wandewaſh, 
the taking of the city of Arcot, and the reduction of 
the fortreſſes of Chitteput and Carrical, Pondicherry was 
the only ſpace of conſequence which remained to our ene- 
mies in India. This town, beautifully built, ſtrongly forti- 
fied, and four leagues in circuit, ſeemed rather the capital 
of a kingdom, than a trading eſtabliſhment. It is ſituated 
on the coaſt of Malabar, about forty miles from our ſettle- 
ment at Madraſs, which in the days of its proſperity it ri- 
valled, if not exceeded in trade, opulence and ſplendor ; and 
it ſtill remained the depoſitory of whatever wealth was left 
to the French, after the reverſe of their fortune in war. 

As ſoon as the fortreſſes adjacent to this important place 
had been reduced, and the inland country brought perfect!) 
to our intereſts by the total expulſion of the French, the 
blockade of Pondicherry was commenced by the land forces 
under colonel] Coote, and the marine under admiral Stevens. 
A regular ſiege was at that time impracticable on account 
of the periodical rains, which were daily expeQed ; and 
even under more favourable circumſtances it would have 
proved a taſk of infinite difficulty to attempt any army that 
could be ſupported in India, the taking of a place ſo ſtrongly 
fortified, defended by a good garriſon, and by an officer able 
and reſolute, and whoſe pride and obſtinacy, ſo prejudicial 
on all other occaſions, would have made him, as in effect 
they did make him, perſevere to the very laſt moment, in 

the 
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the defence of the laſt ſtake, which the French had left in 
India. 

The blockade being therefore choſen as the moſt eligible 
for the time, was continued with the beſt diſpoſitions, and 
the moſt extraordinary patience on both ſides, for full ſeven 
months. In this time the garriſon and inhabitants ſuffered 
ſorely by famine. Col. Coote, in order to augment their 
diſtreſs, erected batteries at a diſtance, not with a view of 
ruining the walls, but to harraſs the enemy by an encreaſe 
of garriſon duty. 

At length when the weather appeared ſettled, four batte- 
ries were raiſed at ſome diſtance to enfilade the ſtreets of 
Pondicherry, whilſt others were advanced nearer in order 
to play upon the works. Theſe operations, though the ſiege 
was not yet formally undertaken, commenced on the 25th 
of November, 1760, but as the ſeaſon of the rains and winds 
was not yet quite over, much was ſuffered from ſtorms, 
which ruined the batteries and approaches. They were 
however always repaired with the utmoſt alacrity and ſpeed, 
and the ſiege ſuffered no intermiſſion. So that the beſieged, 
who eagerly expected the arrival of their fleet to their relief, 
were reduced to the molt extreme diſtreſs. They lived on 
camels, elephants, dogs, and cats. The extreme ſcarcit 
and dearneſs even of this wretched proviſion, increaſed their 
miſery. Sixteen roupies (half crowns) had been paid for 
the fleſh of a dog. 

In the midſt of this diſtreſs their hopes were ſuddenly re- 
vived, and thoſe of the beſiegers, notwithſtanding the pro- 
greſs they had made, almoſt totally depreſſed. On the firſt 
of January 1761, one of thoſe terrible ſtorms, ſo frequent 
in the Indian ſea, and fo ruinous, drove the Engliſh ſquadron 
from before Pondicherry. Two ſhips of the line were 
wrecked, and their crews, with the exception of two or 
three men, entirely periſhed. "Two cthers of the ſame claſs 
were driven aſhore, and beat to pieces. The men fortu- 
nately eſcaped. The real damage which our fleet ſuſtained 
on this occaſion, together with the idea of a far greater, 
ſuggeſted by their own deſires, and juſtified by the violence 
of the ſtorm, elevated to the higheſt pitch the ſpirits of the 
garriſon, ſunk by diſeaſe, famine, fatigue, and an uninter- 
rupted train of adverſe fortune. General Lally ſeeing the 
port clear, ſent an expreſs without delay to the French 
agent in the neighbouring neutral ſettlements, that this was 
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the time to throw in ſHecours; he ſeemed ſanguine and full 
of vigour. The ictter, which was intercepted, 1s printed 
below (a), as it may tend to furnith ſome idea of the cha- 
racter of this ſingular man. 

But admiral Stevens, and thoſe who commanded under 
him, excrting themſelves with unparalleled diligence and cc- 
lerity, appc: ard again befor Ponacherry in leſs than Tour 
days after the ſtorm, v ith ey ven hips of the line and one 
fi te, and the ö lockade was as compleat as ever. No ſuc- 
cours had been thrown in, ind admiral Stevens in order to 
prevent the il impreſſion which the late diſaſter might have 
occationcd, ſen! a meſſage to the neighbouring Dutch and 
Daniſh ſeit] 1 ents; of the good condition and ſtrength of 
the remaiiuder © his feet, and aſſured them he w ould make 
prize of tuch v« fe as he found infringing the neutrality by 
attempting to fupp!y the enemy 

Notw thitanding this mortit ly ns diſappointment, NI. 
T.ally made no propoſal to ſurrender. The ſiege was carried 
on with redoubled alacrity z and at length a large batter; 
being advanced within four hundred and fifty yards of the 
rampart, a breach being effected, and not more than one 
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(a) Tranſlation of an intercepted letter from general Lally, to M. 
Raymond, the French refident at Pullicat, dated Pondicherry, 
the 2d of January 1701. 


Mr. KA VMO VD, 


HE. Lugliſb ſquz adron is no more, Sit; out of the twelve 
ſuips they hach in our road, ſeven are loſt, crews and all, 


the x al Others dim. alted ; 3 2 and it «ap pears there 18 10 more thai 


one frigate that has eſcaped ; therefore don't loſe an inſtant to 
ſend us chelingocs upon chelingoes loaded with rice; the 2 U 
have nothing to ſcar now; betides (according to the law of 
tions) they are only to ſend us no proviſions themlelyes, — We 
are no more blocked up by ſca. 

The faviny of Pondicherry has been in your power once alrca 
dy; if you mise te ö OP} ortunity, it will be entire! y vou, 
fault; do not forget allo ſome ſinall chelingoes : oller great te- 
yards: | expect ſevenzcen thoufand Morattoes within theſe ſou 
days. In ſhort, riſque a . attempt all, force all, and fend us foie 
rice, ſhould it be but hail a garſe at a time. 


Signed, LALLY. 
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day's proviſion of any kind remaining, a ſignal was made for 
a ceſſation of arms; the principal of the Jeſuits, together 
with two Civilians came out, and offered terms of capi- 
tulation. The governor preſerving all his haughtineſs, 
which neither his errors nor misfortunes could in 

the leaſt abate, declined to offer any terms; he Jan. 15, 
ſent out a paper full of invectives againſt the En- 

| gliſh, for the breach of treaties relative to India ; he alledged 
that thoſe breaches diſqualified him from propoſing any 
terms ; and in conſequence he rather ſuffered our troops to 
take poſſeſſion of the place, than formally ſurrender it. As 
the governor refuſed to capitulate, the propoſal of the in- 
habitants was little regarded, and the city of Pondicherry, 
with a garriſon of about fourteen hundred European ſol— 4 
diers, a vaſt quantity of military ſtores, and great riches ; 
was given up at diſcretion to our victorious arms. 

Nothing can be ſaid too highly of the conduct, perſeve- 
rance, and unanimity of the land and ſea ſervices during a 
| tedious ſiege and blockade of eight months, in a climate fo 
unfavourable to all military operations. Colonel Coote gave 
the final blow to the French power in India; he was now 
indiſputed maſter of the rich coaſt of Coromandel; the 
"= French power was wholly extirpated; the neutral nations 
were contemptible; the princes of the country conſidered 
us with an.aweful regard, and nothing but a little French 
4 ſettlement on the coaſt of Malabar, called Mahie, (and 
which was ſoon after reduced) oppoſed our commanding the 
whole trade of that vaſt peninſula of India from the Ganges 
to the Indies, the moſt extenſive and profitable ſphere ot 
commerce in the world. 

Whilſt every thing was giving way to our arms in the 
ſouthern parts ot this peninſula, the affairs of France, which 
5 in Bengal had been to all appearance totally ſuppreſſed, roſe 
% up again for a moment from a quarter, and in a manner, 
, which was little expected. After the taking of Chandena- 
hs gore by admiral Watſon in the year 1757, Mr. Law, (ne- 
phew to that Law who had made himſelf ſo well known by 

; the Miſlifippi ſcheme) put himſelf at the head of a party of 
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French fugitives, which was augmented from time to time 
to about two hundred men. With this ſmall party he 
threw himielt into the heart of the country, and joining 
himſelf ſometimes to one, ſometimes to another 'of the na- 
tive Princes, as his intereſt led him; he rendered himſcl. 

Th coniiderable 
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conſiderable by ſeveral ſtriking ſervices, and ſupported the 
credit of his little corps with a very high reputation. 
The Great Mogul having ſome time ſince been depoſcd 


by an irruption of the Marrattas, and dying ſoon after, one 


of his ſons, Sha Zaddah, aſſumed the title, and was ſup- 
ported by ſome of the provinces of that extenſive and dif. 
united empire; he was oppoſed by others; and though he 
was at the head of a royal army of his native ſubjects, 
ſuch is the ſtate of the military in that part of the world, 
that he conſidered an handful of European fugitives, as an 


acquiſition of the greateſt importance, and ſuch as might | 
turn the ballance againſt any weight of Indians, which 


might be thrown into the oppoſite ſcale. In fact, it was to 


Mr. Law he attributed the reduQtion of ſeveral conſiderable 
provinces to his obedjence. 


Elated with theſe ſucceſſes, Law perſuaded him to turn | 


his arms againſt Bengal, which had not acknowledged him; 
it was a rich and flouriſhing country, and the poſſeſſion of 
it, would undoubtedly contribute more than all the reſt to 
ſet him on the throne of the Moguls. Here, unfortunately 
for him the evil genius of Law impelled him to encounter 
again with thoſe arms, by which the intereſt of his country 
had been before ruined in this part of the world, and which 


indeed were thoſe only, from which he had a great deal to | 
fear. Sha Zaddah entered the kingdom of Bengal at the 


head of an army of 80,000 Indians and ſomething more 
than 200 French. 


The French ſupport was more prejudicial to his title in 
the eyes of the Engliſh, than any other objection, and as | 


they were now become the arbiters of crowns in the Eaſt, 
they joined the Nabob of Bengal to oppoſe his progreſs. 
About 20,000 blacks ſupported by 500 Engliſh ſoldiers, 
formed the army againſt him. A major (major Carnac) 
commanded that body, which engaged, and totally routed 
an army of fourſcore thouſand men, commanded by the 
Mogul in perſon. That prince was taken priſoner ; Mr. 
Law was allo taken, and the party of French adventurers 
diſperſed for ever. It is not yet known with certainty, in 
what manner they mean to diſpoſe of their captive monarch. 
It was ſome heightening to the ſatisfaction of this great 
event, that it happened on the ſame day in which the French 
agreed to the ſurrender of Pondicherry. 
A little before this, Jaffier Ali Cawn, the Nabob who, 
if 
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in 1757, had been placed in that dignity by general Clive, 
notwithſtanding the terrifying example of his predeceſſor, 
by his weakneſs and miſgovernment, drew on himſelf the 
hatred of his ſubjeQs, and loſt the protection of the Engliſh. 
But as his ambition was the feebleſt of his paſſions, he con- 
ſented quietly to quit the throne. The revolution was ef- 
fected without bloodſhed, his ſon-in-law was appointed in 
his room; and as the whole tranſaction was with the con- 
ſent and co-operation of the Engliſh governor Vanſittart, 
the old privileges of the company were confirmed, and new 
were acquired: the Engliſh in Bengal were become neceſſary 
to the government of that country, and every change pro- 
duced ſomething to their advantage. 

It is certain, that the period of this war in the Faſt In- 
died, has been marked by as many ſtriking events, uncom- 
mon circumſtances, and ſingular reverſes of fortune, as any 
that have happened from the time of our knowledge of this 
part of the world. 

It can hardly be ſaid, that this ſeries of proſperity was 
interrupted by the ſucceſsful attempts of the count d*Eſtaign. 
This lively adventurer, with the command of no more than 
two ordinary frigates, had in October 1759, taken and de- 
ſtroyed the Engliſh ſettlement of Bender-Abaſſi, on the Per- 
ſian gulph; he then ſtruck over to the iſland of Sumatra, 
where we carry on our molt conſiderable commerce in pep- 
per; and before the end of the following April, reduced 
Bencoolen, the principal ſettlement, and all the reſt of our 
forts and factories on that iſland, which made a defence al- 
together as unworthy of the reſt of our conduct in India, as 
that of the count d*Eſtaign was ſuperior to the efforts of his 
countrymen in that quarter. This bold adventurer, how- 
ever, could not derive ſo much honour from the vigour of 
his enterprize, as diſgrace from having made them againſt 
the moſt ſacred law of arms: if what is ſaid is true, that he 
was at the very time a priſoner upon parole. 

In America the iſland of Dominica, one of thoſe iſlands 
called Neutral, but which the French had fortified and ſet- 
tled, was reduced by a ſmall armament under lord Rollo 
and Sir James Douglas. North America was perfectly 
quieted by a peace with the Cherokees. Colonel Grant 
reduced them to this neceſſity, by penetrating with great 
courage and perſeverance into their country, and deſtroying 
fifteen of their towns, and almoſt their whole harveſt. 
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HE cloſe of the year 1761 left the affairs of all Eu- a 

rope, both military and political, in the moſt in- | t 

tereſting ſituation, in which they have ſtood, at [ 


perhaps any period of our modern hiſtory. 'The endea- t 
vours which had been made to bring about peace among(t 
the belligerent powers, ferved only to increaſe their ani- { 


moſity. 
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moſity. And at the ſame time they brought into light and 
exertion, thoſe latent motives and diſpoſitions to war, which 
had long lurked in other powers under the veil of a neutrali- 
ty; and had only been kept down ſometimes by irreſolutt- 
on of temper in perſons, and ſometimes by want of ſy{tem 
in politics. 'Theſe ineffeQtual endeavours for peace produ- 
ced alſo many occaſions of quarrel and debate, that were 
abſolutely new. 

To the north there was no appearance of relenting in any 
one of the powers engaged. It was not to be expected, 
that the confederacy, which had held together ſo long, and 
under ſuch difficulties and diſappointments, ſhould now 
break to pieces, juſt at the moment when the ſtates which 
compoſed it ſeemed in a condition to reap the mature fruits 
of their unanimity and perſeverance. The king of Pruſſia 
was not in a ſtate either to allure or to intimidate. Great 
Britain could not increaſe his ſubſidy, nor reinforce his ar- 
mies. The allied army in Weſtphalia played a defenſive, 
and, on the whole of the campaign, a loſing game; and 
there was no body ſo ſanguine as to think that Great Bri- 
tain could increaſe her ſtrength in Germany, where ſhe 
paid already 100,000 men, and expended five millions an- 
nually. 

Although nothing ſeems more certain in a general view 
of the political ſyſtem, than that the king of Pruſſia is not 
the natural and neceſſary ally of this nation; yet his fortune 
neither was, ſince the beginning of the war, nor is it now, 
a matter of indifference to us. 

The late Mr. Shippen was of opinion, that the power of 
France was become an object of much lefs terror ſince the 
growth of the power of Ruſſia. But he never imagined it 
poſſible, that all the great continental powers of Europe 
ſhould ever be united with France ; and that they ſhould 
conſpire to load her ſcale inſtead of balancing it. He never 
could foreſee, what has actually happened in this war, that 
this very power of Ruſſia could co-operate with France, 
and even with Sweden; and, what is full as extraordinary, 
that both theſe latter could co-operate with Auſtria to de- 
{troy in effect the ſyſtem, which had been eitabliſhed by 
the treaty of Weſtphalia; that ſyſtem, which it had been 
the great drift of policy, and the great obje& of war to 
both France and Sweden in the laſt century to eſtabliſh and 
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to confirm, and to the houſe of Auſtria conſtantly to op. 
poſe, The deſtruction of the king of Pruſſia ſeemed to in- 
clude the deſtruction of the treaty "of Weſtphalia; becauſe 
he is the only power in the empire capable of afferting the 
independency of its members, and ſupporting the declining 
credit of the Proteſtant cauſe. 

Ihe total ruin of Saxony, with ſuch circumſtances ot 
unpardonable cruelty by that prince himſelf, and the ex- 
hauſted ſtate of all the other Proteſtant members of the 
empire, have narrowed that intereſt more and more to the 
ſingle object of Pruſſia. As this intereſt was firſt formed 
in the empire, ſo its condition there cannot fail of having 
the moſt ſenſible influence on all the potentates of the ſame 
communion. Even in this light, England had an intereſt 
that the king of Pruſſia thould not be entirely cruſhed by 
the prevalence of a combination compoſed in ſo extraordi- 
nary a manner, that its ſucceſs muſt neceſſarily produce a 
total revolution in the ſyſtem of Kurope, and draw on a 
ſeries of conſequences, which, though it is impoſſible to 
particularize, mutt have undoubtedly been of the moſt im- 
portant and alarming nature. 

But there was an intereſt yet nearcr to us, the tate of 
our own army in Germany, which could not ſurvive the 


_ deſtruction of the king of P'ruſſia for an hour. Theſe cir- 


cumſtances rendered the proſpect of the campaign in Ger- 
many very gloomy 3 as there was no ſort of ground to ſup- 
poie that this prince, upon whoſe fate ſo many important 
intereſts immediately depended, could hold out to the mid- 
dle of ſummer. Beſides, Denmark ſhewed no favourablc 
diſpoſitions towards us ; and Holland diſcovered evident 
marks of coldneſs, it not of abſolute alienation. Such was 
the diſpoſition of the powers in the north. 

'The ſouthern powers of Europe, whoſe total inconnec- 
tion with the cauſes, and whoſe great remoteneſs from the 
ſeat of war might appear ſufficient to enſure their tranquil- 
lity, began to enter into action with a ſpirit equal to that of 
any of the parties, who had from the beginning acted as 
principals ; new tewel was heaped upon the fire of conten- 
tion, which had waſted ſo many nations, juſt as it ſeemed 
to be on the point of expiring. 

That alliance between the branches of the houſe of 
Bourbon, of which we have ſpoken laſt year, and which 1s 
ſo well known by the name of the Family Compact, is one 
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of the moſt extraordinary tranſactions of this, or, perhaps» 
of any time. It has already produced ſome eſſects anſwer- 
able to its deſign ; it may produce others ſtill more impor- 
tant; and on the whole muſt be conſidered as an event of 
the moſt extenſive, laſting, and alarming influence. 

The treaty of Vienna in 1756, between France and 
Auſtria, has certainly contributed not a little to give that 
new turn to affairs, by which almoſt all the diſcourſes, 
that have hitherto been N on the intereſts of princes, 
are rendered erroneous, and of little uſe in futute {pecula- 
tions. That treaty, however, though it ſeems entirely to 
have disjointed the antient ſyſtem of alliance by which 
France was formerly counterpoiſed, may, poſſibly, not be 
ſo much a laſting change, as a temporar: y and excentric de- 
viation from the ſphere in whici the houſe of Auſtria had 
formerly moved, and into which it ſeems ſo ſuitable to her 
natural and permanent intereſt to return. The Bourbon 
compact is of a different nature ; and it ſcems to have at 
length produced that entire union between the French and 
Spaniſh monarchies, which was ſo much dreaded on the 
death of Charles II. and which it was the great purpoſe of 
the treaty of partition, and the war of the grand alliance 
to prevent. We have ſeen it take place in our days, com- 
paratively with very little notice; ſo much greater is our 
preſent ſtrength; or ſo much greater was the apprehenſi- 
on in thoſe days, than the danger of the actual event in the 
preſent. 

It was a bold puſh in France to attempt, and an uncom- 
mon ſucceſs to procure, towards the cloſe of an unfortu- 
nate and diſgraceful war, an alliance of this kind. France 
could not have expected from the moſt fortunate iſſue of her 
affairs, an advantage ſo great as that which ſhe derived 
from her uncommon diſtreſſes. It is ſome time ſince the 
jealouſy of her power has began to abate. But in fact her 
ſecurity, and probably too her power, will bc greatly in- 
creaſed by this very circumſtance. Inſtead of forming ſuch 
an object as alarmed mankind, and againit which all Eu— 
rope uſed to unite, ſhe is herſelf become the centre of an 
alliance, which extends from the northern to the ſouthern 
extremity of Europe; and ſhe was, in this war, actually 
united with Ruſſia, Sw eden, Auſtria, the !. MP1re, SP21 in, 


and Naples; to ſay nothing of Denmark, with which ſhe 
had allo ſome connections. 
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With other nations, however, her ties are comparative. 
ly flight : but the engagements of the Bourbon compact 
form rather an act of incorporation than an alliance. It 
contains ſtipulations hitherto unheard of in any treaty. By 
the 23d and 24th articles, the ſubjects of the ſeveral branch- 
es of the houſe of Bourbon are admitted to a mutual natu- 
ralization, and to a participation of ſuch privileges and im- 
munities, as if they were natural born ſubjects of the coun- 
tries of their reſpective ſovereigns. The direct trade to 
America forms the only exception to this comprehenſive 
community of intereſts. The tenor of this article is of in- 
finite conſequence to the general trading intereſt of Furope; 
all the ſtates of which, by the 25th article of the ſame al- 
liance, are excluded from any proſpect of obtaining fimilar 
advantages. 

This forms a civil union in almoſt the ſtrigeſt ſenſe; the 
political union is even more perfect. By the iſt and 16th 
articles, the two monarchs of France and Spain agree to 
look upon every power as their enemy, which becomes an 
enemy of the othcr; that a war declared againſt either, 
ſhall be regarded as perional by the other ; and that, when 
they happen to be both engaged in a war againſt the ſame 
enemy or enemies, they will wage it jointly with their 
whole forces; and that their military operations ſhall pro- 
ceed by common conſent, and with a perfect agreement. 

By the 26th article, they agree reciprocally to diſcloſe 
to each other their all:arces and negotiations. 

By the 17th and 18th, they formally engage not to make, 
or even to liſten, to any propoſal of peace trom their com- 
mon enemies, but by mutual conſent; being reſolved, in 
time of peace as well as in time of war, each mutually te con- 

feder the intereſls of the allied crown as its own; to compen- 
ate their ſeveral loſſes and advantages, and to aft as if the 
two monarchies formed only one and the Jame power. The 
king of the Sicilies, and the infant duke of Parma are com- 
prehended in this treaty. 

Here is the model of the moſt perfect confederacy. 
There is but one reſtriction to the extent of this ſcheme :; 
but this particular reſtriction is a key to the whole treaty ; 
as it ſhews, in the moſt ſatisfactory manner, againſt what 
object it was principally directed. For by the 8th article it 
18 provided, that Spain ſhall not he bound to ſuccour France, 
u hen ſhe is engaged in a war in conſequence of her engage- 
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ments by the treaty of Weſtphalia, or other alliances with 
the princes and ſtates of Germany and the north, unleſs 
ſome maritime power takes part in thoſe wars, or France 
be attacked by land in her own country. This exception 
of the maritime powers indicates ſufficiently that the ten- 
dency of this article is to affect England, and ſerves to point 
out clearly, though obliquely, to the other powers of Eu— 
rope, that their connection with England is the great cir- 
cumſtance which is to provoke the enmity of Spain. 

It ſhould ſeem that this treaty alone, when once its true 
nature came to be diſcovered, if no other cauſe exiſted, 
would have been ſufficient to juſtify Great Britain in a de- 
claration of war againſt a monarchy, which had united it- 
ſelf in ſo intimate a manner with her enemy, that it was 
rendered impoſſible to diſtinguiſh the one from the other. 
In this point, however, prudence was to interpoſe, and 


circumftances to direct. It was not, therefore, untill eve- £4 
ry attempt to bring Spain to a clear declaration of pacific 60 
intentions had been tried without ſucceſs, in the manner $8 
we have already ſeen, that war was actually declared againſt 1 


her. This declaration was made, on our part, in London, _ 
the 2d of January of the preſent year. 
Since Great Britain was a kingdom, ſhe never was in 


= 

| ſuch a doubtful and dangerous fituation; for at this time Nj 
| ſhe was engaged, directly or indirectly, in a war, not only | 540 
| with all the great continental powers, but, what is more be 
| material, with the moſt conſiderable part of the maritime | f 9 
| ſtrength of Europe. According to the ordinary computa- 43 
tions, the navy of Spain conſiſted of more than 100 men "A 

of war; and though the French navy was greatly reduced, 321 


it became of conſideration when added to the Spaniſh, 
Great efforts were made to render it reſpectable. Several 
communities in France engaged to fit out men of war at 
their own expence; and in general that whole people telt, 
after having been ſunk under a long deſpondency, a momen- 
tary glow of hope and animation from this alliance, ſo pow- 
erful in its real ſtrength, and in its principles ſo flattering 
| to the national vanity. The glory of their royal houſe was, 
| on this occaſion, united with the fatety of their country. 
They were reinforced by the moſt cordial amity of a power 
untouched in its reſources of men, money, and ſtores; 
| whilſt Great Britain was exhauſted of men by her many 
K k k victories, 
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victories, and her reſources were ſinking under a debt of 
more than one hundred millions. 

Beſides, a rude ſhock had been lately given to the ſyſtem 
of the Engliſh miniſtry, which might be ſuppoſed, in forme 
degree, likely to affect public credit. The part which Mr. 
Pitt might finally take, and the conſequences which might 
reſult from his actions, were extremely undetermined ; noi 
was it at all clear, what degree of harmony and real confi- 
dence continued amongſt the ſeveral parts of the ſubſiſting 
adminiſtration. All theſe conſiderations could not fail of 
inſpiring France with great confidence. 

Great Britain, under theſe circumſtances, had, however, 
ſome things in her favour. 'The hope of plunder which 
always attends a Spaniſh war, diſpoſed the minds of man; 
towards the preſent ; and was ſure to call forth a very vigc- 
rous exertion both of public and private ſtrength. Thi 
circumſtance alſo inſured the ſupplies. 

With regard to the adminiſtration, their delay in enter- 
ing into this Spaniſh war, contrary to the ideas of Mr. Pitts, 
his reſignation in conſequence of this delay; the neceſſity, 
which ſo ſoon after appeared, of engaging in hoſtilities, 
and which, to the bulk of the people, ſeemed to juſtify the 
ſentiments of that miniſter, together with a recollection ol 
the ſingular ſpirit with which the French war had been car- 
ried on, mult neceſſarily have excited them to the molt 
ſtrenuous efforts, and to every act of laudable emulation. 
There was a neceſſity of ſhewing, that the ſpirit of the na- 
tion, and the wiſdom of its councils, were not confined to 
a ſingle man; and it was ſhewn effectually. 

We had alſo, to ballance the great ſtrength derived from 
the extraordinary combination of our enemies, that uni— 
form tenor of ſucceſs on our ſide, which made our people 
believe themſelves invincible. This was not an unground- 
ed preſumption, or a dream of enthuſiaſm ; their juſt opini- 
on of ſuperior courage, together with the ſolid experience 
derived from ſuch a variety of ſervices, and ſo many ſharp 
conflicts by ſea and land, all combined to make our force: 
ſeem, and be, almoſt irreſiſtible. 

Spain, on the other hand, had, in the very conſtitution 
of her power, an eſſential defect, which expoſed her on 
this, as upon all other occaſions. Her reſources, though 
very great, are not within herſelf ; and conſequently are 
not always at her command, being ſubject not only to be 

intercepted 
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intercepted by the operations of the war, but to be de- 
ſtroyed or loſt by the caſualty of long voyages; and, in 
every event, are liable to delay and diſappointment. 


CHAP: 


Portugal threatened. Melancholy flate of that kingdom. 
Arrogant propoſition of the French and Spaniſh miniſlers 
to the court of Liſbon. Anſwer of that court. Several 
memorials, Reſolution of the king of Portugal. French 
and Spaniſh miniſters depart. War declared by thoſe 


powers againſl Portugal. 


U CH was our ſituation, both at home and abroad, at 

the breaking out of this new war Something extraor- 
dinary was to be expected from the confederacy of the 
houſe of Bourbon. It was not, however, altogether cer- 
tain where the ſtorm, that was gathering, would fall. 
There were apprehenſions for the peace of Italy; Holland 
had ſome cauſe of dread; and menaces were uſed in that 
quarter. But Portugal ſeemed to be moſt endangered, on 
account of her cloſe and natural connection with Great 
Britain, her internal weakneſs, the antient claims of the 
Catholick king, and the opportunity of invaſion; that 
kingdom being on all ſides, except to the ſea, in a manner 
incloſed by Spain. 

Public conjecture was not miſtaken in fixing upon Por- 
tugal. No mention was made, indeed, of the Spaniſh pre- 
tenſions to that crown; but a reſolution was taken not only 
to oblige her to renounce all friendſhip, but to violate her 
neutrality with Great Britain. 

No attempt was ever deſigned with leſs appearance of 
juſtice; no propoſition was ever made with more arrogance 
and deſpotiſm to an independent ſovereign ; and no ſcheme 


ſeemed, according to every human appearance, fo certain 


of ſucceſs. 

'The kingdom of Portugal, on the recovery of her li- 
berty; which happened in the year 1640, found herſelf 
ſtripped of the greateſt part of thoſe acquiſitions, in both 
Indics, which had been the principal ſources of her power, 
and the great monuments of the capacity of her former 
kings and commanders. During the interval of her ſub- 
jection, new commercial powers had riſen, ſome on the 

K k K 2 ruins 


444 The HisTory of the WAR. 1762 


ruins of her fortune, and others upon different but not les 
ſubſtantial foundations. Though the Brazils were recover. 
ed, and Goa and ſome other places in India remained {| 
to Portugal, her maritime power, and the ſhare of trade, 
on which it depended, were not recoverable. Contrary to 
the fate of other nations, who have ſhaken off a torcign do- 
minion, ſhe did not owe her liberty to great abilities 

Whilſt the United Provinces were firſt freed, and after. 
wards aggrandized, by the capacity of the princes 0 
Orange, and whilſt Pruſſia, from an inconſiderable and de. 
pendent principality, grew into a formidable monarchy b) 
the genius of her ſovereigns, Portugal continued to lan. 
guiſh in a ſtate of mediocrity. Without any ſymptoms 0! 
danger to her exiſtence, ſhe ſuffered a gradual decay of her 
power and conſideration. The character of her govern- 
ment was narrow and bigoted, and the whole ſyſtem of her 
commerce prepoſterous. It, on the one hand, a long peace: 
added to the reſources of her revenue, it, on the other, 
abſolutely annihilated her military; and no country in thc 
world had an army ſo incomplete in numbers, ſo ill turniſh- 
ed with arms, ſo deficient in diſciphne, and ſo wholly un- 
provided of able and experienced officers. 

In this condition ſhe ſuffered a fatal blow from the earth- 
quake in 1756. The wealthy and flouriſhing city of Liſbon 
was laid level with the ground; near 30,000 of the inhabji- 
tants were buried in the ruins; and thoſe who remaincd, 
with the court itſelf, were reduced to the utmoſt diſtreſ 
and miſery. 

As if this earthquake, which overturned their capital, 
had alſo ſhaken and diſtracted the frame of their government, 
and the temper of their minds, the moſt dreadful diſtempers 
broke out in the ſtate. A ſeries of horrid crimes, and o. 
crue] puniſhments, ſucceeded to this calamity. The moi! 
noble and wealthy family of Portugal, having eng; aged it- 
lelf in a ſacrilegious attempt on the life of their ſov ereign, 
was cut off at once, with little diſtinction of ſex or age, by 
a bloody and dreadful exertion of juſtice. Many others, 
who were accuſed or ſuſpected, ſuffered death, or exile, 
or impriſonment. Amongſt theſe, and from the ſame cau- 
ſes, one of the moſt conſiderable religious orders for wealth, 
influence, and policy, was ſtripped of its poſſeſſions, and 
intirely driven out of the country. 


All theſe circumſtances left this unhap y kingdom in the 
utmo!: 
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utmoſt weakneſs and confuſion. All thoſe, and they were 
not a few, who were attached by connection of blood or 
intereſt to the nobles that had ſuffered, or by religious pre- 
judice to the Jeſuits who had been expelied, could never 
be cordially relied upon by the crown, and were probabiy 
as little inclined to any extraordinary efforts in favour of a 
government, which their reſentments muſt have repreſent— 
ed to them as no better than a bloody tyranny. 

'The Bourbon confederacy had ſome ground to ſuppoſe 
that Portugal, in this ſituation, would not have courage to 
withſtand their menaces, and much lels ability for any long 
time to reſiſt their efforts. The Spanith army overiprend 
the frontiers of Portugal; the commerce of corn between 
the two kingdoms was prohibited, and every thing threat- 
ened a ſudden invaſion, In the midſt of theſe 
hoſtile preparations, the French and Spaniſh mi- Mar. 6 
niſters preſented a joint memorial to the court of 
Liſbon which was followed by ſcveral others. The pur- 
port of theſe memorials was to perſuade his moſt faithful 
majeſty to enter into the alliance, and co-operate in the 
meaſures of the two crowns, againſt Great Britain. 

It was not eaſy to find very convincing arguments to in- 
duce Portugal to adopt fo extraordinary a change of ſyſtem. 
The united crowns, in a memorial which was ſigned by 
the ambaſſadors of both, inſiſted largely on the tyranny 
which Great Britain exerted upon all powers, eſpecially the 
maritime, and upon Portugal among the reſt; on the par- 
ticular infult which had been offered to her juriſdiction, by 
Boſcawen's attack on de la Clue's ſquadron in a Portugueſe 
harbour; on that affinity, by which the two monarchs of 
Spain and Portugal are as cloſely connected by the ties of 
blood, as all powers are by a common intereit, to oppoſe 
the ambitious deſigns of the Engliſh, 

W hatcver theſe arguments were deficient in realon, was 
made up by a ſtrong ;nſinvation of force. The memorial 
concluded with a declaration, that, as ſoon as his molt faith- 
ſul majeſty had taken his refolution” which they doubted 
not would prove lavourable, their army was ready to enter 
Portugal, and to garriſon the principal ports of that KIng- 
dom, in order to prevent the J 5 to which they might 
be expoled from the attempts of the Ungliih. 

The two miniſters added to this extr aordinary memori— 
al, that they were ordered by their courts to demand a ca- 
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tegorical anſwer in four days; and that any delay, beyond 
that time, ſhould be conſidered as a negative. 

The ſituation of Portugal was at this time certainly wor. 
thy of compathon. If, contrary to her known intereſts, 
contrary to her antient connections, and to the faith of 
treaties, ſhe ſhould engage in this offenſive alliance, ſhe 
mult expect to ſee her territories and her colonies expoſed 
to the lormidable navies of England. This however dan- 
gerous condeſcenſion was not to ſecure her, by her own 
act, ſhe would have put herſelf, bound hand and foot, in- 
to the power of the Bourbon alliance; and having receiv- 
ed foreign garriſons into all her places of ſtrength, woul( 
have reduced herſelf to the condition of a province to Spain, 
On the other hand, if ſhe adhered to her faith, and at. 
tempted to maintain her independency, an army of ſixty 
thouſand men was ready to enter her territories, which 
contained no place of real ſtrength, and which had not 
twenty thouſand troops, and thoſe ill armed, and worſe 
diſciplined, to defend it. 

In this emergency, the firmneſs of the king of Portugal 
was eminent, and ſuch as mult deliver his name to poſteri- 
ty with the moſt diſtinguiſhed advantage. He reſolved _ 
dily to adhere to his antient and natural alliance, and t 
brave all dangers and difficulties, that he might e 
his fidelity inviolable; following that generous maxim o! 
king John of France, that if good faith were to be banifh- 
ed trom all other parts of the world, it ought to be found 
in the breaſt of ſovereigns. 

His anſwer to this infulting propoſition was humble and 
moderate, but firm : he obſerved, that the ties, which 
equally united him to Great Britain and the two crowns, 
rendered him as proper a mediator to them all, as they 
made it improper for him to declare himſelf an enemy to 
any of them; that his alliance with England was antient, 
and therefore could give no offence at this conjuncture; 
that it was purely defenſive, and therefore innocent in all its 
circumſtances ; that the late ſufferings of Portugal diſabled 
her (in caſe ſhe were willing) from taking part in an offen- 
five war, into the calamitics of which, neither the love his 
faithful majeſty bore to his ſubjects as a father, nor the du- 
ty by which he was bound to them as a king, could ſuffer 
him to plunge them. Finally, he reminded the catholic 
king of his pacific diſpoſitions, by which, on former 2 
10 ns, 
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ſons, he had yielded ſo much, to preſerve peace between 
the two kingdoms. 

This reaſonable and moderate anſwer drew on replies, 
which more and more diſcloſed the true character and ſpi- 
rit of the Bourbon confederacy. They denied that the al- 
liance with England was purely defenſive, or intircly inno— 
cent ; and for this unheard-of reaſon, that the defenſive al- 
liance is converted into an offenſive one, /r9m he filugtion 
of the Portugueſe dominions, and from the nature of the 
Engliſh power : the Engliſh ſquadron, | laid they, cannot 
keep the ſea in all ſeaſons, nor cruize on the principal coaſts 
for cutting off the French and Spaniſh navigation, without 
the ports and the aſſiſtance of Portugal; that theſe ifland— 
ers could not inſult all maritime Europe, if all the rick cs of 
Portugal did not paſs into their hands; that therctore Por- 
tugal furniſhes them with the means to make war; and 
their alliance with the court of Great Britain is olten- 
ſive. 

Certainly, the ſituation of a country was never before 
given as a reaſon, however it might have ſerved as a ſecret 
motive, for declaring war againſt it. Nor was it bctore 
heard, that the common advantages of trade, derived trom 
a neutral nation, could be deemcd an ad of hoſtility. Theſe 
were rather inſults than arguments. And the whole pro- 
ceedings of the united crowns were in the ſame ſtrain ; they 
undertook tojudge tor Portugal of the pretended _ which 
was impoſcd upon her by th ngland, and which ſhe could 
not herſelf diſcover ; to reſent injuries for Nos: or which 
the had received and accept. d ſatisfaction; and, as it this 
had not been indignity ſufficient, they nfulingly inform 
the king of Portugal, that he ought to be glad o of the ne ceſſ- 
ty en they laid upon him to make be of bis reaſons þ in 
order to take the road of his glory, and the common inte re} 
This neceſſity was the immediate m. arch ol their army to 
take poſſeſſion of his dominions. 

So extraordinary a treatment neither intimidated the kin 
from the firmneſs of his reſolution, nor provoked him to 
change from the moderation of his language. He main- 
tained, that the treaties of league and commerce, which 
ſubſiſted between Portugal and Great Britain, are ſuch as 
the law of God, of nature, and of nations 5" HAVE always 
deemed innocent. He ntooated their moſt chriſtian and 
catholic majeſties to open their cyes to the cr; ing injuſtice 


nat 
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of purſuing againſt Portugal, the war kindled againſt Great 
Zritain: he deſired them to conſider, that they were giving 
an example, which would produce the deſtruction of man— 
kind; that there was an end of the public ſafety, if neutral 
nations were to be attacked, becauſe they have defenſive 
treatics with the belligerent powers; that a maxim fo de- 
ſtructive would occaſion deſolation 1 in all Europe, the mo- 
ment a war was kindled between any two ſtates; that, there- 
fore, if their troops ſhould enter his dominions, he would, 
in defence of his neutrality, endeavour to repulſe them with 
all his forces, and thoſe of his allies; and he concluded with 
this magnanimous declaration, that it would affect him le, 
th Sugh . to the laſt extremity, of which the Great 
Fudge is the [le arbiter, to let tbe laſt tile of his palace 
fall, ang to ſee his faithful ſubjefs ſpill the laſt 2 F 
their blood, than ts ſacrifice, together with the bono 
* crown, all that Fortugal helds moſt dear; and to f J 
711 , by ſuch extlragrdinar y means, 2 hecs Ine an unheard-: 
e us to all pacific powers, who will ns longer be able 
enjoy the be nejil neut ality, 70 Damen a war Poll d be 
kindled between other arg with which the former are 


connecied by defenſeve treaties. When this final refolution 
was thus ſpiritedly declared, paſſports were de. 
April 27. manded tor the cmbaſladow of the two crowns, 


who immediately departed; and, in a little time 
after, France and Spain jointly declared war againſt Portu- 
al. | 
We have dwelt ſome time upon this tranſaction : we 
hope the reader will not think the narrative drawn into 
blameable length. The ſubject is intereſting, the procé- 
dure uncomm an, and the example alarming. This wa 
againſt Portugal was the firſt fr wit of the Bourbon compact 
they ſhewed very carly to the world, what it was to expect 
from the maturity of this league; when they were fo ele. 
vated by the ſuperiority they imagined they had attained, 
even in forming it, that they thought themſelves diſpenſcd 
from thoſe decorums, and plauſible appearances, which thc 
moſt ambitious princes commonly make uſe of, in the exc- 
cution of their moſt ambitious deſigns. If they had invad- 
ed Portugal without any declaration at all, it might, per- 
haps, be conſidered as a piece of convenient injuſtice, which 
they left the previcus neceſſity, and ſubſequent ſucceſs ot 
their affairs, to juſtiſy as they could; but fo many _—_ 
rials 
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rials and reaſonings on the ſubje&, ſhew that this oppreſſion 


was deliberate, and that they had not been driven to it by a 
ſudden emergency, but that it became a regular and avowed 
part of their political ſyſtem. 

Having laid open the manner in which the ſouthern part 
of Furope ſo ſurpriſingly became engaged in this war, it is 
now our buſineſs to relate in what manner ſome of the 
northern parts were as ſurpriſingly extricated out of it. 


e 


Death of the empreſs Elizabeth of Ruſſia. Her character. 
State of the power of Ruſſia on her deceaſe. Her nephew, 
Peter III. ſucceeds. Intire change of ſyſtem. Peace with 
Pruſſia. Peace between Pruſſia and Sweden. Pruſſian 
conqueſts reſtored. The czar enters into an alliance with 
the king of Pruſſia. War with Denmark threatened, Its 


cauſe. Extorted loan from Hamburgh. Campaign be- 


tween Pruſſians and Auſtrians opens. Pruſſians obtain 
advantages in Saxony and Sileſia. Sudden revolution in 


Ruſſia. 


E have ſeen, in the cloſe of the laſt year, that, by the 

taking of Colberg, on one hand, and Schweidnitz, 
on the other, the king of Pruſſia's dominions were entirely 
at the mercy of his enemies: his forces were worn away, 
and even his efforts had gradually declined: a complete 
victory, tho? this was an event not at all probable, could not 
fave him. The Ruſſians, by wintering in Pomerania, and 
by the poſſeſſion of Colberg, which inſured them ſupplies 
by a ſafe and expeditious channel, were in a condition to 
commence their operations much earlier than uſual, as v ell 
as to ſuſtain them with more ſpirit and uniformity. No 
reſource of policy could be tried with the leaſt expeQation 
of ſucceſs. After ſuch a reſiſtance for hve years, of which 
the world never furniſhed another example, the king of 
Pruſſia had nothing left but ſuch a conduct as might cloſe 
the ſcene with glory, ſince there was fo little appearance of 
his concluding the war with ſafety. 


In the midit of theſe gloomy appearances, his inveterate 


and inflexible enemy, the empreſs of Ruſſia, 
died, in the ſixty-third year of her age, and the Jan. 2. 
twenty-ſecond ot her reign. * 
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This princeſs was ſecond daughter to Peter the Great, 
and a deſcendant not altogether unworthy of that illuſtrious 
tounder of the Ruſſian empire. From being little better 
than a priſoner, ſhe became in a moment a deſpotic ſover- 
eign. At the acceſſion of this princeſs, the Ruſſian power, 
ſo newly created, ſeemed to be in danger of a decline, trom 
the many revolutions to which the empire had been ſubject; 
and the inſtitutions of Peter the Great, by which that cx. 
tenſive part of the world was drawn out of barbariſm, be. 
gan perceivably to decay, until her acceſſion to the throne, 
when the former was put out of all queſtion by the vigour 
ot her government, and the latter cheriſhed and promote 
by the encouragement which ſhe gave to every valuable ar 
and ſcience. The academy at Peterſburg is at preſent on: 
of the moſt flouriſhing in Europe, and has already enriche: 
the learned world with conſiderable diſcoveries. 

In fact, ſhe governed the Ruſſian empire with mor: 
lenity than any of her predeceflors; and, perhaps, carried 
this amiable diſpoſition to an impolitic acceſs. She reg! 
lated and increaſed her finances; kept alive, and even in- 
creaſed, the diſcipline of her armies; and in all her tran 
actions with foreign ſtates, and in the various faces which 
her politics aſſumed, ſhe always ſupported the dignity an! 
importance of her country at the higheſt point. For he 
private pleaſures, indeed, ſhe has been much cenſured ; bu 
as they were merely pleaſures, and ot ſuch a nature that ſen- 
timent had little ſhare in them, they had little influence or 
her public conduct, which was always manly and firm. 

The part ſhe took in this war, though it might in ſom 
meaſure have been dictated by reſentment, was at the ſamc 
time the reſult of the ſoundeſt policy. No power, but that 
of the king of Pruſſia, was capable of checking hers. He 
was, not only trom his ſtrength and character, but from the 
ſituation of his dominions, the only prince in Europe from 
whom it could be materially her intereſt to make conqueſts 
By the retention of Pruſſia, and by the dominion which in 
another name, ſhe held over the dutchy of Courland, ſhe 
poſſeſſed a very great ſhare of the Baltic coaſt, and thereby 
poſſeſſed the means of becoming a maritime power of the 
firſt order. With theſe advantages, ſhe might eaſily com- 
plete all that had been wanting, towards eſtabliſhing an un- 
controulable power over Poland. By the ſame means ſhe 
might entirely over-awe Denmark and Sweden ; and = 
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by her vicinity, ſhe would be enabled to interpoſe in the 
concerns of Germany, with much more authority than ſhe 
had hitherto poſſeſſed; although her intervention had 
always been of conſequence. 

In reality, the houſe of Auſtria ſeemed to make far greater 
ſacrifices of her intereſt to her reſentment than Ruſſia did, 
with whom thoſe two principals went hand in hand, and 
ſupported each other. For nothing is more evident, than 
that Ruſſia would ſet up for a defender of the liberties of 
Germany, if ever ſhe got any footing in its neighbourhood ; 


that ſhe would animate the powers there to aſſert a greater 


degrce of independence than they do at preſent ; that ihe 
would render, by her machinations, the empire in the Au— 
ſtrian family very precariovs ; and might even find means of 
ſetting ſome feeble prince on the imperial throne, in order 
to embroil the whole Germanic body, and to keep it in en- 
tire dependence upon Ruſſia. On the whole, if the projects 
of Auſtria had ſucceeded in their full extent, ſhe would have 
very ſoon found in Ruſſia a more powerful reſtraint than 
ever ſhe had either in France or Sweden, even in the ereat- 
eſt heights of their power and credit in Germany. She 
would, indeed, have ruined the king of Pruſſia ; but ſhe 
would have purchaſed his ruin with her own independency. 
Theſe were the proſpe&s that lay before all political rea— 
ſoners at the time of the death of the emprefs Elizabeth. 
Charles Peter Ulric, of the houſe of Holſtein, who had 
been created grand duke of Ruſſia, and appointed heir ap- 
parent to that vaſt empire by the late czarina, ſucceeded, 
under the name of Peter III. None but thoſe who were 
intimately acquainted with the character and diſpoſition of 
the new czar, couid have any reaſon to imagine that he 
would abandon the ſyſtem of his predeceſſor, which was 
certainly founded on the true intereſt of the country he go- 
verned. The king of Pruſſia himſelf ſeemed for ſome time 
to have entertained no great hopes trom this change. 'The 
czar had, however, ſometimes diſcovered marks of eſteem 
tor the character of this monarch. He had the black eagle, 
of which order the king of Pruſha is grand mater. But the 
king of Pruſha could place very little confidence in this: 
however, with that air of pleaſantry, which never entirely 
forſook him in all his misfortunes, he ſaid in a letter to Mr. 
Mitchel, the Britiſh miniſter at the Ruſſian court, © Is not 
this a very extraordinary knight, to leed 80,000 men at mz 
. 112 expence; 
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expence ? He is the only one of my knights that takes th 
liberty. If every knight of the garter did the ſame, your 
England (England though it is) would be devoured by them, 
I beg you would endeavour to make my knight more trac. 
table, and tell him it is againſt the inſtitutes of the order, 
for a knight to eat up his grand maſter.” 

The eyes of all Europe were now fixed upon the ſtep: 
which the czar might take. With regard to the govern. 
ment of his country, nothing could be more popular and 
auſpicious than his firſt meaſures. The earlieſt uſe he made 
of his abſolute power, was, to ſet the Ruſſian nobility and 
gentry free, and to put them on the ſame footing with thoſe 
ot their rank in the other more moderate governments of 
Europe. Almoſt all the exiles were recalled to court, and 
amongſt the reſt the unfortunate count Biron, who, from 
ſovereign prince, had been reduced to the moſt wretchee 
condition, in the moſt wretched country on the globe. He 
had been many years a peaſant of Siberia, and may very 
probably once more become a ſovereign prince. It is in 
thoſe deſpotic governments we ſee the molt ſtriking exceſſes, 
and diſmal reverſes of fortune; in which one day a person 
is raiſed to ſomething almoſt above man, and the next 15 
perhaps in a moment degraded to the loweſt ſtation of hu- 
manity. 

Ihe new emperor proceeded in his retormation to aboliſh 
ſome levere and tyrannical juriſdictions, and intending the 
lame benign diſpoſition to all degrees of his ſubjects, h: 
leſſened the tax upon ſalt, to the very great and univeria; 
relief of the poor. 

Theſe beginnings gave the moſt favourable impreſſions ol 
his domeſtic government. But Europe was principally con- 
cerned in his foreign politics. It was not long before his 
diſpoſitions to peace became apparent. What aſtoniſhed 
the world, was the high rate at which he valued this bleſſing. 
In a memorial, which he cauſed to be delivered on the 230 
of February, to the miniſters of the allied courts, he declar- 
ed, that, in order to the eſtabliſhment of peace, he was read) 
to ſacrifice all the conqueſts made by the arms of Ruſſia in this 
War, in hopes that the allied courts will on their parts equally 
prefer the reſtoration of peace and tranquillity, to the advan- 
tages which they might expe from the continuance of the 
war, but which they cannot obtain but by a continuance «of 
the effuſion of human blood. 
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The allics praiſed the diſintereſtedneſs, ſpirit, and huma- 
nity of this declaration; but recommended to his attention 
the fidelity to treaties, Which conſtitutes a no leis valuable 
part of the roy al character, and a no leis conitderable branch 
of the duty of a monarch to his ſubje&s. They ſhewed a 
diſpoſition to imitate his deſire for peace „ but by no means 
to follow his example in purchating it by a ceſſion yi wh the 
advantages, which they had acquired, or hoped to acquire 
by the war. 

The czar having thus far conjpites with decency, and 
being of a character little fitted to wait the How proce dure 
of a joint negotiation, gave way to his ardent deſires for 
peace, and to the ſentiments of that extrav agant admiration, 
which he had conceived for the king of P ruſma. A ſuſr en- 
fon of hoſtilities was concluded between them on the 1614. 
of March; and it was followed not long after by 
a treaty of peace and alliance. Nothing v. 28 May < 
ſtipul ated by the czar in favour of his former con- 
fedetates, whom he entirely abandoncd. He even agreed to 
join his troops to thofe ol the king of Pruſita to act ac gainſt 
them. In a little time a Ruſſian army was ſeen in coniunc- 
tion with one of Pruſſia, to drive out of Silefia thoſe Auſtri— 
ans, who had been a tew months before brought into that 
province by the Ruſſian arms. | 

This was a miraculous revolution. Fertune, who had fo 
long abandoned the king of Prutha to his genius, aſter lie 
ving perſecuted him for near five years, and overpov- cred 
him with the whole weight of her anger, at length made 
amends by a ſudden turn, and did for him at one  firoke the 
only thing, by which he could poſſibly be faved. 

Sweden, who ſince ſhe has recovered her liberty has loft 
her political importance, and for a long time fs Urea rely 
under the direction of Ruthan councils, followed on this, 
as on all other occaſions, the exam ple of the court of Piterf— 
burgh, and ſigned a Treaty ol Peace u ith the } King of Pruſſia 
on the 22d of May. 

In order to account for whatever was not the reſult ot 
mere perſonal character in this extraordinary revolution of 
politics in Ruſſia, it will be neceſſary to onion thereader, 
that the czar Peter the third was duke of Holſtein: and { that 
the dukes of Holſtein had pretenſions to the 3 iy of £1. 
wick. Theſe pretenſions were compromiſed by a "BY, in 


1732. But as the ceſſion made by the houſe of IIulſtein in 
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this treaty was the effect of neceſſity, it had been alway: 
apprehended that ſhe would make ule of the firſt ſafe oppor. 
tunity of reclaiming her antient rights. The czar ſeiſed 
eagerly on the great one, which the poſſeſſion of the whole 
Ruſſian power afforded him, and he reſolved to enter into 
an immediate war for this object, to which his predilection 
for his native country gave in his eyes a far greater impor. 
tance than to all the conqueſts of his predeceſſor. As long 
as this war with the king of Pruſſia ſubſiſted, it was impoſſ. 
ble that his deſigns againſt Denmark could be proſecutce 

with any hope of ſucceſs, W holly indifferent therefore t- 
all others, and paſſionately ſond of this object, as ſoon 4. 
he came to the throne, without any diſpute or negotiation, 
he offercd the king of Pruſſia in his great diſtreſs ever; 
thing he could have hoped from a ſeries of victories „ and 
whilſt he joined his arms to thoſe of that monarch in 
Sileſia, he cauſed an army to march towards Holſtein. 

Thus the peace with Ruſſia, ſar from conducing to the 
general peace of Furope, did very little more than change 
the face of the war. It brought in new ſubjects of diſpute, 
and new Parties, and by threatning 1 Denmark, leſt not a ſin— 
vie oa er in the north in a ſtate of aſſured tranquillity. 

The king of Denmark, though threatened by fo formida- 
ble a power engaged in purſuit of a ſavourite object, was 
not terrified into any mean conceſſions. He recruited hi: 
army, repaired his fortifications, and prepared for his defence, 
with temper and magnammity. As money muit be much 
wanting jor the ſervices of ſo important a war, as his coun— 
try could furniſh no great ſupplies, and the borrowings in 
every part or Eee together with the ſudden invaſion of 
his dominions, could enable him to form no ſanguine hopes 
of public credit, he turned his eyes towards the city of Ham- 
burgh, which had enriched itlelf by u its induſtry and neu- 
trality during the whole war, and by the number of wealthy 
perſons who had fled there for re: uge from the calamitics, 
which all the neighbouring countries had ſufſered. 

His Daniſh majcity had always kept alive a claim of 
ſovereignty cver that city, which (however tounded) he 
exerciſed whenever he found himſelf able. He thought 
the preſent one of thoſe conjunctures. Therefore without 

any previous notice he appears with a ftrong army 

June 18. before Hamburg, ſeizes the ſuburbs, threatens 
the city with an immediate fage, if they did not 
immediately 
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immediately ſubmit to a loan of 1,000,000 of rixdollars. 
The magiſtrates of this trading city, little prepared tor, or 
accuſtomed to war, having no ally at hand, and who would 
be equally endangered by the ſtrength of any ally able to 

rotect them, prudently ſubmitted, and furniſhed the king 
with ſuch a ſupply as his affairs required. 

The king of Pruſſia loſt no time to profit of this great 
and unexpected revolution in his favour. The neutrality 
of the Ruſſians ſtill left the Auſtrians much ſuperior to him. 
Their alliance brought him to an equality. Two Auſtrian 
armies in Sileſia and one in Saxony, were prepared to act, 
and it was not clear which fide would begin to act on the 
offenſive : the Auſtrian armies threatened Glogau and Brei- 
law with a ſiege, and the king ot Pruſſia's threatened Sch- 
weidnitz. | 

The active character of the king of Prutha, and the 
caution of marſhal Daun, ſoon determined the part which 
the ſeveral armies were to take, and the ſpirit of 
the ſeveral operations. Very early in the cam- May 12. 
paign prince Henry made a vigorous puſh on the 
imperial poſts towards the frontiers of Saxony. The Im- 
perialiſts were obliged to evacuate Dippolſwalda with ſome 
loſs in killed. About tour thouſand men were taken priſo- 
ners; 365 waggons were allo taken, and ſeveral military 
trophies. 

By this ſignal advantage, all the part of Saxony, poſſeſſed 
by the Pruſſians, was effectually ſecured ; and any attempt 
which might hereafter be thought proper for the recovery 
of Dreſden, was much facilitated. Although the Auſtrians, 
ſenſible of the conſequence of this loſs, and largely reinforc- 
ed from the armies in Silctta, attempted to recover theſe 
poſts by ſeveral lively efforts, they were repulſed with no 
ſmall ſlaughter on both ſides; and prince Henry remained 
lo much maſter of Saxony, that it was neceſſary to keep 
a large army from the war in Sileſia, to prevent if poſſi- 
ble his making irruptions into the very heart of Bohemia, 

His Pruſſian majcſty derived advantages from the conduct 
of his brother, which he did not neglect to improve. Tt 
was not until the latter end of June that he was joined by his 
new Ruſſian allies. As ſoon as this junction was formed, he 

reſolved to make a tryal ot what theſe men could do in his 
tavour, who had aQcd ſo ſtreniouſty againit him. Mar- 
ſha} Daun's army occupied fevers! itrong, but detached emi- 
nencies, 
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nencics, Which enabled him to communicate with and pro. 
tect Schweidnitz from all attempts of the enemy. 
July 21. The king of Pruſſia undertook to diſlodge him 
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from thoſe advantageous poſts. In ſome of his at- 
tempts he ſucceeded, in others he was baffled with ſome loſs, 

This was no regular battle; but the king of Pruſſia, 
though he did not ſucceed immediately in his attack, yet by 
his judicious manœuvres he attained all the advantages he 
propoſed from his enterpriſe. For marſhal Daun, appre- 
henſive from the motions of his army, that the king of 
Pruſſia intended to ferze upon his principal magazine, and 
even to cut off his communication with Bohemia, abandon- 
ed thoſe important poſts which he had hitherto maintained 
with fuccels, fell back to the extremities of Sileſia, and left 
Schweidnitz, entirely uncovered. 

The king of Pruſſia immediately prepared to inveſt that 
city whilit different detachments of Pruſſians, ſome on the 
fide of Saxony, others on the ſide of Sileſia, penetrated deep 
into Bohemia, laid many parts of the country under contri- 
bution, and ſpread an univerſal alarm. It was about five 
years ſince they had been driven from thence by the victo-— 
rious arms of marſhal Daun, who now found himſelf unable 
to. protect that kingdom from their ravages. A conſiderable 
body of Ruſhan irregulars alſo made an irruption into Bo- 
hemia, and began there to retaliate on the Auſtrians thoſe 
exceſſes, which they had themſelves ſo often before com- 
mitted on the Pruſſian dominions. 

Whilſt the king of Pruſſia was thus playing with fpiri! 
the great game which fortune had put into his hands, he 
was all at once threatened with a ſudden reverſe, by ano- 
ther revolution in Ruſſia, which bore all the appearance ol 
being as uniavourable to him, as the former had been be- 
yond all hopes beneficial. The variable political climate of 
Ruſſia, under whoſe influence all his fortune decayed or 
flourithed, was covered with a ſudden cloud by the depo- 
ſition, followed cloſe by the death, of his faſt friend, and 
faithful ally, the czar of Muſcovy. 
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Cauſes of the revolution in Ruſſia. Czar irritates the clergy 


and ſoldiery. Differences with the czarina. Conſpiracy 
againſt him. Czar depoſed ly the ſenate. Attempts an 
eſcape. His impriſonment and death. The czarina de- 
clared empreſs. Her politic condutt. Ingratiates herſelf 
with the people. 


ROM the moment of the late czar's acceſſion to the 
throne of the Ruſha's, ſomething extraordinary was ex- 
peed. His diſpoſition ſeemed to lead him to make altera- 
tions in every thing, and having ſet before himſelf two great 
examples, that of the king of Pruſſia and of his predeceſſor 
Peter I. it was expected that this vaſt empire was going 
once more, almoſt within the life of a man, to aſſume a new 
face; a circumſtance which could not fail of having a ſeri- 
ous influence on the affairs of Europe. Peter III. made 
more new regulations in Ruſſia in a few weeks, than wiſe 
and cautious princes undertake in a long reign. It was to 
be feared that his actions were rather guided by a raſh and 
irregular turn of mind, and the ſpirit of innovation, than by 
any regular and well digeſted plan, for the improvement of 
his extenſive dominions. 

His firſt actions on coming to the throne, it is true, were 
laudable, and ſee med well calculated to acquire him the af- 
fections of his people. But if in ſome inſtances he conſulted 
their intereſts, in many he ſhocked their prejudices ; and he 
loſt thereby that opinion, which 1s on all occaſions neceſſary, 
but is particularly ſo for carrying ſuch uncommon deſigns 
as his into execution. 

The power of the czars, though abſolute and uncontrou- 
lable in its exerciſe, is extremely weak in its foundation. 
There 1s not perhaps in Europe a government which de- 
pends ſo much on the good will and affection of thoſe that 
are governed; and which requires a greater degree of vigi- 
lance and a ſteadier hand. The regular ſucceſſion which 
lias been ſo often broken, and the great change of manners, 
which in leſs than a century has been introduced, have left 
in Ruſſia a weakneſs amidit all the appearance of ſtrength, 
and a great facility to ſudden and dangerous revolutions, 

Peter III. paid little attention to thoſe difficulties, which 
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to him were the greater, as he was a foreigner born. "They 
were augmented by the ſuperior and invidious regard he 
ſeemed to pay to foreign intereſts, and foreign perſons. The 
preference he ſo manifeſtly gave to the uncertain hope of 
inconſiderable conqueſt in Holſtein over the ſolid and valu- 
able poſſeſſions which the fortune of his predeceſſor had left 
him, muſt have diſguſted all the politicians of his country, 
His intimate connection with, and boundleſs admiration ot 
that prince, with whom Ruſſia had been fo lately, and . 
long, in a ſtate of the moſt violent hoſtility, could not ade 
to the opinion of his prudence. They did not think he 
ſufficiently conſulted his dignity, in ſolliciting with grex: 
anxiety a command in the Pruſſian ſervice. When he re 
ceived it, he dreſſed himſelf in the Pruſſian uniform, mad 
a grand feſtival, and diſplayed all the marks of an immode- 
rate and puerile ſatisfaction. He puſhed his extravaganc: 
in this point ſo far, that he made preparations in this im. 
mature ſtate of his government to quit Ruſſia, and to g. 
into Germany for the ſake of an interview with that grez 
monarch, whoſe genius, principles and fortune he ſo great! 
admired. 

Although this proceeding was, almoſt in every reſped, 
extremely impolitic, it did not threaten ſo dangerous conſc- 
quences as the other ſteps, which he took about the fam: 
time. Nothing requires ſo much judgment, and fo nice 
hand, as to effect a change in the ſettled eſtabliſhments c 
any country. Above all, there muſt be ſomething favour: 
able in the conjuncture; or ſomething ſo uncommon ane 
over-ruling in the genius of the conductor of thoſe changes, 
as will render him ſuperior to all difficulties. This latter 
was the caſe of Peter I. who had indeed very little favour 
able in the conjuncture; but he did every thing by his ca 
pacity, courage, and perſeverance. The ſoldiery and thc 
eccleſiaſtics are the great ſupports of all abſolute rule, and 
they are certainly the laſt bodies, upon which a prince c 
this kind would chute to exert anv invidious act of autho- 
rity. Put the czar was indiſcreet enough, very early in |: 
reign, highly to provoke both theſe bedies ; the ſoldicry. 
by the manifeſt preference he gave to his Holſtein guard, 
and to all officers of that nation; and by the change lic 
made in favour of the Pruſſian uniform to the excluſion oi 
that, in which the Ruſſians believed they had ſo often aſſert- 
ed the honour of their country, and gained many ſignal ad- 
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vantages over the troops, diſtinguiſhed by thoſe regimentals 
which were now preferred. 

Theſe trifles had very important conſequences, But what 
he did in matters of religion was ſtill more dangerous. This 
prince had been educated a Luthern ; and though he con- 
formed to the Greek church, in order to qualify himſelf for 
the ſucceſſion, he never ſhewed much reſpect to that mode 
oi religion, to the rites and doctrines of which his ſubjects 
had been always extremely attached. He ſeized upon the 
revenues of the clergy, whether monks or ſeculars, whether 
biſhops or inferiors, and for compenſation allowed them ſome 
mean penſions, in ſuch a proportion as his fancy ſuggeſted. 
His capricious order that the clergy ſhould be no longer diſ- 
tinguiſhed by beards, was in itſelf of leſs moment, but it 
was hardly leſs offenſive. He made alſo ſome regulations 
concerning the images and pictures in their churches, which 
gave them reaſon to apprehend his intention of accompliſh- 
ing a total change in the religion of the empire, and intro- 
ducing Lutheraniſm. 

W hillt he was taking theſe meaſures to alienate the minds 
of his people in general, and eſpecially of thoſe bodies, with 
whom 1t was the moſt his intereſt to be well, he had not 
the good fortune to live in union with kis own family. He 
had long flighted his conſort, a princeſs of the houſe of 
Anhalt Zerbit, a woman of a maſculine underſtanding, and 
by whoſe councils he might have profited. He lived in a 
very public manner with the counteſs of Woronzoft, niece 
to the chancellor of that name, and ſeemed devoted to her 
with ſo ſtrong a paſſion, that it was apprehended he had 
ſome thoughts of throwing his empreſs into a monaſtery, 
and raiſing this lady to the throne ot all the Ruſſias. What 
feemed to confirm this opinion, was his omitting formally 
to declare his ſon the grand duke Paul Petrowitz the ſuc- 
ceflor. This omiſſion in a country where the ſucceſſion is 
eſtabliſhed and regular, would have been of no conſequence ; 
the punctual obſervance of ſuch a ceremony would rather 
have betrayed ſome doubt of the title. But the nature of 
this government, as well as poſitive conſtitutions, had made 
it neceſſary in Ruſſia, and the omiſſion was certainly alarming. 

That unforturate prince, having in this manner affronted 
lis array, irritated his clergy, offended his nobility, and 
allenated his own family, without having left himſelf any 
firm ground of authority, in perſonal efteem or national 
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prejudice, proceeded with his uſual precipitation to ney 
changes. In the mean time a moſt dangerous conſpiracy wa; 
forming againſt him. 'The cruel puniſhments inflicted in 
Ruſſia on ſtate criminals, have only an effect to harden the 
minds of men already fierce and obdurate, and ſeldom deter 
them from the moſt deſperate undertakings. Roſamouſki, 
Hetman or chief of the Coſſacks, a perſon of importance b. 
that command, Panin, governor of the grand duke Paul, 
marſhal Butterlin, the chamberlain Teplow, the attorney 
general Glebow, baron Orlow major of the guards, and 
many others of the great officers and firſt nobility of the 
Empire, engaged in a conſpiracy to dethrone the cyar, 
who was now univerſally hated ; and, what was more fatal 
to him, univerſally deſpiſed. 

They aſſured themſelves that their ad ions could not be 
diſagreeable to the empreſs; whoſe conduct had always been 
the very reverſe of that of her conſort. This princeſs find- 
ing that the affections of her huſband were 1rrecoverably 
alienated, endeavoured to ſet up a ſeparate and indepen- 
dent intereſt in her own favour, and for aſſerting the right; 
of her ſon. She therefore aſſiduouſly cultivated the affec- 
tions of the Ruſſian nation, and paid a reſpect to their man- 
ners and religion, in the ſame degree that her huſband 
ſeemed to contemn them. 

So ill was the czar ſerved, that this conſpiracy was grown 
general, without his receiving the leaſt notice of it, and 

he remained in perfect ſecurity, whilſt the ſenate 
June 28. and the- clergy were aſſembled to paſs the ſentence 

of his depoſition. At this time the empreſs and he 
were both abſent from the capital at different country ſeats. 
The empreſs, as ſoon as ſhe found that the deſign was declar- 
ed, got on horſe-back, and with all poſſible ſpeed arrived at 
Peterſpurg. She immediately harangued the guards, ho 
chearfully and unanimouſly declared in her favour, and pro— 
claimed her empreſs of Ruſſia independently of her huſband. 
She then addreſſed herſelf to the clergy, and the chief of the 
nobility, who applauded her refolution ; and all orders im- 
mediately took the oath of allegiance to her as ſole empreſs. 
She was no ſooner acknowledged in this manner, than, 
without loſing a moment's time, ſhe marched from Peterl- 
burg towards the emperor at the head of a body of troops. 

This prince was indulging himſelf in indolent amuſe- 
ments, and lulled in the moſt profound ſecurity at a houſe 
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of pleaſure, called Oraniebaum on the ſea ſhore, when a 
ſoldier brought him an account that his kingdom was taken 
away from him. 

Aſtoniſhed, and wholly unprepared for this event, he was 
ſome time ſenſeleſs, and entirely at a loſs what part to take, 
When he was rouzed from this trance by the approaching 
danger, his firſt ſuggeſtion was to defend the place with his 
Holſtein guards; but tho? ſatisfied of their attachment, he 
doubted their ſtrength, and he knew it was in vain to hope 
for any effort in his favour from the Ruſſians. 

Nothing then remained but flight, by which he might 
eſcape to Holttein, and wait ſome favourable turn of fortune. 
This late lord of poweriul fleets and armies embarked in 
a ſmall veſſel, and with a few attendants, rowed towards 
Cronſtadt ; but he had not proceeded very far, when he 
was informed that this fortreſs was in the hands of his ene- 
mies, and that every avenue for e{cape was ſhut againſt him. 
DejeQed and deſponding he returned to Oraniebaum. Af 
ter ſome ſhort and tumultuous del:beration, he reſolved to 
abandon all thoughts of defence, and to throw himſclf on 
the compaſſion of the empreſs. 

On her march ſhe met his meſſengers, who brought let- 
ters containing a renunciation of the empire, and ſt pulating 
no other terms than leave to return to Holſtein, and the 
ſatisfaction of taking with him, as the companion of his re- 
treat, the counteſs of Woronz off and or. ſingle friend. 

Reaſons of ſtate could not permit the empreſs to conſent 
to the firſt of thoſe terms, and the laſt could not be very 
flattering to her. His terms were rejected; and he was re- 
quired to ſign an unconditional reſignation of his crown, ac- 
cording to a form that was prepared for him. Not fat! :>fied 
with depriving him of his crown, it was thought fit to make 


him the murderer of his own r. putaton; ind this unfortu- 
nate prince, moved with the vain hope of life, ſigned a paper 
declaring his conviction of his inabi ity to govern the empire, 


either as a fove reign, or in any other capacity, and his ſent: 
of the diſtreſs, in Which his continuing at the head ot alla 
would inevitably involve it. After he had Ggned this abdi- 

cation, he gave up his ſword, and was c. nd; x 

to prion, where, in a ſhort time, but according to ſuly 
what had bee univerſal] y expected, he died By 4 
diſorder, which killed him, was called an hemerrhoidal 
cholic. 
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Thus was a revolution of ſuch immenſe importance ee. 
ed in a ſingle day, and without ſhedding a fingle drop of 
blood. The unfortunate emperor enjoyed the power, of 
which he had made ſo imprudent and unpolitic an uſe, ng 
longer than fix months. His w ite, without any hereditary 
title, is ſovereign miſtreſs of the Ruſſian empire; and the 
moſt abſolute power on earth? 
monarch. 

Immediately on this revolution a number of maniteſtoe: 
appeared, in which the conduct of the late czar was ſe— 
verely condemned, the weakneſs of his perſonal characte 
expoſed, and deſigns of the blackeſt kind, even that of mur- 
dering his conſort, attributed to him. "Thoſe maniteſtoc: 
at the ſame time were filled with the ſtrongeſt declaration: 
of affection from the empreſs to the ſubje&s of Ruſſia, of re- 
gard to their intereſts, and of attachment to their religion; 
and they are all filled with ſuch unaffected and fervent ſtrain: 
of piety, as muſt needs prove extren nely ediſying to thoſe 
who arc acquainted with the ſentiments of pure religion, 


by which great princes are generally animated on occaſion; : 


of this nature. 

Nothing could be more able than the conduct of the em- 
prefs, ſince ker acccttion to the throne. In almoſt all rc- 
ſpects it was the very reverſe of that of her huſband. She 
diſmiſſed all foreigners from her confidence and ſervice ; 
ſne {ent away the Holſtein guards, and choſe Ruſſian, whole 


antient unitorm was revived with luſtre, the empreſs her- 


ſelf frequently condeſcending to appcar in it. The clergy 
were reſtores to their poſleſſions, and their beards. She 
conferred all ihe great poiis of the empire on native Rutl.- 
ans, 2 and e entire v threw herſelt on the affections of that pec- 
ple to whom ſhe owed her elevation. 
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CHAP. Y. 


Effet of the revolution in Ruſſia on the king of Pr 1 Ba' af- 
fairs. Situation of the new empreſs. She adopt, a neu- 
trality. Rufſian conqueſts reſtored. Rufſrtans quit the 
Pruſſian camp. King of Pruſſia draws marſhal Daun 
from Buckerſdorff. &. bweidnitz befieged. Marſhal Lau- 
do hu, attacks the prince of Bevern. 7 repulſed. Diſpo- 
ſition of the French and allied armics. Broglto removed. 
Battle of Grabenſtcin. French defeated. Lord Granby 
drives the French from Hombourg. Prince Xavier of Sax- 
ony defeated. Gottingen ev acuated. French army called 
from the Lower Rb: ine. 


HIS great change in the government of Ruſſia, it was 
univerſally feared, * ould be fellowed by a total 
change of ſy ſtem with regard to foreign affairs. The peace 
and alliance with the king of Pruſſia were very unpopular 
meaſures in Muſcovy. It was not probable that the cloſe 
and intimate connection which had ſubſiſted between the 
king of Pruſſia and the late Czar, could greatly recommend 
him to the ſucceſſor. And as it was imagined that this re- 
volution muſt have been in a great degree owing to the 
machinations of thoſe courts, whom the czar had irritated 
by withdrawing from their alliance, there was the greater 
reaſon to appre -hend that the power, which was now ſet up, 
would be exertcd in their favour. 

There were alſo great advantages on the fide of Ruſſia, 
if the empreſs ſhould not hold the peace concluded by her 
late huſband to be binding on her, as none of the conqueſts 
were at this er evacuated, Every thing ſeemed to con- 
ſbire towards plunging the king of Pruſſia into the abyſs of 
his former diſtreſſes, after he had emerged from them, on- 
ly for ſuch a time, and in ſuch a manner, as to make them 
more bitter and inſupportable. 

F ortunately, however, for this wonderful man, the em- 
preſs, who had come to the Rufſian throne in the extraor- 
dinary manner that we have ſeen, could not look upon her- 
[elf as ſuſſiciently ſecure to undertake again a war of ſo much 
importance as that which had been juſt concluded. It was 
neceſſary, for ſome time at leaſt, that ſhe ſhould confine 
her attention ſolely to her own ſafety. Therefore it was 


expedient 
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expedient to collect, within itſelf, all the force of the em. 
pire, in order to oppole it to the deſigns of the many mal 
contents, with which that empire always abounds, and 
who, though not attached to the intereſt ot the late czar, 
and little inclined to rev enge his fate, would find now both 
inducement and opportunity for raiſing troubles and at- 
tempting new changes. Very plauſible pretences for ſuch 
attempts exiſted from the time of Peter the Great; who, 
whilit he improved and ſtrengthened his kingdom, let 
in it, at the ſame teme, the feeds of civil wars and revy- 
lutions. 

Theſe conſiderations, whatever her defires might be, 
induced the czariva to continue ſo much of the ſyſtem et 
her predecetior, as coincided with her ſituation. She there. 
fore declared to the king of Pruſſia's miniſters, „ that ſhe 
was reſolved to obierve inviclably, in all points, the perpe- 
tual peace concluded under the preceding reign, that never- 
theleſs ſhe had thought proper to bring back to Ruſſia, by 
the neareſt roads, all her troops in Silefia, Pruſſia, and Po- 
merania.“ 

It was not the critical ſituation alone of the czarina 
which produced this moderation; the prudent behaviour 
of his Pruſſian majeſty, during the time of his connection 
with the late czar, had a conſiderable ſhare in reconciling 
the mind of this empreſs to him, and of perpetuating ſomc- 
thing like the ſame friendſhip, with intereſts fo very differ— 
ent. The Ruſſian ſenate, flaming with reſentment again 
this monarch, and againit their late ſovereign; and the 
empreſs, full of ſuſpicion that the conduct of the latter 
might have been influenced by the councils of the former, 
ſearched eagerly amongſt the px pers of the late emperor 
for elucidation or proots of this point. They found indeed 
many letters from the bing of Pruſſia; but in a ſtrain abfo— 
lutely different from what they apprehend ded. The king ot 
Pruſſia had, as far as prudence v-ould admit, kept a reſerve 
and dillance i in regard to the raſh auvances of this unhappy 
ally. Too experienced to be carried aw pl by his incont:- 
derate impetuoſity, he. gave him much ſalutary, though 
fruitleſs, advice; he counſelled him to undertake nothing 
againſt the empreſs his conſort; to deſiſt from the wal 
with Denmark ; to attempt no changes i in the religion and 
fundamental laws of the country ; and not to think of com- 
ing into Germany. - 
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| burſt into tears of gratitude, and made in conſequence the 


On hearing theſe letters read, the empreſs is ſaid to have 


ſtrongeſt declarations in favour of this prince. They were 
not without effect. Orders had been given with relation 
to Pruſſia, which threatencd a renewal of hoſtilities. They 
were ſoon ſuſpended. The army of the Ruſſians was in- 
deed ſeparated from that of Pruſſia; but all the important 
places, which the Ruſſians had, with ſo much bloodſhed, 
and through ſo many difficulties acquired, and which gave 
them the command of every thing elſe that remained to the 
king, were faithfully reſtored. 

This change from a ſtri& alliance to a cold neutrality, 
though it made no ſmall difference in the Pruſſian affairs, 
yet, all things conſidered, muſt be regarded as an eſcape, 
and as a deliverance almoſt as wonderful as his former. 
However, this circumſtance could not fail of inſpiring ſome 
degree of confidence into his enemies, which the king of 
Pruſſia endeavoured above all things to prevent. 

On the 21ſt of July, the orders arrived at the allied 
camp from Peterſburg, for the Ruſſians to ſeparate them- 
ſelves from his army, and return without delay to their own 
country. The king, without being coniounded by this 
ſudden order, and inſtead of flackening his efforts on ac- 
count of this deſertion, reſolved to fall with vigour, and 
without delay, upon marſhal Daun, and to attack him be- 
tore the news of this change could reach him. Since he 
could no longer profit by the arms of the Ruſſians, he en- 
deavoured to profit at leaſt by their appearance in his camp. 
The very next day therefore he attacked the Auſtrian army, 
whole right wing occupied the heights of Buckerſdorff; 
drove them from that eminence, and from ſome villages 
where they were advantageouſly poſted. The ſucceſs was 
not owing only to the ſpirit of the actual attack, but to an 
apprehenſion of the Auſtrians, that the whole united army 
of the Pruſſians and Muſcovites was on the point of engag- 
ing them. The king of Pruſſia made an uſe of thoſe allies, 
in the moment they deſerted him. 

This lively attack was made with a loſs only of three 
hundred men on the fide of the Pruſſians; the number of 
the Auſtrians killed is not known. The priſoners amount- 
ed to one thouſand ; and fourteen pieces of cannon were 
taken, It was indeed no more than an affair of poſts ; but 
its conſequences were important; for the communication 
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of the Imperialiſts with Schweidnitz was now entirely and 
finally cut off; they could not attempt any thing conſide. 
rable for the relief of that place. Prince Henry held them 
in continual alarm for Bohemia, and a great part of they 
attention, and no ſmall part of their forces were kept con— 
tinually engaged upon that fide. 

The king of Pruſſia having thus puſhed back marſhal 
Daun, inveſted Schweidnitz,, and laid ſiege to that impor— 
tant fortreſs before his face. This was the fourth time 
which that place had been beſieged fince the beginning of 
this war; and this circumſtance alone might ſuffice to ſhew 
the many and extraordinary changes of fortune which iſ 
tinguiſhed theſe campaigns. . We apprehend no inſtance 
has happened before of any place like this of real ſtreng!) 
being ſo often ſucceſſively taken and retaken in the courſe oj 
a ſingle War. 

As Schweidnit- is the key of Sileſia, and, though no! 
quite a regular place, is notwithſtanding well ſituated and 
well fortified ; as the garriſon amounted to nine thouſand 
men, commanded by a good officer, and aſſiſted by a very 
experienced engineer, and as two great armies of the ene— 
my obſerved all his motions, it was neceſſary to make the 
diſpoſitions for the ſiege with uncommon care. His infani- 
ry were encamped on the heights behind Schweidnitz. Hi: 
cavalry tormed a chain in the plains of Keintzerdort, to be 
nearer the camp of the prince of Wirtemberg, which waz 
ſituated ſo as to prevent any enterprize from the county cf 


Glatz. The prince of Bevern commanded a ſtrong corps, 


which poſted itſelf advantageouſly near Coſel. One unde! 
general Werner did the ſame at Noiſſa. 1 

By theſe diſpoſitions the Pruſſian convoys were protect 
ed, the principal places in Sileſia guarded, the ſiege of Sch. 
weidniz covered, and an eaſy communication preſerved be- 
tween all the detached corps employed in theſe ſeveral ſer- 
vices. 

The effects of this wiſe diſpoſition were ſoon felt. Mar- 
ihal Daun, deſpairing to ſucceed againſt the army, which, 
under the king in perſon, covered the ſiege of Schweidnit/, 
endeavoured to break this chain, and by that means dilirel: 
the Pruſſians who were carrying on the ſiege. Lawdol:n 


was therefore detached, with a very ſuperior force, to at- 


tack the prince of Bevern, and to drive him from the ad- 
vantageous poſt he occupied. This attack was made witli 
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all the celerity and reſolution, which diſtinguiſh the opera- 
tions of this brave officer. But the prince, mindful of the 
diſgrace he had formerly ſuffered in this province, oppoſed 
him with ſuch conſtancy and perſeverance, that the king of 
Pruſſia had time to come to his relief. The Auſtrians were 
then put between two fires, routed, and purſued with a ter- 
rible ſlaughter. 

This attempt being defeated, the king of Pruſſia met 
with no diſturbance in his preparations for the ſiege, and the 
trenches were opencd on the night of the 8th of July. 

Whilſt the king of Pruſſia was making this advantageous 
uſe of his fortune, the armies of the French and the allies 
in Weſtphalia were not inactive. Among the commanders 
of the former a great diſunion had long prevailed. 'The 
marſhals de Broglio and de Soubiſe had mutually accuſed 
each other; the camp and the court were for ſome time 
entirely diſtracted with the cabals of the partizans of theſe 
officers. 'The reſult was not favourable to marſhal Broglio. 
In him the French court was obliged to recal, and in ſome 
meafure to diſgrace, one of the very beſt of their officers. 
A ſuſpicion, and that not weakly founded, prevailed againſt 
this general, that unable to bear a competitor in fame, or 
an aſſociate in command, he had often, in order to diſgrace 
thoſe with whom he was to ad, neglected to improve his 
favourable opportunities ; and that in ſome inſtances, by his 
conduct, he had purpoſely occaſioned ſome failures, and 
even defcats. This was a fault which no great qualities in 
an officer could compenſate. He was therefore removed 
irom his command, and the conduct of the army left to the 
prince de Soubiſe, who was infinitely beloved by the ſol- 
diers for his generous and benevolent diſpoſition; ; and mar- 
ſhal d' Etrees, who has been fo often mentioned in the courſe 
of this hiſtory, was aflociated with him. 

The plan of the campaign, on the part of the French, 
did not differ much from that which had been formerly 
purſued. They had, as before, two armies ; this under the 
prince de Soubiſe and marſhal FE F.trees on the Weſer, and 
another under the prince de Conde on the Lower Rhine. 

The diſpoſition of the allies was alſo but little varied. Ihe 
hereditary prince was poſted in the biſhoprick of Munſter, 
to watch the latter of theſe armies; and prince Ferdinand in 
perſon, with the body of the army, lay behind the Dymel 
to make head againſt the former. So little had the French 
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profited by their ſuperior numbers, and ſuperior reſourc« 
in this continental war, and ſo little deciſive uſe had they 

made even of {ome advantages in the field, that this cam- 
paign commenced very neariy in the ſame place, and they 

contended for pretty much the ſame objects, which the; 
had ftruggled for in the two preceding ycars. 

So ſuperior was the genus of prince Ferdinand, that un- 
der many diſadvantages he was the firſt to commence offen- 
ſive operations. J he ftroke he ſtruck on this occaſion would 
ſuffice alone to rank him with the firſt commanders of hi; 
age. His abilities throughout the war have never ſhon: 
out with more luſtre than in this campaign, which conclu- 
ded it, 

The French army was moſt advantageouſly poſted, bot) 
for command of the country, and for ſtrength, near a place 
called Graebenſtein, in the frontiers of Heſſe; their centc 
occupied an advantageous eminence; their left wing wa: 
almoſt inacceſſible by ſeveral deep ravines, and their right 
was covered by the village of Graebenſtein, by ſeveral ri. 
vulets, and a ſtrong detached body under one of their beſt 
officers, monſicur de Caſtries. 

In this ſituation they imagined they had nothing to fear 
from the attempts of prince Ferdinand, whoſe army, be— 
ſides the inferiority of its numbers, was ſeparated in ſuch a 
manner, and in ſuch diſtant places, that they judged it im- 
poſſible it could unite in any attack upon their camp. Bui 
whilſt they enjoyed themſelves in full ſecurity, the ſtorm 
was preparing to fall upon them from all quarters. 

A conſiderable corps of the allied army, under general 
Luckner, was poſted to the eaſtward of the Weſer, near 
Fimbecke, on the Leine. He lay there to obſerve prince 
Xavier of Saxony, who was encamped between the Werra 
and Gottingen. But if he watched the prince, the prince 
alſo watched him. Vhen, therefore, he had orders to 
quit this poſt, that ke might co-operate in the grand deſign, 
he left a ſmall party of his cor ps in his ſtation, by which he 
deceived the prince of Saxony; and marching in the night 
with the utmoſt ſpeed, he croiled the Weſer, turned the 
right of the French army, and, without being diſcovered, 
placed himſelf upon their rear. General Sporcken at the 
ſame time placed himſelf fo as to attack the ſame wing in 
flank. Prince Ferdinand croſſed the Dymel, in order to 
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fall upon their center. The attack on the enemy's left was 
commanded by lord Granby, 

Theſe preparations were made with fo much Judgment, 
celerity, and good order, that the French had not PCrCCly- 
ed the approach of the allies, when they found 
themſelves attacked with infinite impetuoſity in June 24. 
front, flank, and rear. The battle was ſcarcely 
begun, when they thought of nothing but flight. The 
corps under monſicur de Caſtries had time to retreat in to- 
lerable order, and without any great loſs. But it did not 
fare fo well with their center, and their leir, which were 
oppoſed by the c: alm reſolution of prince Ferdinand, and the 
generous courage of Granby. 

As the French placcd all their hopes rather in retreat 
than combat, an entire rout muſt have enſued, ift monſtcur 
Stainville, who commanded on the lat, had not thrown 
himſelf with the flower of the French inf: ntry into a wood, 
which enabled him, at the expence of the beſt part of eit, 
to cover the retreat of the army. Here this brave and 2c- 
compliſhed officer made a reſolute ſtand, and for a long time 
{uſtained the whole weight of the allies. His corps was a 
devoted ſacrifice. All but two battalions were cut to pieces 
or made priſoners. The other bodies, covered by this re- 
ſolute manceuvre, made a ſhift to ſhelter themſelves under 
the cannon of Caſſel, or Precipitatc ly eſcaped to the other 
ſide of the Fulda. 

Thus did the French army, by the virtue of monfieur 
de Stainville, eſcape a total defeat; but the CON!EQUEnces 
of the action were not recovered durin a Bo e whole cam- 
paign. They loſt much credit both in paint of | reſolution 
and generalſhip. Their infantry, in this enea agement, con- 
ſiſted of one hundred battalions, when that of the ales wa: 
compoſed but of ſixty. The common men made brilon rs 
by the allies on this occaſion were two thouſand ſeven huge 
dred and fifty, and no lefs than one hundred ry 0 two 
officers were taken. The Engliſh loſt but a fe, men tilted, 
and no officer ot rank but ia colon Townſhend 77) 
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(a) This col. Townſhend was ſecond fon to the ho on. Thomas 


Townſhend, Eſq ; He had dittinguiſted imtelt, on ſeveral occa- 


ſions. At Guadaloupe he was puſhe Hi over board in the landing oi 


the troops, but his black ſaved his 'ife by junping after him. In 
the laſt campaign in Germany, be Was Tot th. ous {1 the arm, and 
in this engagement he loſt his lite, ſeeking the poic 9! 
his duty did not require. 
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who ſell with great glory to himſelf, and to the regret of 


the whole army. 

Every thing in the conduct of prince Ferdinand appear 
the effect of a well-digeſted plan; and one great action 
compleated always helps to diſcloſe a ſeries of bold, matt. 
ly, and connec Qed deſigns. 

As ſoon. as the enemy was diſlodged from their ſtrong pot, 
uſe was made of this advantage (0 Hill the French, under 
the hurry and contuſion of their late misfortune,, were un- 
able to provide againit unexpected accidents) to puſh tor: 
ward a body of the E ngliſh under lord Granby and lord Fre. 
derick Cavendiſh. The French could ſcarcely im: tine, 
that, whilſt they were in poſſeſſion of ſo ſtrong a Pt ICC 15 
Castel. and commanded an army ſo {ſuperior in numbers to 
the allies, that, whilft prince! Ferdinand braved them in 
front, they ſhouid find one of his detachments upwards o 
thirty n miles bekind them. In this emergency, monſicur de 
dochambeau perceiving their motions, haſtily collected 

ſome brigades of infantry and cavalry at Hom- 
July 6. bourg, to prevent, if poſſible, the communicati- 

on of the grand army with Francfort from being 
cut off. But they were charged with ſo much vigour W 
the two Englith comn randers, that, though they defende 
themſelves with ſpirit for ſome time, they were in the . 
ſue diſperſed with conſiderable loſs. T hey were obliged to 
evacuate 1 tract of country. Fritzlar, Feltzberg, and 
: ohr - and almoſt all the important poſts in the ſouth part 

IS leſte were occupied by the allies. The communicati- 
en with Franctort, from whence the French drew thei 
whole ſubſiſtence, was abſolutely intercepted. 

'To the north of vn alſo the allies were not leſs active, 
nor I|cis ſucceſsful: they obliged prince Xavier, with hi; 
Saxon detachn nents, s abandon his advanced poſt on the 
Leine, and unite himſelf to the grand army. They got 
between him and Gottingen, by which the French garriſon 
there was left without ſupport. This garriſon, ſeeing it> 
communication interrupted, blew up a part of the fortifica- 
tions, ard attempted a retreat; but finding no avenue 
open, they were obliged to return in contuſion. Deſpair- 
ing of their ability to hold this important place, they thought 

themſelves happy, when at length, with much 
Aug 16. management and difficulty, they were able to eva- 
cuate it without oppoſition, 


Prince 
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Prince Xavier, after having, as we ſaid before, quitted 
his advanced ſituation at Morungen in the territories of Ha- 
nover, united himſelf to the right of the principal army, 
which was poſted to the caſtward of the Fulda, not far from 
the place where that river forms an angle in its junction 
with the Werra. In this angle ſtands the town of N.,und gens 
a fortified place, in which the French had a garriſon. Ful 
of confidence Pa this ſituation, they were under no ap— 
prehenſions: but the generals Zaſtrow, Gillac, 
and Waldhauſen, paſted the Fulda in their ſight, July 2 
and under a heavy fire of their cannon. The 
corps of the two tormer officers poſſeſſed themſelves of a 
wood on the enemy's right flank. General Waldhauſen, 
8 the mean time, had ſeized the village of Bonnevert, 

hich enabled him to keep the garriion of Munden in 
5 and gave him alſo an opportunity, Whenever the 
occaſion ane it, of talling on the enemy?'s rear. 

The bold paſſage of the Fulda, and the judgment of the 
ſubſequent diſpoſitions, inſured the vid ory. Prince Xavicr, 
for a good while, defended himſelf with an obſtinate reſolu- 
tion; but finding his flank gained, he began to give way. 
In this inftant Waldhauſen, who had hitherto only w atch- 
cd the iſſue of the engagement, threw in his horſe upon 
their rear, and compleated the defeat. 

General Stainville, who occupied a ſtrong intrenched 
camp in the neighbourhood, ſeeing the party of the prince 
of Saxony in danger of being totally cut to pieces, quitted 
his intrenchments with his whole army of ten thouſand 

men, and haſtened to their relief. Prince Frederick of 
Prunfwick, attentive to this movement, with great quick- 
neſs ſeized this critical opportunity, entered their ca mp the 
moment they had left it, and entirely deſtroyed all their 
works. In this aQtion 1100 of the enemy were made pri— 
loners. 

The French finding their communication deſtroyed, 
their army ſurrounded and harraſſed on every ſide, and 
without intermiſhon, were neither able _t to advance with a 
proſpect of ſucceſs, or to retreat with any hope of ſafety. 
in this diſtreſs they had nothing left bar s to call their army 


from the Lower Rhine to their afliſtance. No time was to | 


be loft. Expreſs after expreſs was ſent tohaſten them. In 
conſequence of theſe diſpatches, the prince of Conde ad- 


vanced Pꝓy forced marches ; the he reditary prince ſtuck 
cloſe 
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cloſe to him, and kept himſelf in readineſs to fall upon hi; 
corps, whena favourable opportunity ſhould offer. 

In the mean time prince Ferdinand preſſed upon Soubiſc', 
army. Adv antage outty as they were ſituated, he offered 
them battle ſor a whole day. Rather than riſque an en— 
gagement they decamped in the night, and quitted, with- 
out an action, thoſe advantageous grounds called the height; 
of lulſingen, w hs re they could not be attempted without 
the grenteſt diſſicuſty and hazard; and the quitting of which 
gave prince Lerdiuand the moit important advantages over 
them 

Never 
city, wh: 
neſs. Ih 


were military operations puſhed with more viva— 
{ft the nevotiation for peace was in great forwarc- 
two great contending courts had opened confe- 
their armies were cutting one another in pic 

: but prince Ferdinand, on that account, rather ſtrain- 
cd 1th 1an ſlackened his efforts. He knew that the negotiat!- 
on for peace is always much torwarded by the operations o 
the campaign, and that a ſucceſoful action often haſtens the 
deciſion of a conteited article. Perhaps too he was willing 
to ſhew in England, that the neceſſity of making peace 
ovght not to be attributed to the circumſtances of that part 
of the war which had been committed to his care. People 
imagined they could diſcern lon iething like coldneſs te- 
wards this great co;nmander in the new Britiſh miniſtry; 
and that he, on his ſide, feemed rather to favour that party 
in England which was tor prolonging the war. 


HA. V. 


War in Portugal. Pla, the camp. New. Mirand, Brag— 
enza, and Chaves 5 ten. Almeida 3 befteged and taken. 
Couiut of La Lippe arrives in Portugal. Surprize of Vo 
lantia d' Alcantara, by gencral Burgoyne. Affair of Villa 
['elha. Spaniards retire. 


IE events of the war in Germany, though its oh} Tas 
was not more mt SOURS than that in Portugal, ſec m 
10 rank far before the tons of the latter in dignity and 
importance. They Pine Hy occupy the firſt place, and 


juſtify a more minute d e in an hiſtor) Gi military opera- 
tions. It is in Germ: ny 


Here 


* 
— 
Pal 


that the great efforts of all the 
great powers in Europe were made from the beginning. 
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Here the moſt conſiderable armies were maintained; here 
the great battles were fought ; and on this theatre the great 
commanders gave a full ſcope to their genius. Germany 
ſeems, as it were, the natural ſoil of hoſtility ; but Portu- 
gal, which had long languiſhed in a tranquil obſcurity, could 
ſcarce furniſh out a faint image of war. 

Of the ſtate of the military in that country we have ſpo- 
ken in a preceding chapter. 'The marine was not on a 
much more reſpectable footing. About fix or ſeven ſhips 
of the line, and a very few frigates, compoſed all the naval 
ſorce of Portugal that was fit for ſervice; of that Portugal 
which had formerly been one of the firſt maritime powers 
in Europe. The fortifications in that kingdom had been 
alſo long neglected, and ſcarce any of them were in a con- 
dition to ſuſtain a regular ſiege. 

Portugal, however, poſſeſſed ſome advantages; but they 
were only ſuch as ſhe derived from her weakneſs. The ex 
treme barrenneſs and poverty of the country, made it very 
difficult for an army, either of friends or enemies, to ſub- 
ſiſt in it. The badneſs of the roads, and the frequency and 
ſteepneſs of the mountains, which occupy the greateſt part 
of that kingdom, made it no leſs difficult to advance with 
rapid marches, and to improve the advantages of the cam- 
paign with proper expedition. 'The nature of the country 
alſo rendered it not unfit for that ſpecies of defence, which 
the beſt force it had was beſt qualified to make ; that is, in 
the way of an irregular war, by its armed peaſantry; for the 
defiles in many places are of ſuch a nature, as to be capa- 
ble of being maintained by a ſmall and undiſciplined body, 
againſt very numerous and very regular forces. And the 
Portugueſe, from the higheſt to the loweſt, were animated 
with ſuch a ſincere and inveterate hatred to the Spaniſh 
name, and were filled with ſo much terror at the proſpe& 
of falling a ſecond time under the government of that nati- 
on, that great hopes were entertained -of their exerting 
themſelves to the utmoſt on this occaſion, and of their rou- 
ing that natural courage in which the Portugueſe are not 
deficient, 

Theſe advantages, however, did by no means balance 
the dangers to which that kingdom was expoſed, from the 
joint hoſtility of France and Spain. All the hope of Por- 
tugal was centered in England, for whoſe ſake, and in whoſe 
quarrel ſhe had been drawn into this unequal conteſt. 'The 


O oO o greater 
| | 
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greater the weakneſs of Portugal was, the more conſpicy. 
ous were the magnanimity and reſources of Great Britain, 
who made, in the cloſe of ſo expenſive and ruinous a war, 
ſuch aſtoniſhing efforts, and who was in a condition by be 
ſtrength to prop up, at leaſt for a time, ſo very feeble a fi. 
tem. She ſent to Portugal, officers, troops, artillery, arm, 
military ſtores, proviſions, and money, every thing which | 
could enable the Portugueſe to exert their natural ſtrength, | 
and every thing which could ſupply that ſtrength where 
was dehcient, 

When the Bourbon courts made war againſt Portugal, 
the declared object was to prevent Great Britain from the 
military and commercial uſe of the ports of that kingdom 
As it was impoihible to attain this object by naval operat. 
ons, they attempted it by military ones, and aimed the; 
principal endeavours at the two great ports, to which th: 
Engliſh principally reſort, Oporto and Liſbon. The po 
ſeſſion of theſe two ob; ects would probably have finiſh 
the war in their favour ; the poſlſeſſion of either of then 
would have given them the moſt deciſive advantages in 

With this view three inroads were to be made, one ti 
the north, another was propoſed more to the ſouth, whil! | 
the third was made in the middle provinces, in order t | 
ſuſtain theſe two bodies, and preſerve the communicatio! 
between them. The reader mult confider this, as what ap- 


— ——— —— — — 


pears from their deſigns, and from the ſteps they took 1 | 


execute them, to have been their general plan; not tht 
it was ever perfectly executed in all its parts, or at the ſame 
time. 

The firſt body which commenced hoſtilities was com- 
manded by the marquis de Sarria. This army entered into 
the north-eaſt angle of Portugal, and marched toward: 
Miranda. This town, though in no good ſtate of defence, 
might have delayed them in their progreſs; but a powdc! 
magazine having blown up by accident, the fortification 
were ruined, and the Spaniards, before they had 
raiſcd their Hirst battery, marched into the town 
by the breaches in the wall, 

Animated by this ealy and fortunate ſucceſs, they pro- 
cceded to Braganza, a conſiderable city, from whence the 
royal family of Portugal derived its ducal titles. This tow! 


May 9g. 


made no greater defence than Miranda. From 
May 15. os a detachment marched to Moncorvo, 
which was ſurrendered in the like manner ; and 


ever) 


176 


ver 
Dot 
forc 
10 1 
CVA 
mo! 
and 
mol 
red 
Hor 
Gut 
gre! 
guie 
rep 
are 
pri 
alt 
oONn 
nu 
law 
the 
ene 
tiol 
ter. 
de 
det 
los 
the 
dee 
of 
50 
Cue 
up 
at 
be 


— ——— ——— S— — 


1762. The His TORVY of the WAR. 475 . 


aln, | 
var, every thing was cleared before them to the banks of the 1 
her Douro. A party under count O'Reilly made a is 
5. forced march of fourteen leagues, in two days, May 24. [a 
"ms, to the city of Chaves, which, was immediately 
nich evacuated. By theſe ſucceſſes they became maſters of al- 
gth, moſt the whole of the extenſive province of Tralos Montes, 
re it | and their progreſs ſpread a general alarm. Oporto was al- 
moſt given up as loſt; and the admiralty of England prepa- 15 
gal, red tranſports to carry off the effects of the Britiſh factory. \ þ 
the |. However, the body which had traverſed this province with- 'F 
om cut reſiſtance, attempting to croſs the Douro, had its pro- 1 
rat.. greſs checked on that fide. The peaſants, animated and 
heir | guided by ſome Engliſh officers, and feizing a difficult paſs, 
the repulſed and drove them back to Forre de Moncorvo. They | 
pol. are ſaid to have been guilty of ſome cruelties to the Spaniſh 4 
ſhed priſoners who fell into their hands. Theſe cruelties were S\ 
hen afterwards ſeverely retaliated upon them. "Theſe people, N. 
1 i! on both ſides naturally ferocious, had not been ſufficientiy 5.1 
e inured to war, to moderate its fury, and reduce it under , 
bill laws; they hatcd mutually, and they gave a full ſcope to 
r to | their hatred : they did not ſce cach other as ſoldiers, but as 
tion enemies. 
ap- The ſecond body of the Spaniards, which we have men- [ | 
© to | tioned as the connective link between the two others, en— by 
that tered into the province of Beira, at the villages called Val i} 
ume de Mula and Val de Coelha. They were joined by ſtrong + 
detachments, amounting to almoſt the whole army in Tra— | 
om- | los Montes, and immediately laid fiege to Almeida, which, 4 
into | though in no good order, was the ſtrongeſt and beſt provi- 
ard; dcd place upon the frontiers of Portugal. Beſides, it was 
ICE, of the greateſt importance from its middle ſituation, as the 
der poſſeſſion of it would greatly facilitate the operations upon 
00 every fide, and would eſpecially tend to forward an attempt 
had © upon Liſbon, which was the capital object, towards which, 
un at this time, all the endeavours of the Spaniards ſcem to have 11 
| been directed. 4 | 
ro- | Almeida was defended with ſufficient reſolution ; but its ob 
the tate was foreſeen as ſoon as it was attempted, there being 1 
wn no means of affording relief to any of the places | Y 
rom beſieged. It ſurrendered, however, upon terms Aug. 25. 1 
VO, honourable to the garriſon. | 9 
and The Spaniards, having made themſelves maſters of tn: 0 
ery place, overſpread the whole territory of Caſtel Branco, . { 9 
ts il 
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principal diſtrict of the province of Beira, making their wa, 
to the ſouthward, until they approached the banks of 1h; 
'Tagus. During the whole of their progreſs, and indec/ 
during the whole campaign, the allied troops of Great Eri. 
tain and Portugal had nothing that could be called a bod, 
of an army in the field, and they could not think of oppoſing 
the enemy in a pitched battle. All that could be don, 
was by the defence of paſſes, by ſkirmiſh, and by ſur. 
rize. 

F By this time the count of la Lippe Buckeburg had arri. 
ved in Portugal. Lord Tyrawly, who had been ſent, » 
the deſire of the court of Liſbon, thither before the break 
ing out of the war, being diſguſted by the behaviour « 
ſome perſons at court, and much diſappointed in his exped- 
ations of the exertion they had promiſed to make of the! 
own force, and even of the uſe they had made of the ſuc- 
cours from England, had been recalled very early in thi 
campaign, and probably not contrary to his own incl: 
nation. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the joy which filled the whol: 


nation at the arrival of ſo celebrated an officer as the count 


la Lippe to their aſſiſtance. More unanimity was now een. 


expected, as the count had nothing to complain of, and 
came an entire ſtranger to all the ſubjects of debate, which 


court of Liſbon. 


That army, which we have mentioned as the third corp: | 
deſtined for the invaſion of Portugal, aſſembled on the | 
frontiers of Eſtremadura, with an intention of penetrating | 


8 


into the province of Alentejo. Had this third body been 
joined to the others already in Portugal, it would probably | 


have formed ſuch an army as might, in ſpight of any ob- 
ſtruction, have forced its way to Liſbon: had it acted ſe- 
parately, it might have greatly diſtracted the defence, ſo as 
to enable ſome other body to penetrate to that city: It was 
neceſſary to prevent, if poſſible, their entrance into Portu- 
gal; ſince their mere entrance would have been almol! 
equal, in its conſequences, to a victory on their fide. 
The count la Lippe, therefore, formed a deſign of at- 
tacking an advanced body of the Spaniards, which lay on 
their frontiers, in a town called Valentia de Alcantara, as 
he heard that they had here amaſſed conſiderable maga- 


zines. 


| 


had hitherto exiſted between the Britiſh general and the 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Zines. The conduct of this important enterprize was com- 


mitted to brigadier general Burgoyne. 

'This gallant and able officer, though at a diſtance of five 
days march, and in ipight of all the diſappointments and ob- 
ſtructions to which ſervices of this kind are fo liable, when 
they cannot be executed immediately; yet efiect- 
ed a complete ſurprize cn the town of Valentia Aug. 27. 
de Alcantara ; took the general, who was to have 
commanded in the intended invaſion, one colonel, two 

captains, and ſeventeen ſubaltern officers. One of the 
beſt regiments in the Spaniſh ſervice was intirely de- 
ſtroyed. 

Although they were diſappointed in their ExPEG ations of 
hnding magazin es in this Pace, the efiect of this well-con- 
ducted enterprize was not loſt. The taking of this general 
was probably the c21c wh hack prevented the Paniards from 
entering into the pro; imce of Ale ni cJo. This ſeemed to 
have been for ſome time the deſtination not only of that 
particular body, but alſo the great object of the *paniſh 
armv, which had kitherto acted in Beira. The termor of 
thele provinces is a plain, open, fertile country, where their 

cavalry, in which confiited the chief of their a , and in 
which lay their moſt marked ſuperiority, might have acted, 
and acted deciſively ; - whereas the latter was a rough moun— 
tainous region, in which the horie were tut ited * with dif-- 
hculty, and could be of little ſervice. J prevent, there- 
fore, the entry of the Bourbon army from any quarter, into 
Alentejo, ſeemed to be the great and ſingle object of the 
campaign on our fide, Gencral Burgoync, by his expedi- 
tion into the Spanith territories, had are ady prevented it on 
one part; and the vigilance and adiv ity of the fame officer 
had no ſmall ſharc in preventing it allo on the other. 

That part of the Bourbon army, which aged in the ter- 
ritory of Caſtel Branco, had mace themſelves maſt- 
ers of ſeveral important paſſes, which they obliged {ome 
bodies of the Portuguele to abandon. They attacked the 
rear of the combined army, which was paſling the river 
Alveito, with the appearance of a retreat; but, in reality, 
with a view to draw them inſenſibly into the mounta inous 
tracts: here they were repulſed with loſs; but ſtill the 
continued maſters of the country; and nothing remain 
but the paſlage of the Tagus, to enable them to take up 
their quarters in Alentejo. 


Burgoyne, 
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Burgo) yne, Who was poſted with an intention to obſtruct 
them in their pailage, lay in the ncighbourhood, and with- 
in view of a detached camp, compoſed of a contiderable 
body of the enemy's cavalry, winch lay near a village cal- 
led Villa Velha. As he obſerved that the enemy kept no 
very ſoldierly guard in this poſt, and were uncovered both 
on their rear and their flanks, he conceived a defign of fal- 
ling on them by ſurprize. He confided the execution of 

this deſign to colonei Ice, who turned their camp, 
OQ. 6. fell upon their rear in the night, made a conſide- 

rable laughter, diſperſed the whole party, Qcſtroy- 
ed their magazines, and returned with ſcarce any loss. 
Burgoyne, in the mean time, ſupported him by a ſcint at- 
tack in another quarter, which prevented the enemy's be- 
ing relieved from the adjacent poſts. 

This advantage, being obtained i in a critical moment, was 
attended with important "conſequences. The ſcaſon was now 
a advanced ; e rains wi at this time - the roa 
fo able; and the 
Spaniards, Javing 3 no adva e po =," which tney 
could maintain themſelves during the w inter, and being cf- 
pecially in provided with magazines for the ſupport of their 
horſe, every ede teil back to the frontiers of Spain, where 
their ſupplies were at hand, and where they were not liable 
to be harraſſed by the efforts of the combined army. 

al th1s manner Portugal was ſaved, at leaſt for that cam- 


58 
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pa! , by t the wiſe conduct of count la Lippe, and the diſ- 
e e valour 0p 198 Engliſh commanders and ſoldiery: 
all that was want towards their deliverance was accom- 


pliſned by the bet fs of the Engliſh army in more diftant 
quarters, an d by the peace, in Which fo valuable and fo ex— 
poſed an ally was not neg jected. There never was probab- 
ly fo heavy a ſtorm of national calamity, ready to fall upon 
an unprovided PEOP ie, 10 -:] ap pr iy aworteg, or fo (Peccity 
blown over. Ky cry th irg, at the beginning of this cam- 
paign, bore the mast ouring and ominous alpedt to the af- 
fairs of Great Britain. As it advanced, the ſky continval- 
ly cleared up; and the fortune of no nation, towards the 
cloſe of it, was enlivencd with a more brt] liant and more 
unclouded proſperity. We ſhall now proceed in the relati- 
on of thoſe ſucceſſes, and of the progreſs of the Engliſti 
arms in other parts of the world, where new ſcenes of dan- 
ger and honour were now opened to them. 


HAP. 
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Expedition againſt Martinico. Forces ſent thither. Troops 
land at Cas Navire. Nature of the country. Attack of 
the pofis near Fort Royal. Fort Royal ſurrendered. St. 
Pierre and the whole iſland capitulate, St. Lucie, Gre- 
nades, and St. Vincent taken. Preparations for War 


againſl the Spaniſh W-j Indies. 


$ pate" the cloſe of the laſt Year, it was determined 

to reſume the ſcheme of operations in the Weſt In- 
dies; where nothing had been attempted ſince the year 
1759. Diſtreſled as the French trade to their iſlands had 
been, it {till continued a reſource to that nation. On the 
other hand, nothing could poſſibly turniſh us with places 
of more importance, either to retain, Or to exchange upon 
2 peace, than our fuccel> in this part of the world. Ano- 
ther conſideration had probably no ſmall ſhare in directing 
our arms towards that quarter. From the time that the 
diſpoſitions of Spain had become equivocal, it was neceſ- 
ſary to take ſuch ſteps, as would put us in a reſpectable ſi- 
tuation, in caſe a war with that kingdom ſhould become 
unavoidable. It was theretore very proper to have a ſtrong 
armament in the Welt Indies, that fide on which Spain is 
moſt vulnerable, and in which every wound affects a part 
of the quickeſt ſenſibility. Accordingly the force which 
was ſent into the Weſt Indies on this occaſion was very 
great; and, if we take the naval and military together, it was 
ſuch an armament as had never been before ſeen in that 
part of the world. It was certainly very right to leave as lit- 
tle to hazard as poflible; and when, in the moſt frugal me- 
thod of proceeding, a great many men muſt have been 
employed, and a great deal of money ſpent, it would have 
been an unpardonable error, from a conſideration of almoſt 
any ſaving, to have left any thing imperiect; eſpecially at 
a time, when the effect of every operation became almoſt 
hourly, more and more critical and deciſive. 

Every thing which had been an object of war in North 
America, was by this time completely acquired. It was 
thereſore eaſy to draw a very conſiderable part of the 
army from thence. Eleven battalions were drawn from 
New York; a draught was alſo made from the garriſon of 


Belleiſle 
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Belleiſte. Theſe were reinforced by ſome troops which 
had been ſcattered among the Leeward Iftands; ſo that 
the whole land armament did not iall very ſhort of twelve 
thouſand men. General Monckton, who had acquired ſo 

much reputation in North America, and had received a 
very grievous wound at the taking of Quebec, command- 
ed the land forces in this expedition. 'The marine was 
under elaine Rodney. 

The tailure in 1759 did not diſcourage our adminiſtra- 
tion trom making Martinico the object of another attempt. 
The Engliſh fleet, after having rendezvouzed at Barba- 
does, came before this iſland on the 7th of January, 1 764. 
The troops landed at a creek called Cas Navire without 
the loſs of a man; the fleet having been diſpoſed ſo pro- 

erly, and having directed their fire with ſuch effect, that 
the enemy was obliged i in a ſhort time to abandon the bat- 
teries they had erected to defend this inlet. 

When the landing was effected, the difficulties were far 
from being at an end. It is true, that neither the number 
nor the quality of the enemy's regular troops in the iſland 
were very formidable. But the militia was numerous, well 
armed, and not unqualified for ſervice in the only kind of 
war, winch could be carried on in their country. Beſides, 
the whole country was a natural fortification, from the 
number of ravines with rivulets between them, which lay 
from diſtance to diſtance. Wherever theſe grounds were 
practicable, the French had poſted guards, and erected 
batteries. It is eaſy from hence to diſcern what obſtruc- 
tions the progreſs of an army. was liable to, particularly 
with regard to its artillery. Theſe obſtructions were no 
where greater than in the neighbourhood of the place, 
againſt which the firſt regular attack was propoſed. 

This town and citadel is overlooked and commanded by 
two very conſiderable eminences, called Morne Tortenſon 
and Arn: Garnier. Whilſt the enemy kept poſſeſſion ot 
theſe eminences, 1t was impoſſible to attack the town ; 
if ihey loſt them, it would prove impoſſible to defend it. 
Suitable to the importance of thoſe ſituations were the 
mea ſures taken to render them impregnable. They were 
protected, like the other high grounds in this iſland, with 
very deep ravines; and this great natural ſtrength was im- 
proved by every contrivance of art. The Morne Tortenſon 
was firit to be attacked. To favour this operation, a 
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body of regular troops and marines were ordered to ad- 
vance on the right along the ſea-ſide, towards the town, 
in order to take the redoubts which lay in the lower grounds. 
A thouſand ſailors in flat-hottomed boats, rowed cloſe to 
the ſhore to aſſiſt them. On the left, towards the country, 
a corps, of light infantry, properly ſupported, was to get 
round the enemy's left; whilſt the attack in the centre was 
made by the Britiſh grenadiers and the body of the army, 
under the fire of batteries, which had been erected on 
the oppoſite ſide with great labour and perſeverance ; the 
cannon having been dragged upwards of three miles by the 
ſcamen. 

'The diſpoſitions for the attack of this difficult poſt ha- 
ving been made with ſo much judgment on the part of the 
commander, it was executed with equal ſpirit and refolu- 
tion by the ſoldiery. The attack ſucceeded in every quar- 
ter. With irreſiſtable impetuoſity the enemy's works were 
ſucceſſively carried. They were driven from poſt to poſt; 
until our troops, after a ſharp ſtruggle, remained maſters 
of the whole Morne; ſome of the enemy fled precipitately 
into the town, to the very entrance of which they were 
purſued. Others ſaved themſelves on the Morne Garnier, 
which was as ſtrong, and much higher than Morne Torten- 
ſon, and overlooked and commanded it. Thus far had they 
proceeded with ſucceſs; but nothing deciſive could be 
done, without the poſſeſſion of the other eminence, our 
troops being much moleſted by the enemy from that ſupe- 
rior ſituation. * 

It was three days before proper diſpoſitions could be 
made for driving them from this ground. Whilſt theſe 
diſpoſitions were making, the enemy's whole force deſ- 
cended from the hill, ſallied out of the town, and attacked 
the Engliſh in their advanced poſts; but they were imme— 
diately repulſed : and the ardour of the Britiſh troops hur- 
rying them forward, they improved a defenſive advantage 
into an attack, paſſed the ravines, mingled with the enemy, 
ſcaled the hill, ſeized the batteries, and poſted themſelves 
on the ſummit of Morne Garnier. 'The French regular 
troops eſcaped into the town. The militia diſperſed them- 
ſelves in the country. 

All the ſituations which commanded the town and cita- 
del were now ſecured; and the enemy waited no Feb 
longer than until the batteries againſt them were 3 

P p p com- 


n 
© br 


f 


482 The HISTORY of the WAR. 1562. 


completed to capitulate, and to ſurrender this important 
place, the ſecond in the iſland. (a 


The capital of the iiland, St. Pierre, {ill remained to be 
] 
reduced: 


(a) General Monckion's Letter, to the Right Hon. the Earl of Epre. 


Cy 


mont. 
Head-2uarters in the Iſland of Martinico. Fan. 20, 1762. 


My Lord, 
HAVE the honour to acquaint your lordſhip, that we left 
Barbadoes the 5th inftant, anchored in Sz. Anne's bay in thiz 
iſland the 7th, the ſhips of war having filenced ſome batteries 

which the enemy had erected there, and where I was in hopes to 
have been able to have landed on the weſtern fide of the bay, and 
to have croſſed over to Port Royal bay ; but the difficulties that 
would have attended our being ſupplied with proviſions and ſtores, 
added to the ſcarcity of freſh water in that part, made me deſiſt. 
I then thought that if Icould get poſſeſſion of Pidgeon 1/land, 
a ſecure anchorage might be had for the fleet and tranſports in 
Port Royal harbour. For this purpoſe, I detached two brigades of 
the army, under the command of brigadiers Hawiland and Grant, 
to Ance Darlet, where they landed, and marched to the ground 
oppoſite to the iſland; but finding the road impaſſable for cannon, 
which were neceſſary for the reduction of that ifland, I judged it 
beſt for his majeſty's fervice, to proceed (having previouſly recon- 
noitred the ſhore) and land near the Caſe des Nawires ; which we 
effected on the 16th, without any moleſtatioff, the ſhips of war 
having ſilenced the batteries above us. I had forgot, my lord, 
to mention, that with the above command, were the light infan- 
try under lieutenant colonel Scott, who were advanced the night 
the command remained there, and were attacked in the night by 
three companies of grenadiers, ſome free-booters, negroes and 
mulattoes, which the enemy had paſſed over from Fort Royal; but 
they were ſo warmly received, that they retreated precipitately, 
leaving ſome dead; and a ſerjeant and three of their grenadiers 
taken priſoners, without any loſs on our ſide, 

We are now encamped upon the heights, above Caſe des Na- 
wvires, z and I was in hopes, before this time, to have given your 
lordſhip more ſatisfactory accounts of our operations. But the 
ravines or gullys we have to paſs, are of ſuch depth and difficulty 
of acceſs, and that in the face of many batteries and redoubts, 
with the whole country, as well mulattoes and negroes, as inha- 
bitants in arms, and without being able to procure any materia! 

in- 
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reduced: this is alſo a place of no contemptible ſtrength ; 
and it was apprehended that the reſiſtance here might be 
conſiderable, if the ſtrength of the garrifon in any degree 


COT=- 


— 


intelligence, that I do not think it prudent to expoſe his majeſty's 
troops until I can erect batteries to cover them, which we are at 
work upon with the utmoſt expedition. 

However, my lord, I have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that 
the troops continue healthy, although they have been neceſſarily 
expoſed to laying on their arms, and are in the higheſt ſpirits : and 
don't in the leaſt doubt, but that I ſhall be able to execute this 
ptincipal object of his majeſty's commands, of which I ſhall give 
your lordſhip the earlieſt notice. 

It gives me great pleaſure to acquaint your lordſhip, how 
much I am indebted to admiral Rodney, for the aſſiſtance received 
from the fleet under his command: the utmoſt harmony has ſub- 
ſiſted hitherto, and 1 am perſuaded will continue to do fo. 

This will be delivered to your lordſhip by captain WMalſingbam, 
who takes home the adimiral's diſpatches. 


I hawe the hannur te be, c. 


ROBERT MONCK TON, 


Admiral Rodney's Letter to Mr. Cleveland. 
Caſe Nawire Bay, Martinico, Fan. 19, 1762. 


FF = 

Deſire you will acquaint their lordſhips, that I arrived at Bar- 
badoes on the 22d of November, having parted company with 
the ſquadron under my command in a hard gale of wind, a few 

cays after we left the channel 
The Foudroyant, Modeſte and Bafſiliſk, joined me the 27th, 
the Nottingham and Thunder the 1it of December, and the Van— 
guard, with the remainder of the ſquadron, on the gth. The 
Temeraire, and Actæon, with the troops from Bellei/le, arrived the 
14th of December, and major general Monckton, with the forces 
from North America, on the 24th; and having remained a few 
days to water the ſhips, refreſh the men, and make neceſſary dit- 
poſitions for our enterprize, we ariived off Martinico the 7th of 
January; and on the 8th we all anchored in St. Anne's bay; the 
ſhips I had appointed (under Sir James Douglas) having ſilenced 
the forts of that coaſt ; in performing of which, we had me 
misfortune to loſe the Rai/onable, as ſhe was leading in for one 
| pp 2 0! 
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correſponded with that of the fortifications, and with the 
natural advantages of the country. Our troops therefore 
Were 


— 


of the enemy's batteries, owing to the pilot's being ignorant of a 
little reef of rocks, which took her up. We have taved all he 
people, all her ſtores, and I hope ſoon to get all her guns. 

Having by the motion of the fleet and army, taken poſſeſſion 
of an excellent harbour, and ſecured a landing on the weather- 
moſt part of the iſland, which might be made tenable at any 
time, as likewiſe thereby greatly alarming the enemy. 

At general Monckton's requeſt, I diſpatched commodore Sway- 
ton, with a ſquadron of ſhips, and two brigades, to the bay of 
Petite Ance, in order to take poſt there. Captain Herwey of the 
Dragon having ſilenced the battery of the Grand Ance, landed his 
marines and ſeamen, who attacked it alſo from the ſhore, and took 
poſſeſſion of the fort; and, on the 14th, I followed with the 
whole fleet and army, after deſtroying the enemy's batteries at 
St. Anne's bay, when (having reconnoitred the coaſt with the ge- 
neral) we came to a reſolution, to make an attempt between Paint 
Negroe and the Cas de Pilotte, which I ordered to be attacked on 
the 16th ; and having very ſucceſsfully, and with little loſs filencc! 
the batteries, I landed general Monchton with the greateſt part of 
his forces by ſun-ſet ; and the whole army was on ſhore a little 
after day-light next morning, without the loſs of a man (the boats 


being commanded by commodore Swanton in the centre, capt. 


Shuldbam on the right wing, and capt. Hervey on the left) with 
ſuch neceſſaries as they were moſt immediately in want of, and 
had all the ſhips and tranſports anchored as much in ſafety, as 
this coaſt will admit. 

T alſo landed two battalions of marines, conſiſting of 450 men 
each. 

The army are now carrying on their approaches to the height; 
of Mount Grenie and Mount Tortenſun, which the enemy have 
made as ſtrong as art can do, and from whence the general pro- 
poſes to lay ſiege to Port Royal. 

I have the happineſs to add, that the army and navy continue 
in perfect health; and carry on the ſervice with the greateſt tp:rt! 
and harmony. . 


General Monckton's ſecond Letter to the Earl of Egremont. 
Fort Royal in Martinico, Feb. 9, 1762. 


My Lord, 
Had the honour of writing to your lordſhip the 20th of Janu- 
ary, when I acquainted you that I intended to attack the ene- 
my 
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were ſtill under ſome anxicty for the final ſucceſs of their 
work, and feared, it not diſappointment, at leaſt delay. 
But the reduction of Fort Royal had fo greatly abated the 


Cneny 8 


— 


my in the ſtrong poſts they occupied on the oppoſite heights, and 
the Morne Tartenſon, . to Fort Royal, as toon as | had erect- 
ed batteries (which were thought Nl to aſliſt us in the 
paſſing a very deep and wide ravine*®, or gully, which ſeparated 
us from them. 

My diſpoſition for the attack being made on the 24th of Ja- 
nmuary, at break of day the troops advanced under a briſk fire of 
our batteries. The grenadiers under brigadier Grazt, ſirit falling 
in with the enemy's advanced poſts, began the attack: brigadier 
Rufane on the right, with his brigade, and the marines, was to 
advance and attack the redoubts along the coaſt; 1000 ſeamen 
in the flat-bottomed boats, rowed us as he advanced: Lord Hes 
brigade ſupported the grenadiers : Brigadier Haſh with his bri- 
gade, (fupporting the lis ht infantry under lieutenant colonel Scott) 
10 attack the left of a plantation, and to endeavour to et TUUL 1d 
the enemy. The light intantry effected their attempt, * while 
the grenadiers were Uriving the enemy from polt to poſt, they 
got upon their lett, w hich helped to complete the event of the 
day. The enemy's works were now ſucceſſively attacked with the 
moſt irreſiſtible impetuoſity, fo that at nine o'clock we were in 
the entire poſſeſſion of all their works, and the ſtrong ground of 
Morne Tartenſon, conſiſting of many redoubts mounted with can- 
non, and advantageoutly ſituated to aſſiſt the natural firength of 
the country. The enemy retired in the greateſt confuſion, to the 
town of Fort Royal, and to Morne Garnier (a ſtill higher hill than 
the Morne Tartenſon, and ſeparate] from it by a deep ravine, co- 
vered with a very thick bruth, and a rivulet at the bottoin) from 
whence they thought they were never to be diſlodged, both from 


its 


A large hollow made between two hills, occaſioned Ly a ſud- 
den current of water, which is very frequent and rapid at the 
time of the [quinax. It is of a confid? rable depth, and not 
leſs difficult to get into, than ty aſcend, as it is tufted with 
trees, bruſh-2 weed on every fide, and in many flaces covered over. 
Theſe the French lined with infantry ; ; but our forces, reſulute, and 
— to carry the batteries on the other ſide, let eac! A 

dawn, fir ſt /linging their muſkets ; when they got 60 ne other 25 
0 ambered up as faſt as p1ſſible, formed, and carried all before them. 


ome were let down precipitately, by the banks giving way, . 
they /e 2 4 th 5 
hey ſoon recovered themſelves and joined their corps. 
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Enemy 's confidence, that the militia deſparred of making 
any eteCtual defence. The planters alſo, 1 {olicitous tor their 
fortunes, Were apprehenſive of having their eſtates ru:ned 


} y 


its natural ſtrength, and the works and batteries they had on it 

The ipicit of the grenadiers in this attack was luch, that fome of 
them even purſued the enemy to the bridge of the town, an 
brought off pritoners fro: Mm thence. 

V\ hile this was d oing on this fide, h ric adier Haviland with hi; 
brigade, two batt alions of JI. ohlanders, and n Corps of light in- 
fantry (which I had formed from the ſeveral regiments and g wen 
the command ot to nig, or Le land) had orders (from the renorte 
practicability of the paſſage) to crols the ravine a good deal t9 
the leſt, Be attack a body of tne enemy who were potted 0: 
ieveral heights oppofite to him, and to try to get into their left, 
and by that means divide their force. Yet, t, although they began 
their en arch at two o clock in the morning ſuch was the dich. 
culty ot acceſs, though I am convinced every means were tried, 
that it was late befor C they eſfec Ceed it, 

hen 1 ound that the enemy were giving way on all hdes, 
ordered lieutenant colonel Scalt's light inlantry, brigs dier Hun 
brigade, and a diviſion of the grenadiers, to a plantation more 0 
the let, Where brigae lier Haviland was to have come down: 
they drove off ſome of the enemy poſted there; and the ligh t in- 
ſantry potictted the m. elves of a very advantageous Ps oil N 
to /torne Garnier, To ſupport them, I or: ere brigagier Ha vi- 
land's corps (whicn now bas paſſed) to their right: the di, Non 
of grenaci ers Un der brigadier Grant, and Halſb's b brigade, Ken! 
pol: - Mon Or the upper p. Int ation, and conununicated with Havi- 
Jans corps. Ine marines, which I had taken from brigadiet 
ſRufane, I pod to cover 7 4 road between the two plantations. 

On the 2<th, we be gan to erect batteries on Morne Ta#tenlu, 
againſt the citadel of Tr Ropal, but were nuch annoved on that, 
and the following day, by the enemy from Morne Carnier het 
ing that it was abſolutely neceil- ary to attack this pl: ace to the 
here the corps of li: ht infantry, and biigadier Haviland's bri. 

ade were poited, | ce bern immedistely to erect batteries 
age aint thele of the ene my which annoyed us, and Which nüght 
allo cover our paſiage of tne ravine. 

On the 27th, Ae four o'clock in the evening, the enemy, 
under cover of their batteries, and with the greateſt part of their 
force, had the temerity to attack the two corps of light infantry, 
and brigadier Hawiland's brigade, in the poſts they occupied 
but were received with ſuch 1 eadineſs, that they were immedi- 
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by a war too long continued, or pe rhaps of loting all 5 
paſſing; the op pc rtunity of a favour able capitulatjon. In- 


fluenced by theſe motives, and diſheartencd by the train of 
mis- 


ately repulſed ; and ſuch was the ardour of the troops, that they 

afled the ravine with the enemy, ſeized their batteries, and took 
poſt there, being reinforced by brigadier J4{/'s brigade, and 
the diviſion of grenaciers under brigadier Grant, who immedi— 
ately on the attack had marched to (1, oport them. Night was 
now come on; but major Leland mov ing on to the left with his 
light infantry, aud inding no oppoſition, continued his rout to- 
wards the enemy s redoubts, which he toon came up to, and took 
poſſeilion of, the enemy (except a few 'gren: ders, who were pri- 
ſoners) having a \bandoned them. Their troops retired into the town 
and citadel, and the militia diſperſed in the country. Brigadiers 
Walſh, Grant and Haviland, immediately moved up to ſupport 
the light infantry : fo that at nine o'ciock at night his majeſty's 
troops were in policethon of this very ſtrong 'polt, which en- 
tirely commanded the citadel. 80 precipitate was the enemy's 
flight, that they left a mortar loaded, and 8 or 9 guns unſpiked, 
with a quantity of ammunition and proviſions. The caunon and 
mortar were turned againſt the citadel in ne morning. 

Having gained this a-lyvantageous poſt, from which the enemy 
had ſo much annoyed us, and Hh: aving e ompleted two batterics on 
Morne Tortenſon, conſiſting of fourteen guns and three mor- 
tars, we opencd them on the 3oth : but find! » that the diſtance 
was too great, and having mon, AMErne e, er in our power, 
not more "than 400 yards di:tant from the fort, as weil as the poſ- 
ſelſion of the town, {| inmeviactcly refolved to erect batteries at 
both theſe places, the ſooner to reduce the citaucl; but for the 
eaſter conveyance of our cannon by water, + or devel major Leland, 
with his light i infantrv, to take poſt on the river Monfreur. 

The enemy perceiving our defigns, and for reaſons beſt known 
to themſelves, on the evening of the 34 inſtant, beat the cha- 
made; in conſequence of which, tne gate of the citadel was de- 
livered up to his majeſty's troops t ne et ening of the 4ih, and at 
nine o'clock next morning the var riſon marched out, on the terms 
of the capitulation. It confijted of about 800 men, grenadiers, 
marines, militia, and free-bogters. About 150 of the garriſon 
were killed and wounded in the ſiege. The enemy micht have 
kept us much longer, as it would have been abſolutely neceſſary 
to have made two or three breaches, which muſt have taken ſome 
time, 

ln the ſeveral attacks, I am credibly informed, that the enemy 


had 


41} 
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misfortunes which had attended the French arms here and 
in all other parts ot the world, they reſolved to hold out 


no 


had not leſs than 1000 men killed, wounded, and taken priſoners; 
among the latter, ſeveral of their principal othcers of the militia, 
taken the 24th. Our lots your lordſhip will ſee by the return, 
You have alſo, my lord, a return of the artillery and ſtores taken 
from the enemy on the 24th and 27th of Fanuary ; and in the 
Citadel at its ſurrender on the 5th * 

I cannot find words, my lord, to render that ample juſtice due 
to the true valour and perſevering ardour of his majeſty's troops, 
which I have the honour to command. The difficulties they had 
to encounter in the attack of an enemy, poſſeſſed of every ad- 
vantage that art or nature could give them, were great. Their 
perſeverance, in ſurmounting theſe obſtacles, ſurniſhes a noble 
example of Priti/h ſpirit. 

The brigadiers Hat and, Grant, Rufane, Lord Rollo, and 
Walſh, and all the officers in general, deſerve the higheſt applaulz 
for their animated and lolc ierlike conduct. 

The grenadiers of the army, in three diviſions, headed by the 
lieutenant colonel: Fletcher, Mafſy and / avghan, and the light 
intantry and rangers, in three bodies, commanded by hieurenant 
colonel Scott, major Leland, and captain Kennedy, particul; arly di- 
ſtinguiſhed themſelves, the w armeſt part of the ſervice having 
fallen to their lot. 

M. la Touche, the governor general, after leaving a garriſon in 
Tot Royal, retired with the remains of his grenadiers, and is now, 
as | am informed, at &. Pierre, We have not as yet had the leall 
correſpondence together, nor has he fo much as ſent to enquire 
after his killed,, wounded, and prifoners. 

Immediately upon the ort ſurrendering, the admiral and I re- 
ceived a deputation from moſt of the quarters of the ifland, de- 
firing likewiſe to capitulate, M. La Touche having refuſed them to 
enter into any terms. On the 7th inſtant we agreed upon the ca- 
pitulations, to which we have every day ſome of the other quar- 
ters of the iſland acceding. Sf. Pierre, and the neighbouring quar- 
ters, are the only ones which hold out, owing to the preſence of 
of M. La Touche; but ſhould they not come in, in a day or two, 
which Iam told I may expect every hour, I purpoſe moving that 
way, and do not the leall doubt but that I ſhall ſoon reduce 
them to reaſon. 

On the 7th inſtant, Pidgeon Iſiand, one of the defences of this 
harbour, ſurrendered by ſummons on the fame terms of the citadc!, 
(cannon excepted.) 


Your 


#111) 


F this 
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Your 
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no longer; and general Monckton, juſt as he was 
ready to embark for the reduction of St. Pierre, Feb. 12. 
was fortunately prevented by the arrival of depu- 


ties 


— — 


Your lordſhip may look upon the capitulation for the iſland as 
fixed, the admiral and myſelf being reſolved not to make the leaſt 
alteration. The other quarters maſt accede to it. 

We hope both the capitulations will receive his majeſty's ap- 
probation, as it has been our earneit itudy to obtain, on our part, 
every advantage to the nation, that could accrue from the con- 
queſt of this 1tland. 

The day after the atfair of the 27th, learning from one of my 
parties that M. Nadau Detruil, late the French governor of the 
the iſland of Guadaloupe, was at a houſe about two leagues from 
my quarters, I thought it neceſſary to ſend, and bring him in, 
and he is now with me a priſoner. | purpoſe ſending him to 


France by ſome opportunity that may offer hereafter. Ihe French 
troops are all aboard, and will ſoon ſail for France according to 
the capitulation. 


I have given orders for the repair of the citadel, and for every 


neceſſary work. The inhabitants, who had all quitted their 
houſes, and retired to the heights, are now returning to them; 
and as ſoon as I have fixed the inhabitants of Sr. Pierre, I ſhall 
purſue the other parts of his majeſty's inſtructions. 


[ muſt repeat to your lordſhip the harmony that ſubſiſts between 


the fleet and army, and the cordial aſſiſtance we have received 


from admiral Rodney, in every part of the operations where his 
aid could be uſeful. 


This will be delivered to your lordſhip by major Gates, one of 
my aid-de-camps, who will inform your lordſhip of any particu- 
lars you may deſire to know. 1 muſt beg leave to recommend him 
to his majeſty's favour, as a very deſerving ofhcer, and who has 


now ſerved upwards of twelve years in America with much 
credit. 


I have the honour to be, Fc. 


R. MONCKTON. 


Rear Admiral Rodney's ſecond Letter to Mr. Cleviand. 


Fort Royal Bay, Marlinico, February 10, 1762, 


8 my letter of the 19th of January, ſent expreſs by 
captain Walfingham, acquainting their lordſhips with my 
arrival and landing the army at Caſe Navire ; I have the honour 
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tics, who came to capitulate for the ſurrender of that place, : 
and of the whole iſland. fi 
The ſurrender of Martinico, which was the feat of the C 
ſuperior d 
to congratulate them on the furrender of the moſt important ci— 
tadel of Fort Royal, and Pidgeon Iſland ; which has given hi; tl 
majeſty's forces poſſeſſion of the nobleſt and belt harbour in theſe ri 
parts of the We#t Indzes. ſi 
The almoſt infurmountable difficulties the troops had to ſtrug- w 
gle with, and the ſurpriſing ſtrength of the country, improved by fo 
all that art could add, will be bett explained by general Monchtan. al 
But this I mult ſay, in juſtice to thoſe J have the honour to com- 3; 
mand, that the intrepidity and gallant behaviour of the officers Fr 
and troops employed on this expedition, could be equalled only N 
by the eager and chearful activity of the ofacers and ſeamen; why Ion 
contributed every thing in their power towards the reduction vj 

the place, and made no difficulties in tranſporting numbers of WU ig 
the heavieſt mortars and ſhips cannon, up the ſteepeſt mountains, pr. 
at a very conſiderable diſtance from the fea, and acroſs the enemy'; q. 
line of fire. Gi 
I have the pleaſure to acquaint their lordſhips, that we have WF un 
taken, in this port, fourteen of the enemy's beſt privateers; and {þ 
many more, which are in the other ports of the iſland, will be im— the 
mediately delivered into my hands, agreeable to the capitulatiou ſo 
of the inhabitants: and for all further particulars, I mult refer | 
their lordſhips to captain Darby, who is charged with theſe dil the 
patches. Ter 
It gives me the ſincereſt ſatisfaQion, that I can aſſure their ye 
lordſhips, the moſt perſe& harmony has ſubſiſted between the nav) at 
and army, each vying (in the molt friendly manner) which ſhould Þ thi 
ſerve his majeſty and their country beſt. | 
me 

General Meonchton's third Letter, dated, St. Peter's, Martinico, 5 
February 27, 1762. 198 
My Lord, 
Had the honour of writing to your Lordſhip the ꝙth inft. from | in 

Fort Royal, which went by my Aid-de-Camp, Major Gates, tb 

who failed from thence in his Majeſty's ſhip Nightingale, on the 77 
1oth inſt. a duplicate of that letter I now incloſe. ws, 


Juſt when I was about to embark for the reduction of St. Peter's, 
two deputics arrived at Fort Royal on the 1 2th inft. offering terms 11 
of capitulation for the whole iſland, on the part of M. Le YVaſſor 


Delatouche, the Governor-General on the 13th. They Ore 
the 
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ſuperior government, the principal mart of trade, and the 
centre of al! the French force in the Caribbees, naturally 
drew on the ſurrender of all the dependent iflands. Gra- 


nada, 


— 


the Admiral's and my anſwers, to their propoſals, which they car- 
ried to St. Peter's; and on the 14th returned with the capitulation 
ſigned. In conſequence of which, I left Fore Royal on the 15th, 
with the grenadiers of the army, an d the 2d brigade ; and on the 
following day took poſſeſſion of this large and opulent town, with 
all the poſts in the neighbourhood. 1 he ei nemy marched out about 
320 grenadiers, who are embarked, and will fail immediately for 
France. M. Le Vaſjor Delatouche, the Governor-Ger weral, N. 
Rouille, Lieutenant Governor, and the ſtaff will ſhortly fol- 
low. 

Incloſed I ſend your Lordſhip a copy of the capitulation for the 
ifand, which we humbly hope will meet with his Majeſ. v's ap- 
probation. Commodore Swwantoz is now off the Grenade; with a 
ſquadron of men of war; and | propoſe ſending immediately Brig. 
Gen. Walſh with the 5th brigade, and the corps of light infantry 
under Lieut. Col. Scott, in order to reduce that and the other iſlands. 
have undoubted intelligence, that the number of white men in 
the Grenades do not exceed 500 ; and in the other iſlands not quite 
o many. 

I ſhould have proceeded upon this fervice myſelf, had I not 
thought it of more conſequence, ior his Majeſty's ſervice, my 
remaining here at this critical time, when, by what we can learn, 
a rupture with Spain may be daily expected; and here I am alfo 
at hand to ſettle many material affairs relative to the ſecurity of 
this conqueſt. 

Indeed, I have good reaſon to believe, that Brig. IWalfh will 
meet with very little obſtruction in his operations. owever, 
ſhould he not immediately ſucceed, I ſhall move that way with a 
larger force, and make no doubt to compel them to a ſpeedy ſur- 
render. 

It was not my intention to have ſent home an expreſs until I 
could have informed your Lordſhip of the reduction of the other 
iſlands mentioned in his Majeſty's inſtructions, But as 
this iſland is now completely reduced to his Majeſty's obedience, I 
was apprehenfive that a delay, in ſignifying this intereſting event, 
might be attended with ſome bad conf: equences at this critical 


juncture. 1 therefore ſend this by my Aid-de-Camp, Captain 


Ricaut, who can inform your Lordſhip of any particulars you may 
defire to know; and I beg leave to recommend him to vour Lord- 
ſhip's countenance, as a very deſerving and good officer. 


A ꝗ4 2 * 
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nada, a fertile iſland, and poſſeſſed of ſome good harhours, 
was given up without oppoſition. St. Lucia, and St. Vin- 
cent, the right to which had ſo long been objects of con- 

| tention 


— 


As it was neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice, immediately to fi! 
ſome civil employments here, I have, accordingly, appointed 
proper perſons to act until his Majeſty's pleaſure be known. 

Your Lordſhip has, herewith, a return of the artillery, an 
warlike ſtores, found in the town, che Reduit, and the other d. 
ferent poſts. 

I hawe the honour to be c. 


ROB. MONCEKTON, 


Admiral Rodney's third Letier, dated, St. Pierre's Road, Martini, 
February 28, 1762. 


INCE my diſpatches of the 10th inſtant, by Capt. Darby, ac. 
quainting their Lordſhips with the ſurrender of Fort Royal, 
and the capitulation of the greateſt part of the inhabitants, I have 
the additional pleaſure to congratulate their Lordſhips on the con- 
queſt of the whole iſland of Martinico ; M. Delatouche having 
thought proper to ſend his brother on board the Marlboreugh, 
with articles of capitulation, juſt in time to ſave the town of St. 
Pierre from deſtruction; a copy of which capitulation I have thc 
Honour to incloſe. | 

As this great iſland is now entirely ſubjected to his Majeſty's 
obedience, I can only repeat, in this public manner, my entire 
approbation of the conduct of all the officers and ſeamen of that 
part of his Majeſty's fleet, which I have the honour to command, 
all having exerted themſelves in their proper ſtations, with an or- 
der and reſolution becoming Britiſh ſeamen. 

Immediately on the ſurrender of St. Pierre's, I difpatched Com- 
modore Swanton, with a ſquadron of his Majeſty's ſhips to join 
thoſe already before the iſland of Granada, and block up that 
port as cloſe as pothible : The lands of St. Vincent and St. Luci: 
are likewiſe very cloſely blockaded ; and I make not the teall 
doubt, but that all the Caridbee iſlands will, in a very ſhort time, 
be ſubjected to his Majeſty. 

On the 4th inſtant, Capt. Ourry, of his Majeſty's ſhip the 
Aeon, cruizing off Tobago, fell in with and took a large Spani/h 
regiſter ſhip, laden with cannon, powder, ſmall arms, and ordi- 
nance ſtores, bound to Laguira. 


Admiral! 
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rs, tention between the two nations, followed its ex ample. The 
in Fnglith were now the ſole and undiſturbed poſictiors of all 
n- the Caribbees, and held that chain of innumerable iſtands 
ion which forms an immenſe bow, extending from the eaſtern 


point of Hiſpaniola almoſt to the continent of South Ame- 
rica. And though ſome of theſe iſlands are barren, none 
fi of them very large, and not many of them well inhabircd a, 
they boaſt more trade than falls to the lot of many reſpect- 


able kingdoms. 
on The time, in which Martinico was reduced, was a cir- 
dj cumſtance of almoſt as much conſequence as the reducicon | 
itſelf; for the war againſt Spain having been declared in the \'Y 
beginning of the year, it became adviſeable to ſtrike early | 
ſuch an effective blow againſt that nation as might incline | 
them to a ſpeedy peace, or might influence the fortune | 
of the whole war, it, contrary to our wiſhes, the war 
ſhould continue. It was, on this plan, neceſſary to employ 
a very great force, and, ot courſe, to call away a very con- 
ae. fiderable part of cha: which had been employed at Mar- 
yal, tinico, whillt the ſcaſon per mitte (l them to att. 
ave When the Britiſh adm mniſtration determined to trans- 
on- fer the war into the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, with great 
ing judgment they f hxca their eyes at once upon the Capital i 
gb, object (a): and reſolved to commence theic operations 
* where 
the 
4 Admiral Rodney's fourth Letter, dated, St. Picrre's Road, Martinico, * 
has March 1, 1762 
nd, Have this moment received an expreſs from Captain er ey, 
5 that the iſland of St Lucia is ſurrendered at diiciction. 
m- 
oin (a) A, the merit of projeting this expe lion has been wart: 4 
hat related, the falloav ing parlic ular. s MAY NO ve im proper Ty 700 1 he r« 
(Ci! Admiral Know oler on bis retwen from Jamaica in t. 5 4 
eal opportunity of filing the Hawanna, an, lin ſpeting ils fort. ſicutiv,ẽ, 
NC, of which he " made plans, * e reoations ; theſe al 
the reque, ft of the dul e of Cumberland, w hand bf. him fur ois 
the inſpection, who knowing the merit of the a loiral . t5 an enrincs, 
ib conſulted bim ON the nfl ; 2 ab able Mett 7 7 {Ht I 1. 2 21 2 E108 re 
di- ws, theſe his royal bighneſs | for med into 4 1 HGH jb ee! fon Faen 
ion, which he ſent ti the min: 75% who eld them under conjfidera= 
tral tion for ſume time; bawever, this plan was d [approved of by turd 


Anſon, 
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where others of leſs ability would have choſen to conclude 
them. In an attack upon ſubordinate places, the conquęſt 
would not have been much more certain; when obtained, 
it would be far from decifive; and a failure would have 
been fatal, as it would include a loſs of reputation. The 
fallure of an armament in a ſubordinate attack is a bad pre- 
parative for a greater attempt. Ihe plan, therefore, of the 
war of 1740 in the Spaniſh Indies, in which we began 
with Porto Bello, and ſo procceded to Carthagena, &c. 
was mean, becauſe the ſucceis in one ot theſe attempts 
did nothing towards infuring ſucceſs in the other; and if 
we had ſucceeded in both attempts, our advantage woul( 
have had but little influence on a third. But the plain of 
the war, juſt now concluded, was great and juſt; becaufe 
we began with the Havannah, in which the whole trade 
and navigation of the Spaniſh Waeſt Indies center, and 
v. ithout which it cannot be carried on. If we ſhould ac- 
quieſce in this canqueit, this conqueit alone would almoſt 
have finiſhed the war; becauſe it would have utterly in- 
tercepicd the enemy's reſources. If we choſe to purſuc ou! 
advantage, it expoſed the whole Spaniſh America. 


—_ .—_ 


Anſlin, then firſt re 174 the Admir alty, who formed another, whit, 
204 carried into execution ; but as his royal highneſs bad seis 
early interefted hi; nſelf in the expedition, the appointing of a com- 
mander of the land force Was 4 to) him, which naturally fell an 
the earl of Albemarle, whom he had in a manner tutored fron 
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bis carlioſt year's. 
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Commanders in the expedition againſl the Havannah, Fleet 
fails from Ps rtſmouth. Paſſage through the 9 1 e gots 
of Bahama. Town and harhour of the Havanna% d*ſerib cd. 
Treops land. Diſpo ſition of the tr 2 Siege a Fart 75 
ro. Captain Harvey cannenades the fare. Eugliſh Lotts- 
ry fire d. Diſtr eſs of the E nglifſh } {Irces. SUueeonurs arrive 
from North America, ally. The fort flormed. Ope- 


rations againſt the town. Ie Havannah fur renders. Ad- 
vantages of this acquiſition, 


bs being determined to commence with this enterprize, 
ſuch commanders were to be choſen, as could be fate] 
intruſted with the conduct of an undertaking ſo weighty, 
and on the ſucceſs of which fo much d lepended. Lord Al- 
hemarle, the friend and diſciple of the duke of Cumberland, 
commanded the land forces. Admiral Pococke, who h zaving 
contributed by his valour towards that ſovereignty which 
his country had obtained in the Faſt Indics, w 1 now choſen 
wo extend its empire and its honour in the V 

They failed from Portſmouth on the sth of March, the 
day on which the Grenades were ſurrendered. A fleet had 
faited from Martinico undef the command of that ſpirited 
and intelligent officer, Sir James Douglas, in order to rein- 
force them. The ſquadrons very happily met, without de- 
lay or diſperſion, at Cape Nich ola, the north-weſt point ot 
Hifpantola, on the 27th of May. Alter this junction, the 
armament amounted to nineteen ſhips of the line ; eig ateen 
{mull veſſels of war; and near one undder and fifty tran- 
ports, which conveyed about ten thoutand land forces. A 
ſupply of four thouſand had been ordered irom New York, 
and was expected to join them very near as early as they 
could be ſuppoſed able to commence their operations. 

There were two choices bciorc the aaa) be his courſe 
to the Havannah. The firſt and moſt obvious was the com- 
mon v ay, to keep to the ſouth of Cu! Da, and fall in: 
track of the g: illcons But this, though by much the ſafeſt 
would prove by tar the molt te- dious paſſage > and delays, 
above all things, were to be avoided, as the i s of 
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fore reſolved to run along the northern ſhore of that iſland, 
purſuing his career from eaſt to welt through a narrow paſ- 
ſage, not leſs than ſeven hundred miles in length, called the 
old ſtreights of Bahama. 

This paſſage, through almoſt the whole of its extent, is 
bounded on the right and left by the moſt dangerous ſand: 
and ſhoals, which render the navigation ſo hazardous, that 
it has uſually been avoided by ſingle and ſmall veſſels. 
There was no pilot in the fleet whoſe experience could be 
depended on to conduct them ſafely through it. The ad— 
miral, however, determined on this paſſage; and being pro- 
vided with a good chart of lord Anſon's, he reſolved to truſt 
to his own ſagacity, conduct, and vigilance, to carry ſafely 
through thoſe ſtreights a fleet of near two hundred fail. So 
bold an attempt had never been made ; but every precaution 
was taken to guard this boldneſs from the imputation of te- 
merity. A veſſel was ſent to reconnoitre the paſſage, and, 
when returned, was ordered to take the lead; ſome frigatc: 
followed; ſloops and boats were ſtationed on the right and 
left on the ſhallows, with well adapted ſignals both for the 
day and the night. The fleet moved in ſeven diviſions. 
Ard being favoured with pleaſant weather, and ſecured by 
the admirable diſpoſitions which were made, they, without 
the ſmalleſt loſs or interruption, got clear thro? this perilous 
paſſage on the 5th of June, having entered it on the 27th 
of May. 

The Havannah, the object of their long voyage, and of 
ſo many anxious hopes and fears, was now before them. 
This place is not denominated the capital of Cuba; St. Jago, 
ſiruated at the ſouth-eaſt part of the iſland, has that title: 
but the Havannah, though the ſecond in rank, is the firſt in 
wealth, ſize, and importance. The harbour, upon which it 
ſtands, is, in every reſpect, one of the beſt in the Weſt In- 
dies, and perhaps in the world. It is entered by a narrow 
paſſage, upwards of half a mile in length, which afterwards 
expands into a large baſon, forming three cul de ſacs; (a) 
and is ſufficient, in extent and depth, to contain a thouſand 
ſail of the largeſt ſhips, having almoſt throughout ſix fathom 
water, and being perſealy covered from every wind. In 
this bay the rich fleets from the ſeveral parts of the Spanith 
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Weſt Indies, called the Galleons and the Flota, aſſemble, 
before they finally ſet out on their voyage for Europe. 

This circumſtance has rendered the Havannah one of 
the moſt opulent, flouriſhing, and populous cities in this 
part of the world. Great care was taken to fortify and ſe- 
cure a place, which, by being the center of ſo rich a com- 
merce, would naturally become the faireſt mark for the at- 
tempts of an enemy. The narrow entrance into this har- 
hour is ſecured on one ſide by a very ſtrong fort, called the 
Moro, (C) built upon a projecting point of land : on the 
other, it is defended by a fort called the Puntal, (D) which 
joins the town. The town itſelt, which is ſituated to the 
weſtward of the entrance of the harbour, and oppoſite to 
the Moro fort, is ſurrounded by a good rampart, (AA) 
flanked with baſtions, and covered with a ditch. 

The Spaniards, who had been for {ome time preparing 
for war, had formed a conſiderable navy in the Weſt Indies: 
this fleet, (q) which was near twenty fail, moſtly of the line, 
lay at this time in the baſon of the Havannah ; but they had 
not, when our armament appeared before the port, received, 
it ſeems, any authentic account trom their court concerning 
the commencement of hoſtilities between the two nations. 

Whether the Spaniards were rendered inactive by the 
want of inſtructions, whether all their ſhips were not in 
fighting condition, or whatever elſe was the cauſe, this 
fleet lay quiet in the harbour. If ſome of the above rea- 
ſons did not oppoſe, it may be very rationally ſuppoſed, 
that their beſt part would have been to come out, and fight 
our ſquadron. They were not very far from an equality; 
and though the iſſue of a battle might have proved unta- 
vourable to them, yet a battle tolerably maintained would 
have much difabled our armament, and perhaps have been 
a means of preventing the ſucceſs of the whole enterprize. 
'Che loſs of their fleet in this way might poſſibly have ſaved 
the city; but, the city, once taken, nothing could poſſibly 
fave the flect. It is true, they much truſted, and not wholly 
without reaſon, to the ſtrength of the place, and to thoſe 
aſtoniſhing difficulties which attend any military operation, 
that is drawn out to length in this unhealthy climate. In 
other reſpects, they were very far from being deficient in 
proper meaſures for their defence. They made a ſtrong 
„oom (p) acroſs the mouth of the harbour; and almoſt the 
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only uſe they made of their ſhipping, in the defence of the 
lace, was to ſink three of them (n) behind this boom. 
When all things were in readineſs for landing, the admi- 
ral, with a great part of the fleet, bore away to the weſt- 
ward, (s) in order to draw the enemy's attention from the 
true objea t, and made a feint, as it he intended to land up- 


on that ſide ; while commodore Keppel and captain Har- 


vey, commanding a detachment of the ſquadron, approach- 
ed the ſhore to the caſtward (t) of the harbour, 


June 7. and effected a landing there in the utmoſt order, 
without any oppotition, having previoutly filenced 3 

ſmall b) which might have g { diſt | 
a ſmail tort, (HF) which might have given ſome diſtur- 


bance. 


The principal body oi the army was deſtined to act upon 


this ſide. It was divided into two corps; one of which was 


advanced a conſiderable way in the country, towards the 
ſouth-eaſt of the harbour, in order to cover the ſiege, and 
to fecure our parties employed in watering and procuring 
proviſions. This corps was commanded by general Elliot, 


The other was immediately occupied in the attack on Fort 
Moro, (w) to the reduction of which the efforts of the En- 
gl1ſh were principally directed, as the Moro commanded * 


the town, and the entrance of the harbour. This attac“ 


was conducted by general Keppel. To make a diverſion in, 
favour of this grand operation, a detachment, under colonel 2 


How, was encamped to the weſtward of the town. This 
body cut off the communication between the town and the 


country, and kept the enemy's attention divided. Such was 
the diſpoſition, and it was impoſſible to make a better, of 


the land forces during the whole fiege. (a) 


'The 


— 


(4) Explanation of the PLAN of the ſiege of the HA VAN NAU, 


drawn by an officer on the ſpot, 4ugu/t 15, 1702. 


AA Extent of the evall. Rerenences to the PLAN. 
B The Land Gate. a here bis u Tal fl y's troops ft rſs 3 
C Moor Caſile. landed, June 7, | 762. + 
D Punial Port. b The march of the army inme-W 


E The Fort, or 8 s houſe. diately after landing. 


F Port Colimar, c [lis majeſly* „„ ſhip Drago 


G Fort Chorera. againſt Cojimar. 


H The Caſtle of Bacanca, d Where thearmy |, 0 rfl t encamped 
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The hardſhips which the Engliſh army ſuſtained, in car- 
rying on the ſiege of the Moro, are almoſt inexpreflible : 
the earth was ever þ {wh cre ſo thin, that it was with great 
diff iculty they could cover them ſelves in their approaches. 
There was no ſpr ing or river near them; it was neceſſary 
to bring water irom a great diſtance; and fo precarious and 
ſcanty was this ſupply, that they were obliged to have re- 
courſe to water from the ſhips. Roads ior communication 
were to be cut through thick woods ; the artillery was to be 
dragged for a vaſt way over a rough rocky ſhore. Several 
dropped down dead wit ih heat, thirſt, and ſ atigue. But 
ſuch was the reo ont on of our people, ſuch the happy and 
perfect unanimity which fub{iitcd bet) ween the land and the 
ſca ſervices, that no diſſiculties, no hardthips, flackened for 
a moment the operat1o! 18 againk this important, it} Fong, 
and well defended place. Batteries Ver in ſpite of al! 
difficulties, raiſed againſt the Moro, and along the hill upon 
which this fort ſtands, in order to drive the encmy's ſhips 
(ee Per into the hart our, and thus to prevent them from 
moleſtin C OUT < ap Pre aches. 

The enemy's fire, and that of the beſiegers, was for a 
long time pretty near on an equaiity, and it was Kept up 
with great vivacity on both ſides. The Spamarus in the 


+1 


fort communicated with the town, from which they were 


KT 2 recruited 
e IWhere the cannon and flares ſunt at the entrance of the 
were landed. Gu bzur. 


The batteries againſt the Moro. o Une C1 any 5 2 i berſet. 
g The Dragon, Cambridge, and p Ihe chain and 7 amb. 
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Marlborough, againſt the Ma= q The Spaniſh Admivatand fleet. 
79. r Tao his on the fieces. 
h The bombs againſt the Puntal. Ss Sir G. Wo? Pecies, ih the 
i is majeſty's {rip Belle iſle men of war ant !ranſports. 
againſt C borera fort. t Commodore Nettel, <vith the 
k The batteries an the wweſt- ſite men of war and tranſports, 
againſt the Puntal. u Camp at the water-mill;, 
| The batteries un the Cavannes W 1 De 700 en N 
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recruited and ſupplied; they did not rely ſolely 

June 29. on their works; they made a ially with ſufficient 

reſolution, and a conſiqerable force, but with lit- 

tle ſucceſs. They were obliged to retire, with a loſs ot 
two or three hundred men lett dead on the ſpot. 

Whilſt theſe works were thus vigorouſly puſhed on 
ſhore, the navy, not contented with the vreat aſſiſtance 
which they had before lent to every part of the land ſerv ice, 
reſolved to try ſomething further, and which was more di- 
realy within their own province, towards the reduction ot 
the Moro. Accordingly, the day the batterics on ſhore 
were opened, three of their greateſt ſhips, (g) the Dragon, 
the Cambridge, and the Marlborough, under the conduct 

of capt. Harvey, laid their broadſides againſt the 
July 1. fort, and began a terrible fire, which was returned 

with great obſtinacy. This firing, one of the warm- 
eſt ever ſcen, continued for ſeven hours without intermiſ— 
ſion. But in this cannonade the Moro, which was ſituated 
upon a very high and ſteep rock, had great advantages over 
the ſhips, and was proof againſt all their efforts. Beſides, 
the fire trom the oppoſite tort of Puntal, and the batteries 
of the town, galled them extremely. Inſomuch that, in or- 
der to fave the ſhips from abſolute deſtruction, they were 
obliged at length, tho* unwilling, to bring them all off. 
Even this retreat was not effected without difficulty, as the 
ſhips were very much thattered in this long and unequal 
conteſt, They had one hundred and fifty men killed and 
wounded ; and one of the captains, e -aptain CGooltrey of the 
Marlborough, a brave and experienced officer, was alſo 
killed, "The captains Harvey and Burnett gained, with bet- 
ter fortune, an cqual honour, by their firm and intrepid be- 
haviour throughout the whole operation. 

This bold attempt, though it had very little effect upon 
the works on that fide of the fort which the ſhips attacked, 
was nevertheicſs of conſiderable ſervice. The enemy's at- 
tention being diverted to that fide, the other was a good 
deal neglected: our fire was poured in the mean time with 
redoubled fury from the batteries; it became much ſupert- 
or to that of the enemy, and did no ſmall damage to their 
works. But the moment the Spaniards were releaſed from 
their attention to our men of war, they returned again to 
the eaſtward face of the fort: their defence was revived 
with as much vigour as before; on both ſides a conſtant un- 
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remitted fire was kept up, with a fierce emulation, for ſeve- 
ral days. It now became evident, that the reduction of 
this fortreſs was to be a work of time. Never, from the 
beginning of the war, had the Engliſh valour been ſo well 
matched. Here was at length an adv erſary worthy of our 
arms, and our whole military ſkill and ſpirit was put to the 
ſevereſt trial. 

In the midſt of this ſharp and doubtful contention, the 
capital battery againſt the fort unfortunately took 
fire; and being chiefly conſtructed of timber and July 
faſcines dried by the intenſe heats and continual 
cannonade, the flames ſoon got a-head, and became too 
powerful for oppoſition. The battery was almoft w holly 
conſumed. The labour of fix hundred men, tor ſcven- 
teen days, was deſtroyed in a moment; and all was to be- 
gin anew, 

This was a mortifying ſtroke. It was felt the more ſe- 
verely, becauſe the other hardſhips of the lege were be- 
come by this time almoſt infup port able. The ſic! inefs, 
ſomething of which the LOOP ad! broug ht with them from 
Martinico, and which incre aſed infinitely in this unwhole- 
ſome country and rigorous ſervice, had reduced the arm 
to half its number, at the ſame time that it doubled the fa- 
tigue of thoſe few who ir preterved ſome remains of 
ſtrength. Five thoufand foldiers were at one time down 
in various diſtempers; no les than three thouſand of the 
ſeamen were in the fame miſerable condition. A total want 
of good proviſions exaſperated the diſcaſe, and retarded the 
recovery. The deficiency of water was 15 all their grievan- 
ces the greateſt, and extremely aggrav: gy al the reſt of 
their ſuffer] ngs. The procuring from a diſtance this wretch- 
cd ſupply fo unequal to their w ants, 4 dall their 
force. Beſides: as the fealon advanced, the Project of ſuc- 
ceeding grew fainter. The hearts of the moſt ſanguine 
ſunk within them, " whilit they beheld this gallant army 
waſting away by diſeaſes; and they could not avoid wem- 
bling tor that noble lect, which had rid fo long on an oben 
ſhore, and which muſt to all appearance, ty 0 poked to in- 
evitable ruin, if the hurricane ſeaſon ſhould come on before 
the reduction of the place. A thouiand | langviſhing and 
impatient looks were caſt out for the reinforcement from 
North America. None however as yet appeared; and the 
exhauſted army was left to its own end avoirs. Many fell 
{No 
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into deſpair, and died, overcome with fatigue, anguiſh and 
diſappointment. 

But in the midſt of theſe cruel delays and diſtreſſes, the 
ſtcadineſs of the commanders infuſed life and activity into 
their troops, and rouſed them to incredible exertions. The 
rich pri? e, which was before them; the ſhame of returning 
home baffled ; and even the firenuous reſiſtance which was 
made by the enemy; all theſe motives called lot th on thcir 
intereſt, their honour; and their pride, and obliged them to 
the exertion of every nerve. Nobody could imagine that 
it was this reduced and ſlender army, by which theſe aſto- 
niſhing efforts were made, ana this cxteniive inhcre of duty 
ſo perfectly filled. New batterics aroſe in the place of the 

old; the fire ſoon became equal, and then ſupc- 
July 20. rior to that of the « nemy. They by degrees ſi- 
| lenced the cannon oi the ivort, heat to pieces ali the 
upper works, and made at length a lodgment i in the covered 
way. Their hopes were now become more lively. Some 

days before they had gained this grand advantage, 
July 12. the Jamaica fleet appe arcdin its paſſage to I urope, 


with ſeveral conveniencics for the lege. Not many daye 
48 after this they received a conſiderable part bf th, 

Jut) New Vork reinfore ement. Some of the tranſport. 

in their paſſage thro? the ol! ma Streights were lo ry 


but the men wer l = on the $9) 8 0 Hane 
Theſe favourable events infuſed double lite into their ope— 


ations, in this advanced flate of 5755 ſiege; duk a new and 
grand difficulty ap! Pc: car jult a the nn accompliſh- 
ment of their work. An immenſe ditch yawned be fore 
them, for the greater r part cut in the fold rock, ci zhty tee! 
row Me ee feet M . J 0 fil it up bz any me 1 area 
impoſſible. Diſhcult as the work Of min ing Was thoſe cir- 


cumſtances, it Was the ot xpedient 1 mi 11t have been an 
impraQicablc one, it for nate, 4 thin ridge * | 
been left, in order to cover the ditch towards the tea, On this 
i narroweridge, the miners whotty uncovered, bu! 
July 20. with ver) v little loſs, palicd the ditch, and ſoon 
buried themſelves in the wail. 
It now became viſible to the governor of tne 
that the fort mult be ſpeedily reduced it left to its own 
ſtrength. At all events fomething muſt be done in this ex- 
3Z5encec 
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gence for its immediate relief. Accordingly be— 

fore break of day a body of twelve hur dred men, July 22. 
moſtly compoſed of the country militia, Mulattoes 

and Negroes, were tranſported acroſs the harbour, climbed 
the hills, and made three attacks upon our poſts. But the 
ordinary guards, though ſurpriſed, detended themſelves fo 
reſolutelv, that the Ne made little impreſſion, and 
were not able to ruin any part of the approaches. The 
poſts attacked were {peec dy re inforced, and the enemy, 
who were little better than a difor: derly rabble, and not con- 
ducted by proper officers, fell into terror and confuſion. 
They were driven precipitatcly down the hill with great 
ſlaughter ; ſome gaincd their boats, others were drowned, 
and they loſt in this well imagincd, but ill executed ſally, 
upwards of tour hundred men, 

This was the laſt effort for the relief of the Moro; which, 
abandoned as it was by the city, and white an enemy was 
undermining its walls, held out v. th a Calle n refoiution, 
and made no fort of propoſal to c: pity late. The 
mines at length did their buſineſs. A part of the July zo. 
wall was blown up, and ic!l into the- di :tch; leavin 
a breach, which tho? very narrow _ d cifhcult, the general 
and engineer judge rack. cable he Pn; liſh troops, who 
were commanded on this moſt { YErous of all ſervices, re- 
joiced that it was to be the end of labours much more 
grievous to them. They mounted ine breach, entered the 
fort, and forme d themfcives with fo much celerity, and 
with ſuck a ſpirited coolnefs of refulution, that the enemy, 
who were drawn up to receive them, and who might have 
made the aſſault an aftair ot eat bloodfhed, aftoniſhed at 


their countenance, fied on all hands. About four hundred 
were fla: ug! htergd en the pot, or ran to the water where 
they pe riſhed; Four hundred more threw down their arms, 


and obtained quarter. Ihe ſccond in command, the mar- 
quis de Gonfales, tet whilit he was making brave, but in- 
effectual efforts to animate and rally his peopte. Don Lewis 
de Velaſco, the governor, Who had hitherto defended the 
fort with ſuch obſtinate brav ery, ic emed refolved in this 
extremity to thare the fame fate with it. He colleQted an 
hundred men in an entrenchment he had made round his 
colours. But ſceing that ail his comparitons were Hed from 
him, or ſtaughtered about him, did. WO 7 {0 reiire or call 
tor quarter, he received a mu rtal wound, and fe " Offering 
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his ſword to his conquerors. The Engliſh wept with pity 
and admiration over that unfortunate valour, which had oc- 
caſioned them ſo many toilſome hours, and coſt them fo 
many lives. 

Thus the Moro came into our poſſeſſion after a vigorous 
ſtruggle, forty-four days from the time the firſt operations 
had been begun againſt it. No time was loſt to profit of 
this great advantage, notwithſtanding that the ſickneſs till 
raged like a peſtilence, and that many new and great works 
were to be undertaken. Not only the fire of the fort was 
turned againſt the town, but a line of batteries (1) was erect- 
ed along the hill of the Cavannos, on the extremity of which 
the fort ſtands. By thele batteries, which mounted three 
and forty pieces of cannon, and twelve mortars, almoſt the 
whole caſtern ſide of the city was commanded from one end 
to the other. Preparations for an attack were alſo made, 
and batteries creed to the weſtward of the town, which on 

that ſide had hitherto been only, watched. Some 

Aug. 2. time before a part of the ſecond diviſion of the 

troops from North America had arrived. A part 

had been taken by a ſquadron of French men of war; but 

thoſe who eſcaped, came very ſcaſonably, and were of ſig- 
nal ſervice. 

When thoſe preparations were perfectly ready 

Aug. 10. to take effect, lord Albemarle by a meſſage repre- 

ſented to the governor the irreſiſtible force of the 

attack, which he was ready to make upon the town, but 

which, in order to avoid unneceſſary effuſion of blood, he 


was willing to ſuſpend, that the Spaniards might have lei- 


ſure to capitulate. The governor in a reſolute, but civil 
manner returned, that he would defend the place committed 
ro him to the Jait extremity, and began inſtantly to fire. 
To convince the governor that the menaces employed 
were not an empty boaſt, lord Albemarle the very next 
morning ordered a general fire from the batteries, which 
was poured from all ſides, with ſuch continued and irreſiſti- 
ble fury, that in fix hours almoſt all the enemy's guns were 
ſilenced. To the inexpreſſible joy of the fleet and army, 
flags of ttuce appeared from every quarter of the town. A 
capitulation enſued, in which the eſtabliſhed religion, the 
former laws, and private property were ſecured to the inha- 
bitants. Phe garriſon, which was reduced to about ſeven 
hundred men had the honours of war, and were to be con- 
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veyed to Spain. A diſtrict of an hundred and eighty miles 
weſtward of the Havannah was yielded along with the town. 
The Spaniards ſtruggled a long time to ſave the men ct war; 
but this was a capital point, and wholly inadmiſſible. They 
alſo made ſome attempts to have the harbour declared neu- 
tral during the war; but this was no lefs eſſentia! to the 
completeneſs of the conqueſt, and was ſteadily refufed. 
After two days altercation, they gave up theſe points, and 
the Engliſh troops were put in poſſeſſion of the Havannah 
on the 14th of Auguſt, when they had been before it two 
months and eight days. 

Although we have not purſued in exact order all the de- 
tail of the more minute operations of this memorable ſiege, 
we have dwelt on it a longer time, than we have on our 
plan generally allowed to ſuch tranſactions; becauſe it was, 
without queſtion, in itſelf the moſt conſiderable, and in its 
conſequences the moſt deciſive conqueſt we have made ſince 
the beginning of the war; and becauſe in no operation were 
the courage, ſteadineſs, and perſeverance of the Britiſh 
troops, and the conduct of their leaders more conſpicuous. 
The acquiitticn of this place united in itſelf all che advan- 
tages which can be acquired in war, It was a military ad- 
vantage of the higheſt claſs; it was equal to the greateſt 
naval victory, by its effe&t on the enemy's marine; and in 
the plunder it equaled the produce of a national ſubſidy. 
Nine fail of the enemy's ſhips of the line, ſome of he fineſt 
veſſels in the world, were taken, with four frigates Three [1 
of their <apital ſhips had been, as already mentioned, funk 9 
by themſelves at the beginning of the ſiege; two more were 
in forwardneſs on the ſtocks, and theſe were deſtroyed by 
the Engliſh. The enemy, on this occaſion, loſt a whole 7 
fleet. In ready money, in the tobacco collected at the Ha- 15 
vannah on account of the king of Spain, and in other valu- | 
able merchandizes, the plunder did not perhaps fall ſhort of 
three millions ſterling (ay. 


Spain 


ſa) Letter from the Earl of Albemarle to the Earl of Egremont, 
dated head quarters near the Havannah, Auguſt 21, 1702. 


My Lord, : 1 4 
HAVE the honour of informing your Lordſhip, that the town 4 
of the Ilawannab, with all its dependencies, and the men of war 

Sfl in 


806 The His TORVY of the WaR. 1762. 


Spain now began very ſenſibly to feel the inconveniencie: 
and miſeries ſhe had voluntarily drawn on herſelf, by enter- 


ing into a war ſo fatal to her. No ſooner had the news 6: 
(his 


B 


in the harbour, ſurrendered to his majeſty's arms by capitulation 
on the 13th inſtant. 

Incloſed is a copy of the capitulation, various returns, and the 
chief engineer's continuation of the journal of the ſiege of the 
Moro fort, which was taken by ſtorm on the 3oth of laſt month, 
ſo much to the honour and credit of his majeity's troops, and to 
major general Keppel, who commanded the attack, that I ſhoul4 
do them injuſtice if I did not mention them in a particular man- 
ner to your lordſhip. - Our mines were ſprung about one o'clock, 
and a breach made juſt practicable for a tile of men in front. The 
enemy was drawn up on the top of it, in force, with a ſeeming de- 
termination to defend it: The attack was ſo vigorous and impetu- 
ous, that the enemy was inſtantaneouſly drove from the breach, 
and his majeſty's ſtandard planted upon the baſtion. 

{ did not ſend a particular expreſs with this good news to your 
lordſhip, becauſe I flattered myſelf, that what has happened would 
ſoon be the conſequence of our ſucceſs at Fort Moro. 

On the 11th in the morning, by a ſignal from the fort, we 
opened our batteries againſt the town, and Punta fort: The guns 
and mortars were ſo well ſerved by the artillery and failors, aud 
their effect ſo great, that in leſs than ſix hours all the guns in the 
fort and north baſtion were ſilenced. The governor hung out the 
white flag, and beat a parley; and at the ſame time ſent out an 
officer to propoſe a ceſſation of arms for twenty-four hours in order 
to prepare the articles of capitulation. 


I ſent on board the Namur to the Admiral, to inform him of 
the governor's propoſals. 

Sir George Pocock immediately came to my quarters, and we 
agreed to a ſuſpenſion of hoſlilities to the 13th at twelve o'clock. 

1 fummoned the governor on the 10th. His anſwer was very 


civil and proper; at the fame time ſaid he would defend his town 
to the laſt extremity. 


The difficulties the officers and ſoldiers have met with, and the 
fatigues they have ſo chearſully and reſolutely gone through ſince 
the army firſt landed on this ifland, are not to be deſcribed. 'They 
deſerve from me the greateſt commendations ; and I muſt intreat 
your lordſhip to take the firſt opportunity of informing his majeſty 
how much 1 think myſelf obliged to lieut. general Elliot, and the 
reſt of the general officers under my command ; to every officer 
and ſoldier in the army ; and to the officers and ſailors of his ma- 
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this important capture reached Madrid, than an univerſal 
dejection appeared in every countenance, and the high- 
towering hopes they had formed at the beginning of the war 


entirely 


COM” UOTE, CO a Oe 
—— 


— 
1 


ieſty's fleet, for the zealous manner with which they have carried on 
the lervice, and for the great aſſiſtance I have received from them. 
Happy we ſhall all think ourſelves, if our conduct meets with his 
najeſty's approbation. 

Sir George Pococh and commodore Keppe/ have exerted them- 
ſelves in a moſt particular manner: And J may venture to ſay, 
that there never was a joint undertaking carried on with more 
harmony and zeal on both ſides, which greatly contributed to the 
ſucceſs of it. 

Captain Nugent, one of my Aid-de-Camps, who has the honour 
of delivering you my diſpatches, can inform your lordſhip of any 
particulars you are pleaſed to learn from him. He has been very 
active, and preſent at every material affair that has happened ſince 
the landing of the troops. I muſt beg through your lordſhip to 
recommend him to his majeſty as a very deſerving g young man. He 
carries with him the Spaniſh enſign taken at the Moro, 

Colonel Carleton, who has ated as brigadier ſince lord Ro/79 left 
the army, had the misfortune of being wounded on the 22d of 
July, when the enemy made a ſortie: He is at pretent in a fair 
way of doing well. 

think it but juſtice to major Fuller, who is my elder Aid-de- 
Camp, to fay, that I ſhould have ſent him to England, if I had not 
thought it would be more agreeable to his majeſty to receive the 
news by one of his own ſervants. 


[ am, &C. 


ALBEMART#E., 


Letter from Sir George Pocock, ts Mr. Cleviand, dated off Chorea 
River, near the Havannah, the 19th of Auguſt, 1762. 


SI. X, 


Deſire you will acquaint their Lordſhips, that it is with the 
[| greateſt pleaſure I now congratulate them on the great ſuccets 
of his majeſty's arms, in the reduction of the Havaiuah with all ics 
dependencics. 

The Moro fort was taken by ſtorm on the zoth of laſt month, 
after a ſiege of twenty - nine days; during which time the enemy 
loſt above a thouſand men, and a brave oiticer in Don Lewis de 
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entirely vaniſhed: The prodigious advantages they had vain- 
IV ed ed to flow from the family compact, were now ren- 
dered abortive, and grief and deſpair were the melancholy 
offspring of injuſuce and raſhneſs. 


Great 


» — 


Valaſco, captain of one of their men of war, and governor in the 
Moro, mortally wounded in defending the colours ſword in hand 
in the ſtorm: And, on the 11th inſtant, the governor of the II- 
wvannah deſired to capitulate for the town, whick was granted, the 
articles agreed to, and ſigned, (a copy of which I incloſe) and we 
were put in poſſeſſion of the Punta and land gate the 14th. With 
this great and important acquiſition to his majeſty, have alſo 
fallen twelve men of war of the line, as per liſt, three of which 
were ſunk, with a company's ſhip, in the entrance of the harbour ; 
nine are fit for ſea, and two on the ſtocks ; a blow that 1 hope 
will prove the more capital to the enemy, as they receive it ſo 
early in the war; and, I may venture to ſay, will leave all their 
ſettlements, in this part of the world, expoſed to any attempts that 
may be thought proper to be made on them. But however trivial, 
with the poſſeſſion of the Hawvannah, it may appear, yet I cannot 
help mentioning the diſcovery and poſſeſſing of the harbour of 
Mariel, about ſeven leagues to the leeward of this, and which we 
had made ourſelves maſters of, though the enemy had endeavour- 
ed to ruin it by ſinking ſhips in the entrance: and we had lately 
ſent near one hundred tranſports with ſome men of war there, for 
ſecurity againſt the ſeaſon, in which we are already advanced. 

It will be as needleſs, as almoſt impoſſible, for me to expreſs or 
deſcribe that perfect harmony that has uninterruptedly ſubſiſted 
between the 5 and army, from our firſt ſetting out. Indeed it 
is doing injuſtice to both, to mention them as two corps, ſince 
each has endeavoured, with the moſt conſtant and chearful emu- 
lation, to render it but one ; uniting in the fame principles of ho- 
nour and glory for their King and Country's ſervice. I am glad, 
on this occaſion, to do juſtice to the diſtinguiſhed merit of Com- 
modore Keppel, who executed the ſervice, under his direction, on 
the Coxemar ſide, with the greateſt ſpirit, activity and diligence ; 
and I muſt repeat that the zeal of his majefty's ſea officers and ſea- 
men exerted in carrying on the ſervices allotted to them, is highly 
to be commended. 

[ (hall now beg leave to refer their Lordfhips to captain Harwey 
for all further particulars, who I ſend with this letter, and who 
has approved himſelf a brave and deſerving officer in this expedi- 
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Great Britain, on the contrary, as prudent in the enjoy- 
ment of victory, as brave in gaining it, ſeemed not ſo elated 
with her good fortune, as to make her indulge in the luxu- 


rious 


tion; therefore think myſelf obliged to deſire their lordſhips will 
recommend him to his majeſty. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


G. POCOCE. 


A Liſt of the ſhips of war that were in the harbour of the Havannah, 
under the command of the Marquis del Real Tranſporte, commo- 
dore and commander in chief of all his Catholic Majeſly's ſhips in 
America, and ſurrendered with the city the 12th of Augnit, 1762. 


Guns. Guns, 
Tigre — — — 70 | *Europa — — =— 60 
Reyna — =— — 570 Conqueltado — — — 60 
Soverano — — — 70 San Genaro — — — 60 
Infante— — — 70 San Antonio — — — 60 
Neptuno — — 70 Frigates. 
Aquilon — — — 7 tVinganaza — — — 24 
*Aſia — — — 64 §SThetis — — — 24 
America — — — 60 | tMarte— — — — 18 


* Sunk at the entrance of the harbour. f New ſvips. t Talen 
by the Defiance. & By the Alamain. 


N. B. There are two ſhips of war on the ſtocks, and ſeveral 
merchants ſhips in the harbour. | 


Letter from Sir George Pocock t My. Cleviand, ute, off 
Chorera River, the 16th of Aug. 1762, inchfcd in the fore- 
going of the 19th. 


N the 28th of Fuly the Intrepide arrived, with 11 fail of tran- 
ſports, with troops from New Tort. They failed from 
thence the 11th of June: The Che/terfiel.? and four tranſports run 
on Cayo Comfite, the entrance of the BH Sights on the 
Cuba fide, the 24th of July, an hour before day aht, and were 
ſtranded, but loſt no ſeamen or ſoldiers. Ihe Iutre pte ion the 
Richmond the day after, who was looking nit {or tae convoy. 
Capt. Elpbinſton returned with the thre trantports which were 
cleared, in order to bring away the ic en 5nd troops v. !1 were 
on ſhore ; and, to make all poſſible diſpatch, 1 ent away tua Echo, 
net, 


"it 


| 
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us lap of mdolence, but determined by the proſecution ot 
the war in the ſame able and vigorous manner, to compel 
her enemies to {uc for that peace they had, when offered, 
haughttiiy refuſed. 

To effeq fo great, ſo deſirable a work, it was thought 
the reduction of the Philippine Iflands would not a little 
contribute; that enterprize was therefore formed, and en- 
irufted to the execution of two great men, who had on many 
occaſions betore, ſignalized themſelves in the ſervice of their 
3 „and approved themſelves equal to the greateſt 
things: theſe were General Draper, and Admiral Corniſh. 
The troops atlotted for the {ervice, were the 79th regiment, 
and a company of the roval artillery, 30 of the artillery 
furniſhed by the genilemen of Madrats, 600 Seapoys, a com- 


pany 


— — 


— — 


Cygnet, and Thunder bomb, to meet the Richmond, and to take the 
men out of her; and ordered captain Elhinſton to take the Cygnet 
with him, and proceed up the Streights to meet the ſecond diviſion 
ot tranſports. 

The 2d inſtant, the Echo and bomb returned with the ſecond 
diviſion, conſiſting of eleven fail of tranſports, which failed from 
New York the 3oth of Tune. "The Richmond, Lizard, Enterprize, 
Cygnet, and Porcupine (loop, arrived the 8th, bringing with then: 
all the feamen and ſoldiers from the ſhips that were wrecked 
Captain Banks informed me, that, on the 21ſt of Fu, at three 


o'clock in the afternoon, being near the paſſage between Mays 


Guanna, and the North Caicos, he diſcovered two French ſhips o 
the line, three frigates, and ſix ſail of brigantine and loops ; that 
the men of war and frigates gave chace to the cony oy; and that 
hve of the tranſports were taken with 350 regulars of Anftruther” 5 
regiment, and 150 provincial troops on board of them. All the reft 
of the troops arrived and landed in perfect health. 

I have thought it neceſſary to order the Sutherland and Dover to 
be ſitted as flags of truce, taking out their lower tier of guns in 
order to accommodate the late Spaniſh commodore, the gov ernor 
of the Hawannan, the viceroy of Peru, and the governor of Cartha- 
gena, to Ol Spain, and then return to England. Tranſports are 
getting ready for the Spaniſh ſoldiers and ſailors, agreeable to the 
capitulation, which 1 hope we ſhall be able to diipatch i in a few 
days. 

I have not been able to collect an account of the killed and 
wounded teamen belonging to the different ſhi ips ſin et the begin- 
ning of the ſiege, who were employed at the batteries on ſhore, 
but it ſhall go by the trſt opportunity. 


. nf 
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pany of Cafirces, one of Topazes, and one of Pioncers; to 
which were added, the precarious aſſiſtance ot two con, pa- 
nies of Frenchmen, enliſted in their ſervice, with ſome hun- 
dreds of unarmed Laſcars, for the uſe of the engineers, aud 
park of artillery. This little ſupply of men was farther re- 
inforced with a fine battalion of ; 50 ſeamen and 270 good 
marines ; ſo that the whole force amounted to 2300 men, 
who, with the neceſlary ſtores, were embarked on board of 
his majeſty's ſquadron, and two India ſhips employed 2; 
tranſports. _ 

As it may appear ſurprizing ſo important a conqueſt flannt 
be attempted with fo {mall a force, when a greater nught 
he employed, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that it mar. 
were drawn from the coaſts the fettlements would be in dar 
ger; and therefore, it may be thought adviſabie, rather o 
attempt with a ſew brave men, a place that was unprepare 
(as imagined) for ſuch a viſit, than by employing 4 greater 
force to ſubject our own colunies to lioftile attempts, and, 
perhaps, to give the enemy time to be aware of our deſign, 

On the firſt of Auguſt the forces ſet fal, the Scahorſe, 
Capt. Grant, having been previouſly diſpatched through the 
ſtreights of Malacca, to the entrance of the Cliina fea, to 
ſtop all vellels that might be bound to Manila, or tent from 
any of the neighbouring ſettlements to give the Spaniards 
intelligence of the deſign. On the 234 of the following 
month they anchored in Manila bay, and found that their 
viſit was unexpected, and the enemy unprepared. "To in- 
creaſe as much as poſſible their viſible coninfion and confler- 
nation, it was determined to loſe no time in the attack of the 
port of Cavite, as at firſt determined, but procecd ditechly 
to the grand object, the city of Manila, che general and 
admiral rightly judging, that their conqueſt of that impor- 
tant place would of courſe occaſion and draw after it the fall 
of Cavite. 

In conſequence of this reſolution, a ſummons 
was ſent to the governor to ſurrender the town, Sept, 2.4. 
but it had no effect on him ; wherelore the admi— 
ral and fome other principal officers examined the coaſt, in 
order to fix upon a proper ſpot tor landing the troops, ar- 
tillery, and ſtores. About two miles to the ſouth of Manila 
a convenient place was found. Accordingly ail the boats 
were prepared, and the frigates ſent in very near the ſhore, 
to cover the deſcent, Theſe latter kept up a very briſk 


fire 
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fire to the right and left, to protect the flanks, and diſperſe 


the enemy who were aſſembled in great numbers, both horſe 


and foot, to oppoſe a deſcent. It had the deſired effect. 
The Spaniards retired, and left a clear coaſt; but a violent 
ſurf ariſing, many boats were daſhed to pieces, the arms and 
ammunition much damaged, but providentially, no lives 
were loſt. 'The troops then formed upon the beach, march- 
ed, and took poſſeſſion of the Malatta, fixed their out-poſts, 
and paſſed the whole night under arms. 'The Spaniards in 
the mean time, were employed in burning of their ſuburbs. 
The next day a fort, named the Polveriſta, 
Sept. 25. which the enemy had abandoned was ſeized, 
which proved a molt excellent place of arms for 
covering the landing of the ſtores, and ſecuring a commu- 
nication with the ſquadron. Colonel Monſon, who had 
been detached by the general with 200 men to view the 
roads and approaches to Manila, occupied the Hermita 
church, which was large and commodious, and about goo 
yards from the city. Orders were then ſent to major Moore 
to march up with the 79th regiment, to ſecure and maintain 
that poſt, which was performed with great activity and good 
conduct. Poſſeſſion was then taken of St. Jago's church, 
near the ſea, it being looked on as a place of infinite impor- 
tance towards the carrying on their operations. 

On the 26th, the admiral ſent on ſhore the battalions of 
ſeamen under the command of the captains Collins, of the 
Weymouth, Pitchford of the America, and George Ourry 
from the Panther. The reſt of the company's troops of all 
ſorts were likewiſe landed, and put under cover. The Spa- 
niards advanced out of the garriſon, under the command of 
the chevalier Fayet, with 400 men, and two field pieces, and 
from a church about 200 yards to the right of St. Jago's 
church, began a cannonade upon the right flank of the 
troops Poſted there. Some ſeapoys, under enſign Carty, 
were ſent to ſkirmiſh with them, ſupported by three picquets 
of the 79th regiment, and 100 ſeamen, all under the com- 
mand of colonel Monſon, who ſoon drove the enemy back 
into the town. 

The ſuperior {kill and bravery of the Engliſh troops were 
ſo evident from this affair, that it occaſioned a ſecond ſuni— 
mons to the governor, but to no purpoſe; the anſwer was 
much more ſpirited than their conduct had been. The 
church from whence the Spaniards had been driven, colonel 
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Monſon had orders to keep poſſeſſion of, if he found it tena- 
ble, from the top of which a perfe& view was had of the 
enemy's works. The front they were obliged to attack, 
was defended by the baſtions of St. Diego and St. Andrew, 
with orillons and retired flanks; a ravelin which covered 
the royal gate, a wet ditch, covered way, and glacis; but all 
theſe works were out of repair, except the baſtions, which 
were in excellent order, and lined with a great number of 
fine braſs cannon. It became abſolutely neceſſary to ſound 
the ditch, and which might have proved a very perilous en- 
terprize, had the Spaniards been careful in poſting centries 
on the covered way, but their omiſſion and negligence made 
it the more eaſy. It was therefore undertaken and effected 
by.a ſmall party of the 79th regiment under captain Fletcher, 
with the loſs only of three men. 

The city of Manila being of great extent, and the num- 
ber of men employed to reduce it very ſmall, it became 
impoſſible to inveſt it on every ſide; two ſides therefore 
were conſtantly open to the enemy to introduce ſupplies of 
men and proviſions, and carry out their effects. The gar- 
riſon conſiſted of 800 men of the royal regiment under the 
command of the marquis of Villa Mediana, brigadier gene- 
ral, which was farther reinforced by a body of 10,000 In- 
dians. It is evident from hence, that the diſadvantages un- 
der which the Engliſh forces laboured could not be remedied, 
nor could there be any reaſonable ground for ſucceſs, but in 
the prudence and wiſdom of the general, and the matchleſs 
intrepidity of the troops. 

The city continued thus inveſted, and was cannonaded 
both by the batteries erected, and the frigates, which were 
brought up till the 2d of October, when a battery tor twen- 
ty-four pounders was completed, and a mortar battery for 
the heavy ſhells of ten and twelve inches, which made a 
good parallel, and communication from the church to the 
gun battery, and eſtabliſhed a ſpacious place of arms on the 
left of it, near the ſea. Theſe were greatly facilitated by 
the roaring of the waves, it being very tempeſtuous weather, 
and which prevented the Spaniards from hearing the noiſe 
of the workmen, who gave no ſort of interruption, but 
ſeemed to truſt entirely to the elements. In the mean time, 
the governor, who was an archbiſhop, gave out, that an 
Angel from the Lord was gone forth to deſtroy the Engliſh, 
like the hoſt of Senacherib. In the afternoon the ſeamen, 

a with 
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with great activity and indefatigable labour had 
Oct. 2. brought up and mounted all the guns in the bat- 
tery, which were maſked. 

A fally was made the 4th by 1000 of the Indians, who 
attacked the cantonment of the ſeamen ; but upon the alarm, 
colonel Monſon and captain Fletcher, with the picquets, 
being diſpatched to their athſtance, the enemy was repulſed, 
and torced to fly , with the loſs of zoo men. Had the ſkill 
and weapons of theſe Indians, who are a wild and barbarous 
people from the province of Pampanga, been equal to their 
ſtrength and terocity, the « ſperſion of them might not have 
been o eaſy; for tf, ough armed chiefly with bows, arrows, 
and Rs they eee up to the very muzzles of their 
enemy's Niere rpc ted their aſſaults, and died like wild 
beat! ts, gnawing the bayonets. In this ſkirmiſh, captain 
Porter, a brave and experienced ſea officer was flain, Scarce 
were the Indians thus routed, when another body of them, 
with part of the Spanith garriton, attacked the church, and 
forced the ſeapoys from their poſt in it, neareſt the town, 
took poſſeſhon of the top, from whence. they killed and 
wounded ſeveral ol the |: oglith, who were entirely expoſed 
to all their weapons, Notwithitanding their diſadvantage- 
ous ſituation, the European ſoldiers maintained their poll 
behind the church with great patience and firmneſs, and a; 
laſt diflodged the enemy, with the loſs of captain Strahan, oi 
the 79th regiment, and 40 private men wounded or killed, 
The Spaniards left 70 dead behind them in and about the 
church. This was their laſt cliort. All their Indians, ex- 
cepting 7 1800, diſcouraged by the lots, returned home, and 
the fire of the bs ſiegers continuing with unremitted.tury, the 
next day a breach appearcd pr acticab le, and it was thought 
the Snaniards 8, ſenſible of their dang 4:2 would think of giv- 


ing up the town ; but the) „Wers obitinate without bravery, 
or any generous reſolution o. iefending t ne breach. 


The next day, at jour in the morning, in conſequence of 
a re{olution formed the preceding night, the 


narters in ſmall bodies 
enemy, with an in- 


Aug. 6. troops kled off from their © 
to give che [© 5 ſuſpicion 55 he 


tention of ſtorming tlic town, and by wt os aſſembled at 
St. Jago's church, « 0! bferving the utme!t ſilence, and conceal- 


ing themſeives in the place of arms, ard parallel between 
the church and the battery, While in the mean time a briſk 
fre was kept up upon the works, and thiol places where the 

enemy 
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enemy might be lodged or intrenched. At day break a large 
body of Spaniards was diſcearned, forming themſelves on the 
baſtion of St. Andrew, but upon the exploſion of ſome ſhells 
that were thrown among them, they went off, Taking 1m- 
mediate advantage of this, and by the ſignal of a general 
3 of artillery and mortars, the troops ruthed on to 

the aſſault, under cover of a thick ſmoke that blew directly 
upon the town. Sixty volunteers of different corps under 
lieutenant Ruſſel of the 79th led the way, ſupported by the 


grenadiers of that regiment. The engineers, with the 
pioneers and other wor kmen, to clear and enlarge the breach, 
and make lodgments, in cafe the enemy ſhould have been 


t00 ſtrongly 1 intr enched | in the gorge of the baſtion, ſollow- 
ed. Col. Monſon and major More were at the head of two 
grand diviſions of the -Qth ; the batt: i110 n of {eamen advanc- 
ed next, fuſtained by the other two diviſions of the 7gth ; 
and the companys troops cloſed the rear. They all mount- 
ed the breach with amazing ſpirit and rapidity, and ditperſed 
the Spaniards with the greateſt facility. Little reſiſtance 
was given, except at the Royal gate, and from the galle— 
ries of the lofty heaſe $ which ſurrounded tlie grand ſquare. 
In the guard howſe over the Roval gate, 100 of the Spa- 
niards and Indians who would not ſurrende r, were put to 
the ſword; and according to the enemy's own account, 
zoo men were drown: 4 in atte inpting to eſcape Over he 
river, which was very deep and rapid. The governor and 
principal officers retired to the citadel, and were glad to 
ſurrender as priſoners at diſcretion, as that place was in no 
good poſture of defence; the marquis of Villa Mediana, 
and the reſt of the Spaniſh officers, were admitted as pri— 
ſoners of war on their paroles of honour, and to concihate 
the afleftions of the natives, all the Indians taken priſo— 
ners, were diſmiſſed in 0 

Ihe joy on taking this important place was greatly cloud- 
cd by the loſs of major More, who being ti ansfixed with an 
arrow near the Royal + died immediat ly, univerſally 
lamented for his good analitics. A few officers only were 
wounded, and no racre Ton 30 private men killed or wound- 
ed. In conſequence of the terms given to ihe Spaniards, 
the port of Cavite, and the citadel, with the alards and forts 
dependent on Manila, were given vp to his Eritannic ma 
jeſty, and they were to pay four millions of dollars for the 
prefcrvation of the town and their effec 


e 2 Such 


22ͤ«·˙ 
- 4 — 
— 


— 2 


516 The HisTory of the WAR. 1762. 


Such lucrative conqueſts as the Havannah and the Philip- 
pine Iſlands, had never before been made (a). But theſe 
immenſe captures though they inriched individuals, contri— 
buted nothing directly to the public ſervice. However, 

they 


(a) Brigadier Gen, Draper's Letter to the Earl of Egremont, 
dated Manila, November 2, 1762. 


My Lord, 


DO myſelf the honour of ſending licut. col. Scott, late adjutant- 

general, to inform your Lordſhip of the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's 
arms in the conqueſt of Manila, the ſurrender of the port of Ca- 
wite, and the ceſſion of the Philippine iſlands. 

On the 6th of Odober we took the capital by ſtorm, after 12 
days operation, which are detailed in my journal. Our loſs upon 
this occaſion would have been trifling, but for the death of major 
More, a valiant good officer; and it is with particular ſatisfaction 
[ can aſſure your Lordſhip, that the firm bravery and perſeverance 
of the troops, could only be equalled by their humanity after vic- 
tory. Out of reſpect and deference to Admiral Corniſh, we waited 
till he came on ſhore, and being deſirous to fave ſo fine a city 
from deſtruction, we jointly dictated the annexed conditions to the 
governor general (the Archbiſhop) and the chief magiſtrates, who 
moſt readily embraced them. 

Conſidering their critical ſituation, and vaſt opulence, the terms 
were as reaſonable for them as beneficial to us. We allow the 
India company a third part of the ranſom, the whole of which 
amounts to a million ſterling ; and, according to my inſtructions, 
J have this day delivered up Manila, one of the richeſt cities and 
iſlands in this part of the world, with the port of Cavite, to Daw- 
fon Drake, Eſq; and the other gentlemen appointed to receive them 
on behalf of the company, with all the artiilery, ammunition, and 
warlike ſtores found therein, agreeable to the incloſed inventories. 

I have appointed major Fel of the 79th regiment to be com- 
mandant of the garriſon, which muſt conſiſt of all the troops 
brought from Madraſs, as the great extent of the place, its very 
numerous inhabitants, and unſettled country, with the importance 
of the Cavite, demand at leaſt, this force for an effeQtual ſecurity. 

The ſeaſon of the year, and condition of the ſquadron, oblige 
us to defer the taking poſſeſſion of the ſubordinate places ceded to 
the crown, until the ſhips have had a ſufficient repair; and I have 


the pleaſure to acquaint your Lordſhip, that the large quantity ol 


naval ſtores taken in the royal magazines at Cavite, ſupply moſt 
excellent 
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they might be ſaid to contribute ſomething to it indirectly; 
by increaſing the ſtock of the nation, and ſupplying that 
prodigious drain of treaſure, which tor ſeveral years had been 


made 


excellent materials for this purpoſe, in which the Admiral is inde- 
fatigable, whoſe zeal for his majeſty's ſervice, great cordiality, and 
conſtant attention to us during the whole courſe of the expedi- 
tion, and fatiguing progreſs of the ſiege, are beyond all praiſe. 
The other officers of the fleet exerted themſelves to the utmoſt 
upon every occaſion. As a ſmall acknowledgment of our many 
obligations to Mr. Kempenfelt, the Admirals captain, I begged his 
acceptance of the government of the citadel and port of Cavite, 
till it was given up to the company; his prudent and excellent re- 
gulations there were of infinite utility to the public ſervice. 

The captains Collins, Pitchford, and George Ourry, who com- 
manded the battalion of ſeamen, behaved with great ſpirit and con- 
duct, and capt. Jocelyn, who was entruſted with the care of the 
diſembarkations, gave us all the aſſiſtance that could be wiſhed or 
expected from a diligent good officer. The marine officers and 
corps were of great ſervice, and the ſeamen aſtoniſhed us with 
moſt extraordinary proofs of activity and valour, particularly thoſe 
who aſliſted at our batteries. 

The reduQtion of Manila has been ſo much owing to the con- 
ſummate ſkill and bravery of Col. Monſon, that I fear my faint re- 
preſentations cannot do juſtice to his merit ; and I moſt humbly 
beg leave, through your Lordſhip, to recommend him to his Ma- 
jeſty, together with the following oihcers, viz. Lieut. Col. Scort, 
Major Barker, who commanded our artillery ; Capt. Fletcher, 
Major of Brigade; the engineers, Captains Stephenſon, and Cotsford, 
and Enſign Barnard ; the Captains Moore and Pemble, aids-de-camp, 
who have all acted in their ſeveral departments with extraordinary 
merit, and greatly facilitated my good fortune. Both the royal 
and the company's artillery, with their other troops, behaved very 
well. In the laſt place, may I preſume to point out the ſervices 
of the 79th regiment, which, from the good conduct of their for- 
mer and preſent field-officers, has the peculiar merit of having firſt 
ſtopped the progreſs of the French in India, and not a little con- 
tributed to the happineſs and deciſion of that war under Col. Coote, 
and has ſince extended the glory of his Majeſty's arms to the ut- 
moſt verge of Aa. Twenty three officers, with upwards of 800 
men have fallen in the cauſe of their country, ſince the regiment 
left England : Numbers of the ſurvivors are wounded. Your 
}ordſhip's goodneſs encourages me to mention them as objects of 


compaſſion 
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made from this kingdom for foreign ſubſidies, and for the 
maintenance of armies abroad. It it had not been {or fiich 
pecuniary fupplics, with which the uncemmon fſucceites of 


- —— — — — — 


compaſſion and protection. Captain I/-!cher has nine colours to 
lay at his Majeſiy's feet. 
| I have the hannur ts he, . 


WILLIAM DRAPER 
Brigadier General, and Commander in Chief. 


Letter from Vice- Admiral C orniſh, to Mr. Clevland, dated in the 
Pay of Manila, the 31/t of October, 1762. 


T is with the greateſt pleaſure | have the honour to acquaint 
their lord Iſhip Ss with the ſucceſs of his m: jelty' S arms in the re- 
duction of the city of Manila, which was taken by ſtorm on the 
morning of the gth inftant. In my letters of the 23d and 31ſt of 
July, I acquainted their lordſhips with my proceedings to that 
time; after which I uſed every pollible means at Madraſs for diſ- 
patch ; the decline of the 5. Vo, monſoon making it of the utmoſt 
importance. Lo promote this end, I compleated the E/izaberh, 
Grafton, Lenox, Weymouth and Arge, with ſuch of the troops, and 
military itores, as they were to take on board, and on the 29tih ſent 
them away unaer the command of Commodore T iddeman, to an 
cecd to Malaucca, With a view that they might compleat thi Va- 
ter there by tlie time 1 ſnould arrive with the remainder of the 
ſquailron. 
hi: aving, acc On 


— - 
* 
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ſhed the embarkation of every thing deſigned 
for the exped! tion, with a Gipatch much beyond my expectations, 

as we had from the whole time of my be ing there a VIO [ous 6 irf to 
contend with, Ifaned the hilt of Auguſt with the hips undermen— 
tioned, VIZ. A or fouls, Panther, * 7 (t, Seofor 1. Fot ith 5. 3 457 le 
ſtorc ſhips, Admiral Stzwen's ſtore-ſhip, 75 erly ( ompany 8 ſhin P- 
leaving the Falmouth, at the reduce hi of thy e preſident and councii, 


to convoy the Le Inilia ſuip, who was not dy to fail, having 

the treaſure to take on board {o1 the (/ ina cargoes, and to br: ng 

10 Ma nila ſuch of che Comp znv's ner vs (9, R3--Were--i6d he put 111 
oficiiion of that government, if © C: xp dition fy ceede d. 


The 19th, I arrived at Ma!la a, and was dijappointed in not find- 
ing Mr. T:iddeman there, who did not join me till the 21ſt, having 
met with long, calms: the ditliicuiry of watering the {quacron at this 

Jace made it the 27th before I could leave he ro; d. 
On the 2d of September I arrived oft P. ih { imran, aud was join- 


el 
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this war were attended, it never could have been maintain- 
ed in the extent to which it was carried, notwithſtanding 
the increale of trade, which has been uniformly progreſſive 
for 


ed by captain Grant, in the Seah»rje, whom TI had detached, upon 
my hrit artival at Madrafs, to cruize between this iſland and the 
ſtraits of Sincapore, to ſtop any veſſels he might ſuſpect going to 
Manila. 

On the 19th I made the coaſt of Luconia, but was drove off 

again by a ſtrong N. E. wind, which ſeparated ſome of the ſqua- 
dron. The 224 the gale broke up, and the wind ſhifting to the 
S. W. the 234 we recovered the land again ; the next day entered 
the bay of Hana, and in the cloſe ot the evening anchored off the 
port of Cavite with the whole ſquadron, except the Sourh-Sea 
Cale, and Admiral oe deus, . Falmouth and Efjex having joined 
me off the coaſt. In the night I ſent tne maſters to found about 
tie foctifications of C and, by their report found that it might 
be attacked by ſhips. 
Ihe 25th in the morning, the wind not being favourable to at- 
tack the. C PT, ! took t ) o of the frigates, and with general 
Draper, and ſome other othcers, reco nnoitred the ſhore about Ma- 
nia, and obſerved ſome churches and other buildings to ſtand near 
the works on the touth-lide oi the town, particularly towards the 
S. WV. baſtion. We had ſo: ne deſign of attacking Cawzte hrit, to 
have had the conveniency of that port for the ſuipping, but conſi- 
dered that though the attack | nould be attended with all the ſucceſs 
we could |! nope, Y< T iT Would Ct 1uie a delay at leair of two days be- 
fore we could land as Manila, which time w ould attord opportunity 
to the enemy to demolilh toe building's near their works, and to 
prepare many obſtacles 19 our ne and perh: aps recover from 
that conſternation our unexpected arrival had thrown them in; and 
further, Manila being the ARCS it that fell, Cavite would i in 
conſequence. 

From theſe confiderations, I joined in opinion with the general to 
take avant: "nc of circumitances ſo favourable tor a deſcent, and 
land the troops with all diſpatch, and endeavour to get poſſeſſion 
of foine poſts near their works, which, if etfeQ ed, would greatly 

facilitate the rediiftion of the city. 

In conſequence of theſe retolutions, | immediately made the 
tis nal ON board the Sea 1 r/e tor the quadron to join me, and for the 
t100P3 to prepare to land. About ſeven in the evening the 79th te- 
9¹⁰ ment, with the marines in the boats, under the direction of the 
Captains Park: PF, Rene nf /f, and Brer elon, puſhed tor the ſhore ; 
and under the fire of the three frigates, effected the landing at a 


church 


tt 


Ac 
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for the laſt three years. It has in a looſe way been com- 
puted, that the ſucceſs of our arms in the Eaſt Indies, inde- 


dependently of the great increaſe of valuable merchandize, 
(which 


church called the Moratia, about a mile and half from the walls. 
We had no oppolition [rom the enemy, but ſome difficulty from 
the ſurf, which ran high, and bilged all the long boats, but hap- 
pily loſt no men. | 

'The next morning the general took an advanced poſt about 200 
yards from the glacis, and there, under cover of a blind, intended 
his battery againſt the face of the S. W. baſtion. The number of 
troops being ſmall, I landed a battalion of ſeamen, conſiſting of 
about 700 men, under the command of the Captains Collins, 
Pitchford, and George Ourry. 

The 25th I diſpatched three armed boats after a galley, coming 
up the bay to Manila; they came up with her, reſolutely boarded 
her, and took her, notwithſtanding ſhe kept up a ſmart fire with 
patteraroes and muſkets; ſhe mounted two carriage and ſeventeen 
braſs ſwivel guns, and had eighty men. By letters found in her, 
we diſcovered ſhe was diſpatched from the galleon St. Philippina, 
from Acapulco, and whom ſhe had left the roth of September, at 
Cajayagan, between the Embocadera and Cape Spiritu Santa. Up- 
on this diſcovery, I came to a reſolution to ſend the Panther and 
Argo in queſt of her, but it was the 4th of October before the wea- 
ther permitted their failing. 

The 28th of September the General acquainted me, that he was 
beginning to work on the battery, and that if ſome ſhips could get 
near enough to throw ſhot on the works of the town oppoſite to it, 
it might take off ſome of the enemy's fire and attention, and there- 
by facilitate its conſtruction. In conſequence of this, I ordered 
Commodore T :iddeman, with the Elizabeth and Falmouth, towards 
the town, as near as the depth of water would permit, and to place 
the ſhips in ſuch a poſition as would belt anſwer the purpoſe in- 
tended, which was accordingly done the next day, and their fire 

had a very good effect. | 
On the 3oth, the South-Sea Cafile arrived with ſtores, which 
were much wanted, particularly the entrenching tools, for want 
of which the army had been ſo greatly diſtreſſed, that I was oblig- 
ed to employ all the forges in making ſpades, p ckaxes, &c. ſor 
them. The firſt of Odlober it began to blow freſh, and in the 
night increaſed to a hard gale, which drove the South-Sea Ca/tle 
aſhore near the Pulveri/ta, a little to the ſouthward of our camp. 
This accident, however, had ſome conſiderable advantages attend- 
ing it, as the ſituation ſhe lay in made her cannon a protection for 

the 
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(which uſed to be formerly the ſole produce and advantage 
of the Eaſt India commerce,) has brought into England dur- 
ing the war, ncar ſix millions in treaſure and jewels. 


The 


the rear of our camp: it was likewiſe the means that all her mili- 
tary ſtores were got on board with ſafety and diſpatch, and the 
army ſupplied with the proviſions ſhe had on board, both of which 
were articles they ſtood in immediate need of, and which could 
not have been ſupplied by boats, as 1t continued blowing weather 
for ſeveral days after, and the ſurf breaking very high on the beach. 

This gale was from the W. S. W. directly on the ſhore, which 
gave me much concern for the ſafety of the ſquadron, particularly 
for the Elizabeth and Falmouth, who were only in four fathom wa- 
ter, and, as I have been ſince informed, ſtruck ; but the bottom 
being mud, and folt to a conliderable depth, they received no 
damage. On the 4th in the morning, the General opened the 
battery, which was fo well managed, and ſeconded by the ſhips 
before the town that in four hours the defences were taken off, and 
the next day in the evening the breach was made practicable. 

On the 6th, at day-light in the morning, the general's regiment, 
with the ſea battalion, mounted the breach, made the attack, and 
ſoon got poſſeſſion of all the baſtions, which completed the con- 
queſt. I immediately went on ſhore, and with the General, had a 
meeting with the Spaniſh Governor, and ſome of the principal 
officers, when a capitulation was agreed on, that the town and 
port of Cavite, with the iſlands and forts dependent on Manila, 
ſhould be given up to his Britannic Majeſty, and that they ſhould 
pay four millions of dollars for the preſervation of the town and 
their effects, (a copy of which capitulation I have encloſed.) 

On the 10th, I ſent Captain Kempenfelt in the Norfolk, with the 
Seaford and Seahorſe, to take poſſeſſion of Cavite, agreeable to the 
capitulation ; by this acquiſition we are in poſſeſſion of a very large 
quantity of naval ſtores ; and beſide the advantage of almoſt every 
convenience for refitting a ſquadron, the people are ſupplied with 
freſh meat and vegetables in great plenty. 

The ſiege, though ſhort, was attended with many difficulties and 
great fatigue, in which both the ofhcers and men exerted themſelves 
with the utmoſt chearſulneſs. We had conſtantly freſh gales, a lee 
ſhore, and conſequently a high ſurf to contend with, which made it 
always difficult, trequently hazardous, and ſometimes impoſſible to 
land with boats. The rains fell very heavy, and our little army 
were ſurrounded and harraſſed by numerous bodies of Indians, 
who, though undiſciplined, and armed only with lances, bows and 


Uu u arrows, 
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The capture of the Spaniſh regiſter ſhip, the 
May 21. Hermione, which happened ſoon after the com- 
mencement of the war with Spain, and juſt as ſhe 


was on the point of entering one of the ports of Old Spain, 


and 


* — 


— — 


arrows, yet by a daring reſolution and contempt of death, they be- 
came not only troubleſome but formidable. I have the ſatisfaction 
of acquainting their lordſhips, that throughout the whole expedi- 
tion, the moſt perfect harmony and unanimity have ſubſiſted between 
his Majeſty's land and fea forces. 

You will receive with this, an account of the number of officers 
and men, both ſeamen and marines, that were landed from the 
ſquadron, as likewiſe of the killed and wounded in each corps. It 
is with concern, I acquaint their lordſhips with the loſs of com- 
modore Tiddeman, who, in attempting to enter the river in his 
barge, the morning after the reduction of Manila, was drowned 
with five of his people, by which unhappy accident, his Majeſty 
has loſt a brave and experienced officer. 

Captain Kempenfelt, by whom I ſend this (and will preſent to 
you for their lordſhips a plan of the town of Manila, and the port 
of Cavite) has been of the greateſt aſſiſtance to me during the 
courſe of this enterprize ; he is very capable of furniſhing their 
lordſhips with many particulars neceſſary for their information; and 
his great merit makes it my duty to recommend him as a very 
able and good officer. 

am, &c. 


S. CORNISH. 


Letter from Vice-Admiral Corniſh to Mr. Clevland, dated in the 
Bay of Manila, Nov. 10, 1762. 


N my letter of the 31ſt of Odober, I acquainted you of my hav- 
ing ſent Captain Parker with the Panther and Argo, in queſt 

of the galleon St. Philippina, from Acapulco, bound to Manila. 
The 7th inſtant Captain King in the Argo, returned with a letter 
from Captain Parker, acquainting me, that, in conſequence of my 
orders, having the zoth of October got the length of the iſland 
Capul, near the entrance into the Embocadera, in purſuit of the 
St. Philippina, where the Argo had come to an anche (and which 
he intended to do for that night) juſt as the day cloſed ſaw a fail, 
and ſtanding to the northward ; at eight in the evening he got ſight 
of the chace, about two leagues to leeward, but unluckily by the 
rapidity of a counter current, to what the chace was in, drove 
| among 
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and that of the Santiſſimo Trinidad, a Manila ſhip, muſt be 
added to theſe reſources. The firſt of theſe was worth lit- 
tle leſs than a million ſterling, and the other at leaſt three 
millions of dollars. The taking of theſe ſhips is not altoge- 
ther unworthy a place in hiftory ; becauſe it had no ſmall 
influence on the affairs of the Bourbon alliance, and conſi- 


derably 


3 


among the Narrango's in the utmoſt danger of being loit, and 
obliged to anchor; the frigate having eſcaped the danger, g9: up 
with the chace, and engaged her near two hours; but was fo 
roughly handled, that Capt. Ring was obliged to bring too to re- 
pair his damages. By this time the current 11: ickened, which en- 
abled Capt. Parker to get under fail with the chace in fight : 
about nine the next morning he came up with her, and after bat- 
tering her two hours within halt muſket ſhot, ſhe ſtruck. The 
enemy made but little reſiſtance, truiting to the immenſe thickneſa 


* 
of the ſides of their ſhip, which the Panther's ſhot was not able to 


penetrate, except her upper works. Capt. Parker was no leſs diſ- 
appointed than furprized, when the general came on board, to 
find, that inſtead of the Saint Philippine, he had engaged and 
taken the Santiſſinio Trinadad, who dep: arted from Mala the ſitſt 
of Auguſt for Acapulco, aud had got three hundred leagues to the 
eaſtwurd of the Embocudens; but meeting with a hard gale of 
wind, was diſmaſted and put back to reſit. She had eight hundred 
men on board, and pierced for fixty guns, but when Capt. King 
engaged her, had only ſix mounted, and but thirteen when taken : 
ſhe draws thirty-three feet water, and is a much larger ſhip than 
the Panther. I cannot aſcertain the value of the cargo, but there 
is to the amount of one million and a half of dollars regiſtered, 
and ſhe is reputed to be worth three millions. 

Capt. King left the Panther with her Prize * at anchor about 
three leagues ſouth of the Corrigedoww, at the mouth of this bay; 
and as I have fent a reinforcement of men with launches and warpa, 
hope very ſoon to have her in fatety. Jam, &c. 

S. CORNISH. 


Officers killed and wounded, &c. belonging to the Norfolk, Licut. 
eter Porter, and Mr. Ihite, ſurgeon's ſecond mate, killed. 


Lenox, Thaimas Spearing, ſecond lieutenant of marines, wounded. 
Total 3 ſeamen and marines landed, 1017. Killed, 17. 
Wounded, 
N. B. The ſurgeons, armourers, and other artihcers, are not 
included in the above account. 
Norfolk, off Cawvita, 
Od. 31, 1762 Uu u 2 


S. CORNISH. 
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derably ſunk thoſe reſources of money, which were the 
principal objects to France, when ſhe formed that famous 
treaty. All theſe advantages were without any conſiderable 
allay on the fide of Great Britain; they would have ſerved 
to ballance any poſſible ſucceſs, which the enemy might have 
had in Portugal. But their ſucceſs in that quarter, where 
they had entertained the moſt ſanguine hopes, was by no 
means conſiderable, and very far from tending to any thing 
deciſive. Theſe conſiderations helped to diſpoſe the Bour- 

bon courts to peace, almoſt as ſoon as they hs d jointly en- 

tered into the war; and If urope, after having been deceived 
in the hopes of tranquillity, which Were entertained from 


the late negotiation, and plunged : rently deeper than 
Ever into war, Was in real; ty ap 0 ro: 2 unge f. Tt to Peace, and 
the public repoſe was preparing, when it ſeemed to be at the 


greateſt diſtance. 


— — 


CEA 1A. 


Propoſals for peace. State of the min fry and parties. 
Dukes of Bedfor, and Nit 240 8 employed in the negotia- 
tion. Neufundland taken and retaken. Mar in Ger- 

* * 


many. Heredi'ary Prince defeated at Ihanniſberg. French 
repulſed. . Caſſel invefied. Remarkable conmneds at 
Bucker Muhbl. French take Am: „ 1 5 ſurren— 
dered to the allies. Mar in li bal 17 dad. 


HEN France had found experimentally, that the 

preſent at leaſt was not the favourable time for 
drawing from her alliance all thoſe advantages with which 
ſhe flattered herſelf, ſhe inclined in good earneſt to peace. 
The ſincerity of her procedure in the former negotiation 
might be juſtly queſtions d; becauſe the had prepared an af- 
ter game in cale of its bre: aking off, And ſhe fo much re— 
lied on it, that it is very poſlible the negotiation itſelf was 
but a feint made to cover and to prepare that project. But 


finding that Great Britain was neither intimidated by the 


threats of that formidable alliance, nor at all likely to be re- 
duced by the exertion of its forces; the came in good ear- 
neſt into theſe pacific r eee whi ch for merly ſhe had 
only counterfeited. The flow p OL - of the Bourbon troops 
in Portugal, the retrograde motion | of th e French army in 
| Germany, 
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Germany, the taking of Martinico and its dependencies, 
and the imminent dange T in which whey beheld the Havan- 
nah, all conſpired to humble the pride, and daſh the hopes 
of the Bourbon alliance. 

On the ſide of Great Britain likewiſe, the diſpoſitions to 
peace became much more cordial. No people were ever 
leſs intoxicated with their tuccefies. Victories were be- 
come familiar to us, and made but little impreſſion. The 
marks of public joy on the moiſt TR Sg conqueſts, 
were become much flighter and colder; than were ſhewed 


at the beginning of the war, upon ver) riviat advantages. 
Beſides the nation had occaſion for peace. Though her 
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example favourable, and though many her conqueits, as 
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{elves in carrying 11 on, Was e nſwered; we had enough in 
our hands to anſwer all our demands, and almoſt all cur ex- 
pectations; and as it is grown 1nto 2 ſort of maxim, that 
nations greatly victorious, muſt cede ſomething on a peace, 
the difficulty on our fide was only what, and how much we 
ſhould retain. Not that there was a doubt, but whatever 
choice of acquiſition could be made upon and r ational prin- 
cipbe CS, 4 8 would {til remain to gu e the fulleſt Hope 


to every | _— ment of equity And moderation. 
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n 5 | 1 p g 8 Pu 1 
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the Britif u in iniſtry nad begun tus War; anotne i Cration 
put an end to it. 
The whole council had been almoſt unauimous to oppoſe 
Mr. Pitt, in his ſcheme tor precipitating the. declaration of 
war againſt Spain. They thought his principles too vio- 
lent, and they did not periectiy like his perton. hen he 
retired from public buſineſs, it fecinod as if they breathed 
more freely, and had got rid ot a n N b oppreſſed 
them. Eut he was not long removed, When it appeared 
6 that the remaining part of the ſy fle, Was tramed upon 
| principles fo very ditcordant in themfetves, that it was by 
no means likely to ſtand, 'The 
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The duke of Newcaſtle, firſt lord of the treaſury, by his 
early zeal in favour of the proteſtant ſucceſſion, by the libe- 
ral and politic uſe he had made of a great fortune, by the ob- 

ligations which in a courſe of many years, and in a ſucceſſi- 
on of great employments, he was enabled to confer on ſome 
of the moſt conſiderable people in the kingdom, had attach- 
ed a great number to his fortunes, and formed an intereſt in 
the parliament and the nation, which it was extremely dif- 
ficult to overturn, or even to ſhake. He came to be conſi- 
dered as the head of the whigs; and he was in reality well 
qualified in many reſpects for the chief of a party, from his 
unbounded liberality, from his affability, magnificence, and 
perſonal diſintereſtedneſs. ven the defects and faults, which 
might have appeared in his character, were rather of ſervice 
to him, as they often tended to ſoften reſentments, and help- 
ed to give that great power, of which he was polleſſed, an 
appearance leis formidable. | 

During a great part of the late king's reign, his family 

had dil rock: d all things without controul. On the acceſſion 

of his prctent majetty, his ſituation ſeemed more doubtful. 
But in alittle time he appeared outwardly as well eſtabliſhed 
as ever, not only 1n his former hich employments, but in 
that ſhare of influence which is commonly ſuppoſed to at- 
tend it. There was, however, very little reality in this ſpe- 
cious appcarance; ivr he did not poſſeſs the royal conhi- 
dence, upon which all the eſſential of power depends. Net- 
ther his age, nor his ſituatlo 1 in the former reign, had al- 
lowed him the opportunity of i cultivating an intereſt with the 
preſent king. Another noble perſon Ca) had been in an em- 
ployment near his perſon ; and having formed his mind witl, 
much attention and ſucceſs to thoſe virtues which adorn his 
ſtation, deſerved and obtained a very uncommon ſhare of 
his confidence. | 

This nobleman was firſt groom of the ſtole: afterwards, 
taking a more open ſhare in the conduct of affairs, he accept- 

ed the ſeals as ſecretary of ſtate. On the removal of Mr. 
Pitt, who prefer ved a fort ot union in the adminittration by 
their common aread of him, the only competition was be- 
tween the duke of Newcaſtle and lord Bute. The former 
could not well endure that decay of influence, which, on a 
thouſand occaſions, he mult have ſenſibly felt, and which 
the 


(a) The Lail of Bute. 
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the great rank he held muſt have rendered only more pain- 
ful. Lord Bute, on the other hand, could not bear to ſee 
the treaſury board, which, under whatever limitations, was 
attended with ſo much power, in the hands of his rival. It 
is indeed a department, the entire conduct of which is abſo- 
lutely eſſential to the perſon who has any pretenſions to be 
at the head of the Britiſh adminiſtration. 

Theſe principles ſoon produced their natural eſtect. In 
a ſhort time the duke of Newcaſtle thought him- 
ſelf obliged to reſign, and lord Bute became firſt May 26. 
commiſſioner of the treaſury. This reſignation 
was followed by that of others of great conſideration for 
their rank and influence. No one was ſurpriſed at the ferment 
which enſued ; in which perſonal refentment, party violence, 
and national, or rather local prejudices, were all united, to 
throw every thing into confuſion. 

In this condition of parties, a number of thoſe called 
Whigs, who had loſt their places, being high ily irritated at 
the late changes, and even many of thofe who "fil continu- 
ed in employments, being ſuppoſcd attached to the intereſt 
of the duke of Newcaſtle, and therefore not to be depended 
on by the new adminiſtration, it became nageſſary to have 
recourſe to thoſe called "Tories, or country gentlemen. 

From the beginning of this reign it had been profeſled, 
with the general applauſe of all 8000 men, to aboliſh thoſe 
odious party diſtinctions, and to extend the royal favour and 
protection equally to all his majeſty's ſubjects. The per- 
ſons called Tories had, beſides, been before active in ſup- 
port of ſome of thoſe, who now clamoured at the very mea- 
ſures which they had ihemicives, more than once, adopt— 
ed. However, occaſion was taken from thence to endea- 
vour at the revival of this almoſt exploded diſtinction. There 
were great heats, which were LA "wn into a combuſtion by 
every art, and every inſtrument as party, that had ever 
proved cftectual upon fimilar occ: ſions. 

Whit the nation was thus diftracted, the conduct of a 
war became difficult; its continuance unſafe; and its ſup- 
plies uncertain. Ji the adminiſtration tailed, their failure 
would be conſtrued into incapacity ; it they ſucceeded, their 
ſucceſs would be converted into an Argument tor {uch terms 
of peace, as it would he impoſſible for them to procure. 
Above all, the antient and known connuCtion between the 
chiets of the moneyed intereſt and the principal perſons in 
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the oppoſition, muſt have been a ſubject of great anxiety to CO 
the adminiſtration. 


Theſe cauſes co- operated to render the intentions of the 10 
Britiſh miniſtry towards peace altogether cordial and ſin- dit 
cere; and they thought themſelves abundantly juſtified in th 
their wiſhes for it at this juncture, both from the ſucceſſes FAC 
and the burthens of the nation; from the flouriſhing ſlate Cc 
of ſome of their allies, and the doubtful ſtate of others; thi 
and in general, from thoſe arguments oft humanity, winch "_ 
made it high time that Europe ſhould enjoy tome interval bo 
of repoſe. ith 

Both courts'thus concur Ine in the ſame point, all diffi- vil 
culties were {pecdi!y 7 {mo It is ſaid, that the firſt over- Pei 
tures were made under ook median n of his Sardinian ma- let 
jeſty. As ſoon as terms were propoſed, in order to give a 
pledge to each other ol mei mutual ſincerity, it was agreed 3 
that N reaty. ſhould not be negotiated, as the former 
had been, by ſu bordinat e perſons ; but that the two courts (a, 
ſhould reciprocalty 1 ad 0 Fan and Ve! rſailles a perion 
of the firſt conſequence and diſtinction in either kingdom. 

Accordingly the du! e of Bedford was ſent to negotiate on 

the part df England, and the Cue de Nivernois on that of I 
Fr 4800 j ch 2 Eres it outlines of the treaty were very ſoon ex- ip 
Plaine: d a: and adjuſted, The detail ot {ome articles took up ont 
more ume. inte 

During this mixed interval of war and treaty, the French had 
obtained : temporary advantage; but which neither ſuſ- bour 
pended nor e the negotiation. It was the laſt of- 1 
fenſive effort, which they made; and though this enter- | the 
prize was attended with a temporary ſucceſs in the execu- amo 
tion, it was in the deſig n not ſuperior to any of thoſe that 


had failed. Monſteur de Tertiny. with A ſquadron of four 
nen of war and a bomb ketch, and M. d' Hauſonville, with 
a proportionable number ot 12 nd forces, arrived the 24th ol 
June at the bay of Bulls in Newfoundland, and finding the 
111and little prepares d to res them, took without difficulty, 
the forts of St. John, Trinity, and Carbonear, deſtroyed the 
wo laſt, and likev- 7 the ſtages and implements of the fiſh- 
ery, to a conſiderable value. The immenſe extent of our 
military cperati: "ns, rendered it little wonderful or blame- 
able, that this particular part was found weak. 
The French preſumed by far too much on the ſupine- 
neſs of the nation, when they hoped ſuch an advantage 


| could 
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could have any great effect on the negotiation. In fac, as 
ſoon as the news arrived in England, a force was fitted out 
to retake thole places. But ſuch was the vigilance and rea- 
dineſs of general Amherſt, our commander in America, 
that it ſuperſeded the neceſſity of this armament. He de- 
tached colonel Amherſt with a body of forces, and Lord 
Colville with a ſmall, but ſufficient ſquadron, to recover 
this valuable iſland. Ihe land forces attacked ſome detach- 
ments of the French, atvantageouſly poſted in the neigh- 
bourhood of St. John's, and prepared to attack St. John's 
itſelt, with ſo much vigour and activity, that M. d'Hauſon- 
ville, who had remained there as governor, thought pro- 
per to deliver up that place, and ſurrendered him- 
ſelf and garriſon priſoners of war (a), before Sept. 18. 
lord 


(a) Colonel Ambernſi's Letter to the Earl of Egremont, dated, St. 
Fohn's, Newfoundland, Sept. 20, 1762. 


My Lord, 
Ccording to the orders I received from Sir Jeffery Amberſt 
at New York, of which your Lordſhip have been informed, 
| proceeded from New York to Halifax with the tranſports, to 
take up there the troops deſtined for the expedition. I got 
into the harbour the 26th of Aug; and finding Ld. Colville 
had failed, determined to embark the troops there, and at Louiſ- 
bourg, as expeditiouſly as poſſible, and proceed after his Lordſhip. 

The men of war being ſailed, who were to have taken part of 
the troops on board, I was obliged to take up ſhipping to the 
amount of 400 tons. 

I had every thing embarked, ready to fail the 29th, but con- 
trary winds kept us in the harbour till the 11t of September, when 
we got out, and arrived at Lourfbourg on the 5th. The next day 
the troops were embarked, and we failed out of rae harbour the 
7th in the morning. 

I had the good fortune to join Lord Colwville's fleet on the 11th, 
a few leagues to the ſouthward of St. John's ; and by the intelli- 
gence his Lordſhip had received, I was obliged to change my re- 
{olution of landing the troops at Kit Vith, a narrow entrance, 
cloſe to the harbour of St. John's, the enemy having entirely ſtop- 
ped up the paſſage, by ſinking ſhallops in the channel. 

From the beſt information i could get, it appeared that Torbay, 
about three leagues to the northward of St. Jebr's, was the place 
ta land the troops at, within that diſtrict, 

X 22 Lord 
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lord Colville could arrive irom the place where the troops 

had been landed, to co-operate with them. M. de Jernay 

eſcaped with the fleet, partly by having gained a conſidera— 
ple 


Lord Colville ſent the Hren man of war into Torbay with the 
tranſports ; and it was late at night on the 12th, before they al! 
came to an anchor. Capt. Douglas of his Majeſty's ſhip Syren, 
went with me to view the Bay, and we found a very good Beach 
to land on. It blew hard in the night, and one of the tranſport ; 
with the Provincial Light Inſantry corps on board, was driven 
out to lea. 

[ landed the troops e carly the next morning, at the bottom of 
the Bay, from whence a path led to St. Jus: a party of the 
enemy fired ſome ſhots at the boats as they rowed in. The Light 
Infantry of the Regulars landed lirit, Eh re enemy one pak 
and drove them towards St. 7% us. de battalions landed, and 

ve marched on. The path tor Por: miles very narrow, through 
a thick wood, and over very bad ground. 

Capt. M' Donnell's Lighit Infantry corps in front came up with 

ſome of the party we d irove from the Landi 1s Place : They had 


concealed themſelves in the wood, fired upon us, and wounded 
three men. A part of H Dannell's corps ruſhed in upon them, 
took three priſoners, and drove the reſt off. 


Ihe country opened afterwards, and we marched to the left 
of Kitty Viliy : It was neceſſary to take poſſeſſion of this paſs, to 
open a comgnication for the landing pee and ſtores, it be- 
ing impracticable to get them up the way we came 

As foon as our right was Cloſe to Kitty Fay river, the enemy 
fired upon us from a hill on the oppoſite tide. I ſent a party upa 
rock, which commanded the pailage over, and under cover of 
their fire, the Light Infantry companies of the Royal and Mont- 
gomery's, ſupported by the grenadiers of the Royal, paſſed, drove 
the enemy up the hill, and purſued them on that ide towards St. 
Fohn's: when I perceived a body of the enemy coming to their 
lupport, immediately ordered over Ma; or Suthc rland. with 
the remainder of the firſt battalion, upon w. hich they thought 
proper to retreat z and we had juit time, betore dark, to take 
poſt. 

Capt. Mackenzie, who commanded Mo mtwomery's Light Infan- 
try, was dangerouſly wounded. We took ten priſoners ; the troops 
lay this night on their arms 

The next morning, the 14th, we opened the channel, where 
the enemy had ſunk the mallops: they had a breaſt-w ork which 
commanded the entrance, and a battery not quite finiſhed, 
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ble diſtance, before they were diſcovercd, b y means of a 


thick fog ; and partly becauſe lord Co ville; after their wi 
ing been diſcovered, did not apprchend that they really 
were the enemy 8 {1117s, ; 


It 


— 


Lieut. Col. Tullikin, who had met with an accident by a fall, 
and was left on board, joined me this day ; and Capt. Ferguſon 
commanding the artillery, brou gat round ſome light artillery and 
ſtores from 7 orbay in the hallo 

The enemy had potiethio! 1 of two very high and fiecn ills, one 
in the front ot Our RUva nced PO i a1 (| che other nearer to S 


. ; rei # 
Jahn Sy Which two hs appeared to commend the whole groupe 
from Kitty Vitiy to St. John's, it was neceflary that we thould 
proceed on this ſide, to tecnre effectuglly the lan inz at the Kitty 
Vitiy, from the firſt hill the enemy fired upon our poſts, 

On the 15th, juſt before day-breal, I ordered Capt. MO Don- 
nell's corps of Light Infantry, and the I” Tal . þ Infantry, 
ſupported by our advanced p ta, to march to fur rile the enemy 
on this hill. Capt. M'Bonnell paſied their ſentries and ady need 
guards, and was firſt diſcovered by their main body. on the hill, 
as he came climbing up the rocks near the fummit, which he 
gained, receiving the enemy's fire. Le threw in his fire, and the 
enemy gave way. 

Capt. M'Donnel? was wounded ; Lieut. Sehnen of his compa- 
ny killed, with three or four men, and cizhteen wounded. 

The enemy had three companies of cronndicrs and two nicovets 

at this pot, commanded by Lieut. Col. Bei. nmbe, ſecond in RS 
1 V ho was bene AE a Cap an of 1 na lers wounn naed 


and taken prifoner ; his Lieut. Killed, ſereral men killed and 
wounded, and 13 taken priiozcrs. 

The enemy had o1 e mortar here, with which they threw ſome 
ſhells at us in the night; a fix-pounder not mounted, and ter 
wall pieces. 

This hill, with one adjoining, commands the harhovr. 

'The-16th, we advanced to the hill nearcr St. 7521's, which 
the enemy had quitted Twenty-nine thallo ps cane 1n to day 

with artillery and ſtores, proviſion and canip eat :1þ3Z0 from Tor- 
3 which we unloaded. I nioved the remaind er of the troops 
forward, leaving a poſt to guard the paſs of Kitty Fity, on the 
other fide. Laſt night the enemy's feet got out of the harbour. 
This night we lay on our arms. 

4 þ his 4 17th, a mortar battery was compleated, and a battery be- 
gun for four 24-pounders, and rwo 12 -pounc 5 21S, about 500 yards 


x K 2 from 
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It was in Germany that the greateſt efforts were made. 
Even after the negotiations had been conſiderably advanced, 
the military operations were in that country no way flack- 


ened. 


from the fort, made the road from the landing for the artillery, 
and at night opened the mortar battery, with one eight inch mor- 
tar, and ſeven cohorns, and iix royals. The enemy fired pretty 
briſkly from the fort, and threw tome ſhells. 

The 18th, in the morning, I received a letter from Count d- 
Haufſonville, of which Ido myſelf the honour to incloſe to your 
Lordſhip a copy, as alſo of my anſwer ; with copies of other let- 
ters that paſſed, and of the capitulation. 

As Lord Colwille, at this time, was ſome diſtance off the coal}, 
and the wind not permitting his Lordſhip to ſtand in, to honour 
me with his concurrence in the terms to be given to the garriion, I 
thought no time ſhould be loſt in ſo advance. d a ſeaſon, and there- 
fore took upon me to determine it, hoping to meet with his Lord- 
ſhip's approbation ; and he has given me the greateſt pleaſure, by 
entirely approving of every thing I have done. 

I muſt beg leave to ſay, my Lord, that every aſſiſtance we 
could poſiibly deſire from the fleet, has been given us. Lord 
Colville upon the ſhort notice he had of our joining him, having 
laboured to get together all the ſhallops he could, and with which 
we were fo amply: ſupplied, was a meaſure of eſſential ſervice; 
and without which our operations muſt have been conſiderably re- 
tarded. 

The indefatigable labour and perſevering ardour of the troop; 
I have the honour to command, fo neceſſary towards compleating 
the conqueſt, before the bad ſcaſon fet in, did indeed exceed 
what I could have expected. Licut. Col. Tul/ixin ſeconded me in 
every thing as 1 could wiſh. 

Capt. M'Donnell, of Col. n regiment, having Sir Teffe- 
ry Amberſi's leave to go to England d. was to have delivered this 
to your Lordſhip ; but his leg is broken by the wound he receiv- 
ed ; which Feeps him here. May IT humbly preſume, my Lord, 
to recommend this gentleman to your Lordſhip's protection, as a 
real, brave and good officer. 

Lord Colville intends ſending his Majeſty's ſhip ren immedi— 
ately to England. I fend Capt. Campbell, of the 22d regiment, 
with theſe diſpatches, who will inform your Lordfaip of any pai- 
ticulars you may deſire to know. 

I domyſelf the honour to tranſinit to your Lordſhip ſuch returns 

as 
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ened. The body under the marſhals d'Eſtrees and Soubile,; 
being reightened, | in the m manner VC nave ſcen, by the in— 


comparable judgment of prince Ferdinand's meaſures, had 
been 


as I can poſſibly g get in time, to ſhew the true liate of the Freach 
troops and garriſon here. 


— 1 * 
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I am, with the maſti profound reſpect, my Lord, 
” * * fy /? p 2 3 1 44 / * - 7 1 I: » © 3 n * 
Your Loruſbip's me humble, and moft obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM AMHERST:. 
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Capt. Campbell has brought with him the French colours which 
were hoiſted on the fort of St. 7%“ 
Lord Cilville's Letter to Myr. Clewland, dated, St. John's, News 
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Had the honour of ſending you an account of my proceedings 
[| until the 18th of Avouf, by a veſſel which failed from ES 
tia for England at that time ; and on the 22d I failed with his 
majeſty's ſnips the Northumberland, Ante lope, Golport, and Fyren, 
and the King George, belonging to the province of Mal. 2chuſett's 
Bay. On the 25th, we chaſed a ſchooner off St. John's and took 
her cloſe to the harbour's mouth. She had been an Enzli/ priva- 
teer, taken by the enemy, had eight carriage guns mounted, and 
was manned with thirty Frenc hnen, commanded by an enſign de 
Vaiſjeat. 

The enemy had ſent away great part of the inhabitants of St. 
John's, men, women, and children, by giving them veſſels and 
proviſions to carry them where they pleaſed; ; two of theſe, a ſloop 
and a ſchooner, we met with on the coaſt, and tcok twenty-three 
Iriſimen that were ſingle men out of them, to replace in part the 
marines of the (quadr on that were leſt in garriſon at Placentia and 
the iſle of Boys. "Theſe Iri/bmen ſaid, that if I would go into 
the bay of Bulls, numbers of their countrymen would reſort to me 

and enter on board the ſquadron ; but during two days which 
I ſtaid in that bay, not a man joined me. Ihe few inhabitants 
that remained there, Quietly followed their buſineſs of fiſhing, 
and tis po{lible the enemy prevented any others at St. John's from 
coming. 
Mr. Garland and Mr. Davis, two of the principal inhabitants of 


[larbour 


of 
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been obliged to call that under the prince of Conde from 
the Lower Kline to their aſſiſtance. In order to complete 
their junction. with tis corps, the grand army uncovered 

Cailel, 


Harbour Grace and Carbonera, in Conception Bay, having g acquaint- 
ed me that a number ot men in their neighbourhood were willing 
to ſerve in the ſquadron di wing the preſent exigency, 1 ſent the 
armed ichoouer for them, and ſhe returned with bfey men; which 
1 have diſtributed among the ſhips. And * rune gentlemen re- 
preſenting, that the enemy ſometimes ſends ſmall parties by land 
to Portugal Cove, which have threatened to molelt them in thal- 
lops from that p ace, defired, in behalf of themielyes and all then 
neighbours, that the ſchooner might be ſtationed in Conc 0 ion Bay, 
for their protection and defence, which requett 1 complied with 

The iſland of Carbonera, in Conception Bay, has bad: 10 other 
garriſon for many years but a few old men of the artillery, to 
take care of the guns nd ordnance ſtores. Had ſome of the in- 
habitants of the adjacent coaſt taken polt here, they might eafily 
have defended it againſt any force, except one narrow landing 
place, and no fate road in: ke neighbourhood for great thips ; but 
the enemy landed in boats and ver the whole without re- 
ſiſtance. And the iſle of * near Fernylaud, would probably 
have ſhared the ſame fate, ha 4 it not bcen poſſeſſed in due time 
by the Sy ren's marines. 

In frequently paſſing the harbovr's mouth of St. Jon's, we 
could plainly ſee that the fort, which fronts the entrance, was 
fortifred all round with new works; and that a redoubt, or ſome- 
thing like one, was raifed 6. the little harbour of Kitty Vitty. 
The old battery at the South- ſide of the harbeur's mouth was re- 
paired with additional ae and a new one erected on the ſame 
de nearer the entrance. All theſe were to be ſeen from the ſea ; 
and 1 could not learn that the enemy intended any thing more 
than the ſiniſning theſe works. | 

On the 8th of September I received, by a floop exprets from 
Halifax, letters from Sir Teffery Aber at New ork, acquaint- 
ing me, that he had come to a reſolution to ſend a body of troops, 
in order to diſlodge the enemy as ſoon as poinble from St. John 83 
and that Lieut. Col. Amherſt was to command theſe troops. The 
lame conveyance 3 oht me letters from Col. Amber/t, acquaint- 
ing me v ith his arrival at Halifax on the 26th of. Inruft, his 
departure ſrom thence on the it of See, and with his in. 
tention to Call at T πναννe for the troops there, and then proceed 
round Cafe Noce, to join me on this coaſt. Upon receipt of theſe 
letters, I fent the Noop which brought them to look out pr Col. 
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Caſſel, quitted the ba nks of the Fulda, and fcil back to a 


conſiderable diſtan The hereditary prince of Brunſwiek, 
who had attended: this corps all along, thought at length a 
fa 


2 Ol CAO 


Amber/! and the tranſports off Cape hence; and in order to join 


5 
the! {11 the IVONEeTr, to Concert mealures lor LHLC C nu ing operatione, 


before the enemy could have notice of their: arrival, | dropped 
down with the ſquadton to Cope Proye ; but Mr. Gili, of St. 
* 7 ' 2 . - 
John 15 who had bee n {ent out of the town in a cartel {chooner 
two days before, {ending off advice from PFerryland, that he was 
ſure the enemy intended to aun! in a very little time, 1 returned 
with tho {aundron LO Om la ton oft + 6 
On-the 11th we were d by < 5 Aubert, wi 


o ws -3F 
* * 
% F 
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F 


wY „ert, with the troopt 
in ten tranſport vellels ; ns [| propoſed Torbay as the pre perel! 
place tO land 1 [t 15 FO the 7) th V Ee 01 St Tobn's, about leve n 


miles by land, and the reads pretty good, but the bay is not reck- 
oned {ate anchorage, being open to the eaſterly winds, which utu- 
ally begin 10 prevail at this tcaton. By one orf! the ma ports from 

Nexw 19 7. f re cety ed a duplicate, the O11 ina! 1101 yet Come t9o 


' 
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hand, of their Lordhin's order of the 7th of une, directing me 

. ; G b % % . 3 TY * " 
to repair motcit, or fend a tlumcient iorce to cnable Capt. Cams 


E FP R Y « Louis wh Sea e . . 
Ol ep Hei ta LU CGH iT Cal GGCIHIO Ns. OJ 40 | QAGTON commanded 


hs 1 
11 2 10 I 231) we proceeded to bas. lend TIE Novelas 1 153 
Orts, accompan ed by the boats 
Ot tue Iqugdron, and a number of flops, C1 Ain inn boats „ which 


i bad cold! G 1FOMN ditt, rent par! for the! Kin 8 lervice. \\ ith 
the reſt of the ſuips T returned to my Nation cloſe to St. Yabn's 
harbour. Next morning Col. Amber/t lan 100 with the troops in 
the head of the bay, having onle tour men wäunded from a dil- 
tant buſh- Hing of the erem [fe marched directly to k7ztty F ty 


and made um: 181 nn At. Dont In the Even! ing 
1 "Y l i ' 4 y | . 4 - 21 * * 1 4 
WIINGOKU "_—2" . 4 * 1 * { * | \ * } (1 Tu . PC wounded. 


Every thing belonging to the army was cartied from Torbay to 
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ew. {tron from E. to E. S. E. with thick rainy 
le wind ſaifted to the weſtward, light 
1 1 0 7 p x * vril N C 7 9 
breezes, and thick fog. At ſix next morning, it being calm, wich 
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fair opportunity had occurred of ſtriking a deciſive 
Aug. 30. blow againſt it. With this aid he attacked, with 
is uſual vivacity, that part of the French army, 

which 
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a great ſwell, we {aw from the maſt-head, but could bring them 
down no lower than half way the topmaſt ſhrouds, four fail, bear- 
ing S. 8. E. diſtant ſeven leagues ; the mouth of St. John's har- 
bour at the ſame time bore W. four leagues. We loſt ſight of 
them about ſcven, though very clear; and ſome time after, a 
ſmall breeze {ſpringing up in the S. W. quarter, I ſtood in towards 
Torbay, in order to cover the ſhallops that might be going from 
thence to Kitty Lili. 

In the afternoon I reccived a note from Col. Amher/t, acquaint- 


ing me that the /7ency fleet got out laſt night. Thus, after being 


blocked up in St. Jos harbour for three weeks by a ſquadron of 


equal number, but ſmaller ſhips, with fewer guns and men, did 
M. Ternay make his eſcape in the night by a ſhameful flight. I 
beg leave to obterve, that not a man in the ſquadron imagined 
the four fail, when we faw them, were the enemy; and the pi- 
lots were of opinion, that they muft have had the wind much 
ſtronger than with us, to overcome the weſterly ſwell in the har- 
bour's mouth. IT {ent the King George round Cape Race, as far 
as Trepaſſy, to bring me intelligence it the enemy ſhould ſteer to- 
wards Placentia ; and I directed Capt. Douglas of the Syren to get 
the tranſports moved from Torbay, as a very unſafe road to the 
bay of Bulls, 

A bomb battery was opened againſt the fort, in the night of the 
17th, and next day it capitulated, before any other battery began 
to play. 

The ſquadron got into the harbour yeſterday morning; and in 
the evening I received their Lordſhips order of the 3d of Auguſt, 
ſent me by Capt. Palliſer of the Shrewſbury, who, with the Su- 
perbe, Bedford, and Minerva, had juſt arrived on the coaſt. I 
have directed Capt. Pa//ifer, with the other ſhips, to come into 
the harbour, as ſoon as a convenient opportunity offers for ſo 
doing. 

We have about eight hundred priſoners, grenadiers, picquets, 
and ſome marines, being a very fine body of men, and nearly equal 
in number to the regulars of our army. I am now preparing tranſ- 
ports to carry them to Bre/?, 

The enemy did not intend to leave ſo great a part of their force 
here ; their grenadiers were ready for embarking, but M. de Ter- 
nay ſeemed determined at all events to graſp an opportunity, 
which, if once loſt, might never be regained ; therefore, in the 

utmoſt 
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which was poſted at a place called the heights of Johan- 
niſberg, near the banks of the Wetter. At firſt his ſucceſs 
was anſwerable to his own expectations, and the courage 


of 


utmoſt coufuſion, he left behind his grenadiers, anchors, and 
turned his boats adrift when they had towed him out. The fog 
was ſo thick that Lieut, Col. Tullihin, who was poſted on an 
eminence in the narroweſt part of the harbour's mouth, could hear 
their noiſe, but could not diſcern any of their ſhips. The fog 
even altered the direction of the ſound, which ſeemed to come from 
another part of the harbour, whilſt they mutt have been directly 
under him. 

There is a conſiderable quantity of proviſions and other goods at 
this place, collected and tumbled pion ſcuouſly into different 
ſtorehouſes by the enemy. Many of the /i ſervants have alſo 
been robbing and plundering their maſters. To aſcertain proper- 
ty, in order 1 to make reſlitution as far as can be, and to reftore re- 
gularity to a country, ſo long diſtracted by being in the enemy's 
poileti ion, will be the particular care of governor Graves, w bs: 
in my opinion, is well qualified tor ſuch an oftce'; and as he will 
ſtay here, he will be able, in a great meaſure, to reftore the affairs 
of this country. 

Capt. Douglas of the Syrez has behaved with ſpirit and a acuity, 
and exerted every talent of a good officer during this expedition; 
and (without adding anv more officers to the cor ps) I am happy in 
the opportunity of ſending him to wait on their lordſhips. 


The following Letters having ſometh; 7 in £ bem very particular, 
we ſhall ſubjoir them here, ede ing our HReuilens to mate [ch ab- 


ſerwations as may occur. 


S. 1K; 
Now being under ſome doubt of St. 7% Ms and Placentia in 
Newfoundland this ſummer, as the tquadren from Breft is ſail- 
ed, I read in the new 5- Papers u. hither Cat they go but to Veo 
foundland, and as a loyal fubject to his mazeity, and a great friend 
to trade, in which I have ſuffered much by being too enterprizing z 
do therefore moſt humbly offer my th. bughts tor the good oſ my 
king and country; that is, | really think from my heart that faid 


Breſt 49 nadron is gone to . WW fav midllan 55 many of our Nex dor, 


land hips being taken che Jaſi year, the common enemy mult. 


know the ſlender force ol our New for ndty ad cony oy in thoſe parts ; 
and, was a ſmall ſquadron of his majeſty's t hips to go ſoon to 
Veaofeundland, and return again after examining into the ſafety 
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of his troops. He drove the enemy intirely from the high 
grounds into the plain; but whilſt he purſued his advantage, 
the body he attacked was reinforced by the main army. 
The action, which began ſo favourable for the allies, ended 
in a defeat. They loſt above three thouſand men in killed, 
wounded, and priſoners. 'The hereditary prince, who had, 
through the whole action, made the moſt powerful efforts, 
and expoſed himſelf to the greateſt dangers, received a 
wound from a muſket-ball in his hip-bone, from which his 
life was a long time doubtful, and his recovery lingering 
and tedious. Whilſt his life continued in danger, the con- 
cern was unuſual, and common to both armies; both taking 
an intereſt in the preſervation of a prince, as much endear- 
ed by his humanity, as admired for his valour and military 
genius. 

A victory of the greateſt importance could not have more 
fully diſplayed the ſuperiority of prince Ferdinand's capaci- 
ty, in the conduct of a war, than his meaſures after this de- 
teat. The French were not ſuffered to derive the ſmalleſt 

advan- 


— — 


of that valuable iſland and trade, may likely ſave many of his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects from ruin, and prevent the common enemy a foot- 
ing in the Newfoundland fiſhery. 

* You will pleaſe to communicate theſe my thoughts to thei1 
lordſhips, which, I humbly think with ſubmiſhon, is worthy at 
this time of their conſideration. 

* I have, by long experience, ſome judgment in ſea affairs; as 
alſo a willingneſs to ſerve my king and country, theſe will plead 
an excuſe in my behalf to their lordſhips for this trouble. 


To John Clewland, Eſq; I am, Se 
Anſwer. 


Admiralty-Office, June 11th, 1762. 
8 IN, 


Have received and communicated to my lords commiſſioners 
of the admiralty your letter of the 8th inſtant, with reſpect 


to the apprehenſion you are under, that the Bre/t fleet is gone for 
Newfoundland, 


Your very humble Servant, 


J. CLEVLAND. 
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advantage from their victory; nor did the allies loſe a foot 
of ground. The communication with Caſſel was till at the 
mercy of the allies. The French, in their retreat, had 
thrown a garriſon of ten thouſand men into that place; and 
the prince made immediate and vigorous preparations to 
beſiege it. 

When the prince had adjuſted his army to cover the 
ſiege, the French took advantage of his movement for that 
purpoſe, to repaſs the Lahne near Gieſſen, and advanced 
towards Marpurg. But as they advanced, the prince drew 
his army from the ſiege, and made ſuch diſpoſitions as ena- 
bled him to fall at once upon their flank and rear, 
drove them from all their poſts, and oblized them Sept. 26. 
once more to fly with precipitation behind the 
Lahne. 

After this ſucceſsful affair, the body of the army reſumed 
their preparations for the ſiege of Caſſel, which was now be- 
come the grand object of the campaign; and the great pur- 
poſe of the endeavours of both armies was, of the one to 
open the communication with Caſlel, of the other to cut 
it off. 

A number of ſkirmiſhes happened in theſe movements. 
'The moſt remarkable among them was the at- 
fair of Bucker Muhl, not ſo much for the conſe- Sept. 30. 
quences, which were not extraordinary, but for 
the uncommon ſteadineſs of the two parties engaged. Tt 
was a poſt of ſome moment, the forcing of which would fa- 
cilitate to the French the reduction of Amonebourg, a 
ſmall fortreſs, but of importance, as it commanded a paſs 
which led into the country which they propoſed to enter. 
'This poſt was nothing more than a bridge over the Ohme, 
defended by a flight redoubt on one fide, and by a mill on 
the other. 'The allies had no cover, except the redoubt ; 
nor the French, except the mill. The engagement began 
at firſt between two ſmall bodies, and an artillery proporti- 
onably ſmall ; but as the action warmed, the artillery was 
gradually augmented, until it amounted to about five and 
twenty heavy cannon on each ſide. The allies had originally 
but one hundred men in this poſt ; but before the buſineſs 
ended, ſeventeen complete battalions were engaged, who 
ſucceſſively relieved each other, after each detachment had 
made ſixty diſcharges. The artillery fired at a diſtance of 
three hundred paces, and the muſquetry at thirty. Beſides, 
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the allied troops, as they paſſed to and from the redoubt, 
were, for a length of four hundred paces, expoſed to all the 
enemy's cannon loaded with grape ſhot. 

The ſituation of the French was nearly the ſame. A 
dreadful fire was ſupported between theſe reſolute bodies, 
without a moment's intermiſſion, or the leaſt ſlackening on 
one ſide or the other, {or near fifteen hours, from the dawn 
of day to dark night. Neither fide gave way; and this moſt 
bloody conteſt for a molt trifling object in the end left the 


allies in the poſſeſſion of their redoubt, and the French of 


their mill. The whole compals of military hiſtory furniſhes 
no inſtance of ſo obſtinate a diſpute. The allies loſt ſix hun- 
dred men in killed and wounded ; towards the cloſe of the 
the day, the dead bodies ſerved to raiſe a parapet for the 
redoubt, in the place of that which had been beat to pieces 
by the cannonade. 

The French are thought to have ſuffered more in this 
action than the allies. However, though they did not ſuc- 
ceed in their attack upon the bridge, they battered at the 
ſame time the caſtle of Amonebourg with ſo much fury, that 
in a ſhort time they effected a breach, and obliged the gar- 
riſon to ſurrender. By this advantage they gained a good 
deal of ground, and even got on the rear of the allied army. 
But with this advantage, conſiderable as 1t was, they were 
able to do nothing deciſive : they were able neither to raiſe, 
nor materially to diſturb the ſiege of Caſſel, which went on 
without interruption ; nor were they able to throw the leaſt 
relief into this place, where their garriſon already began to 
ſuffer for want of proviſions. | 

This capital of an unfortunate principality, which has ſo 
often been taken and retaken during the courſe of this war, 

deſpairing of relief, at length ſurrendered to the 

Nov. 1. victorious arms of the allies, after a ſiege of fif- 
teen days open trenches. The garriſon made an 
honourable capitulation. And now prince Ferdinand might 
conſider himſelf as maſter of Heſſe, no place of ftrength in 
that country remaining in the enemy's hands, except Zie- 
genhayn. Advanced as the ſeaſon was, the prince prepared 
to lay ſiege to that fortreſs; and as he was now able to draw 
down his whole army into that quarter, there was no queſ- 
tion but he would have made himſelf maſter of the place 
without 
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without any difficulty. But the ſigning of the pre- 
liminaries of peace, at this time notified in the Nov. 15. 
two armies, put an happy concluſion to all milita- 

Ty operations. 

Theſe preliminaries had very little to do towards c com- 
pleting the relief of our allies; except that they ſet th ſeal 
on their good fortune, and prevented their bei ing c xpoked 
any longer to the chances of war. "I his campaign, though 
it was not diſtinguiſhed by any great decifive victory, was 
not the leſs honourable to the commander or the troops. A 
connected ſeries of judicious and ſpirited operations produced 
all the effects, which could be propoſed from a fingle and 
brilliant ſtroke. At this period, the French, atter havi: Th 


for ſix years exerted almoſt the whole undivided Fre Nth of 


their monarchy upon this ſingle object, were, in the end, 
very little more advanced than they were the day they firtl 
{et their foot in Germany. The poſleflion of three or four 
poor unimportant places was all they had purchaſed by ma— 
ny millions of treaſure expended, and poſſibly near two hun 
dred thouſand lives thrown away. 

'The whole body of the allies acquired great and ſuſt glo— 
ry in this war; but the E. nelfh bad all along the poll of ho- 
nour, and obtained the higheſt reputation. As to their com- 
mander, the duke of Brunſwick, having begun his operati- 
ons almoſt without an army, having continued the war with 
an army always interior in numbers, having experienced 
every variety of fortune, his capacity and | his hirmnets carri- 
ed him with credit through all ; and enabled him to con- 
clude the war with a triumphan! ſuperiority. He may now 
enjoy, in the honourable repoſe which his exploits have 
purchaſed for himſelf and his country, the bet of Few ards, 
the conſciouſneſs of public ſervice. Poſterity will conſider 
him as the Deliverer of Germany. 

The Engliſh troops, after ſo many fatigues and dangers, 
at length enjoyed the proſpect of a ſpeedy return to their 
country; but a general damp was caſt fuddenly on their 
joy by the illneſs of lord Gran y; who was attacked by 4 
very dangerous and long kad fever.{a) It is impoſſi- 


(a) The Marquis of Granby's Letter of Thanks to the Britiſh Farces 
in Germany, dated Munſler, Jan. 1, 1763. 


ORD Granby hoped to have had it in his power to have 
ſeen and takin his leave of the troops, before their embar- 
kation 
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ble to expreſs the concern of the whole army during this 
anxious interval, or the joy which enlivened every breaſt 
on his recovery. No commander had ever been more diſ- 
tinguifhed for an enterpriſing and generous courage; and 
none half ſo much for an unlimited benevolence. The ſick 
and wounded ſoldier, the ofhcer whole income was unequal 
to his rank or his neceſſities, in him found a never failing 
and never burthenſome reſource. W hatever could be done 
to animate the ſoldiery, to make them chearful in the ſer- 
vice, to alleviate the hardſhips of war, was exerted beyond 
what could be thought poſſible in the limits of a private for- 
tune; and the ſatisfaction of the giver went always be- 
yond the actual benefit, becauſe, in his greateſt liberality, 
it was cvident that he wiſhed to do a thouſand times more, 
By his whole conduct he inſpired foreigners with a favoura- 
ble idea of the Engliſh nobility. His character is, indeed, 
ſuch as we are apt, in romantic ideas, fondly to conceive of 
our old Englith barons. It is with pleaſure we attempt, 

however 
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kation for England; but a ſevere illneſs having detained him at 
Warburg, and his preſent ſtate of health obliging him to take an- 
other route, he could not leave this country without this public 
teſtimony of his entire approbation of their conduct ſince he has 
had the honour of commanding them. 

Theſe ſentiments naturally call for his utmoſt acknowledg— 
ments; he therefore returns his warmeſt thanks to the generals, 
officers, and private men, compoſing the whole Britiſh corps, for 
the bravery, zeal, diſcipline, and good conduct he has conſtantly 
experienced from every individual; and his moſt particular and 
perſonal thanks are due to them for their ready obedience, upon 
all occaſions to ſuch orders as his ftation obliged him to give. 

His beſt endeavours have always been directed to their good, 
by every means in his power; and he has the ſatisfaction to think 
he has ſome reaſon to flatter himſelf of their being convinced, it 
not of the efficacy, at leaſt of the ſincerity of his intentions, if he 
may judge by the noble return their behaviour has made him ; a 
behaviour, that while it fills him with gratitude, has endeared them 
to their King and country, and has covered them with glory and 
honour. 

Highly ſenſible of their merit, he ſhall continue, while he lives, 
to look upon it as much his duty, as it will for ever be his inclina- 
tions, to give them every poſſible proof of his affection and eſteem ; 
which he ſhould be happy to make as apparent as their valour has 
been, and will be conſpicuous and exemplary to after-ages.” 
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however feebly, to do juſtice to the merit of thoſe men, 
living or dead, who, in this memorable war, have contri- 
buted to raiſe this country to a pitch of glory, in which it 
has not been exceeded by any other in antient or modern 


times. Future hiſtory will pay them a reward more ade- 


quate to their merits. 
SHA F. X. 


Siege and ſurrender of Schweiduitz, Mar transferred 10 
Saxony. Auſtrians defeate at Freyberg. Pr tuns ra- 
vage the Empire. Preliminaries of peace hetween Great 
Britain and France. Diſputes concerning them. Mr. Fox 
comes ints adminiſtration. Preliminaries approved by par- 
liament. Peace of Hubertſhaurg between Auſtria and 
Pruſſia. Concluſion. 


HILS'T the conrts of London and Verſailles were 

making ſo conſiderable a progreſs towards peace, 
thoſe of Vienna and Berlin ſeemed to remit nothing of their 
antient animoſity, The king of Pruſſia, deprived of the aſ- 
ſiſtance, but at the ſame time freed from the hoſtilities of 
the Ruſſians, directed his whole force and attention towards 
the ſingle object of driving the Auſtrians out of Sileſia. 

Prince Henry, who commanded in Saxony, contented 
himſelf with acting upon the defenſive. The king in per- 
{on carried on the ſiege of Schweidnitz, almoſt in the pre- 
ſence of marſhal Daun, who ſcarce made any attempt to re- 
lieve it. But whatever deficiency there might have been 
in the ſpirit of the grand army of the Auſtrians, it was am- 
ply compenſated by the obſtinate bravery of the garriſon, 
which reſiſted all the attacks of the Pruſſians for near two 
months from the opening of the trenches. It is ſaid that 
the attack was conducted, and the defence made, by two en- 
gincers, who had written on the ſubje& of the Attack and 
Defence of Places; and they were now practically engaged 
to prove tne ſuperiority of their ſeveral ſyitems. 

However this may be, Schweidnitz, coſt the king of Pruſ- 
ſia a great deal of time, many lahorious efforts, and a num- 
ber of men. The brave garriſon, to the number 
of eight thouſand men, were at length obliged to Oc. 9. 
ſurrender priſoners of war, Their ill fortune pur- 
ſucd them every where. A great part of this body of gal- 
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lant priſoners were drowned at the mouth of the Oder, on 
their paſſage to their intended confinement at Konigſberg: 
only nine men of the whole number eſcaped, 

The King of Pruſſia, now maſter of Schweidnitz, and 
conſequently of Silefia, turned his attention to Saxony, where 
he conſiderably reinforced his brother's army, and made 
preparations which indicated a deſign of laying ſiege to 
Dreſden. 

In Saxony allo the Auſtrians began to exert themſelves 
with great ſpirit; and made fome progreſs under the gene- 
rals Stolberg and Haddick, They obtained confiderable 
advantages, in ſeveral encounters, over the army of prince 
Jenrv ; and even puſhed them back to Freyherg ; the pos- 
ſeſſion of which place they prepared to diſpute with the 
Pruf%ans. . 

But here fortune, which has ſeldom proved long conſtant 

to their arins, entirely for ook them, "The united 

OR. 29. army of Imperialiſts and Auſtrians was attacked by 
| Prince Henry, (who took advantage of the abſence 

of general Haddick,) in the neighbourhood of Preyberg, and 
totally routed. Great numbers were fiain. The Pruſſians 
took near fix thouſand priſoners, among whom were about 
two hundred and forty officers of all ranks, thirty pieces of 
cannon, and ſeveral ſtandards. The victory was complete, 
and, as far as regarded the event of the campaign, deciſive. 

The Auſtrians attributed this defeat to the treachery of 
one of their ſuperior officers, who was ſoon after taken in- 
to cuſtody. But whillt they were inquiring into the cauſc 
of their diſaſter, and preparing to puniſh the anthor of it, 
the Pruſſians were puſhing the advantages which their vic 
tory afforded them with all imaginable alacrity. And this 
they were enabled to do with the greateſt effect, by means 
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of a partial cetiation ot hoſtillties, which the Auſtrians were 
ſo imprudent as to conclude with the king of Pruffia for 


Sileſia and the cle oral Saxony only, without foreſeeing the 
danger, or providing for the ſafety, either of their own im- 
mediate dominions, or of thoſe members of the Uinpire, 
which were the weh attached to their intereſts, and which 
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another quarter, and laid the town of Egra almoſt in aſhes, 
by a bombardment and a cannonade of red hot bullets. 
Some extended themſelves all over Saxony; others pene- 
trated into the furtheſt parts of Franconia, and even as 
far as Suabia, ravaging the country, exacting the moſt ex- 
orbitant contributions, and ſpreading diſmay and confu- 
ton upon every ſide. The diet of the Empire ſitting at 
Ratiſbon did not think themſelves in ſafety ; but were be- 
ginning to fly and preparing to remove their records. 

The free city of Nuremberg, ſo famous for the inge- 
nious induſtry, and pacific diſpoſition of its inhabitants, 
ſuffered the moſt by this invaſion ; having been obliged to 
pay contribution to the amount of two hundred thouſand 
pounds of our money. It has been ſuppoſed, that in this 
expedition the Pruſhans raiſed a ſum equal to the annual 
ſubſidy, which had formerly been paid by Great Britain to 
their ſovereign. Many of the ſtates found themſelves ob- 
liged to ſign a neutrality, in order to fave their territories 
from further ravages. 

And now a great part of the Empire being already in- 
cluded in the peace between Great Britain and France, 
and the reſt, tied down by this neutrality, entirely diſ- 
abled by the late defeat, or exhauſted by the ſubſequent in- 
curſions, were no longer in a condition to furniſh an army 
under the imperial name and authority. After the whole al- 
[lance had been thus gradually diſſolved, the affair was, al 
length, left to be decided as it was begun, by the ſingle arms of 
Auſtria and Pruſſia; ſo that there was great reaſon to hope, 
as the war in Germany had ſucceeded immediately to the 
rupture between Great Britain and France, the peace be- 
tween theſe powers would alſo lead to the ſpeady pacifica- 
tion of the Empire. 

The preliminaries had been ſigned by the Britiſh and 
French miniſters at Fountainbleau, on the third of No- 
vember, and it is neceſſary for the completion of our deſign, 
that we ſhould here give ſome account of the definitive 
treaty which was built upon them. 

The reader will recollect, that, in the negotiation of 
1761, it was laid down as a principal by the two courts, that 
their reſpective propoſitions, in cale the treaty ſhould by 
any accident be broken off, were to be conſidered as re- 
tracted or never made. At that time we remarked, that 
theſe propoſitions would probably have ther influence, not- 
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withſtanding this proviſion; becauſe, as we then obſerved, 

things once ſettled and agreed to, unavoidably ſtamp their 
own impxeſſion upon any future negotiation relative to the 
ſame ſubject. It happened very nearly, as was then fore- 
ſeen; for, as far as we can judge, the negotiation did not 
ſet out upon any new or peculiar principle of its own, but 
ſeemed to aſſume as a baſis thoſe points, which were near- 
eſt to an adjuſtment in the preceding treaty z and to com- 
mence where that tranſaction concluded. 

The ſpirit of the two negotiations, ſo far as regarded the 
peculiar intereſt of Great Britain, ſeems to have been per- 
fealy ſimilar. There was ſcarcely any other difference, 
than that Great Britain, in conſequence of her ſucceſſes 
ſince that time, acquired more than ſhe then demanded ; 
but ſtill the general idea, on which ſhe acquired, was near- 
ly or altogether the ſame. But with regard to ſome of our 
allies, the principle was greatly varied; and we imagine 
that this change was ſufficiently juſtified by the alteration, 
which happened in the affairs of Germany, during the in- 
terval between the two treaties. 'Thoſe who conducted the 
negotiation in 1761, were ſteady in rejecting every propo- 
ſition, in which they were not left at liberty to aid the 
king of Pruſſia, with the whole force of Great Britain; 
thoſe, who concluded the peace in 1762, paid leſs attention 
to the intereſts, though they did not wholly neglect the 
ſafety of that monarch. At the beginning of the year, and 
before they had entered into this negotiation, they refuſed 
to renew that article of the annual treaty, by which our 
court had engaged to conclude no peace without the king 
of Pruſſia; though at the ſame time they declared themſelves 
willing to aſſiſt him with the uſual ſubſidy. He on his part re- 
fuſed theſubſidy unconnected with that article. Some cold- 
neſs grew between the two courts from this time forward. 

The adjuſtment of affairs in the Empire, ſeemed to form 
no material impediment to the progreſs of the treaty. 
Both parties readily agreed to withdraw themſelves totally 
from the German war. They thought, and rightly, that 
nothing could tend ſo much to give peace to their reſpective 
allies, as mutually to withdrew: their aſſiſtance trom them ; 
and to ſtop that current of Engliſh and French money, 
which, as long as it ran into Germany,would be ſure to 
feed a perpetual war in that country. 

Circumſtanced as affairs then were, this conduct on our 
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ſide was as defenſible as the conduct which we held in 
1761. At that time the affairs of the king of Pruſſia were 
at the loweſt ebb; he was overpowered by the whole weight 
of Auſtria, of Sweden, of the Empire, and of Ruſſia, as 
determined as ever, in her enmity, and then ſucceſsful; to 
ſay nothing of France. Neither generoſity, nor perhaps 
ſound policy, ought to have permitted us to deſert him in 
that ſituation. But when the laſt treaty was made, the con- 
dition of his affairs was abſolutely reverſed. He had got 
rid of the moſt powerful, and one of the moſt implacable 
of his enemies. He had concluded a peace with Sweden. 
The treaty itſelf freed him from all apprehenſions of France. 
He had then none to contend with, but a nominal army of 
the Empire, and one of Auſtria, which, though ſomething 
more than nominal, was wholly unable to oppoſe his pro- 
greſs. His ſituation, from being pitiable, was become formi- 
dable. It was good policy to prevent the ballance of Ger- 
many from being overturned to his prejudice. It would have 
been the. worſt in the world to overturn it in his favour, 
Theſe principles ſufficiently explain and juſtify the dif- 
ferent conduct of this nation, at theſe two periods, towards 
the king of Pruſſia. The demand of the evacuation of 
Weſel, Cleves, and Gueldres, which had been made in 
the firſt negotiation, was then juſtly excepted to, becauſe 
we refuſed to put an end to the German war. In this laſt 
the French agreed to it, and with reaſon, becauſe we agreed 
in common with them to be neutral in the diſputes of the 
Empire. And on theſe principles, the peace of Germany, 
ſo far as it depended on Great Britain and France, was re- 
ſtored. The reſt of Europe was pacified by the ſtipulation 
for the evacuation of Portugal. This was, indeed, with 
regard to the contracting courts, the primary object. 
What remained after the concerns of the allies were 
provided for, was the adjuſtment of what related to the ſet- 
tlements and commerce of Great Britain and the Bourbon 
courts. The difficulty, which prevented this adjuſtment 
in the preceding negotiation, was the intervention of the 
claims of Spain. The attempt of the Bourbon powers to 
intermix and confound their affairs in the preceding nego- 
tiation, had a ſhare in making the war more general; on 
this occaſion it had a contrary effect. As the whole was 
negotiated together, it facilitated the peace, by affording 
eaſier methods of adjuſting the ſyſtem of compenſation, and 
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ſurniſhing more largely to the general fund of equivalents. 

'The great object, and the original cauſe of the war, had 
been the ſettlement of limits in America. 'This was therefore 
the firſt object to be attended to in the treaty. And it mull 
be obſerved, that this point was much more accurately, as 
well as beneficially, ſettled, than it promiſed to be in the 
negotiation of the foregoing year. For the French, not 
having aſcertained the bounds between their own ſeveral 
poſſeſſions with greater exactneſs, than they had thoſe be- 
tween their poſſeſſions and ours, it was not clear in ceding 
Canada, how much they ceded to us. Diſputes might 
have ariſen, and did indeed immediately ariſe upon this 
ſubject. Beſides, the weſtern limits of our ſouthern conti- 
nental colonies, were not mentioned. And thoſe limits 
were extremely obſcure and ſubject to many diſcuſſions. 
Such diſcuſſions contained in them the ſeeds of a new war. 
In the laſt treaty 1t was agreed, that a line drawn along the 
the middle of the river Miſſiſippi, from its ſource to the ri- 
ver Iberville, (a ſmall but navigable branch of the Miſſiſip- 
p1,) and thence along the middle of this river, and the lakes 
of Maurepas and Pontchartrain, (which lakes communicate 
with both rivers) to the ſea, ſhould be the bounds of the 
two nations in North America. 

Nothing could be more diſtin&t than this boundary. It 
gave us, in addition to what was properly Canada, a very 
large tract of territory, which the French uſed to include 
under the name of Louiſiana ; to which our claims were 
never clearly aſcertained, and much leſs eſtabliſhed by any 
poſſeſſion. The French have had for a long time forts and 
ſettlements in that country; whereas the Engliſh never had 
either the one or the other; and this is a conſideration of 
no {mall moment in a conteſt concerning rights in a country 
ſuch as America. 

What added alſo to the rounding of our territories, and 
cutting off the occaſions of limitary diſputes, was the ceſ- 
ſion of Florida on the part of Spain. This country indeed 
makes no great figure in the commercial world; and cannot 
be therefore put in competition with the other conqueſts. 
But from the ſituation of its haroburs of Penſacola and Mo- 
bile, it affords ſome advantages in time of peace, and very 
conſiderable ones in time of war; by connecting our fu- 
ture ſettlements on the Miſſiſippi with thoſe upon the At- 
lantic ocean, and by enabling us greatly to diſtreſs, if not 
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wholly to deſtroy the trade of the Spaniards in caſe of a 
rupture with them. The navigation of the Miſſiſippi was 
made common to both nations, 

By the treaty of Utrecht, which ſettled our northern 
limits, and by this treaty which aſcertained thoſe to the 
weſt, our poſſeſſions in America are as well defined, as ihe 
nature of ſuch a country can poſſibly admit. They com- 
prehend in their extent the foundation of a vaſt empire; 
they have many advantages of foil and climate; and many 
of intercourſe and communication, by the number of noble 
lakes and navigable rivers, with which that part of the 
world abounds. Theſe circumſtances afford, though a di- 
ſtant, a fair proſpect of commerce to Great Britain, when 
this immenſe country comes to be fully peopled, and pro- 
perly cultivated. Some advantages alſo we derive from this 
poſſeſſion, that are not only conſiderable but immediate; 
among the principal of which muſt be reckoned, the mono- 
poly of the furr and peltry trade of North America, much 
the greateſt trade of that kind in the world, and which 1s 
now, we may ſay, entirely in our hands. Beſides the pol- 
ſeſſion of Canada enlarged the ſphere of our fiſhery, and 
took from the French an opportunity of trade, which the 
might employ greatly to our detriment. 

Such are the advantages fairly, and without any exagge- 
ration, for which we are indebtcd to this part of the treaty, 
in which the intereſts of Great Britain were well weighed 
and ſolidly provided tor. 

The next point we ſhall conſider, is the arrangement 
made concerning the Newfoundland fiſhery, This was a 
point of infinite importance, and a ſubject of much con- 
troverſy. In a commercial view it is certainly of great 
eſtimation, But it has been conſidered as even more ma- 
terial in a political light. Every body knows that theſe ex- 
tenſive fiſheries are the life of many maritime places, which 
would otherwiſe be of no fort of value; that they are the 
great nurſeries of ſeamen, and conſequently the great re- 
ſources of the marine. Scarce any object could be of more 
importance to two nations, who contended for a ſuperiority 
in naval power. . 

The more clearly therefore it was the intereſt of Great 
Britain, to acquire the excluſive exerciſe of this fiſhery, the 
more ſtrongly and evidently it became the intereſt of France 
to oppoſe themſelves to ſuch a pretenſion. Not only a large 
part of her foreign trade depended on this aſhery, but a 
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great part of her domeſtic ſupply. Beſides every hope of 
the ſtrength and almoſt of the exiſtence of a naval power, 
muſt vaniſh with the ceſſion of this fiſhery. 

The Engliſh adminiſtration probably ſaw, that France 
would rather run all the hazards of war, than totally relin- 
quiſh this object. Since therefore they deſpaired of driving 
the French entirely trom the fiſhery, they endeavoured as 
much as poſſible to diminiſh its value to them. In this reſ- 
pect they followed the plan of the former negotiation, ex- 
cept that ſome improvements were added. 

In the firſt place, that article of the treaty of Utrecht 
was eſtabliſhed, by which the French were admitted to 
fiſh, and to dry their fiſh, on the north-eaſt and north-weſt 
parts of Newfoundland, from Cape Bonaviſta to Point Biche, 
and excluded from the reſt of this iſland. They were alſo 
permitted to fiſh within the Gulph of St. Lawrence, but 
with this limitation, that they ſhall not approach within 


three leagues of any of the coaſts belonging to England. 


This precaution was taken, not only with a view of 
abridging the French fiſhery of dry cod, but principally in 
order to prevent their landing, and on that pretence forming 
ſettlements on thole extenſive deſarts, which ſurround the 
Gulph of St. Lawrence. Otherwiſe this privilege might 
become a means of exciting new controverſies between the 
two nations. 

In compenſation for the ceſſion of the iſles of Cape 
Breton and St. John to England, we agreed to ſurrender to 
France the ſmall iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, ſitu— 
ated to the ſouth of Newfoundland. The ceſſion of the 
two former iflands was, unqueſtionably, more than an equi- 
valent for the two latter, though the latter are by no means 
either incommodiouſly ſituated or ill circumſtanced for car- 
rying on the ſiſnery. The French ſtipulated to ere& no 
fortifications on theſe iſlands, nor to keep more than fift 
ſoldiers to enforce the police. In this inſtance the plan of 
the former negotiation was purſued. The ideas of a reſi- 
dent commiſſary, and the occaſional viſitation by a ſhip ol 
war were omitted as regulations, which were in truth more 
humiliating to France, than in any reſpe& advantageous to 
our intereſt, 

This fiſhery was, as it had been at the treaty of Utrecht, 
divided between France and England, but with leſs equali- 
ty on this than on that occaſion. The French are not 
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wholly deprived of their ſhare; but this ſhare is conſider- 
ably impaired. Their loſs of Cape Breton does not appear 
to be fully ſupplied by St. Pierre and Miquelon. The con- 
ſiderable and growing fiſhery, which the French had ſettled 
at Gaſpe is taken away without hope of recovery. On the 
whole, we are thus circumſtanced ; we have advantages in 
this fiſhery, which we may certainly | improve to a great ſu- 
periority ; but we have {till a rival, which makes it neceſ- 
ſary to exert ourſelves with unremitting induſtry in order to 
ſecure it. 

With regard to Spain, ſhe entirely de//led from the right 
ſhe claimed of fiſhing on theſe coaſts. A more ſalisfactory 
expreſſion could have been wiſhed; if it had been of great 
importance, in what terms a right was renounced, which 
for a long time had never been exerciſcd. 

When the affairs of the Weſt Indies came to be ſettled, 
though they cauſed great difference of opinion among the 
public, they do not ſcem to have raiſed any great difficulty 
in the negotiation, We had here made great conqueſts, 
and here alſo we made great conceſſions. We ceded the 
Havannah, with a conſiderable part of the iſland of Cuba; 
the iſlands of Martinico; Guadeloupe; Mariegalante; De- 
firade ; and Santa Lucia, We rctained in our hands the 
iſlands of Tobago, Dominica, St. Vincent, and the Gre- 
nades. To the three former, of which, (as well as to Santa 
Lucia, which we ſurrendered) we had an old claim. The 
laſt only was a new acquiſition; and the three others are at 
preſent of ſmall value. 

Many cenſured with great vehemence and aſperity this 
part of the treaty. They inſiſted that in this treaty we had 
loſt tight of that great fundamental principal, that France 
18 chiefly, if not folely, to be dreaded by us in the light 
of a maritime and commcrcial power. That theretore 
we had, by reſtoring to her all her valuable Weſt India iſ- 
lands, and by our conceſſions in the Newtoundland fiſhery, 
left in her hands the means of recovering her prodigious 
lolles, and of becoming once more formidable to us at ſea. 
'That the fiſhery trained up an innumerable multitade of 
young ſeamen; and that the Weſt India trade employed 
them when they were trained. hat France had long ſince 
gained a decided ſuperiority over us in this lucrative branch 
of commerce, and ſupplied almoſt ail Europe with the rich 
commodities, which are produced only in that part of the 
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world. By this commerce, ſaid they, ſhe enriched her 
merchants, and augmented her finances; whilſt from a 
want of ſugar land, which has been long known and ſevere. 
ly felt by Ungland, we at once loſt the foreign trade, and 
ſuffered all the inconveniencies of a monopoly at home. 

That, at the cloſe of ſo expenſive a war, we might very 
reaſonably demand ſomething towards our indemnification, 
as well as towards our ſecurity. It 1s evident faid they, 
that our conqueſts in North America, however, they may 
provide for the-one, are altogether inadequate to the other 
of theſe ends. The ſtate of the exiſting trade of theſe con- 
queſts is extremely low; the ſpeculations of their future 
are precarious, and the proſpect, at the very beſt, very re- 
mote. We ſtand in nced of ſupplies, which will have an 
effect, certain, ſpeedy, and conſiderable. The retaining 
both, or even one of the conſiderable French iſlands, Mar- 
tinico, or Guadeloupe, will, and nothing elſe can effeQually 
anſwer this triple purpoſe. The advantage is immediate. 
It is a matter not of conjecture but of account. The trade 
with theſe conqueſts is of the moſt Iucrative nature, and of 
the moſt conſiderable extent; the number of ſhips employed 
by it are a great reſource to our maritime power; the mo- 
nopoly at home is corrected, and the foreign trade is reco- 
vered. And, what is of equal weight, all that we gain on this 
ſyſtem, is made fourfold to us by the loſs which enſues to 
France. But our conqueſts in North America, however ad- 
vantageous they may prove to us, in the idea of ſecurity, 
(for in that reſpect alone they are of any moment) are ot 
very little detriment to the commerce of France. On the 
Weſt Indian ſcheme of acquiſition, our gain and her loſs go 
hand in hand. 

They inſiſted upon the obvious connect ion of this trade, 
with that of our colonies in North America, and with our 
commerce to the coaſt of Africa. The African trade, faid 
they, will be augmented, by the demand for flaves. That 
of Nerth America will all center in ourſelves. Whereas it 
the iſlands are all reitored, a great part of the benefit of 
the northern colony trade mult redound, as it has hitherto 
done, to thoſe who were lately our enemies, and will always 
be our rivals. 

'They obſerved, that there was nothing extravagant or 
overbearing in this demand. That though we ſhould re- 
tain cither Martinico or Guadaloupe, or even both mow 
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iſlands, our conqueſts were ſuch, that there was ſtill abun- 
dant matter left to diſplay our moderation in the ceſſion of 
the reſt. To ſay nothing of our many conceſſions in the 
fiſhery ; on the coaſt of Africa; and in the Faſt Indies; 
from all which great provinces of commerce the French 
had been entirely driven this war, and to a conſiderable 
ſhare of which they were reſtored by the treaty. But if 
further conceſſions mult be made (for which however they 
ſaw no neceſſity) let the prodigious demand in North Ame- 
rica be ſomewhat contracted ; by this method we loſe no- 
thing to our commerce; and we do not hazard our ſecuri- 
ty, as we ſhall ſtill be infinitely ſuperior in ſtrength ; and 
whenever a war breaks out, that power will be moſt ſecure, 
whoſe reſources are moſt conſiderable. 

Such are conciſely, and, we flatter ourſelves, fairly, the 
principal heads of argument, brought by the beſt writers 
upon this fide of the queſtion ; they were replied to by the 
beſt writers on the other, upon the following principals. 

That the original object of the war was the ſecurity ot 
our colonics upon the continent; that the danger to which 
theſe colonies were expoſed, and, in confequence of that 
danger, the immenſe waſte of blood and treaſure which en- 
ſued to Great Britain, together with the calamittes, which 
were, from the ſame ſource, derived upon the tour quart- 
ers of the world, left no ſort of doubt that it was not on; 
our beſt, but our only policy, to guard againſt all poſſibili: 

of the return of ſuch evils. Experience has ſhown us, 
that while France poſſeſſes any ſingle place in America, 
from whence ſhe may moleſt our ſettlements, they can ne- 
ver enjoy any repoſe, and of courle that we are never ſe 
cure from being plunged again into thoſe calamities, tron: 
which we have at length, and with ſo much difficulty, hap- 
pily emerged. To remove France from our neighbourhood 
in America, or to contract her power within the narroweſi 
limits poſſible, is therefore the moſt capital advantage we 
can obtain; and is worth purchaſing by almoſt any concel- 
ſions. 

They inſiſted that the abſolute ſecurity derived from this 
plan, included in itſelf an indemnification. Firſt; by fav- 
ving us, more effectually than any other method could, 
from the neceſſity of another war, and conſequently by 
giving us an opportunity of increaſing our trade, and low- 
ering our debt. Secondly; by permitting our colonies on 
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the continent to extend themſelves without danger or mo- 
leſtation. They ſhewed the great increaſe of oppulation 
in thoſe colonies within a few years. They ſhewed that 
their trade with the mother country had uniformly in- 
creaſed with this population. That being now freed 
from the moleſtation of enemies, and the emulation of 
rivals, unlimited in their poſſeſſions, and ſafe in their 
perſons, our American planters would, by the very 
courſe of their natural propagation in a very ſhort time, 
furniſh out a demand of our manufactures, as large as 
all the working hands of Great Britain could poſſibly ſupply. 
That there was therefore no reaſon to dread that want of 
trade, which their adverſaries inſinuated, ſince North Ame- 
rica alone would ſupply the deficiencies of our trade in eve- 
ry other part of the world. 

They expatiated on the great varicty of climates, which 
that country contained, and the vaſt reſources which would 
thence ariſe to commerce. That the value of our conqueſts 
thereby ought not to be eſtimated by the preſent produce, 
but by their probable increaſe. Neither ought the value 
of any country to be ſolely tried on its commercial advanta- 
ges; that extent of territory and a number of ſubjects, are 
matters of as much conſideration to a ſtate attentive to the 
ſources ot rea] grandeur, as the mere advantages of traffic; 
that ſuch ideas are rather ſuitable to a limited and petty 
commonwealth, like Holland, than to a great, powerful 
and warlike nation. That on thele principles, having made 
very large demands in North America, it was neceſſary to 
relax in other parts. That France would never be brought 
to any conſiderable ceſſion in the Weſt Indies; but that 
her power and increaſe there could never become formida- 
ble, becauſe the exiſtence of her ſettlements depended up- 
on ours in North America, ſhe not being any longer left a 
place from whence they can be ſupplied with proviſions ; 
that in loſing ſomething of the ſugar trade, we loſt very lit- 
tle elſe than a luxury; as to the other produce of the Weſt 
Indies, 1t might be in a great meaſure, and in part already 
was ſupplied by our poſſeſſions on the continent, which dai- 
ly increaſed not only in the quantity but in the kind of its 
produce. h 

We do not pretend to paſs any judgment on the. merits 
of the ſeveral ſides of this queſtion, which is certainly a ve- 
ry difficult one, We relate opinions, as well as facts, hiſ- 
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The only point, which remained to be adjuſted in the 
Weſt Indies, was the logwood trade. Spain conſented not 
to diſturb the Engliſh in their occupation of cutting log- 
wood in the bay of Honduras, and to permit them to occu- 
py ſuch buildings as may be neceſſary for them in this occu- 
pation. Great Britain, on her ſide, ſtipulated to deſtroy 
the fortifications which had been ere ed on that bay *. 

By this article the Engliſh acquired a ſolid right in this 
long conteſted trade; but ſeemed, at the fame time, to loſe 
all the means of protecting it. It is, however, difficult to 
point out a better method of adjuſting a claim of ſuch a pe- 
cular nature. The right we claimed was not a right to the 
territory, nor directly to the produce; but only a privilege 
of cutting and taking away this wood by indulgence. To 
have inſiſted on the right of erecting fortifications, would 
have been making the ſtrongeſt claim to an abſolute, dire 
and excluiive dominion over the territory itſelf ; a point, to 
which I do not find that our moſt extcnſive claims have 
ever been carried. 

In Africa, Goree was reſtored to France, and Senegal 
remained to Great Britain +. This regulation ſeems to 
have divided the trade on this river, and the adjacent coaſt, 
between the two nations. The Ungliſh, as they are now 
circumſtanced on that part, ſeem to be the nioft advanta- 
geoufly ſituated for the trade in time of peace; and the 
French tor carrying away the whole of it in time of war. 

With regard to the Faſt Indices, all the French tattories 
and ſettlements are reſtored to that nation in every part 
of Indiat: . Although this muſt be regarded as a very 
great conceſſion, it docs not however afford all thoſe 
advantages to France, which might be imagined at the 
firſt view. Firſt, becauſe the tortitications ereRed at 
ſuch a vaſt expence in all thoſe ſettlements kave been 
totally deſtroyed ; and it cannot be expected, in the pre- 
ſent ſituation of the French company, that they can, in 
the courſe of many years, if at all, be reflored to their 
former ſtate, in Bengal, (including, by an explanation an— 
nexed to the definitive treaty, the kingdom ot Orixa,) they 
have engaged to erect no kind of fortihcation, nor to keep 
any number of ſoldiers whatſoever. Secondly, they have 
agreed to acknowledge the preſent reigning iubas of Ben- 
zal, Decan, and the Carnatick, as the lawful ſovereigns of 
; Aaaa? theſe 
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theſe countries. Theſe princes are the greateſt on the pen- 
inſula of India : they are in our intereſt, and moſt of them 
owe either the acquiſition, or depend for the preſervation 
of their power upon our arms; by which means our com- 
pany is become, in effect, arbiter of the commerce and po- 
litics of that great and opulent coaſt, extending from the 
Ganges to Cape Comorin ; and in a great degree alſo of 
the other, from the ſame cape to the mouth of the Indus. 
Thirdly, during the courſe of our ſucceſſes, the traders 
and the manufacturers have removed from the French to 
our ſettlements, where they will have at leaſt an equal 
market, and a ſuperior protection ; and it will be difficult, 
if not impoſſible, to bring them back. 

Minorca and Belleifle were to be reſtored to their former 
poſſeſſors l. The fortifications and harbour of Dunkirk 
were to be demoliſhed agreeable to the ſtipulations of former 
treaties F. 

This is the general outline of the late treaty. The par- 
ticulars given here will ſerve to point out the ſpirit and the 
general effect of that tranſaction, which has been the ſub— 
ject of ſo much heat and controverſy; and which nothing 
but adulation will aſſert to be free from defect, nor any 
thing but faction can deny to be productive of many very 
great and eſſential advantages to this kingdom. 

This treaty, while it remained in agitation, formed a 
creat criſis, not only in the affairs of the nation, but in the 
fortune of the new miniftry. Towards the latter end of 
the ſummer, Mr. Fox was called in, and engaged in their 
ſupport. IJ hough he continued in his old place of paymaſ- 
ter, he undertook to conduct the affairs of government in 
the houſe of commons. Mr. Grenville, whoſe employ- 
ment would naturally have engaged him in that taſk, re- 
ſigned the ſeals of ſecretary of ſtate, and was appointed 
firſt lord of the admiralty. 'The great experience and known 
parliamentary abilities of Mr. Fox, ſeemed to give new 
life to the affairs of the adminiſtration. A more vigorous 
and determined conduct was from that time adopted. Ma- 
ny of thoſe, who were not perfectly attached to the new 
ſyſtem, were immediately removed from their employ- 
ments; and meaſures were taken to clear every department 
of every friend of the Duke of Newcaſtle. © 

The ſpirit of theſe proceedings ſeemed to augment that 
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of the oppoſition. It was apprehended, that the prelimina- 
ries would undergo a rigorous ſcrutiny, and might poſſibly 
incur a heavy cenſure from parliament. The terms of peace 
were criticiſed without mercy. They were declared to be 
inglorious, inadequate, and inſecure; unequal to the great 
ſucceſſes of the war, and below the juſt expectations of the 
nation; that our commerce was neglected, and our allies 
abandoned. Public expeQtation was however entirely diſ- 
appointed. The preliminaries were approved, without any 
qualification, by both houſes; by the lords with- 
out a diviſion; by the commons with a very diſ= Dec. g. 
proportioned majority. 
Many cauſes concurred to produce this moderate diſpoſ1- 
tion. Firſt, a very great number, which included almoſt 
all the Tories, were engaged in the ſupport of the adminiſ- 
tration. 'The then chiefs of the oppoſition were not well 
agreed among themſelves. Mr. Pitt who was conſidered as 
a party in himſelf, had not joined with the duke of Newcaſ- 
tle, nor ſeemed diſpoſed to act with any particular body. 
'The ſame general plan of pcace, which many now in the 
oppoſition had formerly approved, had been adopted in theſe 
preliminaries, and evidently improved. It is true, it had 
been objected, that our additional ſucceſſes, fince that time, 
gave us ground to expect better terms; but it was an{wer- 
ed, that our national burthens, and the extent of the war, 
had increaſed in, at leaſt, an equal proportion; and that 
peace was become neceſſary to the nation. 
Theſe arguments, whatever weight they might have in 
themſelves, were ſtrong againſt theſe, upon hacia they 
were rather retorted, than for the firſt time levelled, being 
altogether agreeable to the ſyſtem which many now in op- 
poſition had always purſued, and to the ſentiments many of 
them had publicly avowed, and perhaps ſtill ſecretly re- 
tained. On the whole, it was evident, that, when the 
queſtion came on, the diſcontented party was found not ve- 
ry well united, and abſolutely unprovided of any regular 
{ſcheme of oppoſition. However, though baffled on this 
occaſion, it has ſince begun to revive and to unite; and 
though peace 18 happily reftored with foreign-powers, our 
dome! fic quiot is hill far from being ſecurely eſtabliſhed. 
Vith regard to the powers in Germany, the peace be- 
{ WEEN England and France, and the ſuperiority of the king 
of Pruſſia a t the cloſe of the campaign, inſpired, at length, 
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though unwillingly, a diſpoſition to peace. Conferences 
were opened at Hubertſburg, and a treaty concluded be- 
tween his Pruſſian majeſty and the empreſs queen. As af- 
fairs in this treaty were ſpeedily adjuſted, ſo they may be 
very conciſely related. The ſubſtance of it was no more 
than that a mutual reſtitution and oblivion ſhould take 
place, and each party fit down at the end of the war in the 
{ame ſituation in which they began it. Thus the king of 
Pruſſia, after having for ſix years contended againſt the ef- 
forts of almoſt all the great powers of Europe, by whoſe 
enmity he could be affected, having ſtood proof againſt the 
moſt terrible blows of fortune, enjoys at length the full re- 
ward of his uncommon magnanimity. He retains his do- 
minions in their utmoſt extent; and having delivered his 
country, by his incomparable talents for war, he now en- 
joys leiſure to recover it by his no leſs admirable talents for 
government. Scarcely was the war concluded, when he 
began to diſplay his attention to domeſtic policy, and his 
care for the happineſs of his people. He immediately dif- 
tributed lands to his diſbanded ſoldiery; and gave them the 
horſes of his artillery to aid them in their cultivation. 

Europe is now pacified; and ſhe begins to reſpire, after 
a more general and a more bloody war than any the world 
had experienced ſince that which was concluded by the 
peace of Weſtphalia. As far as it is fate to judge concern- 
ing a ſyſtem which is ſubject to ſo great and untforeſeen va- 
riations, and ſometimes from very flight cauſes, this peace 

romiſes a conſiderable duration. The king of Pruſſia will 

hardly again commit his affairs, ſo miraculouſly retrieved 
to the chances of war. He fees how dearly he has a ſecond 
time purchaſed his conqueſt of Sileſia, and he will hardly 
aim at new acquiſitions. The emprets, ſince ſhe failed to 
reduce Sileſia, or even to recover the ſmalleſt particle of 
her loſſes, with ſuch an exertion of her own ſtrength, and 
with ſuch an alliance as never was ſeen united betore, and 
with which ſhe can never flatter herſelf again, muſt be con- 
vinced how vain it is to attempt any change in the preſent 
ſyſtem of Germany. | 

Whilſt Ruſſia remained circumſtanced as ſhe ſeems to be 
at preſent, there is a very good proſpect for the tranquillity 
of the North. 

France has turned her thoughts to a much wanted œco- 


nomy, and the re-eſtabliſhment of her marine. She has 
red ue ed 
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reduced her land forces by above one half. England, with- 
out leſſening the ordinary eſtabliſhment of her navy, has 
augmented her military, in conſequence of the extent of 
her conqueſts. Both nations ſeem ſenſible of the neceſſity 
of being prepared, and yet quiet. The Bourbon ' courts 
are united, but weakened. The mutual jealouſy of the 
nations, which have been lately at war, continues ; but 
their ſubjects of diſpute, and occaſions of animoſity, are 
much leſſened. This is as good a ſituation as could rea- 
ſonably be expected. 

We have thus accompliſhed our deſign of laying before 
the public a connected narrative of the events of the 
late moſt remarkable war, which we have purſued from 
its commencement to its concluſion. We have omitted no 
care to make it as perfect as the nature of ſuch an under- 
taking would permit; and we flatter ourſelves, that it will 
be thought as unpartial, and ſatisfactory, as any work of the 
kind extant. 
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The Definitive Treaty of Friendſhip and Peace between his Britannick 


Majeſiy, the moſt Chriſtian King, and the King of Spain. 
at Paris, the 10th Day of February, 1 1763. 
Portugal acceded on the ſame Day. 


I; which, the King of 


In the Name of the Maſt Holy and Undivided Trinity, Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoft. 


E it known to all thoſe to 
whom it ſhall, or may, in auy 
manner, belong. 

It has pleaſed the moſt High to 
diffuſe the ſpirit of union and con- 
cord among the Princes, whoſe di- 
viſions had ſpread troubles in the 
four parts of the world, and to in- 
ſpire them with the inclination to 
cauſe the comforts of peace to ſuc - 
cced to the misfortuncs of a long 
and bloody war, which, having 
ariſen between England and France, 
during the reign of the moſt ſerene 
and molt potent Prince, George 
the Second, by the Grace of God, 
King of Great Britain of glorious 
memory, continued under the reign 
of the moſt ferene and molt potent 
Prince, George the Third, his 
ſucceſſor, and, in its prog refs, 
communicated itſelf to Spa. in and 
Portugal: Conſequently, the moſt 
ſerene and moſt potent Prince, 
George the Third, by the Grace 
of God, King of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, Duke of 


Brunſwick and Lunenbourg, Arch- 


So be it. 


Treaſurer, and EleQor, of the 
Holy Roman Empire ; the moſt 
ſerene and moſt potent Prince, 
Lewis the Fifteenth, by the Grace 
of God, molt Chriſtian King ; and 
the moſt ſerene and moſt potent 
Prince, Charles the Third, by the 
Grace of God, King of Spain and 
of the Indies, after having laid the 
foundations of peace in the preli- 
minaries, ſigned at Fontainbleau 
the 3d of Noyember laſt ; and the 
molt ſerene and moſt potent Prince, 
Don Joſeph the Firſt, by the Grace 
of God, Eing of Portugal and of 
the Algarves, after having acceded 
thereto, determined to compleat, 
without delay, this great and im- 
portant work. For this purpoſe, 
the high contracting parties have 
named "and appointed their reſpe&- 
ive A.ubafſadors Extraordinary and 
Vliniſters Plenipotentiary, viz. his 
Sacred Majeſty the King of Great 
Britain, the "oft Illuftrious and 
moſt Excellent Lord, John, Duke 
and Earl of Bedford, Marquis of 
Taviſtock, &c. his Miniſter of 
B b b b State, 


Concluded 
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State, Lieutenant General of his 
Armies, Keeper of his Privy Seal, 
Knight of the moſt Noble Order 
of the Garter, and his Ambaſſador 
Extraordinary and Miniſter Pleni- 
potentiary to his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty ; his Sacred Majeſty the 
Moſt Chriſtian King, the Moſt 
Illuſtrious and Molt Excellent Lord 
Cæſar Gabriel de Choiſeul, Duke 
of Praſlin, Peer of France, Knight 
of his Orders, Lieutenant Gene- 
ral of his Armies, and of the Pro- 
vince of Britanny, Counſellor in 
all his councils, and Miniſter and 
Secretary of State, and of his Com- 
mands and Finances ; his Sacred 
Majeſty the Catholick King, the 
molt Illuſtrious and moſt Excellent 
Lord, Don Jerome Grimaldi, 
Marquis de Grimaldi, Knight of 
the moſt Chriſtian King's Orders, 
Gentleman of his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty's Bed- chamber in employ- 
ment, and his Ambaſſador Ex- 
traordinary to his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty ; his Sacred Majeſty the 
moſt Faithful King, the moſt II- 
luſtrious and moſt Excellent Lord, 
Martinde Mello and Caſtro, Knight 
Profeſſed of the Order of Chriſt, 
of his moſt Faithful Majeſty's 
Council, and his Ambaſſador and 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary to his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty : 

Who, after having duly com- 
municated to each other their full 
powers, in good form, copies 
whereof are tranſcribed at the end 
of the preſent treaty of peace, 
have agreed upon the articles, 
the tenor of which 1s as follows, 

Article I. There ſhall be a 
Chriſtian, univerſal, and perpetu- 
al peace, as well by ſea as by land, 
and a ſincere and conſtant friend- 
ſhip ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed between 
their Britannick, Moſt Chriſtian, 
Catholick, and Moſt Faithful Ma- 


. 


jeſties, and between their heirs and 


ſucceſſors, kingdoms, dominions, 
provinces, countries, ſubjects, and 
vaſſals, of what quality or condi- 
tion ſoever they be, without ex- 
ception of places, or of perſons : 
So that the high contracting par- 
ties ſhall give the greateſt attentt- 
on to maintain between themſelves 
and their ſaid dominions and ſub- 
jeQs, this reciprocal friendſhip and 
correſpondence, without permit- 
ting, on either ſide, any kind of 
hoſtilities, by ſea or by land, to be 
committed, from henceforth, for 
any cauſe, or under any pretence 
whatſoever, and every thing ſhal} 
be carefully avoided, which might, 
hereafter, prejudice the union hap- 
pily re-eſtabliſhed, applying them- 
ſelves, on the contrary, on every 
occaſion, to procure for each 
other whatever may contribute to 
their mutual glory, intereſts, and 
advantages, without giving any aſ- 
ſiſtance or protection, directly or 
indirectly, to thoſe who would 
cauſe any prejudice to either of the 
High Contracting Parties: there 
ſhall be a general oblivion of every 
thing that may have been done or 
committed before, or ſince the 
commencement of the war, which 
is juſt ended. 

Art. II. The treaties of Weſt— 
phalia of 1648; thoſe of Madrid 
between the Crowns of Great Bri- 
tain and Spain of 1667, and 1670; 
the treaties of peace of Nimeguen 
of 1678, and 1679 ; of Ryſwick 
of 1697 ; thoſe of Peace and of 
Commerce of Utrecht of 1713; 
that of Baden of 1714 ; the trea- 
ty of the Triple Alliance of the 
Hague of 1717, that of the Quad- 
ruple Alliance of London of 1718; 
the treaty of Peace of Vienna of 
1738; the Definitive Treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle of 1748; and that 


ot 
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of Madrid between the Crowns of 
Great Britain and Spain, of 1750 ; 
as well as the Treaties between 
the Crowns of Spain and Portu- 
gal, of the 13th of February 1668 ; 
of the 6th of February 1715; and 
of the 12th of February 1762 
and that of the 11th of April 1713, 
between France and Portugal, with 
the Guarantees of Great Britain; 
ſerve as a baſis and foundation to 
the Peace, and the preſent Trea- 
ty : and for this purpoſe, they are 
all renewed and confirmed in the 
beſt form, as well as all the I rea- 
ties in general, which ſubſiſted 
between the High Contracting 
Parties before the war, as if they 
were inſerted here word for word, 
ſo that they are to be exactly ob- 
ſerved, for the future, in their 
whole tenor, and religiouſly exe- 
cuted on all fides, in all their 
points which ſhall not be derogat- 
ed from by the preſent Treaty, 
notwithſtanding all that may have 
been ſtipulated to the contrary by 
any of the High Contracting Par- 
ties: and all the ſaid Parties de- 
clare, that they will not ſuffer any 
privilege, favour, or indulgence, 
to ſubſiſt, contrary to the Treaties 
above confirmed, except what ſhall 
have been agreed and ſtipulated by 
the preſent "Treaty. 

Art. III. All the priſoners made, 
on all fides, as well by land, as by 
ſea, and the hoſtages carried away, 
or given during the War, and to 
this day, ſhall be reſtored, with- 
out ranſom, ſix weeks, at leaſt, 
to be computed from the day of 
the exchange of the ratification of 
the preſent treaty, each crown re- 
ſpectively paying the advances, 
which ſhall have been made for the 
ſubſiſtance and maintenance of 
their priſoners, by the Sovereign 
of the country where they ſhall 
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have been detained, according to 
the atteſted receipts and eſtimates, 
and other authentick vouchers, 
which ſhall be furniſhed on one 
ſice and the other: And ſecuri— 
ties ſhall be reciprocally given for 
the payment of the debts which the 
priſoners ſhall have contracted in 
the countries, where they have 
been detained, until their entire 
liberty. And all the ſhips of war 
and merchant veſſels, which ſhall 
have been taken, ſince the expira- 
tion of the terms agreed upon for 
the ceſſation of hoſtilities by ſea, 
ſhall be likewiſe reſtored bona fide, 
with all their crews, and cargoes: 
And the execution of this article 
ſhall be proceeded upon immedi- 
ately after the exchange of the ra- 
tifications of this treaty. 

Art. IV. His moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty renounces all pretenſions, 
which he has heretofore formed, or 
might form, to Nova Scotia, or 
Acadia, in all its parts ; and Gua- 
ranties the whole of it, and with 
all its dependencies, to the King of 
Great Britain : Moreover, his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty cedes, and gua- 
ranties to his ſaid Britannick Ma- 


jeſty, in full right, Canada, with 


all its dependencies, as well as the 
iſland of Cape Breton, and all the 
other iſlands, and coaſts, in the 
gulph and river of St. Laurence, 
and, in general, every thing that 
depends on the ſaid countries, 
lands, iſlands, and coaſts, with the 
ſovereignty, property, poſſeſſion, 
and all rights acquired by treaty 
or otherwiſe, which the moſt 
Chriſtian King, and the Crown of 
France, have had, till now, over 
the ſaid countries, iſlands, lands, 
places, coatts, and their inhabi- 
rants, fo that the moſt Chriſtian 
King cedes and makes over the 
whole to the ſaid King, and to the 
crown 
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crown of Great Britain, and that 
in the moſt ample manner and 
form, without reſtriction, and 
without any liberty to depart from 
the ſaid ceſſion and guaranty, un- 
der any pretence, or to diſturb 
Great Britain in the poſſeſſions 
above-mentioned. His Britannick 
Majeſty, on his fide, agrees to 
grant the liberty of the Catholick 
religion to the inhabitants of Ca- 
nada: He will, conſequently, 
give the moſt preciſe and moſt et- 
fectual orders, that his new Ro- 
man Catholick ſubjects may pro- 
feſs the worſhip of their religion, 
according to the rites of the Ro- 
miſh church, as far as the laws of 
Great Britain permit. His Britan- 
nick Majeſty further agrees, that 
the French inhabitants, or others 
who had been ſubjects of the moſt 
Chriſtian King in Canada, may re- 
tire, with all ſafety and freedom, 
wherever they ſhall think proper, 
and may ſell their eſtates, provid- 
ed it be to ſubjects of his Britan- 
nick Majeſty, and bring away their 
effects, as well as their perſons, 
without being reſtrained in their 
emigration, under any pretence 
whatſoever, except. that of debts, 
or of criminal proſecutions : The 
term, limited for this emigration, 
ſhall be fixed to the ſpace of eigh- 
teen months, to be computed from 
the day of the exchange of the ra- 
tification of the preſent treaty. 
Art. V. The ſubjects of France 
ſhall have the liberty of fiſhing and 
drying on a part of the coaſts of 
the iſland of Newfoundland, ſuch 
as it is ſpeciſied in the XIIIth Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of Utrecht; 
which article is renewed and con- 
firmed by the preſent treaty (ex- 
cept what relates to the iſland of 
Cape Breton, as well as to the 
other iſlands and coaſts, in the 


mouth and in the gulph of St. Lau- 
rence): And his Britannick Ma- 


jeſty conſents to leave to the ſub- 


jects of the moſt Chriſtian King the 
liberty of fiſhing in the gulph of 
St. Laurence, on condition that 
the ſubjects of France do not ex- 
erciſe the ſaid fiſhery, but at the 
diſtance of three leagues from all 
the coaſts belonging to Great Bri- 
tain, as well thoſe of the conti- 
nent, as thoſe of the iſlands ſitua- 
ted in the faid gulph of St. Lau- 
rence. And as to what relates to 
the fiſhery on the coaſts of the 
iſland of Cape Breton out of the 
ſaid gulph, the ſubjects of the 
moſt Chriſtian King ſhall not be 
permitted to exercile the ſaid fiſh- 
ery, but at the diſtance of fifteen 
leagues from the coaſts of the 
iſland of Cape Breton; and the fiſn- 
ery on the coaſts of Nova Scotia or 
Acadia, and every where elſe out 
of the ſaid gulph, ſhall remain on 
the foot of former treaties. 

Art. VI. Ihe King of Great 
Britain cedes the iſlands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon, in full right, 
to his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to 
ſerve as a ſhelter to the French fiſh- 
ermen: And his moſt Chriftian 
Majeſty engages not to fortify the 
{aid iſlands; to erect no buildings 
upon them, but merely for the 
convenience of the fiſhery; and to 
keep upon them a guard of fifty 
men only for the police. 

Art. VII. In ordet to re-eſta- 
bliſh peace on ſolid and durable 
foundations, and to remove for 
ever all ſubject of diſpute with re- 
gard to the limits of the Britiſh and 
French territories on the continent 
of America ; it is agreed, that, for 
the future, the confines between 
the dominions of his Britannick 
Majeſty, and thoſe of his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, in that part o 
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the worid, ſhall be fixed icrevoca- 
bly by a line drawn along the mid- 
dle of the river Mitſifippi, from 1ts 
ſource to the river Iberville, and 
from thence, by a line drawn along 
the middle of this river, and the 
lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain, 
to the ſea; and for this purpoſe, 
the moſt Chriſtian King cedes in 
tull right, and guarantics to his 
Britannick Majeſty, the river and 
port of the Mobile, and every thing 
which he poſſeſſes s, or ought to 
poſſeſs, on the left fide of the river 
Mitlifippi, except the town of New 
Orleans, and the iſland in which 
it is ſituated, which ſhall remain to 
France ; prov ded that the naviga- 
tion of the river M:ilitippi thail be 
equally free, as well to the ſubjects 
of Great Britain, as 
France, in its whole breadth and 
length, from its ſource to the lea, 
and expreſs ly that part which is 
between the ſaid iſland of New 


Orleans, and the right bank of 


that river, as well as the paſſage 
both in and out of its mouth : It 
is further ſtipulated, that the vel- 


ſels belonging to the ſubjects of 


either nation, ſhall not be ſtopped. 
viſited, or ſubjected to the pay- 
ment of any duty whatſoever. lhe 
ſtipulations inſerted in the IV th 
Article, in favour of the inhabi- 
tants of Canada, ſhall alſo take 
place, with regard to the inhabi- 
tants of the countries ceded by this 
article. - 

Art. VIII. The King of Great 
Britain ſhall reſtore to France the 
ilands of Guadaloupe, of Marie 
Galante, of Deſirade, of Marti- 
nico, and of Bell-ifle; and the 
tortrefſes of theſe iflands ſhall be 
reſtored in the ſame condition they 
were in, when they were conquer- 
ed by the Britiſh arms ; provided 
that his Britannick Viajeſty's ſub— 
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jects, who ſhall have ſettled in the 


ſaid ilands, or thoſe who ſhall 
have any commercial affairs to ſet— 
tle there, or in any other places 
reltored to France by the prefent 


treaty, ſhall have liberty to ſell 
their lands and their eſtates, to 


ſettle their affairs, to recover their 
debts, and to hring away thetr ef- 
fects, as well as their perſons, on 
board veſſels, which they ſhall be 

ermitted to ſend to the faid 
iſlands, and other places reſtored 
as above, and which ſaall ferve 
for this uſe only, without being 
reſtrained on account of their reli- 
gion, or under any other pretence 
whatioever, except that of debts, 
or of criminal proſecutions: And 
for this purpoſe, the term of etigh- 
teen months is allowed to his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty's ſubjects, to be 
compured from the day of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the 
preic: At Ircaty : But, as the liber- 
ty ö granted to his Britannick Ma- 


jeity's ſubjects, to bring away their 


perſons and their effects, in veſſels 
ot their nation, may be liable to 


abuſes, if precautions were not ta- 


ken to prevent them: It has been 
expret-ly agreed between his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty and his moſt 
Chriitian Mayelty, that the numb- 
er of Engliſh Veſſels, which ſhall 
have leave to go to the ſaid iflands 
and places re ſtored to France, ſhall 
be limited, as well as the number 
of tons of each one; that they 
ſhall go in ballaſt; hail ſet fail at 
Q freu time; 7 ſhall make one 
voyage only, all the eſſects belong- 
ing to the Engliſh, being to be 
embarked at the ſame time. It 
has been further agreed, that his 
moit Chriſtian Majeſty ſhall cauſe 
the neceſſaty paſſports to be given 
to the faid veſſels; that, for the 
greater ſecurity, it ſhall be allow- 


ed 
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ed to place two French clerks, or 

uards, in each of the ſaid veſſels, 
which ſhall be viſited in the land- 
ing places, and ports of the ſaid 
iſlands, and places, reſtored to 
France, and that the merchandize, 
which ſhall be found therein, ſhall 
be conhicated. 

Art. IX. The moſt Chriſtian 
King cedes and guaranties to his 
Britannick Majeſly, in full right, 
the iſlands of Grenada, and of the 
Grenadines, with the ſame ſtipula— 
tions in favour of the inhabitants of 
this Colony, inſerted in the IVth 
Article for thoſe of Canada: And 
the partition of the iſlands, called, 
Neutral, is agreed and fixed, fo 
that thoſe of St. Vincent, Domi— 
nica, and Tobago, ſhall remain, 
in full right, to Great Britain, and 
that that of St. Lucia ſhall be de- 
livered to France, to enjoy the 
ſame likewiſe in full right ; and 
the high contracting parties gua- 
ranty the partition to ſtipulated. 

Art. X. His Britannick Majeſty 
ſhall reſtore to France the ifland of 
Goree in the condition it was in 
when conquered : And his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty cedes, in full 
right, and guaranties to the King 
of Great Britain the river Senegal, 
with the forts and factories of St. 
Lewis, Podor, and Galam ; and 
with all the rights and dependen- 
cies of the ſaid river Senegal. 

Art. XI. In the Eaft Indies, 
Great Britain ſhall reſtore to 
France, in the condition they are 
now in, the different factories, 
which that crown poſſeſſed, as well 
on the coaſt of Coromandel and 
Orixa, as on that of Malabar, as 
alſo in Bengal, at the beginning of 
the year 1749. And his moſt 

Chriſtian Majeſty renounces all 
pretenſions to the acquiſition 
| which he had made on the coaſt of 


No 


Coromandel and Orixa, ſince the 
laid beginning of the year 1749. 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſhall 
reſtore, on his fide, all that he 
may have conquered from Great 
Britain, in the Eaſt Indies, during 
the preſent war ; and will expreſly 
cauſe Nattal and Tapanoully, in 
the iſland of Sumatra, to be re- 
ſtored ; he engages further, not 
to erect fortifications, or to keep 
troops in any part of the dominions 
of the Subah of Bengal. And in 
order to preſerve future peace on 
the coaſt of Coromandel and Orixa, 
the Engliſh and French ſhall ac- 
knowledge Mahomet Ally Khan 
for lawful Nabob of the Carnatick, 
and Salabat Jing for lawful Subah 
of the Decan ; and both parties 
ſhall renounce all demands and 
pretenſions of ſatisfaction, with 
which they might charge each 
other, or their Indian allies, for 
the depredations, or pillage, com- 
mitted, on the one ſide, or on the 
other, during the war. 

Art. XII. The ifland of Minor- 
ca ſhall be reſtored to his Britan- 
nick Majeſty, as well as Fort St. 
Philip, in the fame condition they 
were in, when conquered by the 
arms of the moſt Chriſtian King ; 
and with the artillery which was 
there, when the faid iſland and 
the ſaid fort were taken. 

Art. XIII. The town and port 
of Dunkirk ſhall be put into the 
ſtate fixed by the laſt treaty of Aix 
la Chapelle, and by former trea- 
ties. The Cunette ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed immediately after the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the 
preſent treaty, as well as the forts 
and batteries which defend the en- 
trance on the ſide of the ſea; and 
proviſion ſhall be made, at the 
ſame time, for the whole ſomeneſs 
of the air, and for the health of 

the 


armie 
occu 
ony, 
per E 
and t. 
to the 
ſovere 
molt ( 
Procet 
diſpat 
the ſ. 
comp! 
before 
ſooner 
Britan 


jeſties 


to eacl 


— . 


1 


the inhabitants, by ſome other 
means, to the ſatisfaction of the 
King of Great Britain. 

Art. XIV. France ſhall reſtore 
all the countries belonging to the 
EleQtorate of Hanover, to the 
Landgrave of Heſſe, to the Duke 
of Brunſwick, and to the Count 
of la Lippe Buckebourg, which 
are, or ſhall be occupied by his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's arms : 
Ihe fortreſſes of theſe different 
countries ſhall be reſtored in the 
ſame condition they were in, when 
conquered by the French arms ; 
and the pieces of artillery, which 
ſhall have been carried elſewhere, 
ſhall be replaced by the fame num- 
ber, of the ſame bore, weight and 
metal. 

Art. XV. Incaſe the ſtipulati- 
ons contained in the 13th article 
of the preliminaries, ſhould not be 
compleated at the time of the ſig- 
nature of the preſent treaty, as well 
with regard to the evacuations to 
be made by the armies of France 
of the fortreſſes of Cleves, Weſel, 
Guelders, and of all the countries 
belonging to the King of Pruſſia, 
as with regard to the evacuations to 
be made by the Britiſh and French 
armies of the countries which they 
occupy in Weſtphalia, Lower Sax- 
ony, on the Lower Rhine, the Up- 
per Rhine, and in all the empire, 
and to the retreat of the troops in- 
to the dominions of their reſpective 
ſovereigns: Theit Britannick, and 
molt Chriſtian Majeſties promiſe to 
proceed, bona hde, with all the 
diſpatch the caſe will permit of, to 
the ſaid evacuations, the entire 
completion whereof they ſtipulate 
before the 15th of March next, or 
ſooner if it can be done: And their 
Britannick and moſt Chriftian Ma- 
jeſties ſurther engage and promiſe 
to each other, not to furniſh any 
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ſuccours, of any kind, to their re- 
ſpective allies, who ſhall continue 
engaged in the war in Germany. 

Art, XVI. The deciſion of the 
prizes made, in time of peace, by 
the ſubjects of Great Britain, on 
the Spaniards, ſhall be reterred to 
the courts of juſtice of the Admi- 
ralty of Great Britain, contorma- 
bly to the rules eſtabliſhed among 
all nations, ſo that the validity of 
the laid prizes, between the Britiſh 
and Spaniſh nations, ſhall be decid- 
ed and judged, according to trea- 
ties, in the courts of juſtice of the 
nation, who ſhall have made the 
capture. 

Art. XVII. His Pritannick Ma- 
jeſty ſhall cauſe to be demoliſhed 
all the fortihcations which his ſub- 
jects ſhall have erected in the bay 
of Honduras, and other places of 
the territory of Spain in that part 
of the world, four months af— 
ter the ratification of the preſent 
treaty; and his Catholick Majeſty 
ſhall not permit his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, or their workmen, 


to be diſturbed, or moleſted, undcr 


any pretence whatſoever, in the 
laid places, in their occupation of 
cutting, loading, and carrying away 
logwood : And for this purpoſe, 
they may build without hindrance, 
and occupy without interruption, 
the houſes and magazines which 
are neceſſary for them, tor their 
families, and for their effects; and 
his Catholick Majeſty aſſures to 
them, by this article, the full en- 


joyment of thole advantages, and 


powers, on the Spanith coaſts and 
territories, as above ſtipulated, im- 
mediately after the ratification of 
the preſent treaty. 

Art. XVIII. His Catholick ma- 
jeſty deſiſts, as well for himſelf, a, 
for his fuccefſors, from all preten- 
ions, which he may have tormed. 

in 
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in favour of the Guipuſcoans, and 
other his ſubjects, to the right of 
fiſhing in the neighbourhood of the 
iſland of Newfounuland. 

Art. XIX. The King of Great 
Britain ſhall reſtore to Spain all the 
territory which he has conquered 
in the iſland of Cuba, with the 
fortreis of the Havanna ; and this 
fortreſs, as well as all the other 
fortreſſęs of the ſaid iſland, ſhall be 
reſtored in the ſame condition they 
were in when conquered by his 
Britannick Majeity's arme; provid- 
ed, that his Britannick Majeſty's 
ſubjects, who ſhall have tettled in 
the ſaid iſland, reſtored to Spain by 
the preſent treaty, or thoſe who 
ſhall have any commercial affairs to 
ſettle there, ſhall have liberty to 
ſell their lands, and their eltates, 
to ſettle their affairs, to recover 
their debts, and to bring away their 
effects, as well as their perions, on 
board veſſels which they ſhall be 
permitted to ſend to the ſaid iſland 
reſtored as above, and which ſhall 
ſerve for that ule only, without 
being reſtrained on account of their 
religion, or under any pretence 
whatſoever, except that of Gehts, 


or of criminal proſecution ; and 


for this purpoſe, the term of eigh- 
teen months is allowed to his Bri- 
tannick Majeity's ſubjects, to be 
computed from the day of the ex- 
change of the ratification of the 
preſent treaty : But as the liberty, 
granted to his Britannick Majeſty's 
ſubjects, to bring away their per- 
ſons, and their effects, in veſſels of 
their nation, may be liable to abu- 
ſes, if precautions were not taken 
to prevent them; it has been ex- 
preily agreed, between his Britan- 
nick Majeſty and his Catholick 
Majeſty, that the number of Eng- 
liſh veſſels, which ſhall have leave 
to go to the laid iſland reſtored to 


Spain, ſhall be limited, as well as 
the number of tons of each one; 
that they ſhall go in ballaſt ; ſhall 
ſet ſail at a fixed time; and ſhall 
make one voyage only; all the ef- 
fects belonging to the Engliſh be- 
ing to be embarked at the fame 
time : It has been further agreed, 
that his Catholick Majeſty ſhall 
cauſe the neceſſary paſſports to be 
given to the ſaid veſſels ; that, for 
the greater ſecurity, it ſhall be al- 
lowed to place two Spanith clerks, 
or guards, in each of the ſaid veſ- 
ſels, which thall be viſited in the 
landing- places, and ports of the 

faid iland reſtoted to Spain, and 
that the merchandize, which ſhall 
be found therein, ſhall be confiſca- 
ted. 

Art. XX. In conſequence of the 
reſtitution ſtipulated in the prece- 
ding article, his Catholick Majeſty 
cedes and guaranties, in full right, 
to his Britannick Majeſty, F! orida, 
with Fort St. Auguſtin, and the 
Bay of Penſacola, as well as all 
that Spain poſſeſſes on the conti- 
nent of North America, to the 
Laſt, or to the South Eaſt of the 

river Miſſiſippi. And in general, 
every thing that depends on the 
ſaid countries and lands, with the 
lovereignty, property, poſſeflion, 
and all r1zats acquired by treaties 
or otherwite, which the Catholick 
King, and the Crown of Spain, 
have had, till now, over the ſaid 
countries, lands, places, and their 
inhabitants, ſo that the Catholick 
King cedes and makes over the 


whole to the faid King, and to the | 


Crown of Great Britain, and that 


in the moſt ample manner and 
form. His Britannick Majeſty 
agrees, on his fide, to grant to the 
inhabitants of the countries, above 
ceded, the liberty of the Catholick 
religion He will conſequently 
give 


— 


f 
| 
t 


an) [| ps 7 


. 1 . od 
—_—_— YE r 
I wy 7 Tas 1 9 ? Fe y _ 1 2 _ r . . #36 
4 : : ' N # 1" 1 4 
* «a: FU II: 1 


P P R N UI X. 


give the moſt expreſs and the moſt 
effectual orders, that his new 
Roman Catholick ſubjects may 
profeſs the worſhip of their religi- 
on, according to the rites of the 
Roman Church, as far as the laws 
of Great Britain permit : His Bri- 
tannick Majeſty further agrees, 
that the Spaniſh inhabitants, or 
others, who had been ſubjects of 
the Catholick King, in the faid 
countries, may retire with all ſafe- 
ty and freedom, wherever they 
think proper ; and may ſell their 
eſtates, provided it be to his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty's ſubjects, and 
bring away their effects, as well as 
their perſons, without being re- 
itrained in their emigration, under 
any pretence whatloever, except 
that of debts, or of criminal pro- 
ſecutions: The term limited for 
this emigration being fixed to the 
ſpace of eighteen months, to be 
computed from the day of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the 
preſent treaty. It is moreover ſti- 


pulated, that his Catholick Ma- 


jeſty ſhall have power to cauſe all 


the effects, that may belong to 
him, to be brought away, whe- 
ther it be artillery, or other things. 

Art. XXI. The French and Spa- 
niſh troops ſhall evacuate all the 
territories, lands, towns, places, 
and caſtles, of his moſt Faithful 
Majeſty, in Europe, without any 
reſerve, which ſhall have been 
conquered by the armies of France 
and Spain, and ſhall reſtore them 
in the ſame condition they were in 
when conquered, with the fame 
artillery and ammunition, which 
were found there : And with re- 
gard to the Portugueſe colonies in 
America, Africa, or in the Eaſt 
Indies, if any change ſhall have 
happened there, all things ſhall be 
reſtored on the ſame footing they 
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were in, and conformably to the 
preceding treaties which ſubſilied 
between the courts of France, 
Spain and Portugal, before the pre- 
ſent war. 

Art. XXII. All the papers, let- 
ters, documents, and archives, 
Which were found in the countries, 
territories, towns, and places, that 
are reſtored, and thoſe belonging 
to the countries ceded, ſhall be, 
reſpectively and bona fide, deliver- 
ed, or furniſhed at the ſame time, 
if poſſible, that poſſeſſion is taken, 
or, at lateſt, four months after the 
exchange of the ratifications of the 
preſent treaty, in whatever places 
the ſaid papers or documents may 
be found. 

Art. XXIII. All the countries 
and territories, which may have 
been conquered, in whatſoever part 
of the world, by the arms of their 
Britannick and moſt Faithful Ma- 
jeſties, as well as by thoſe of their 
molt Chriſtian and Catholick Ma- 
jeſties, which are not included in 
the preſent treaty, eithet under the 
title of ceſſions, or under the title 
of reſtitutions, ſhall be reſtored 
without difficulty, and without re- 
quiring any compenſation. 

Art. XXIV. As it is neceſſary 
to aſſign a fixed epoch for the reſti- 
tutions, and the evacuations, to be 
made by each of the high contract- 
ing parties: It is agreed, that the 
Britiſh and French troops ſhall com- 
plete, before the 15th of March 


next, all that remain to be execu- 


ted of the 12th and 13th articles 
ol the preliminaries, ſigned the 3d 
day of November laſt, with regard 
to the evacuation to be made in 
the empire, or elſewhere. The 
iſland of Belleiſle ſhall be evacuat- 
ed fix weeks after the exchange of 
the ratifications of the preſent trea- 


ty, or ſooner if it can be done. 
Ce cc Guada- 
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Gundaloupe, Defirade, Marie Ga- 


lante, Martinico, and St. Lucia, 
three months after the exchange 
of the ratihcations of the preſent 
treaty, or ſooner if it can be done. 
Great Britain ſhall likewiſe, at the 
end of three months after the ex- 
change of the ratihcations of the 
preſent treaty, or ſooner if it can 


be done, enter into poſſeſſion of 


the river and port of the Mobile, 
and of all thats to form the limits 
of the territory of Great Britain, 
on the ſide of the river Miſſiſippi, 
as they are ſpecified in the 7th ar- 
ticle. The iſland of Goree ſhall 
be evacuated by Great Britain, 
three months after the exchange of 
the ratifications of the preſent trea- 
ty; and the iſland of Minorca, by 
France, at the ſame epoch, or 
ſooner if it can be done: And ac- 
cording to the conditions of the 
6th article, France ſhall likewiſe 
enter into poſſeſſion of the iſland 
of St. Peter, and of Miquelon, at 
the end of three months after the 
exchange of the ratifications of the 
preſent treaty. The factories in 
the Eaſt Indies ſhall be reſtored ſix 
months after the exchange of the 
ratihcations of the preſent treaty, 
or ſooner if it can be done. The 
fortreſs of the Havanna, with all 
that has been conquered in the 
iſland of Cuba, ſhall be reſtored 
three months after the exchange of 
the ratifications of the preſent trea- 
ty, or ſooner if it can be done: 
And, at the fame time, Great Bri- 
tain ſhall enter into poſſeſſion of 
the country ceded by Spain, ac- 
cording to the 2oth article. All 
the places and countries of his moſt 
Faithful Majeſty, in 75700 ſhall 
be reſtored, immediately alter the 
exchange of the ratifcations of the 
preſent t treaty ; and the Portugueſe 
colonies, which may have been 
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conquered, ſhall be reſtored in the 
ſpace of three months in the Weſt 
Indies, and of ſix months in the 


Eaſt Indies, after the exchange of 


the ratiſications of the preſent trea- 
ty, or ſooner if it can be done. All 
the fortreſſes, the reſtitution where- 
of is ſtipulated above, ſhall be re- 
ſtored with the artillery and am- 
munition, which were found there 
at the time of the conqueſt. In 
conſequence whereof, the neceſſa- 


ry orders ſhall be ſent by each of 


the high contracting parties, with 
reciprocal paſſports for the ſhips 
that ſhall carry them, immediately 
after the exchange of the ratificati- 
ons of the preſent treaty, 


Art. XV. His Britannick Ma- 
jeſty, as Elector of Brunſwick Lu- 
nenbourg, as well for himſelf, as 
for his heirs and ſucceſlors, and all 


the dominions and poſſeſſions of 


his ſaid Majeſty in Germany, are 
included and guarantied by the 
prefent treaty of peace. 

Art. XXVI. Their facred Bri- 
tannick, moſt Chriſtian, Catholick, 
and moſt Faithful Majeſties, pro- 
miſe to obſcrve, ſincerely and bona 
fide, all the articles contained and 
ſettled in the preſent treaty ; and 
they will not ſuffer the ſame to be 
infringed, directly, or indirectly, 
by their reſpective ſubjects; and 
the ſaid high contracting parties, 
generally and reciprocally, gua- 
ranty to each other all the ſtipula- 
tions of the preſent treaty. 

Art. XXVII. The ſolemn rati- 
fications of the preſent treaty, ex- 
pedited in good and due form, 
ſhall be exchanged in this city of 
Paris, between the high contract; 
ing parties, in the ſpace of a 
month, or ſooner if poſſible, to be 


computed from the day of the ſig- 


nature of the preſent treaty. 
in witneſs whereof, we the un- 
derwritten, 


| 


/ 

| 
: 
' 
| 
N 


' 


Ar P E N DT . 571 


derwritten, their Ambaſſadors Ex- 
traordinary, and Miniſters Pleni— 
potentiary, have ſigned with our 
hand, in their name, and in virtue 
of our full powers, the preſent 
Definitive Treaty, and have caul- 
ed the ſeal of our arins to be put 
thereto. 


SLE ARAT-E 
. OME of the titles made ule 


of by the contracting pow- 
ers, either in the ſuil powers, and 
other acts, during the courſe of the 
negotiation, or 1n the preamble of 
the preſent treaty, not being gene- 
rally acknowledged; it has been 
agreed, that no prejudice ſhall ever 
reſult therefrom to any of the ſaid 
contracting parties, and that, the 
titles, taken or omitted, on either 
tide, on occaſion of the ſaid nego- 
tiation, and of the preſent treaty, 
ſhall not be cited, or quoted as a 
precedent. 

II. It has been agreed and de- 
termined, that the French lan- 
guage, made uſe of in all the copies 
of the preſent treaty, ſhall not be- 
come an example, which may be 
alledged, or made a precedent of, 
or prejudice, in any manner, any 
of the contracting powers; and 
that they ſhall conforin themſelves, 
for the future, to what has been 


obſerved, and ought 4% be obfery- ' 


ed, with regard to, and on the part 
of, powers who ute uſe d, and have 


Declaration of his ms 


Done at Paris the Tenth of Fe- 
bruary, 1763. 


(L.S.) BEDFORD, C. P. 8. 

(IL. S.) CHOISEUL, Duc or 
PRASLIx. 

(L. S.) EI. Max. or GRIM- 
ALDI. 


e 


a right, to give and to receive co- 
pics of "Ik te treaties in another lan- 
guage than French; the preſent 
treaty having ſtill the fame force 
and eltcCt, as if the aforeſaid cuſtom 
had hcen therein obſerved. 

III. though the King of Por- 
tugal has not ſigned the preſent 
definitive treaty, their Britannick 
moſt Chriſtian, and Catholick Ma- 
jeſties, acknowledge, nevertheleſs, 
that his moſt Faithful Majeſty is 
formally included therein as a con- 
tracting party, and as if he had 
expreſly ſigned the ſaid treaty : 
Conſequently, their Britannick, 
moſt Chriſtian, and Catholick Ma- 
jeſties, reſpectively and conjointly, 
promiſe to his moſt Faithiul Ma- 
jeity, in the molt expreſs and moſt 
binding manner, the execution of 
all and every the clauſes, contain— 
ed in the ſaid treaty, on his act of 
acceſſion. 

The preſent ſeparat e articles 
ſnall have the ſame force as if they 
were inſerted in the treat. 


Chriſtian Majeſty's Plenipatentiary, with Regard 
— C5 


ty "ol e « Debrs due tn the Canadians. 


IL. King of 


Great Britain 


ha ving dehred, that the pay- 
ment of the letters of exchange 
and bills, which had bcen delivere ed 
to the Canadians for the neceſſarics 
furniſhed to the French troops, 


ſhould be fecured, his maſt Chriſ— 
tian Majeity, entircly dtipotod to 
render to every one that juſtice 
which is legally due to them, has 8 
declared, and does declare, tht 
the ſaid bills, and letters of ex- 
„ change, 
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change, ſhall be punctually paid, 

agreeably to the liquidation made 
in a convenient time, according to 
the diitance of the places, and to 
what ſhall be poſſible ; taking care, 
however, that the bills, and letters 
of exchange, which the French ſub- 
jects may have at the time of this de- 
claration, be not confounded with 
the bills and letters of exchange, 


which are in the poſſeſſion of the 


new ſubjects of the King of Great 
Britain. 

In witneſs whereof, we the un- 
der-written Miniſter of his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, duly authorized 
for this purpoſe, have ſigned the 
preſent declaration, and cauſed the 
leal of our arms to be put thereto. 

Done at Paris the 1oth of Fe- 

bruary, 1763. 


(L.S. ) CHOISEUL, Duc dePraflin. 


Declaration of his Britannick Majeſty's Ambaſſador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary, with regard to the limits of Bengal in the Eaſt- 


Indies. 


E, the under-written Am- 
baſſador Extraordinary and 


Plenipotentiary of the King of 


Great Britain, in order to prevent 
all ſubject of diſpute on account of 
the limits of the dominions of the 
Subah of Bengal, as well as of the 
coaſt of Coromandel and Orixa, 
declare, in the name and by order 
of his ſaid Britannick Majeſty, that 


the ſaid dominions of the Subah of 


Bengal ſhall be reputed not to ex- 
tend farther than Yanaon exclu- 
ſively, and that Yanaon ſhall be 
conſidered as included in the North 
part of the coaſt of Coromandel or 
Orixa. 

In witneſs whereof, &c. 

Done at Paris the 10th of Fe- 

bruary, 1703. 


(L. S.) BEDFORD, c. r. s. 


30 K* 


His Britannick, moſt Chriſtian, 
and Catholick Majeſties full pow- 
ers to their reſpective Miniſters 
Plenipotentiary, with the acceſſion 
of his moſt Faithful Majeſty, his 
full power, and declaration of his 
Miniſter, (importing that no con- 
ſequence ſhall be drawn from the 
alternative obſerved on the parts of 
the King of Great Britain, and the 
moſt Chriſtian King, with the moſt 
Faithful King, in the act of acceſ- 
ſion of the Court of Portugal) are 
all the other papers that relate to 
this important tranſaction; but are 
here omitted, as containing only 
matters of mere form.] 
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